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California State Parks

OHMVR Division

1725 23rd St.

Sacramento, CA  95916

Attn: Sixto Fernandez
Dear Mr. Fernandez:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments to the OHMVR Division regarding the 2017/18 grants cycle application and review process. Please include this letter in the public comment review of the submitted application for the U.S. Forest Service, Shasta-Trinity National Forest, Operations and Maintenance Grant Application 2017/2018. (Total request: $185,139.00)
I been an active OHV recreationalist in my home State of California since 1967 and I retired from the U.S. Forest Service as a Outdoor Recreation Planner in 2008.  Since 2015, I have served as an elected officer with our local OHV club, The Redding Dirt Riders. (RDR), a non-profit, (501.3c) group, that was founded in 1970. We  currently have 187 active members participating in pleasure rides, club sponsored gatherings, and special permitted events, on public lands managed by both the Bureau of Land Management, (BLM) and within the National Forest System, (NFS), in our surrounding  local area. 

Last year I submitted comments to the OHMVR Division objecting to the grandiose scope of the grant application funding requests that have been submitted by the Shasta Trinity National Forest.  Unfortunately, my observations of the current  management and on the ground operations of the forest OHV program have not changed my skepticism of the validity of this current large request for OHV funding from the division. 
In the application, the Shasta Trinity N.F., (STNF), has failed to adequately justify funding for an incomplete OHV management strategy and operations and maintenance program that lack full transparency.  Additionally, the grant application fails to reflect many of the recommendations made and needs of  the local OHV community including my own.  
Unfortunately there has been very limited direct communication, coordination or collaboration between the Redding Dirt Riders and the forest leadership and program managers including a review and discussion of this grant request. The club has expressed a desire to work closer with the forest leadership and program managers a local Ranger Ride workshop in October, 2017 and at the Supervisor's Office in January, 2017.  Our club has requested to be included in forest OHV planning, operations, and maintenance projects.  This overture has been refuted by the forest personnel.  The applicant has not formally or informally contacted the club officer group to brief or consult the Redding Dirt Riders on any significant aspect of OHV management or operations and maintenance within the boundaries of the Shasta Trinity National Forest.
Most noticeably absent in the application narrative are specific OHV opportunity areas on the Shasta Trinity National Forest described as the Beegum/Wildwood and Bagley areas.  These areas have been under internal NEPA analysis and external user group discussion for OHVopportunites for many years.  Our organization has not been provided a status report on these study areas.
This lack of current engagement between the Shasta Trinity N.F. and the Redding Dirt Riders on the use of adjacent public forest lands stands in stark contract to club's long term and continuous partnership with the local Bureau of Land Management, Redding Field Office under the leadership of Jennifer Mata, Bill Kuntz and Sky Zaffarno. 
RDR's elected officer's and the members of the club, meet routinely to discuss and coordinate various on-the-ground operations and future specific project actions.  In 2017,  RDR contributed over 380 hours of volunteer service repairing and constructing new OHV trail within the boundaries of BLM managed lands.  
The BLM  has demonstrated that they value the Redding Dirt Riders as a partner and the club has responded in kind with the net result of identifiable and sustainable benefits to both parties and most importantly, the public at large. 
Relationships like this do not happen by chance but are built on dedication, honesty and trust and a sincere outreach to work together for the betterment of all.  
Thank you again for this opportunity to respond directly to your grant applicants based on a project by project basis.

Sincerely,

Michael C. Mitchell

Redding Dirt Riders, Treasurer/Membership

