March 7, 2006


MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

FOR PLANNING, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF THE

CALIFORNIA INDIAN HERITAGE CENTER, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

Draft Points of consideration:

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of California established a California Indian Heritage Center Task Force to advise and make recommendations to the California Department of Parks and Recreation regarding development of a new California Indian Heritage Center (CIHC), including its location, design, content, and governance structure; and

WHEREAS, the California Indian Heritage Center Task Force (TF) has made a recommendation for a preferred site, within the lower reach of the American River, in the City of Sacramento; and 

WHEREAS, the recommended site is made up of multiple parcels that are under the jurisdiction of multiple agencies, including land within the American River Parkway (ARP) which is managed by the County of Sacramento (County), land within the Richards Boulevard Redevelopment Area (RBRA) in the City of Sacramento (City), and land inside and outside the American River levees which are managed by the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA); and

WHEREAS, the State, the City and the County support the recommendation for the preferred site and express a willingness to contribute to the development and operation of this center; and

WHEREAS, there is a mutual desire to accommodate California Indian values, riparian habitat enhancements, improved recreational facilities, and riverfront developments consistent with the ARP Plan; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of the CIHC at its preferred site can enhance the restoration and public use of the ARP, encourage high quality development in the RBRA, and contribute to a rich and diverse cultural life in the Capitol region; and

WHEREAS, the City, the County, and SAFCA wish to honor the California Indian people who lived near the confluence of the American River and Sacramento River since ancient times, by supporting their continued presence and participation in community life in the Two Rivers area; and

WHEREAS, the… (SAFCA verbiage regarding a commitment to public ownership within the Parkway)  

WHERAS, the State, along with TF are now engaged in programming and site and facility master planning; and

WHEREAS, the affected parties concur that there is a need to implement a timely land-use and acquisition strategy for the CIHC, in support of public use, consistent with the directives of the TF, the State, the County, the City and SAFCA; and

WHEREAS, these agencies recognize the need to implement a timely land-use and acquisition strategy for the CIHC project, that is consistent with the directives of the CIHC Task Force, the State, the County , the City, and SAFCA; and

WHEREAS, the designation of specific lands, land acquisition, and negotiation of agreements for their long-term operation in support of CIHC, must be undertaken by and between multiple state and local agencies that have no current means for coordinating such efforts;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY AGREED, by and between the parties hereto, as follows:

The State of California, Department of Parks and Recreation in cooperation with the California Indian Heritage Center Task Force, the County of Sacramento, the City of Sacramento, and the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency agree to the following:

1.
General:  (Define how group will be organized, etc.)

A.
Formation of an interagency working group and membership

B.
Development of a strategy for site acquisition

C.
Development of a timeline, budget and funding strategy

D.
Development of an agreement, Joint Powers Agreement, or other mechanism for long-term operation by CIHC

E.
The below will be done concurrently:

2.  Richards Boulevard Redevelopment Area Properties (South Side)

A.
With participation of the State, the City will initiate a Specific Plan for waterfront development in the RBRA; and

B.
City will accelerate the “change in use” schedule in the RBRA plan and agree to condemnation proceedings, if necessary, on a mutually agreed to phased schedule.  

C.
The City will acquire, for the sole purpose of the CIHC, xx acres of land along the south side of the lower reach of the American River in the proximity of the Highway 160 over crossing and North 10th Street in support of an “achievable” first phase for the CIHC; and

D.
The County will set aside approximately 2.44 acres of land it currently owns, AP 001-0070-003, for potential inclusion into the CIHC project; and

E. 
The City will acquire approximately xx acres of additional land, which will be acquired by (date).


3.
Lower American River Parkway (North Side)

A.
The City, County and SAFCA will jointly agree on a collaborative funding and acquisition strategy and will acquire the privately owned in holdings that are recommended for public ownership in the ARP update plan; and

B.
SAFCA agrees to utilize currently available site restoration funds through xxx, xxx and xxx and/or pursue other sources of funds to accomplish site restoration funds to accomplish site restoration goals recommended in the ARP Update Plan; and.


C.
SAFCA will include the State and CIHC advisors in planning for the restoration of lands that are identified for use by CIHC.

D.
The State would support the development of an Agreement between the City and County to express long-term programmatic and operational elements within the Lower American River Parkway, consistent with the American River Parkway Plan. City and County agree to include State in the development of such an Agreement as needed to ensure success of the CIHC. 

4.
Site Access

A.
The City will proceed with planning and construction of a pedestrian over crossing at the American River, to provide a viable connection between the north and south Project components, to satisfy the need for a pedestrian and bicycle connection in the Two Rivers area.

B.
The City will plan for potential transportation connections in the vicinity of the Project, including a light rail station.

5.
California Indian Heritage Center Project Planning and Development

A.
Once land is identified for inclusion into the CIHC Project, the State will develop a site and facility master plan with funding and phasing strategies (currently scheduled to begin July 1, 2006).

B.
State is in support of the January 17, 2006, draft ARP Area Plan for the Integrated Area Plan for Discovery Park East, and will continue to monitor any proposed changes to ensure the anticipated use of this area by the CIHC is consistent with the Parkway Update Plan. 

C.
The State recognizes the necessity for improved flood control and public safety along Sacramento’s river levees and will plan for its facilities and programs accordingly.

D.
The State will make a good faith effort to begin construction of first phase by (date).

6.
Agreement for Future Use, Operation and Development

A.
The City and the County recognize that the State will need long-term land-use agreements in order to invest in the development of its facilities and plan for the operations of its programs with confidence, and agree to execute an Agreement with State, for future use, operations and development of lands identified in 2 and 3 above, in support of California Indian values and programmatic needs of the CIHC. 

This MOU will terminate upon completion of the execution of an Agreement or within three years from the effective date of the MOU, whichever occurs first. The parties may extend the MOU by mutual written agreement. This MOU will become effective upon the last date of execution by all participating governmental entities.

The MOU may be executed in counterpart.

Page 1 

