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Director’s Statement
Concessions Annual Report 2005/06

California State Parks’ 278 park units contain the finest and most diverse collection of natural, cultural, and recreational 
resources to be found within California.  These treasures are as diverse as California: from the last stands of primeval 
redwood forests to vast expanses of fragile desert; from the lofty Sierra Nevada to the broad sandy beaches of our 
southern coast; and from the opulence of Hearst Castle to the vestiges of colonial Russia.  

In fiscal year 2005/06, nearly 80 million people visited our parks to enjoy a wide range of recreation and educational 
activities.  Thanks to the efforts of our concessionaires – private parties with whom we contract to provide services at 
State Parks, these activities continue to be available.  These public-private endeavors provide visitor services that may not 
otherwise be offered, ranging from traditional food service and camp stores to off-highway vehicle rentals and interpretive 
tours.  California State Park concessions generated more than $10 million in revenue to the Department during fiscal year 
2005/06 – a record year for the Concessions Program. 

State Parks concessionaires continue to be important partners in implementing State Parks’ mission.  Over the past fiscal 
year, new food service concessions have supported State Parks’ Healthy Food Initiative by offering healthy snack, meal 
and beverage alternatives.  The State Parks e-Store is now provided due to an innovative partnership with Pride 
Industries.  The cottages and restaurant at Crystal Cove State Park opened to the public and the demand has been 
record-setting.  The completion of the new Camp Store at McArthur-Burney Falls Memorial State Park set a new standard 
for park stores. 

We continue to work with our Concessionaires to improve our visitor services within 
California State Parks.

Ruth Coleman 
Director



Tinsmith, Old Town San Diego State Historic Park

Concessions Program Summary
Fiscal Year 2005/06

In fiscal year 2005/06, the California State Parks 
Concession Program managed over 220 
concession contracts, an increase of over 15% 
over the preceding year.  

Rents paid to the Department by concessionaires 
increased 13% to more than $10.4 million, 
making FY 2005-06 a record year for the 
Concessions Program.  This occurred despite 
reductions in concessions’ gross sales, which 
decreased to approximately $78 million.  The 
decrease in gross sales was primarily due to the 
transition to a new concessionaire for operation 
of one of our highest-grossing concessions, Plaza 
del Pasado in Old Town San Diego State Historic 
Park.

In addition, the Program managed approximately 
50 operating agreements for operation of state 
park property by other agencies. In FY 2005/06, 
new operating agreements were completed for 
Santa Monica State Beach and the Locke Boarding 
House with the County of Sacramento.
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Section A
Statistical and Graphical Overview
Fiscal Years 2004/05 and 2005/06

Lake Perris State Recreation Area Marina

Section A provides a statistical and graphical 
comparison of the Concessions Program 
between fiscal years 2004/05 and 2005/06.  
Components include charts and tables that 
present and compare concession contracts and 
revenue by number, size, geographic location 
and fiscal year.

Section A also provides a summary of 
concession contract and operating agreement 
information including concessions per district, 
gross sales and rental payments by fiscal year.















Section B
State Parks Concession Contracts 
Fiscal Years 2004/05 and 2005/06

Beachcomber Café, 
Crystal Cove State Park

Section B provides a comparison of “for-
profit” businesses that operated 
concessions in California State parks 
during fiscal years 2004/05 and 2005/06.  
A summary of terms and revenues for 
each concession contract is presented in 
alphabetical order by park unit.  Revenue 
figures include gross sales and rental 
payments as reported by the 
concessionaire.

Reported rents include monthly rental 
payments and may include late fees, past 
rents due, rental abatements, and other 
adjustments.  Reported rents do not 
include capital investments, 
housekeeping, security and maintenance 
costs.

Note:  “Terminated” indicates the contract 
had been ended by the department. “NA”
denotes information was either not 
applicable or that the data was not 
available at the time the report was 
published.



















































































Section C
Contracts with Nonprofit Organizations

Section C summarizes concession contracts with nonprofit 
organizations during FY 2005/06.  

Typically, these types of agreements allow for the 
provision of services in lieu of rental payments.

Pigeon Point Lightstation 
State Historic Park















Section D
Public Agency Operating Agreements

Section D summarizes operating agreements 
with public agencies for the operation of state 
park units or portions thereof.  

Revenues collected by operating agencies are 
expended solely on the operation, maintenance, 
development, improvement, and management of 
the state park unit.

An asterisk (*) denotes partial units that are 
operated by a public agency.















Section E
New Concession Contracts and Status Changes

Section E provides a listing of the concession 
contracts that were added, renewed, assigned, 
or terminated during fiscal year 2005/06.  

New concession opportunities in fiscal year 
2005/06 are identified with an asterisk (*).

Some contracts have effective dates from the 
prior fiscal year, but were included here 
because the majority of revenues were 
generated during the 2005/06 fiscal year.

Carnegie State Vehicle Recreation Area



























Section F
Concession Operations by Type

Will Rogers State Historic Park

Section F summarizes concession contracts by 
concession type (e.g. restaurants, marinas, camp stores, 
retail sales, etc.).  

Concessions with multiple (M) profit centers are 
subdivided by type.  Some revenue amounts are 
estimated.  

Alcohol (A) sales may include the sale of alcohol for on-
premises or off-premises consumption and/or special 
events.  

The interpretive element designation (Int.) applies to 
concessions that include an interpretive component 
within the operation. 

Note: operating agreements and nonprofit concession 
contracts are not included in this listing.

Surfing Lessons, San Elijo State Beach



















California State Parks Mission:
To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California 

by helping to preserve the state's extraordinary biological diversity,
protecting its most valued natural and cultural resources, and 

creating opportunities for high-quality outdoor recreation.  

Concessions Program Mission:
To enhance the park visitor’s recreational and educational experience

through partnerships with public and private entities
to provide products and services. 

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Governor

Mike Chrisman 
Secretary for Resources

Ruth Coleman 
Director of Parks and Recreation

CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS
P. O. Box 942896 Sacramento, CA 94296-0001
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