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1 INTRODUCTION 

On October 26, 2015, the California Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks), Off-Highway 
Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Division, released to the general public and public agencies the 
Preliminary General Plan and draft environmental impact report (DEIR) for Prairie City State Vehicular 
Recreation Area (SVRA). The General Plan is a guidance document intended for use over many years. It 
identifies potential facilities, proposed use areas, and management goals and guidelines. The goals and 
guidelines address existing issues and provide management guidance that should be implemented to 
achieve the SVRA’s long-term vision. 

The DEIR that accompanied the Preliminary General Plan contains an environmental analysis of 
potentially significant effects of implementing the General Plan. Together, the DEIR and this document, 
including the response to comments, constitute the final environmental impact report (FEIR) for the 
Prairie City SVRA General Plan. 

In accordance with Public Resources Code Section 21091 and California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Guidelines Section 15087, a 45-day public review period for the Preliminary General Plan and 
DEIR was provided. The public was advised of the availability of the Preliminary General Plan and 
DEIR through legal notices placed in local newspapers, e-mails, direct mailings, and notification on the 
OHMVR Division planning website. A public notice (notice of availability) was posted with the 
Sacramento County clerk/recorder, and was published in the Sacramento Bee on October 26th, 2015 and 
the Folsom Telegraph on October 28th, 2015. Copies of the Preliminary General Plan and DEIR were 
also made available for review at the following locations: the Rancho Cordova and Folsom Public 
Libraries, Prairie City SVRA, the State Parks OHMVR Division Headquarters, and the Prairie City 
General Plan website (http://www.PrairieCityGeneralPlan.com).  

During the public review period, comments were received from agencies, organizations, and individuals. 
This document provides responses to the written comments received during the public review period. 
The focus of the response to comments is on the disposition of environmental issues that have been 
raised in the comments, as specified by CEQA Guidelines Section 15088(b). The response to comments 
also includes issues related to planning considerations of the General Plan. 

No comments received on the DEIR resulted in the discussion of any new impact; resulted in a change 
in the significance level of an impact disclosed in the DEIR; or required new mitigation, consideration 
of new alternatives, or any other substantial changes to the DEIR. Changes made to the DEIR in 
response to comments are limited to corrections of minor errors and omissions. Recirculation of the 
environmental impact report (EIR) is not required where the new information added to the EIR merely 
clarifies or amplifies or makes insignificant modifications in an adequate EIR (CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15088.5). This response to comments document meets CEQA requirements for responding to 
comments and recirculation of the DEIR is not required. 

http://www.prairiecitygeneralplan.com/
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This document is organized as follows: 

Chapter 1, “Introduction,” provides a brief overview of the public review process of the Preliminary 
General Plan and DEIR, and describes the organization of the FEIR.  

Chapters 2 through 4 provide complete copies of and responses to all written comments on the Prairie 
City SVRA Preliminary General Plan and DEIR received during the public review period. Each chapter 
provides a list, in table format, of all written comments received on the General Plan and DEIR. Text 
edits made in response to comments are provided within the response and are shown in Chapter 5, 
“Revisions to the General Plan” and Chapter 6, “Revisions to the DEIR.” These chapters are as follows: 

► Chapter 2, “Regional and Local Agency Comments and Responses” 

► Chapter 3, “Organizational Comments and Responses” 

► Chapter 4, “Individual Comments and Responses” 

Chapter 5, “Revisions to the General Plan,” provides a reproduction of portions of the Preliminary 
General Plan with proposed revisions to text made by State Parks and in response to comments. These 
changes will be incorporated in the Draft General Plan to be submitted to the OHMVR Commission for 
approval. 

Chapter 6, “Revisions to the DEIR,” provides a reproduction of portions of the DEIR with proposed 
revisions to text made by State Parks and in response to comments.  

Chapter 7, “List of Preparers,” identifies all preparers of and contributors to the FEIR. 
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2 REGIONAL AND LOCAL AGENCY COMMENTS AND 
RESPONSES 

This chapter provides responses to significant environmental issues raised in the comment letters 
received from regional and local agencies on the Preliminary General Plan and draft environmental 
impact report (DEIR) for Prairie City State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA), as required by 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15132.  

2.1 COMMENT LETTERS 

This section provides a list of all comments received from regional and local agencies on the Prairie City 
SVRA Preliminary General Plan and DEIR during the public review period. Table 2-1 indicates the 
commenters and agencies that submitted written comments, and the dates of the comments. The 
comment letters received are reproduced in their entirety below. 

Table 2-1 
List of Written Comments Received from Regional and Local Agencies 

Commenting Entity 
Author Date Comment 

Letter ID 
Regional and Local Agencies 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Stephanie Tadlock, Environmental Scientist 

November 20, 2015 R1 

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Guy Chetelat, Engineering Geologist, P.G. 

December 1, 2015 R2 

Capital Southeast Connector 
Derek Minnema, PE 

December 10, 2015 R3 

 

2.2 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

This section provides responses to significant environmental issues raised in the comment letters 
received on the Preliminary General Plan and DEIR for Prairie City SVRA. The comment letters 
received are reproduced in their entirety below. 

Revisions to the Preliminary General Plan or the DEIR in response to comments are shown in underline 
and strikeout format in the responses below. These revisions are also shown in Chapter 5, “Revisions to 
the General Plan,” and Chapter 6, “Revisions to the DEIR.” 
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Letter 
R1 

Response 

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board  
Stephanie Tadlock, Environmental Scientist 
November 20, 2015 

  
R1-1 – R1-3 Thank you for your comments. Preliminary General Plan implementation and 

construction of potential facilities will require subsequent planning efforts, and all 
applicable policies and permitting requirements as outlined in the commenter 
letter will be followed. Specific permit needs for future projects will be 
determined in close cooperation with the regulatory agencies, including the 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

 As stated on page 4-11 of the Draft General Plan: 

 “Management of the SVRA is undertaken in compliance with all applicable 
statutory and regulatory requirements, including the following: 

► Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act (CWA) 
► Section 401 of the CWA 
► Section 402 of the CWA 
► Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act of 1969 
► Title 24 of the California Building Standards Code 
► Federal Endangered Species Act 
► California Endangered Species Act 
► California Fish and Game Code 
► California Public Resources Code 
► California Vehicle Code 

 Detailed descriptions of these laws and regulations and their applicable sections 
are included in Section 2.7.3, “Regulatory Influences,” of this General Plan.” 

 As stated on page 4-35 of the Draft General Plan, “Upon adoption of this General 
Plan and certification of the associated environmental impact report, site-specific 
planning may move forward and more detailed plans and specific projects 
envisioned in this General Plan may be implemented. Future projects will require 
project-specific review pursuant to CEQA and may require project-specific 
permits.” 

 Additionally, General Plan guidelines (Water Guideline 1.2, Water Guideline 2.3, 
and NRM Guideline 1.3) require State Parks to coordinate regulatory agencies, 
including the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
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Letter 
R2 

Response 

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board  
Guy Chetelat, Engineering Geologist 
December 1, 2015 

 
R2-1 Thank you for your comments. Protection of water quality and wetlands is an 

important part of the General Plan. For example, the “Resource Management” 
column of the “Distributed OHV Recreation Use Area” row in Table 2-1 located 
on page 2-13 of the DEIR states that portions of the distributed off-highway 
vehicle (OHV) recreation use area may be closed permanently or temporarily for 
restoration, conservation, or protection of natural and cultural resources. The 
Preliminary General Plan (page 4-12) and DEIR (page 3.3-10) include Water 
Goal 1 and Water Guidelines 1.1 and 1.2. Water Goal 1 states: “Manage the 
SVRA for the protection of jurisdictional waters of the United States including 
wetlands, and waters of the state, while maintaining a quality OHV recreational 
experience.” Additionally, Wildlife Guideline 1.2 states: “Avoid siting new 
facilities within 250 feet of pools known or later identified to support vernal pool 
fairy shrimp, vernal pool tadpole shrimp, western pond turtle, or western 
spadefoot.” Implementation of these elements of the General Plan is expected to 
protect water quality. Compared with existing conditions, the footprint of “open” 
or distributed riding opportunities is much reduced under the General Plan. In 
addition to the goals and guidelines included in the General Plan, State Parks can 
implement project-level wetland protection measures, if warranted.  
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Letter 
R3 

Response 

Capital Southeast Connector  
Derek Minnema, PE 
December 10, 2015 

 

R3-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 
No further response is provided because the comment is not related to the 
adequacy of the environmental impact analysis in the DEIR. 
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3 ORGANIZATIONAL COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

This chapter provides responses to significant environmental issues raised in the comment letters 
received from organizations on the Preliminary General Plan and draft environmental impact report 
(DEIR) for Prairie City State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA), as required by California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15132.  

3.1 COMMENT LETTERS 

This section provides a list of all comments received from organizations on the Prairie City SVRA 
Preliminary General Plan and DEIR during the public review period. Table 3-1 indicates the 
commenters and agencies that submitted written comments, and the dates of the comments. The 
comment letters received are reproduced in their entirety below. 

Table 3-1 
List of Written Comments Received from Organizations 

Commenting Entity 
Author Date Comment 

Letter ID 
Organizational 
Taylor and Wiley 
Jesse J. Yang 

December 8, 2015 O1 

California Off-Road Vehicle Association 
Amy Granat 

December 9, 2015 O2 

District 36 Motorcycle Sports Committee, Inc., Legislative Action Office 
Dave Pickett 

December 9, 2015 O3 

 

3.2 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

This section provides responses to significant environmental issues raised in the comment letters 
received on the Preliminary General Plan and DEIR for Prairie City SVRA. The comment letters 
received are reproduced in their entirety below. 

Revisions to the Preliminary General Plan or the DEIR in response to comments are shown in underline 
and strikeout format in the responses below. These revisions are also shown in Chapter 5, “Revisions to 
the General Plan,” and Chapter 6, “Revisions to the DEIR.” 
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Letter 
O1 

Response 

Taylor and Wiley 
Jesse J. Yang 
December 8, 2015 

  
O1-1 Thank you for attaching a copy of the exclusive easement grant deed, and your 

comment letter dated September 21, 2012 in response to the Prairie City State 
Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA) Barton Ranch Acquisition Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. No further response is provided because 
the comment is not related to the adequacy of the environmental impact analysis 
in the DEIR. 

O1-2 References to the haul road easement can be found throughout the Preliminary 
General Plan. These references can be found on page 2-21, Figure 2-8 on page 
222, and page 2-50. Operations and Maintenance Guideline 5.1 on page 4-29 
states: “Manage the SVRA in a manner that honors existing easements and does 
not adversely affect easement use by the respective parties.” See response O1-16 
for changes to Figure 2-8 showing a revised location of the haul road easement. In 
response to the comment, text edits have been made to Preliminary General Plan 
page 2-21 as shown below:  

Easements  

Prairie City SVRA has various easements primarily for utility providers, 
such as Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) and Sacramento 
Municipal Utility District (SMUD), to allow transmission lines to run 
through the site and to maintain electric poles. In April 2014, State Parks 
purchased 67.95 acres adjacent to the southwestern southeastern corner of 
the SVRA from Barton-Mosher Sacramento Ranches, LP, and assumed an 
exclusive easement with White Rock Road Properties, LLC for 
conveyance of aggregate material from the Teichert Quarry mining site to 
its processing facility. The Barton Ranch property was acquired to manage 
erosion and sedimentation along the Coyote Creek drainage. The cost of 
this purchase was partially offset by selling a 21.68-acre haul road 
easement to the Barton Ranch along the southern boundary of the SVRA 
to support future mining operations on other Barton Ranch properties. 
This easement dissects the existing kart track and mini MX track, creating 
the need to relocate them to another site within the SVRA. Figure 2-8 
shows the locations of the existing easements in the SVRA. 

Text edits have also been made to the “Allowable Uses” column of the 
Stormwater Management Use Area in Table 4-1 located on page 4-7 of the 
Preliminary General Plan and Table 2-1 located on page 2-13 of the DEIR. The 
text edit is shown below:  



Prairie City State Vehicular Recreation Area FEIR   
Organizational Comments and Responses  3-33 

This area allows stormwater protection features and facilities. Facilities could 
include a sediment basin, biofiltration swale (bioswale) or other stormwater 
control features such as sediment barriers, and/or a stormwater spray field. The 
allowable uses are subject to the terms of State Parks’ exclusive easement with 
White Rock Road Properties, LLC. This exclusive easement located within the 
Barton Ranch acquisition area is for the construction and operation of a conveyor 
belt system, access road, and associated utilities needed to convey aggregate 
material from the Teichert Quarry mining site to its processing facility. Portions 
of the stormwater management use area that bisect other use areas may allow 
limited OHV recreation while instituting stormwater management measures to 
prevent water quality degradation and soil loss. 

O1-3 In response to this comment, a text edit has been made to page S-4 of the DEIR as 
shown below: 

Under the No-Project Alternative, the only activities on the Yost property 
and in the Barton Ranch acquisition area would be those designed to 
improve the SVRA’s environmental and water quality conditions, meet 
regulatory agency requirements, honor existing easements, and keep up 
with maintenance necessary to maintain safe conditions. 

O1-4 The discussion on DEIR page 2-4 describes the environmental setting of the areas 
in the vicinity of the Prairie City SVRA. State Parks’ exclusive agreement with 
White Rock Road Properties, LLC is described elsewhere in the existing setting 
which can be found in Chapter 2, “Existing Conditions” of the Preliminary 
General Plan. See response to comment O1-1. 

O1-5 In response to this comment, the text has been edited on DEIR pages 2-4 and 2-6 
as shown below: 

Prairie City SVRA has various easements for utility providers, and a haul 
road easement along the southern boundary of the SVRA, and an 
exclusive easement with White Rock Road Properties, LLC to support 
future mining operations on nearby properties (General Plan Figure 2-8, 
“Easements”). 

O1-6 Figure 2-3, “Planning Area” is intended to show the planning area boundary 
which includes the properties that were recently acquired by State Parks to expand 
Prairie City SVRA. This figure does not show any of the existing easements. 
Easements are shown on Figure 2-8. See also response O1-16.  

O1-7 DEIR Table 2-1 and Preliminary General Plan Table 4-1, “Use Areas” provide a 
detailed description of the Stormwater Management Use Area. See response O1-2 
for text edits to DEIR Table 2-1 and Preliminary General Plan Table 4-1.  
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As stated in the DEIR, general plans are broad-based policy documents that long-
range visions and goals and provide direction on future types of improvements, 
services, and programs. The Preliminary General Plan provides much of the 
physical and regulatory setting description and the project description used for the 
CEQA analysis. Chapter 2, “Existing Conditions,” in the General Plan describes 
the geographical, physical, and management setting, including resource 
conditions and planning influences. General Plan Chapter 4, “The Plan,” 
identifies proposed use areas and management goals and guidelines, which 
combine to serve as the project description used for the CEQA analysis. The level 
of detail provided in the CEQA document is appropriate for a program EIR. The 
specifics of the BMPs are not known at this time. 

O1-8 See response O1-2 for text edits to DEIR Table 2-1 and Preliminary General Plan 
Table 4-1.  

O1-9 See response O1-7. 

O1-10  In response to the comment, DEIR Figure 2-5, “Potential Facilities,” DEIR Figure 
6-1, “Reduced Footprint Alternative,” and Preliminary General Plan Figure 4-2, 
“Potential Facilities,” have been revised to include State Parks’ exclusive 
easement with White Rock Road Properties, LLC within the Barton Ranch 
acquisition area.  

O1-11 See response O1-7. 

O1-12 See responses O1-2 and O1-7. 

O1-13 See responses O1-2 and O1-7. 

O1-14 In response to the comment, text edits have also been made to the “Project 
Description” column of the Teichert Quarry row in Table 4-3 located on page 4-5 
of the DEIR. The text edit is shown below:  

The project would involve mining of up to 7 million tons of material per year, 
with a maximum of 135 tons over 25 years on 584 acres. 

O1-15 In response to the comment, a text edit has been made to DEIR page 4-8 as shown 
below: 

A conveyor will be constructed within a 100-foot wide exclusive easement 
located in Barton Ranch along the southern boundary of Prairie City SVRA to 
convey a portion of the mined material to Teichert Aggregates’ existing Grant 
Line Rock Products facility. 
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O1-16 In response to the comment, Figure 2-8, “Easements,” on page 2-22 of the 
Preliminary General Plan has been revised to show modified locations of the haul 
road and mining operations easements.  

O1-17 In response to the comment, a text edit has been made to Preliminary General 
Plan page 2-50 as shown below: 

A mining operations easement is also located on the Barton Ranch acquisition 
property, and the proposed stormwater management improvements are subject to 
the terms of State Parks’ exclusive easement with White Rock Road Properties, 
LLC (see Figure 2-8 and Table 2-1). 

O1-18 Thank you for your comments. No further response is provided because the 
comment is not related to the adequacy of the environmental impact analysis in 
the DEIR. 

O1-19 Thank you for attaching a copy your comment letter dated September 21, 2012 in 
response to the Prairie City SVRA Barton Ranch Acquisition Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. No further response is provided because 
the comment is not related to the adequacy of the environmental impact analysis 
in the DEIR. 

O1-20 Thank you for attaching a copy the exclusive easement grant deed. No further 
response is provided because the comment is not related to the adequacy of the 
environmental impact analysis in the DEIR. 
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Letter 
O2 

Response 

California Off-Road Vehicle Association 
Amy Granat 
December 9, 2015 

  
O2-1 Thank you for your comments and statement of support for the General Plan. 

State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. No further response is 
provided because the comment is not related to the adequacy of the environmental 
impact analysis in the DEIR. 
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Letter 
O3 

Response 

District 36 Motorcycle Sports Committee, Inc., Legislative Action Office 
Dave Pickett 
December 9, 2015 

  
O3-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project.  

O3-2 The commenter appears to be referring to the portion of the SVRA identified as 
“Ecological Reserve Area” on Figure 2-6 of the General Plan. This area has a 
concentration of vernal pools as identified on Figure 2-12 of the General Plan. 
Through the development of the 1991 Master Plan for Prairie City SVRA, a 
Resource Management Guideline was developed directing that “Vernal pools 
should be protected from OHV impacts.” Given the concentration of vernal pools 
in this area it was set aside through the 1991 Master Plan as not available for 
OHV recreation. 

 State Parks appreciates the commenter’s desire to make this area available for 
OHV recreation but due to the concentration of vernal pools and through 
consultation with the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board the 
General Plan identifies this area as a Vernal Pool Management Use Area and not 
open to OHV recreation. 

O3-3 As part of the General Plan development process the planning team reviewed the 
1991 Master Plan in its entirety inclusive of Vision Statement, unit classification 
and Purpose of the Plan. The commenter identifies “confusion with the original 
document” but does not elaborate on which elements of 1991 Master Plan is 
confusing relative to the General Plan. State Parks believes the planning process 
utilized to develop the current General Plan is consistent with the intention of a 
SVRA Classification. 

 The commenter then provides a statement identifying a condition that has evolved 
over time, as facilities have been developed at Prairie City SVRA; the lands 
available for OHV recreation have decreased. The General Plan identifies the 
211-acre Yost property as land previously closed to OHV recreation but in the 
future will accommodate OHV recreation. 

O3-4 The General Plan and DEIR have been developed in accordance with CEQA, the 
OHMVR Act and other relative statutes, regulations and State Park policies. See 
DEIR Section 1, “Introduction.” 

 The Deer Creek Hills Preserve identified by the commenter is not part of the 
planning area for the Prairie City SVRA General Plan. 

 Use areas identified in the General Plan that are not open to motorized recreation 
should not be construed as mitigation directed by a regulatory action. No 
regulatory action is implemented as part of the General Plan. Instead use areas 
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were developed to achieve a balance in providing OHV recreation while 
protecting and interpreting on-site natural resources. 

 Tree planting along White Rock Road was not identified in the General Plan. 
Without knowing the project details it is not possible to determine consistency of 
such plantings with the General Plan.  

 The OHMVR Act requires that SVRAs be managed to provide quality OHV 
recreation while caring for resources. The commenter seems to believe that 
SVRAs should be operated without consideration for resources. The General Plan 
strives to achieve a balance of providing quality OHV recreation while caring for 
natural and cultural resources, thus meeting the dual mandates of the OHMVR 
Division. 

 The General Plan identifies the 211-acre Yost property as lands previously closed 
to OHV recreation but that in the future will accommodate OHV recreation. 

O3-5 Because SVRAs are owned by the State of California and operated by State Parks, 
the general plans of local cities and counties do not guide SVRA planning or 
management. As described on page 2-1 of the Preliminary General Plan, portions 
of the General Agriculture land use designation to the northeast and southeast of 
Prairie City SVRA have a Resource Conservation Area combining designation. 
This land use designation was established by Sacramento County in its 2030 
General Plan. The land use designation for Prairie City SVRA has not been 
recently updated by Sacramento County. Therefore, a portion of the SVRA’s land 
use is still obsoletely listed as General Agriculture (Figure 2-1). No further 
response is provided because the comment is not related to the adequacy of the 
environmental impact analysis in the DEIR. 

O3-6 Figure 2-1 is included in the Prairie City SVRA General Plan to identify 
surrounding land uses. It is not intended to show SVRA lands open or closed to 
OHV recreation. Figure 4-1 of the Prairie City SVRA General Plan identifies 
SVRA lands open or closed to OHV recreation and Section 4.3.1.5 of the Prairie 
City SVRA General Plan describes why the area identified by the commenter is 
proposed to be closed to OHV recreation. 

O3-7 Section 3.3.8, “Land Use, Development, and Easements” on page 3-5 of the 
Preliminary General Plan discusses the future development of the Folsom Plan 
Area Specific Plan, and acknowledges that there is potential for conflicts between 
future residents and the existing SVRA during daily operations and special events. 
As described on page 3.9-13 of the DEIR Section 3.9, “Noise”, noise impacts 
from SVRA operation at off-site noise sensitive uses would be less than 
significant. Preliminary General Plan traffic impacts as described on DEIR pages 
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3.11-15 through 3.11-20, were also found to be less than significant. The 
Preliminary General Plan includes Operations and Maintenance goals and 
guidelines related to noise, traffic, and special events.  

O3-8 As described in Preliminary General Plan page 2-3 and shown in Figure 2-2, the 
Folsom Plan Area Specific Plan, the propose land use adjacent to the northeast 
corner of Prairie City SVRA along Prairie City and White Rock Roads is 
community commercial.  

O3-9 Figure 2-3, “Conceptual Land Use Plan for the East Planning Area” on page 2-7 
of the Preliminary General Plan shows the location of the East Planning Area as 
described in the Rancho Cordova General Plan adopted in 2006. The East 
Planning Area is further described on page 2-4 of the Preliminary General Plan.  

O3-10 In response to the comment, a text edit has been made to the first paragraph of 
Preliminary General Plan page 2-14 as shown below:  

With the exception of limited administrative and special event access, 
Vvehicular activity is not allowed in the buffer zone, which protects views 
and scenic quality along Scott Road from White Rock Road to Latrobe 
Road (Figure 2-6). 

O3-11 State Parks shares the commenter’s admiration for the annual Hangtown 
Motocross Classic. The referenced section of the General Plan identifies that the 
Prairie City Motocross Track hosts the Hangtown Motocross Classic every May. 
Section 3.3.5 of the General Plan also identifies the Hangtown Motocross Classic 
as the largest special event at Prairie City SVRA and Section 4.3.2.5 of the 
General Plan directs SVRA managers to enhance the spectator facilities at the 
Prairie City Motocross Track. This proposed action is expected to facilitate State 
Parks’ continued relationship with the event sponsors of the Hangtown Motocross 
Classic and sponsors of other similar events. 

O3-12 The Preliminary General Plan does not propose the relocation of the Northern 
Communications Center (NORCOM). 

O3-13 The facility referenced by the commenter is a remnant of the Aerojet rocket 
testing site at Prairie City SVRA. The facility’s attributes made this site suitable 
for a State Parks peace officer (SPPO) firearms training facility but not suitable 
for public access consistent with a SVRA. It is not uncommon in the provision of 
public recreational land use that the land use manager needs support facilities to 
operate the lands and that these facilities occupy space that is not otherwise 
available for public use. The Draft General Plan proposes to continue the 
utilization of the facility for SPPO firearms training and that it will remain closed 
to the public. 
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O3-14 DEIR page 3.1-6 states that the dirt oval track and quarter midget track are 
currently equipped with lighting. In response to the comment, a text edit has been 
made to the fourth paragraph (Electricity) of Preliminary General Plan page 2-21 
as shown below: 

The on-site distribution system, which consists of a 12-kilovolt line, 
provides electrical power for the administration buildings, water pumping 
requirements, security lighting, and lighting for tracks the dirt oval track 
and the quarter midget track.  

O3-15 The referenced section currently describes that, “Asbestos is a term applied to 
several types of naturally occurring…” which appears to be consistent with the 
commenter’s request. State Parks appreciates the information regarding 
Serpentine’s status as a State Rock but disagrees that this information needs to be 
added to the General Plan. 

O3-16 The acreage of the two sources areas located within Area 39 has been added to 
DEIR page 3.7-7. The text has been amended as shown below: 

Source area 29B (8.9 acres) was closed primarily because of lead 
contamination associated with the firing range and the source area 30B 
(4.6 acres) was closed primarily because dioxins and furans were found in 
soils. 

O3-17 Thank you for your comments. The commenter is requesting an “exemption” 
based on the information contained in this section. It is unclear what the 
“exemption” relates to. The commenter is also requesting a “CARB Waiver.” 
State Parks assumes this is referring to a waiver from the California Air 
Resources Board (ARB) green/red sticker program which is described in the 
Preliminary General Plan on page 2-126. State Parks does not have the authority 
to waive or exempt Prairie City SVRA from the ARB green/red sticker program. 

O3-18 As stated on page 2-60 of the Preliminary General Plan, the bullet points list 
information sources and studies that were used to inform the existing conditions 
of biological resources known or expected to occur in the planning area. The 
Preliminary General Plan does not state that these sources and studies were 
provided by government agencies. 

O3-19 The Prairie City SVRA website currently provides information related to wildlife 
monitoring (http://ohv.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=25711). State Parks will upload the 
master species list to the wildlife monitoring webpage.  

O3-20 A discussion of vernal pools and associated plant/wildlife species is provided on 
page 2-66 of the Preliminary General Plan. Given the concentration of the vernal 

http://ohv.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=25711
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pools in the portion of the SVRA discussed by the commenter and through 
consultation with the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, State 
Parks believes the area should continue to be excluded from OHV recreation 
consistent with the 1991 Master Plan for Prairie City SVRA. 

O3-21 Figure 2-16, “Vegetation Map” shows the locations of the nine vegetation 
communities that are present in the planning area including: Annual Grassland, 
Coyote Brush Scrub, Blue Oak Woodland, Cottonwood/Willow Stand, 
Developed/Ornamental, Disturbed Annual Grassland, Ruderal, March/Palustrine, 
and Vernal Pool. Annual Grassland and Disturbed Annual Grassland are 
vegetative classifications which contain a mix of native and nonnative forbs and 
nonnative annual grass species along with scattered areas of vernal pools as 
described on page 2-63 of the Preliminary General Plan. Coyote Brush Scrub is 
described in detail on page 2-64 of the Preliminary General Plan. Table 2-7 
(Preliminary General Plan page 2-69) and Table 2-8 (Preliminary General Plan 
page 2-70) provide detailed information of the special-status plant and wildlife 
species that have the potential to occur in the vicinity of Prairie City SVRA. 
Vernal pool fairy shrimp and vernal pool tadpole shrimp are included in Table 2-
8. Vernal pool fairy shrimp are listed as threatened under the federal Endangered 
Species Act (ESA), and the vernal pool tadpole shrimp are listed as endangered 
under the ESA. Preliminary General Plan Section 3.3.11, “Biological Resources” 
on page 3-6 of the Preliminary General Plan and Impact 3.3-4, “Potential Impacts 
on Vernal Pool Special-Status Invertebrates” on page 3.3-14 of the DEIR provides 
additional information on vernal pool tadpole shrimp and vernal pool fairy 
shrimp. Figure 4-1 of the Preliminary General Plan identifies Use Areas for the 
future operation of Prairie City SVRA. The allowable uses and total acreage 
within the Use Areas are described on pages 4-5 and 4-6 of the Preliminary 
General Plan. 

O3-22 The following commenter reference from page 2-74 of the Preliminary General 
Plan was not found: “As noted, an “occasional flowing” (River?) flows through 
the center of the National Hangtown Track on rare occasion.” As stated on page 
2-74 of the Preliminary General Plan, wetlands and other waters mapped in the 
planning area are potential waters of the United States subject to U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers jurisdiction under Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act 
(CWA). Before any fill material may be placed into waters of the United States, 
the project applicant must apply for a CWA Section 404 permit from USACE. 
Preliminary General Plan implementation and construction of potential facilities 
will require subsequent planning efforts and the CWA Section 404 permit 
requirements will be evaluated at that time. During that process an updated 
jurisdictional determination can be pursued. 
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As noted in the comment, the abbreviation “USACE” is listed on page viii of 
“Acronyms and Other Abbreviations.” The abbreviation is also spelled-out the 
first time it is used in the Preliminary General Plan on page 2-60. However, in 
response to the comment the abbreviation will also be spelled-out on Preliminary 
General Plan page 2-74 as shown below: 

Wetlands and other waters mapped in the planning area, including vernal 
pools, marsh/palustrine habitat, and the four intermittent streams tributary 
to Coyote Creek and Buffalo Creek, are potential waters of the United 
States subject to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) jurisdiction 
under Section 404 of the federal CWA. 

O3-23 The Bedrock Milling Features is a prehistoric site located in the Barton Ranch 
acquisition Area. The Barton Ranch property was purchased in 2014 to help 
manage water quality and it is identified as a Stormwater Management Use Area 
in Figure 4-1, on page 4-2 of the Preliminary General Plan. The text of 
Preliminary General Plan page 2-76 has been modified as shown below: 

Bedrock Milling Features (Temporary Number 04232012) 

This is a prehistoric site that is located in the Barton Ranch acquisition 
area and consists of three milling station features, situated at the eastern 
edge of an open prairie that transitions into a creek. Large oak trees are 
located sparsely along the creek drainage and the eastern reaches of the 
bench. However, no cultural constituents were found in association with 
the oak trees. Because of dense grasses and forbs, ground visibility is 
poor. Much of the bedrock is covered in reddish-brown soil, and there 
appears to be seasonal soil buildup covering the site. Additional milling 
features may be buried beneath the sediment. This area was most likely a 
food processing area because no significant midden or artifacts were 
present. The site has not been evaluated for inclusion in the CRHR and 
will be avoided by project activities. The General Plan identifies this 
location as a Stormwater Management Use Area.  

O3-24 As stated on page 4-9 of the Preliminary General Plan Section 4.3.2, “Potential 
Facilities,” the Moon Room is envisioned as the future home of the SVRA visitor 
center, providing opportunities for interpretation and educational programs. 

O3-25 Preliminary General Plan Chapter 2, “Existing Conditions” includes Sections 
2.3.3.4, “Ethnographic Setting” and 2.3.3.6, “Historic-Era Setting” as part of the 
existing conditions discussion for cultural resources.  

O3-26 State Parks agrees with the commenter as illustrated by Operations and 
Maintenance Guideline 8.1 on page 4-34 of the Preliminary General Plan, which 
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directs State Parks to plant California native plant and tree species to screen the 
northeast corner of the 4x4 trials area from views along Scott Road, and as 
necessary to screen new facilities from views.  

O3-27 Thank you for your comments. No further response is provided because the 
comment is not related to the adequacy of the environmental impact analysis in 
the DEIR. 

O3-28 Yost property acquisition details including content identified by the commenter 
can be found in the second paragraph of Preliminary General Plan page 2-37.  

O3-29 The comment suggests circulation and access improvements that are already 
proposed in the Preliminary General Plan. The General Plan’s preferred concept, 
represented as potential facilities (Figure 4-2), broadly depicts the types and 
conceptual locations of facilities that are anticipated to be constructed at the 
SVRA over the long term. Circulation improvements are included in the preferred 
concept, and are described in detail on page 4-10. State Parks agrees with the 
commenter that the White Rock Road widening project implemented by 
Sacramento County resulted in diminished access to Prairie City SVRA. State 
Parks is actively working on efforts to improve access and public safety 
associated with circulation and access issues.  

O3-30 through O-33 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project.  
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4 INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

This chapter provides responses to significant environmental issues raised in the comment letters 
received on the Preliminary General Plan and draft environmental impact report (DEIR) for Prairie City 
State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA), as required by California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines Section 15132. 

4.1 COMMENT LETTERS 

This section provides a list of all comments received from individuals on the Prairie City SVRA 
Preliminary General Plan and DEIR during the public review period. Table 4-1 indicates the 
commenters and agencies that submitted written comments, and the dates of the comments. The 
comment letters received are reproduced in their entirety below. 

Table 4-1 
List of Written Comments Received from Individuals 

Commenting Entity 
Author Date Comment 

Letter ID 
Individual 
Beverly Ban October 26, 2015 I1 
Ron Porteous October 30, 2015 I2 
Kevin Murphy November 15, 2015 I3 
Mike Pace November 21, 2015 I4 
Joe Dowd December 7, 2015 I5 
Maria Olmos December 7, 2015 I6 
Jean Sousa December 7, 2015 I7 
Maria Olmos December 8, 2015 I8 
Steve Mundy December 8, 2015 I9 
Ed Santin December 9, 2015 I10 
Dave Pickett December 9, 2015 I11 
Tom A. Balmain December 9, 2015 I12 
 

4.2 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

This section provides responses to significant environmental issues raised in the comment letters 
received on the Preliminary General Plan and DEIR for Prairie City SVRA. The comment letters 
received are reproduced in their entirety below. 

Revisions to the Preliminary General Plan or the DEIR in response to comments are shown in underline 
and strikeout format in the responses below. These revisions are also shown in Chapter 5, “Revisions to 
the General Plan,” and Chapter 6, “Revisions to the DEIR.”  
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Letter 
I1 

Response 

Beverly Ban 
October 26, 2015 

  
I1-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 

No further response is provided because the comment is not related to the 
adequacy of the environmental impact analysis in the DEIR.  
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Letter 
I2 

Response 

Ron Porteous 
October 30, 2015 

  
I2-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 

The uses proposed in the Preliminary General Plan are consistent with the long 
term vision and management mandates for Prairie City SVRA.   
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Letter 
I3 

Response 

Kevin Murphy 
November 15, 2015 

  
I3-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 

Preliminary General Plan implementation and construction of potential facilities 
will require subsequent planning and development efforts that will consider a 
broad range of amenities.   
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Letter 
I4 

Response 

Mike Pace  
November 21, 2015 

  
I4-1 Thank you for your comments. Preliminary General Plan page 2-21 provides a 

description of the planning area easements, of which the haul road is one.  
Table 4-3 on DEIR page 4-5 provides information on the Teichert Quarry and the 
need for the haul road and mining operations easements. In response to this 
comment and comment O1-2, text edits have been made to Preliminary General 
Plan page 2-21 as shown below:  

Easements  

Prairie City SVRA has various easements primarily for utility providers, 
such as Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) and Sacramento 
Municipal Utility District (SMUD), to allow transmission lines to run 
through the site and to maintain electric poles. In April 2014, State Parks 
purchased 67.95 acres adjacent to the southwestern southeastern corner of 
the SVRA from Barton-Mosher Sacramento Ranches, LP, and assumed an 
exclusive easement with White Rock Road Properties, LLC for 
conveyance of aggregate material from the Teichert Quarry mining site to 
its processing facility. The Barton Ranch property was acquired to manage 
erosion and sedimentation along the Coyote Creek drainage. The cost of 
this purchase was partially offset by selling a 21.68-acre haul road 
easement to the Barton Ranch along the southern boundary of the SVRA 
to support future mining operations on other Barton Ranch properties. 
This easement dissects the existing kart track and mini MX track, creating 
the need to relocate them to another site within the SVRA. Figure 2-8 
shows the locations of the existing easements in the SVRA. 

Text edits have also been made to the “Allowable Uses” column of the 
Stormwater Management Use Area in Table 4-1 located on page 4-7 of the 
Preliminary General Plan and Table 2-1 located on page 2-13 of the DEIR. 
The text edit is shown below:  

This area allows stormwater protection features and facilities. Facilities could 
include a sediment basin, biofiltration swale (bioswale) or other stormwater 
control features such as sediment barriers, and/or a stormwater spray field. 
The allowable uses are subject to the terms of State Parks’ exclusive easement 
with White Rock Road Properties, LLC. This exclusive easement located within 
the Barton Ranch acquisition area is for the construction and operation of a 
conveyor belt system, access road, and associated utilities needed to convey 
aggregate material from the Teichert Quarry mining site to its processing facility. 
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Portions of the stormwater management use area that bisect other use areas may 
allow limited OHV recreation while instituting stormwater management measures 
to prevent water quality degradation and soil loss. 
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Letter 
I5 

Response 

Joe Dowd 
December 7, 2015 

  
I5-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 

Preliminary General Plan implementation and construction of potential facilities 
will require subsequent planning and development efforts and all allowable uses 
will be considered during these future efforts. 
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Letter 
I6 

Response 

Maria Olmos 
December 7, 2015 

  
I6-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 

Preliminary General Plan implementation and construction of potential facilities 
will require subsequent planning and development efforts and all allowable uses 
will be considered during these future efforts.  
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Letter 
I7 

Response 

Jean Sousa 
December 7, 2015 

  
I7-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 

General Plan implementation and construction of potential facilities will require 
subsequent planning and development efforts and all allowable uses will be 
considered during these future efforts. 
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Letter 
I8 

Response 

Maria Olmos 
December 8, 2015 

  
I8-1 Thank you for your comments. See response I6-1.  
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Letter 
I9 

Response 

Steve Mundy 
December 8, 2015 

  
I9-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 

As discussed in Section 2.7 of the Preliminary General Plan, the OHMVR Act 
directs State Parks to manage SVRAs to support OHV recreation and related non-
motorized recreational opportunities. Additionally the OHMVR Act directs that 
SVRAs be managed to provide recreational opportunities while caring for the 
resources. The Declaration of Purpose and SVRA Vision referenced by the 
commenter were partly derived from this statutory guidance. 

I9-2 The comment references Zone 1. While zones were used during the development 
of planning concepts early during the planning process, the Preliminary General 
Plan and DEIR that were circulated for public review do not include zone 
designations. See Figure 4-2, “Potential Facilities” on Preliminary General Plan 
page 4-3 for the preferred concept. Preliminary General Plan Section 3.3.7, 
“Administrative and Recreation Facilities” states: “The building that currently 
serves as a main entrance station and ranger station is too small for both 
operations. Relocating the ranger station to the current district office location 
would provide sufficient space for ranger station operations and locate the station 
more centrally in the SVRA.” The ranger station discussion on page 4-9 of the 
Preliminary General Plan provides further rationale for the proposed relocation of 
the ranger station.  

I9-3 The comment references Zone 2. While zones were used during the development 
of planning concepts early during the planning process, the Preliminary General 
Plan and DEIR that were circulated for public review do not include zone 
designations. See Figure 4-2, “Potential Facilities” on Preliminary General Plan 
page 4-3 for the preferred concept. The Preliminary General Plan includes 
approximately 217 acres of a Distributed OHV Recreation Use Area, which is an 
area where OHV recreation is not confined to identified routes and trails. 
Preliminary General Plan Table 4-1 provides a detailed description of the 
Distributed OHV Recreation Use Area. See response I-4 for haul road easement 
information.  

I9-4 The comment references Zones 3 and 4. While zones were used during the 
development of planning concepts early during the planning process, the 
Preliminary General Plan and DEIR that were circulated for public review do not 
include zone designations. See Figure 4-2, “Potential Facilities” on Preliminary 
General Plan page 4-3 for the preferred concept. See also response I9-3. Refer to 
Preliminary General Plan Section 2.3.2 (starting on page 2-59) for a detailed 



Prairie City State Vehicular Recreation Area FEIR   
Individual Comments and Responses  4-25 

description of the vegetation communities and plant and animal life present or 
likely to occur at Prairie City SVRA.  

I9-5 The comment references Zone 5. While zones were used during the development 
of planning concepts early during the planning process, the Preliminary General 
Plan and DEIR that were circulated for public review do not include zone 
designations. See Figure 4-2, “Potential Facilities” on Preliminary General Plan 
page 4-3 for the preferred concept. Circulation and access improvements are 
proposed in the Preliminary General Plan. Improved Circulation is included as a 
potential facility, and is described in detail on page 4-10. 
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Letter 
I10 

Response 

Ed Santin 
December 9, 2015 

  
I10-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 

The comment references Zone 5. While zones were used during the development 
of planning concepts early during the planning process, the Preliminary General 
Plan and DEIR that were circulated for public review do not include zone 
designations. See Figure 4-2, “Potential Facilities” on Preliminary General Plan 
page 4-3 for the preferred concept. Preliminary General Plan implementation and 
construction of potential facilities will require subsequent planning and 
development efforts and all allowable uses will be considered at that time.  

I10-2  The comment references Zone 3. While zones were used during the development 
of planning concepts early during the planning process, the Preliminary General 
Plan and DEIR that were circulated for public review do not include zone 
designations. See Figure 4-2, “Potential Facilities” on Preliminary General Plan 
page 4-3 for the preferred concept. Preliminary General Plan Table 4-1 provides a 
detailed description of the Stormwater Management Use Area. As stated in the 
“Allowable Uses” column, this area allows stormwater protection features and 
facilities. Facilities could include a sediment basin, biofiltration swale (bioswale) 
or other stormwater control features such as sediment barriers, and/or a 
stormwater spray field. Portions of the stormwater management use area that 
bisect other use areas may allow limited OHV recreation while instituting 
stormwater management measures to prevent water quality degradation and soil 
loss. The Preliminary General Plan includes goals and guidelines related to water 
quality including Water Goal 2, which states: “Manage the SVRA for the 
protection of water quality while maintaining a quality OHV recreational 
experience.” The commenter does not offer any evidence of how the project 
would result in additional significant impacts. Therefore, the comment does not 
change the conclusions in the DEIR regarding the significance of impacts. 

I10-3 Thank you for your comments. Circulation and access improvements are 
proposed in the Preliminary General Plan. The General Plan’s preferred concept, 
represented as potential facilities (Figure 4-2), broadly depicts the types and 
conceptual locations of facilities that are anticipated to be constructed at the 
SVRA over the long term. Circulation improvements are included in the preferred 
concept, and are described in detail on page 4-10.  

I10-4 Thank you for your comments. The planning area of the Prairie City SVRA 
General Plan as described on Preliminary General Plan page 1-4 and shown in 
Figure 1-2, consists of approximately 1,115 acres: the existing SVRA 
encompassing 836 acres, 211 acres purchased in 2004 (the Yost property), and 
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68 acres purchased in 2014 (the Barton Ranch acquisition). The comment 
references Zone 5. While zones were used during the development of planning 
concepts early during the planning process, the Preliminary General Plan and 
DEIR that were circulated for public review do not include zone designations. See  
Figure 4-2, “Potential Facilities” on Preliminary General Plan page 4-3 for the 
preferred concept. No further response is provided because the comment is not 
related to the adequacy of the environmental impact analysis in the DEIR. 

  



Prairie City State Vehicular Recreation Area FEIR   
Individual Comments and Responses  4-29 

  



  Prairie City State Vehicular Recreation Area FEIR 
4-30  Individual Comments and Responses 

Letter 
I11 

Response 

Dave Pickett 
December 9, 2015 

  
I11-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 

The Preliminary General Plan and associated DEIR for Prairie City SVRA was 
circulated for public review and comment for a period of 45 days from October 
26, 2015 through December 9, 2015.  
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Letter 
I12 

Response 

Tom A. Balmain 
December 10, 2015 

  
I12-1 Thank you for your comments. State Parks appreciates your interest in the project. 

The Preliminary General Plan includes the Distributed OHV Recreation Use 
Area, the Route and Trail System Use Area, and the Developed Use Area, all of 
which provide OHV recreational opportunities. Preliminary General Plan  
Table 4-1 provides a detailed description of these use areas. 

  



  Prairie City State Vehicular Recreation Area FEIR 
4-34  Individual Comments and Responses 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 

  



Prairie City State Vehicular Recreation Area FEIR   
Revisions to the General Plan  5-1 

5 REVISIONS TO THE GENERAL PLAN 

This chapter contains revisions to the Preliminary General Plan following the public review process. 
Text revisions are organized by section and page numbers in the Preliminary General Plan. Revisions to 
text are shown with a strikethrough or underline. Text that has a strikethrough has been deleted from the 
Preliminary General Plan. Text that has been added is presented as single underlined. 

The Draft General Plan includes the revisions to the Preliminary General Plan indicated below. The 
Final General Plan may include additional minor revisions in the future to ensure the accuracy of 
information presented in the plan.  

5.1 REVISIONS BY STATE PARKS 

OM Goal 6 was written inconsistently in the Preliminary General Plan.  

Text edits have been made to Preliminary General Plan page 4-30 as shown below: 

OM Goal 6: Limit potential air quality impacts on residential properties within the planning area 
that could result from construction, maintenance, and OHV recreation activities. 

The text of the “Potential to Occur” column of the Dwarf downingia row in Table 2-7, “Special-Status 
Plant Species with the Potential to Occur at Prairie City SVRA,” on page 2-69 of the Preliminary 
General Plan is hereby revised as follows: 

Known to occur. State Parks has observed this species in vernal pools on-site. Could occur. The 
CNDDB reports an occurrence within 1.5 miles of the planning area. Suitable habitat exists 
within the planning area. 

5.2 REVISIONS IN RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

The revisions to the General Plan listed below have been made for clarification purposes or, where 
needed, to add information or correct minor errors. These revisions also appear in the responses to 
comments in Chapters 2-4 of this FEIR.  

The text of Preliminary General Plan page 2-14 is hereby modified as follows: 

With the exception of limited administrative and special event access, Vvehicular activity is not 
allowed in the buffer zone, which protects views and scenic quality along Scott Road from White 
Rock Road to Latrobe Road (Figure 2-6). 
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The text of Preliminary General Plan page 2-21 is hereby modified as follows:  

Easements  

Prairie City SVRA has various easements primarily for utility providers, such as Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company (PG&E) and Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD), to allow 
transmission lines to run through the site and to maintain electric poles. In April 2014, State 
Parks purchased 67.95 acres adjacent to the southwestern southeastern corner of the SVRA from 
Barton-Mosher Sacramento Ranches, LP, and assumed an exclusive easement with White Rock 
Road Properties, LLC for conveyance of aggregate material from the Teichert Quarry mining site 
to its processing facility. The Barton Ranch property was acquired to manage erosion and 
sedimentation along the Coyote Creek drainage. The cost of this purchase was partially offset by 
selling a 21.68-acre haul road easement to the Barton Ranch along the southern boundary of the 
SVRA to support future mining operations on other Barton Ranch properties. This easement 
dissects the existing kart track and mini MX track, creating the need to relocate them to another 
site within the SVRA. Figure 2-8 shows the locations of the existing easements in the SVRA. 

The text of Preliminary General Plan page 2-21 is hereby modified as follows: 

The on-site distribution system, which consists of a 12-kilovolt line, provides electrical power 
for the administration buildings, water pumping requirements, security lighting, and lighting for 
tracks the dirt oval track and the quarter midget track.  

Figure 2-8, “Easements,” on page 2-22 of the Preliminary General Plan is hereby revised to show 
modified locations of the haul road and mining operations easements: 
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Source: State Parks 2005a, adapted by AECOM 2014a 

Figure 2-8. Easements 
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The text of Preliminary General Plan page 2-74 is hereby modified as follows: 

Wetlands and other waters mapped in the planning area, including vernal pools, marsh/palustrine 
habitat, and the four intermittent streams tributary to Coyote Creek and Buffalo Creek, are 
potential waters of the United States subject to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
jurisdiction under Section 404 of the federal CWA. 

The text of Preliminary General Plan page 2-76 is hereby modified as follows: 

Bedrock Milling Features (Temporary Number 04232012) 

This is a prehistoric site that is located in the Barton Ranch acquisition area and consists of three 
milling station features, situated at the eastern edge of an open prairie that transitions into a 
creek. Large oak trees are located sparsely along the creek drainage and the eastern reaches of 
the bench. However, no cultural constituents were found in association with the oak trees. 
Because of dense grasses and forbs, ground visibility is poor. Much of the bedrock is covered in 
reddish-brown soil, and there appears to be seasonal soil buildup covering the site. Additional 
milling features may be buried beneath the sediment. This area was most likely a food processing 
area because no significant midden or artifacts were present. The site has not been evaluated for 
inclusion in the CRHR and will be avoided by project activities. The General Plan identifies this 
location as a Stormwater Management Use Area. 

Figure 4-2, “Potential Facilities,” on page 4-3 of the Preliminary General Plan is hereby revised to show 
State Parks’ exclusive easement with White Rock Road Properties, LLC within the Barton Ranch 
acquisition area: 
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Source: Data provided by State Parks 2012 and adapted by AECOM in 2014 

Figure 4-2. Potential Facilities  
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The text of the “Allowable Uses” column of the Stormwater Management Use Area in Table 4-1 on 
page 4-7 of the Preliminary General Plan is hereby modified as follows: 

This area allows stormwater protection features and facilities. Facilities could include a sediment 
basin, biofiltration swale (bioswale) or other stormwater control features such as sediment 
barriers, and/or a stormwater spray field. The allowable uses are subject to the terms of State 
Parks’ exclusive easement with White Rock Road Properties, LLC. This exclusive easement 
located within the Barton Ranch acquisition area is for the construction and operation of a 
conveyor belt system, access road, and associated utilities needed to convey aggregate material 
from the Teichert Quarry mining site to its processing facility. Portions of the stormwater 
management use area that bisect other use areas may allow limited OHV recreation while 
instituting stormwater management measures to prevent water quality degradation and soil loss. 
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6 REVISIONS TO THE DEIR 

This chapter contains revisions to the DEIR following the public review process. Text revisions are 
organized by section and page numbers in the DEIR. Revisions to text are shown with a strikethrough or 
underline. Text that has a strikethrough has been deleted from the DEIR. Text that has been added is 
presented as single underline. 

6.1 REVISIONS BY STATE PARKS 

OM Goal 6 was written inconsistently in the DEIR.  

Text edits have been made to DEIR page 2-22 as shown below: 

 SVRA OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE  

The General Plan includes goals and guidelines for SVRA operations and maintenance. Primary 
goals and guidelines include providing sustainable visitor services and infrastructure that 
encourage responsible visitor use of Prairie City SVRA and meet visitor needs (OM Goal 1); 
maintaining and enhancing the quality of OHV recreational opportunities (OM Goal 2); 
providing facilities and services that contribute to the safety and convenience of visitors and staff 
(OM Goal 3); coordinating with special-event sponsors to ensure that special events are well 
managed and that appropriate visitor services are available (OM Goal 4); developing and 
maintaining SVRA facilities and monitoring OHV activities to ensure compatibility with 
surrounding land uses (OM Goal 5); limiting potential air quality impacts on residential 
properties within the planning area that could result from construction, maintenance, and OHV 
recreation activities (OM Goal 6); managing the SVRA for the protection of human health and 
ecological health based on recommendations developed in the Aerojet Feasibility Study for 
Area 39 (OM Goal 7); and managing the SVRA to maintain aesthetic qualities and reduce visual 
impacts on surrounding areas that could result from construction maintenance, and OHV 
recreation activities (OM Goal 8). 

Text edits have been made to DEIR page 3.10-4 as shown below: 

OM Goal 6: Limit Reduce potential air quality impacts within the planning area that could 
result from construction, maintenance, and OHV recreation activities.  
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6.2 REVISIONS IN RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

Revisions are the result of responses to comments detailed in Chapters 2-4 of this document.  

The text of DEIR page S-4 is hereby modified as follows: 

Under the No-Project Alternative, the only activities on the Yost property and in the Barton 
Ranch acquisition area would be those designed to improve the SVRA’s environmental and 
water quality conditions, meet regulatory agency requirements, honor existing easements, and 
keep up with maintenance necessary to maintain safe conditions. 

The text of DEIR pages 2-4 and 2-6 is hereby modified as follows: 

Prairie City SVRA has various easements for utility providers, and a haul road easement along 
the southern boundary of the SVRA, and an exclusive easement with White Rock Road 
Properties, LLC to support future mining operations on nearby properties (General Plan 
Figure 2-8, “Easements”). 

The text of the “Allowable Uses” column of the Stormwater Management Use Area in Table 2-1 on 
page 2-13 of the DEIR is hereby modified as follows: 

This area allows stormwater protection features and facilities. Facilities could include a sediment 
basin, biofiltration swale (bioswale) or other stormwater control features such as sediment 
barriers, and/or a stormwater spray field. The allowable uses are subject to the terms of State 
Parks’ exclusive easement with White Rock Road Properties, LLC. This exclusive easement 
located within the Barton Ranch acquisition area is for the construction and operation of a 
conveyor belt system, access road, and associated utilities needed to convey aggregate material 
from the Teichert Quarry mining site to its processing facility. Portions of the stormwater 
management use area that bisect other use areas may allow limited OHV recreation while 
instituting stormwater management measures to prevent water quality degradation and soil loss. 

Figure 2-5, “Potential Facilities,” on page 2-17 of the DEIR is hereby revised to show State Parks’ 
exclusive easement with White Rock Road Properties, LLC within the Barton Ranch acquisition area: 
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Source: Data provided by State Parks 2012 and adapted by AECOM in 2014 

Figure 2-5. Potential Facilities 
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The text of Preliminary General Plan page 2-50 is hereby modified as follows: 

A mining operations easement is also located on the Barton Ranch acquisition property, and the 
proposed stormwater management improvements are subject to the terms of State Parks’ 
exclusive easement with White Rock Road Properties, LLC (see Figure 2-8 and Table 2-1). 

The text of DEIR page 3.7-7 is hereby modified as follows: 

Source area 29B (8.9 acres) was closed primarily because of lead contamination associated with 
the firing range and the source area 30B (4.6 acres) was closed primarily because dioxins and 
furans were found in soils. 

The text of the “Project Description” column of the Teichert Quarry row in Table 4-3 on page 4-5 of the 
DEIR is hereby modified as follows:  

The project would involve mining of up to 7 million tons of material per year, with a maximum 
of 135 tons over 25 years on 584 acres. 

The text of DEIR page 4-8 is hereby modified as follows: 

A conveyor will be constructed within a 100-foot wide exclusive easement located in Barton 
Ranch along the southern boundary of Prairie City SVRA to convey a portion of the mined 
material to Teichert Aggregates’ existing Grant Line Rock Products facility. 

Figure 6-1, “Reduced Footprint Alternative,” on page 6-9 of the DEIR is hereby revised to show State 
Parks’ exclusive easement with White Rock Road Properties, LLC within the Barton Ranch acquisition 
area: 
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Source: Data compiled by State Parks in 2012, adapted by AECOM in 2014 

Figure 6-1. Reduced Footprint Alternative 
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7 LIST OF PREPARERS 

7.1 STATE PARKS STAFF, OFF-HIGHWAY MOTOR VEHICLE 
RECREATION DIVISION 

Mike Fehling, Twin Cities District Superintendent,  
Jeanne Sisson, Sector Superintendent, Prairie City SVRA 
Dan Canfield, Planning Manager, OHMVR Division 
Clint Elsholz, Senior Environmental Scientist 
Tony Guzman, Supervising Ranger, Prairie City SVRA 
Nathan Harper, Maintenance Chief, Prairie City SVRA 
Max Heitner, Environmental Scientist, Twin Cities–Prairie City 
Steve Hilton, Associate State Archaeologist 
Katie Metraux, Associate Park and Recreation Specialist, OHMVR Division 
Peter Ostroskie, State Park Interpreter, Prairie City SVRA 
Sarah Wallace, Associate State Archaeologist, OHMVR Division 
Bob Williamson, State Parks Superintendent, OHMVR Division 

7.2 AECOM 

Petra Unger, Project Director 
Matt Hertel, Project Manager 
Lisa Clement, GIS 
Renata Crockett, Document Specialist 
Debby Jew, Document Specialist 
Nick Mitrovich, Environmental Analyst 
Brian Perry, Graphic Production 
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