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Listening Session

1

FACILITATOR METRAUX:

Good morning.

My name

2

is Katie Metraux, and I'm a facilitator with

3

California State Parks.

4

tonight to our listening session for the Pismo State

5

Beach and Oceano Dunes Public Works Planning

6

Listening Session.

7

And I want to welcome you

And we have a couple of things to cover just

8

before we get started.

9

have live streaming of the mike here.

So you have

10

several opportunities to be recorded.

We have a

11

transcriber.

12

provide a transcript on a website in the future, and

13

we also have media coverage here.

14

make sure we have everyone have the opportunity to

15

present their comments, we're going to give everyone

16

three minutes to speak.

17

getting started.

18

We have media coverage.

We

We have a court reporter, and we'll

So in order to

So we're very excited about

So I'm just going to say a few things, and

19

then we are going to have Lisa Mangat, our State

20

Parks director, have opening remarks, and we're going

21

to have a presentation from State Parks staff about

22

the history of the Pismo State Beach and Oceano Dunes

23

State Beach Vehicular Recreation Area, and then we'll

24

open it up to public comment.

25

So this is the first of many community and
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1

stakeholder engagement meetings California State

2

Parks will hold during the process of developing a

3

public works plan.

4

and programs to enhance visitor experience, improve

5

park operation and support environmental protection

6

programs.

7

This plan will include projects

The goals of tonight's meeting are to

8

facilitate an ongoing conversation between State

9

Parks, visitors, stakeholders and the community about

10

this public works plan.

11

your desired visitor experience.

12

tonight from you about:

13

the state beach and the state vehicular recreation

14

area?

15

Was there a type of recreation or experience that

16

you'd like to see in the future?

17

we also want to know about current issues.

18

So we want to learn about
We want to hear

What do you enjoy doing at

What facilities and programs do you enjoy?

And, in addition,

So tonight we're going to have a lot of

19

opportunity to hear from you.

So we're going to

20

be -- we can answer some questions, but we're also

21

going to be preparing a frequently asked questions

22

document that will be a living document that will be

23

provided on a future project website.

24

there is something that we cannot answer for you

25

tonight, we will be including that in the frequently

And so if
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1

asked questions and putting that up on the website

2

too.

3

And also we have a sign-in sheet in the back.

4

And if you are interested in receiving information

5

about meetings like this, please make sure you write

6

your name and your contact information so that we can

7

either send you a letter or e-mail you updates.

8

that's in the back where you first came in.

9

And

If you'd like to have a couple of minutes to

10

speak tonight, we have a speaker card.

11

want to hold up a speaker card?

12

could please fill one of those out, write your name

13

legibly so I can say your name without too much

14

hesitation on my part, and we will call your name up,

15

and you'll have a chance to speak.

16

Deb, do you

It's yellow.

If you

And also we have an e-mail address, and in the

17

e-mail address you can submit any comments or

18

questions, and that's going to be opened the length

19

of the project, and that e-mail address is on the

20

public notice, which is also in the back.

21

take one of those public notices.

22

So please

And also please help yourself to beverages,

23

and we are going to be taking one break at eight

24

o'clock.

25

straight back here and to your right, you'll find the

Restrooms are in the back.

So if you go
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1

restrooms.

2

And so I wanted to -- this meeting was -- it's

3

been a long time coming.

4

putting it together.

5

Parks staff.

6

much for all of your help in putting this meeting

7

together, and we're also going to be seeing them a

8

lot in the future.

9

the elected officials.

10

I'd like to acknowledge State

If you could stand up?

Thank you very

And also I wanted to acknowledge
Thank you very much for

attending tonight.

11
12

There's been a lot of help

Without further ado, we'd like to get started.
State Parks Director Lisa Mangat.

13

DIRECTOR MANGAT:

Thank you.

So I'm Lisa

14

Mangat.

I'm the director for the Department of Parks

15

and Recreation for the State of California.

16

Before we begin, there were a few empty chairs

17

up here -- we're a very friendly group -- so if you'd

18

be more comfortable sitting.

19

find more chairs for those of you that are standing

20

in the back.

21

conversation, so we'll see what we can do to make you

22

more comfortable.

23

We also are trying to

So it's going to be a long evening of

First of all, I just want to say thank you so

24

very much for coming.

Whenever we have any sort of

25

public engagement meeting, I worry that no one is
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1

going to show up.

2

school insecurities from the '80s.

3

very much.

4

You have other things -- and some of you have

5

travelled from some long distances, so just know we

6

appreciate it.

7

made it a priority to be here tells me that maybe

8

we've been successful in reaching out and convincing

9

you that you have a very important seat at the table

10
11

It goes back to all of my high
So just thank you

We know that your time is very important.

I'm encouraged because the fact you

as we think about the future of these parks.
The Department of Parks and Recreation for the

12

State of California, I'm assuming that you've been

13

out here living your life, so you haven't been

14

tracking very closely what we've been up to.

15

since I have got you for a moment, I want to share

16

with you.

17

But

The Blue Ribbon Commission was established

18

several years.

19

Commission.

20

organization.

21

recommendations about how to improve California's

22

parks system and the organization overall.

23

It was called the Parks Forward

They did a top-down review of our
They also made many, many

They released a report in the winter of 2015

24

that made many high-level recommendations, and we

25

have taken them very, very seriously.

The governor
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1

established a transformation team, and this was a

2

team of people that were directed to really design

3

some specific initiatives that were able to achieve a

4

lot of these priorities that were established through

5

this Parks Forward report.

6

One of them was modernizing our organization,

7

so a re-org of a very large governmental entity,

8

which is not easy, but our charge was also to not do

9

it by white boarding it in a stuffy building in

10

Sacramento.

11

with the public and also have engagement meetings

12

internally.

13

But our charge was to actually engage

We learned a lot through that process.

Not

14

only did it inform and really change some of our

15

thinking about our organization -- and I think a lot

16

of the people in this room actually participated in

17

some of those meetings, and they know by talking to

18

us that they actually changed a lot about how we hold

19

these public engagement meetings.

20

very important to get out in front of you before we

21

get wedded to any one particular path.

22

We learned it's

So if you are here expecting us to sunshine a

23

very detailed public works plan, you're going to be

24

disappointed, but I know that you know that it's a

25

very high priority for us.

I've learned that it's
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1

human nature that if we go off -- especially a large

2

organization -- and put a lot of time in going down a

3

particular path, we start to hear all of your

4

feedback through that lens and through that prism of

5

how does it impact the plan that we've already

6

developed.

7

out in front of you early.

8
9

So it's very important to us that we get

Do not feel that this is your last time to
talk to us.

We view this as very much the initiation

10

of a dialogue with all of you.

11

have been lots of conversations that have happened at

12

the local level, but it is very important that we've

13

got so many people from Sacramento.

14

I know that there

I think the issues that are here are very

15

sensitive.

16

recreation here.

17

families.

18

part of the air quality out in this community.

19

also recognize that we are a very important part of

20

the economic landscape of this community.

21

know that we have a very, very successful program

22

when it comes to protecting endangered species such

23

as snowy plover.

24
25

People are very passionate about the
It is part of a long legacy of many

We recognize that we are a very important
We

We also

So all of these dynamic things that have been
happening here, we've found -- I've been with Parks
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1

for about four years.

2

up, we talk about them in isolation about each

3

individual topic, but we have not yet for decades --

4

we've not for decades really had a comprehensive

5

conversation in the way that we're planning to do

6

here today and initiate today.

7

And when Oceano Dunes comes

You may not know this, but both Pismo Beach

8

State Parks and Oceano Dunes SVRA operate under a

9

general plan that was put in place in the mid 1970s.

10

Now, a general plan for us is very important.

That

11

is really kind of -- we had a public engagement

12

meeting, and we all kind of collectively agreed on

13

how these parks are going to be used, what types of

14

recreation, whether we're going to have camping,

15

where we are going to have camping and all these

16

decades later we still look to that document as a

17

guiding document.

18

We also are operating under a coastal

19

development permit that we've marked out through --

20

with the Coastal Commission, and that was established

21

in 1982, and that was also decades old.

22

all of the time that's passed, it seemed like a

23

perfect time for us to really sit down and kind of

24

reset and have this comprehensive conversation.

25

And so given

The public works plan -- we envision that
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1

these two parks will still operate under the general

2

plan, but this public works plan will be an

3

additional plan that gets far more specific, and we

4

can talk a little later about what that means.

5

public works plan that we're going to develop, it

6

will take about a year and a half to two years.

7

We'll have several meetings with you.

8

require the approval of the California Coastal

9

Commission, and that will involve, I'm sure, a public

10
11

The

It will

meeting.
We also -- no plans get implemented without

12

the required environmental reviews, and so that will

13

also be a public meeting.

14

this is not a one-time meeting with you.

15

very much going to be a dialogue, an ongoing

16

conversation, and a journey for all of us.

So this is going to be -This is

17

It's not typical that a director of the

18

department would come out here to one of these

19

meetings, but I really thought that it was important

20

for me to be here in person on the very front end on

21

this so I could hear you personally, rather than

22

having things kind of filtered up through the chain

23

of command of ten layers between me and you.

24
25

The governor just appointed our deputy
director of off-highway vehicle recreation.
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1

Matt Fuzie, who is down at the end here.

2

over 30 years of experience in our organization.

3

Most recently, he was -- I think you've served in an

4

acting capacity for a little over a year now, Matt.

5

So he operates the -- he is deputy director of the

6

Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Division.

7

that, he was the district superintendent, a little

8

north of here, of the Monterey district.

9

Prior to

For how many years?

10

OHV DEPUTY DIR. FUZIE:

11

DIRECTOR MANGAT:

12

Matt brings

Eleven years.

Eleven years.

And he worked

his way up through the organization.

13

You were a lifeguard back in the day?

14

OHV DEPUTY DIR. FUZIE:

15

DIRECTOR MANGAT:

16

Yes.

So Matt brings a lot of

expertise.

17

Tara Lynch, the smart person on my left, Tara

18

is our chief counsel, and she often sits next to me

19

so she can kick me so to make sure to keep me out of

20

trouble.

21

more, but I really want to save as much time as

22

possible for all of you folks.

23

So with that, I think I'll speak a little

You may have heard Katie talk about

24

frequently -- an FAQ.

25

that.

Let me tell you why we do

We found a lot of times some of you may have
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1

questions, some of you just may have comments.

2

we're going to learn from you, and it will make us go

3

back and think about the information that we need to

4

provide you.

5

best to really kind of break that out, and we put

6

frequently asked questions areas together on our

7

website.

8

But

That will be -- we have found that it's

That seems to have been very effective.

Also, we will hand out a website or an e-mail

9

address for you.

10

into the ether.

11

and we read them, and we talk about them.

12

of you that are either too shy to speak today or

13

maybe tonight you wake up in the middle of the night

14

with a thought you wished you had shared, know that

15

this is not your last chance to do so.

16

Just know that that does not go
We actually go through all of those,

So thank you so much for coming.

So for any

Everything

17

is on the table that we'd like to hear from you, and

18

we look forward to the conversation, and this won't

19

be the last time that you see me, so.

20

much for the staff that pulled all of this together,

21

and thank you for the local staff who've been

22

working, you know, tirelessly to make sure that these

23

forms of recreation are available to everyone.

24

I'm sorry it's taken us so long kind of at the top

25

levels of the department to really kind of come out

And thanks so
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1

here and spend time with all of you, so thank you.

2
3

FACILITATOR METRAUX:

We'd like to introduce

Danielle Bronson.

4

DANIELLE BRONSON:

Good evening.

Tonight I

5

get to present to you the Dynamic History of Oceano

6

Dunes.

7

(PowerPoint presentation.)

8

FACILITATOR METRAUX:

9

So next I thought I'd just give a brief

10

overview of what a public works plan is to help maybe

11

answer some of the questions you may have before we

12

get started with the public comment period.

13

Thank you, Danielle.

So the public works plan is not a general

14

plan.

15

with the general plan.

16

planning process is similar to a general plan.

17

includes several public meetings, just like this one,

18

engagement meetings.

19

that's interactive that we put all of our documents

20

on that website for you to look at.

21

surveys, things like that, on the website.

22

It is a plan that will work in conjunction
And it is similar -- the
It

We'll have a project website

There may be

There's also participation from regulatory

23

agencies and local governments.

The Coastal

24

Commission is especially involved.

25

environment assessment of proposed development of

There is also
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1
2

activities.
So we're looking at projects, potential

3

projects, and programs that will give opportunities

4

to enhance visitor experience and to help us meet our

5

environmental compliance and improve visitor

6

experience.

7

So what I'd like to ask you to do is, in

8

addition to letting us know what your desired

9

recreation experience and your desired experience and

10

the future experience at these two park units, I'd

11

also like to know how you would like us to contact

12

you to get involved.

13

me and asked for a different date and time.

14

like to -- since we are really interested in keeping

15

in close contact and an ongoing engagement process,

16

if you could just let me know afterwards what's the

17

best way for us to communicate with you.

18

thought of something already.

19

I had a couple of people call
We'd

We have

So that's essentially the public works plan.

20

It will take a year and a half to two years.

21

go in front of the Coastal Commission.

22

a public hearing at the Coastal Commission, yet

23

another opportunity for you to speak on it, and it

24

will be reviewed by the Coastal Commission.

25

It will

There will be

So next we'd like to open up the floor for
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1

public comments.

2

DIRECTOR MANGAT:

Kate, perhaps I can add one

3

thing, which I possibly should have made clear in my

4

opening comments.

5

While we're developing a public works plan and

6

everything will operate under the original general

7

plan from the 1970s, many of you might know that we

8

put a lot of work in developing a dust mitigation

9

plan.

That plan was heard before the Coastal

10

Commission in September.

11

approved it, but then I think put some conditions and

12

wanted us to come back and discuss it again with

13

them.

14

December or February meeting.

15

They took an action that

I believe it's in a February -- either a

Just know that we're working very closely with

16

their staff right now to find out if there are

17

components of that plan that we can move forward with

18

in advance of that February meeting.

19

kind of real-time conversations with them.

20

So we're having

So during this process of developing a public

21

works plan, it's still very much our intent to move

22

forward with the dust mitigation plan that's been

23

developed.

24

local dust mitigation experts along with California

25

Air Resources Board.

We'll be working very closely with the

We continue to work very
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1

closely with them too.

2

Is there anything else that you would add?

3

OHV DEPUTY DIR. FUZIE:

4

FACILITATOR METRAUX:

5

I also wanted to include the habitat

6

conservation plan that's been in the works for the

7

last 17 years.

8

multiagency document that is also in the draft format

9

too.

10

No, that's right.
Thank you.

That is a document that is a

So all of these planning documents will be

working together in coordination.

11

So what I'd like to do -- so what I'd like you

12

to do is I want to call out the first three names

13

and -- so we can keep the process going.

14

has three minutes.

15

clearly, state your name when you come up to the

16

podium.

17

appreciates being able to accurately record what

18

you're saying.

19

And if I can ask you to speak

We have a court reporter who greatly

And I also want to have one ground rule for

20

you to consider.

21

allotted time.

22

everyone has an opportunity to speak.

23
24
25

Everybody

Please keep your comments to the
I just want to make sure that

So the first three people in order will be
Michael Bishop, Karen M. White and Peter Keith.
And before you get started, I want to let
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1

everyone know who is coming up to speak, around 30

2

seconds before you start, you'll see -- before the

3

time is up, you'll see a yellow light blinking, and

4

then the red light shows that your time is up.

5

MICHAEL BISHOP:

My name is Michael Bishop.

I

6

represent the California Off-Road Vehicle Association

7

and Santa Barbara 4-Wheel Drive Association and the

8

thousands of families that come to Pismo every year.

9

My history with Pismo started 50 years ago

10

in '67.

11

and I rode around in the dunes and really fell in

12

love with the place.

13

had to get her to Arroyo Hospital where my

14

six-year-old daughter was born.

15

of our family for a long time.

16

I showed up at the dunes with a motorcycle,

My wife went into labor, and I

So it's been a part

She was my only child, but I had several

17

foster kids.

18

I taught them how to fix their vehicles.

19

them responsibility.

20

We had a really strong family unit, and that's

21

what -- that's what the dunes is all about right now.

22

If you drive down there on a big weekend, there are

23

thousands of families all together just enjoying each

24

other's company.

25

I raised the foster kids in the dunes.
I taught

This is way before video games.

In '82 when the Coastal Commission decided to
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1

do the closure -- I had started the Santa Barbara ATV

2

Club, and we had a hundred members.

3

members to volunteer to start the Pismo State Beach

4

Dune Patrol, and we've been out and put signs and

5

fencing.

6

non-law enforcement work, search and rescue, a lot of

7

that, to alleviate some of the pressure on the

8

rangers.

9

trial, and it worked, and there were no deaths in

10

that six months for the first time in many, many

11

years.

12

We help the rangers.

I got all of our

We did all -- all

The Coastal Commission gave us a six-month

So they realized what I knew what my

13

capabilities were.

So when the Off-Highway Vehicle

14

Commission was formed in '82, I was one of the first

15

members of that, and I became the chairman of that

16

for five years.

17

issue.

I know both sides of that, the whole

It's just a really good family recreation.

18

And what's going on now is there's a lot of

19

things that can be changed to make it a lot better

20

and more smooth, and a lot of people that follow me

21

will be giving you ideas for that.

22

on the board of my Boys and Girls Club in San

23

Barbara, and I bring kids up that don't have fathers,

24

and I show them -- you know, teach them how to ride,

25

take them around, and they really have a great time.

Even today, I'm
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1

And I give them a positive male influence that they

2

don't normally get, and the dunes offer me that.

3
4
5

So I'll just yield my time to a lot of people
that want to speak after me.
KAREN WHITE:

Thank you.

I am Karen White.

My

6

grandfather came to Oceano in 1900 as a clam digger.

7

I've been at the beach all my life.

8

resident of Halcyon, which is a federally-recognized

9

intentionally-formed religious community.

I'm also a

I'm also

10

president of the Oceano Community Services, the board

11

of directors and through that also president of the

12

Tri-City Fire Association.

13

myself, not those boards.

14

Tonight I'm speaking for

When I became politically active about eight

15

years ago, I was told by others in Oceano Dunes that

16

beaches and parks was a lousy neighbor.

17

understand then, but I do now.

18

I didn't

Oceano is the gateway to the dunes.

It's got

19

noise, traffic congestion, garbage, blowing sands on

20

the beach and dunes.

21

the OCSD, the sounds of the gasoline combustible

22

engines roaring over the sands disturbs the peace.

23

Even in Halcyon, on the edge of

What we in Halcyon don't get is any financial

24

benefit in exchange for the upheaval in our lives.

25

Unlike Pismo and Grover, Oceano is not a city.
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1

sales, transient and other taxes generated by tourism

2

goes to the San Luis County, not us.

3

recognized as a disadvantaged community, so our tax

4

base does not generate overwhelming funds.

Oceano also is

5

That leaves Oceano with unmet needs,

6

underfunded needs mostly involving fire protection.

7

All Oceano's available tax money barely pays for its

8

share of protection throughout the Tri-Cities fire.

9

Wouldn't to be wonderful if Oceano Service

10

District could get 50 cents a year from each of the

11

2.17 million visitors to our beaches to balance the

12

dirt, car fumes and garbage these people generate?

13

Oh, yes, I know there was no mechanism to allow the

14

State Parks agency to aid its neighbors, but I also

15

know that it's just a matter of political will.

16

half-million dollars a year -- hell, any amount of

17

extra revenue would make a big difference for Oceano.

18

A

Like I say, I understand why almost everybody

19

I know feels that beaches and parks is such a lousy

20

neighbor -- no, just a lousy portion of Oceano, after

21

all it was Oceano Beach first.

22

and more local residents will urge closure of the

23

beach to traffic because they don't receive anything

24

but sand in their faces from beaches and parks.

25

Thank you for listening.

And I believe more
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1

PETER KEITH:

Good evening.

My name is Peter

2

Keith, former council member, a mayor of Grover Beach

3

and the planning commission chair.

4

member of the TRT, which is the Technical Review

5

Team, for 17 years, a founding member, addressing the

6

issue of habitat conservation, et cetera.

I've been a

7

So I've heard a lot of debate, a lot of

8

argument, a lot of ideas and a lot of disappointment.

9

It's been a long, long time since we've been able to

10

put -- since we started talking about habitat

11

conservation.

12

I want to talk about something that's a little

13

different this evening.

I have what I consider a

14

unique idea for mitigating airborne sand particles.

15

As we all know, we have Phillips 66 refinery

16

in the south area of San Luis Obispo County.

Now

17

Phillips 66 discharges approximately one million

18

gallons of treated water per day.

19

treated as an industrial water source, and it's

20

dumped into the ocean directly off of the dune area.

21

And I'd like to remind you that there is also the

22

South County Sanitation District that also flushes, I

23

think far more treated water into the ocean that's a

24

bit closer to the sand dunes -- and by "sand dunes,"

25

I mean the recreational area -- and that effluent is

That water is
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1

treated to a higher EPA standard.

2

So in brief, my proposal is to mitigate the

3

difficulties, the problems, the health concerns of

4

people downwind by treating the sand with that

5

effluent, that water that's being wasted.

6

that's flowing out to sea from these entities can be

7

used as irrigation, and that irrigation water will do

8

the same thing that rainwater does.

It creates a

9

heavy particulate and a heavy sand.

And if some of

The water

10

that sand is kicked up into the air either by strong

11

winds or by recreational activity, then it shortly

12

falls to earth right back where it came from, not in

13

the wind, not in residential neighborhoods and not in

14

people's lungs.

15

So I would propose that the State of

16

California Parks and Recreation perhaps take a look

17

at that kind of irrigation.

18

specific kind of irrigation.

19

that there certainly is ample fluid that could be

20

treated to a higher level if necessary to reduce or

21

eliminate flying, airborne particulate matter.

22

you.

I'm not proposing a
What I am proposing is

Thank

23

FACILITATOR METRAUX:

24

Can I ask everyone in fairness to time to hold

25

Thank you.

your applause to the end.
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JEFF BLEWOTT:

Good afternoon, good night or

2

whatever we are here tonight.

3

Blewott with California Four-Wheel Drive Association.

4

We have a long history of keeping the dunes --

5

working to keep the dunes open.

6

had issues here at Oceano, and they seem to just keep

7

getting bigger and bigger as we move along.

8
9
10

My name is Jeff

Over decades we've

Our membership has a lot of people, especially
from the Central Valley, that come into Oceano Dunes
and come to play in the sand dunes.

11

Talking to my membership, two big things come

12

up.

13

way over here on the coast after work, and it's hard

14

for them to get here.

15

Fresno area or somewhere more in that area to get the

16

people to actually show up and come to the meetings.

17

One, that meetings like this come up and they're

Maybe have a meeting in the

The other one is we just keep seeing an ever

18

reduced size of the park.

19

thing they want to keep down, is the loss of more

20

acreage.

21

specific -- for a specific issue, maybe we open so

22

there is really no net loss of usage at the dunes.

23

And that's the biggest

And if we have to close an area for

Cal Four-Wheel looks forward to working with

24

this process.

And personally I've been using the

25

dunes since the early '80s.

My first trip was before
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1

the closure.

2

difference.

3

six times a year.

4

My second trip was after, huge
My kids, we would come out here five,
My kids loved coming to the beach.

The gentleman who talked about family -- you

5

know, off-roaders get accused of being a lot of

6

things, but if you really take a look at who they

7

are, go to all of the SVRAs and look, it's all

8

families, families spending their weekends together

9

not watching TV, not playing video games.

10

out in nature.

11

Thank you.

So that's all I have to say tonight.

12

PATRICIA DURÓN:

13

Durón, and I live in Nipomo.

14

They're

Hi, my name is Patricia

Now, I've heard these stories, and it's a

15

family place, you know, we can all enjoy recreation

16

more if we can bring our dune buggies and all of

17

that.

18

But it could be a recreational place without

19

the dunes buggies.

Men can have male -- like he

20

said, foster kids by showing them to go fishing,

21

showing them surfing.

22

can be done without the dune buggies.

There's many recreations that

23

I have friends and neighbors, some that have

24

whole houses of HEPA filters to block out this dust

25

problem that we have.

Others have moved to Los Osos
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because their respiratory problems are so

2

compromised.

3

area about 30 years ago to enjoy clean air to get

4

away from L.A.

5

the state standards, the federal standards -- you've

6

seen how many times.

7

precedent over our health?

8

Santa Barbara, the Central Valley, they don't live --

9

they don't have to breathe what they're doing.

You know, I moved up to this beautiful

And here we have -- we've violated

You know, why is money a
You see these people from

10

know, they're playing in the sand, and we're

11

breathing it.

12

parks all over California.

13

this to happen here?

14

You

And I know State Parks has beautiful
Why is it that they allow

So basically that's -- you talked about you

15

have a permit.

That permit was temporary, a long

16

time ago.

17

easement to come through Pier Avenue, that was all to

18

contain the nuisance.

19

So you're going through a natural preserve.

20

going through a creek.

21

in California, where cars even get stuck in the

22

creeks?

23

our health over finances.

It was supposed to be expired.

The

That was a temporary permit.
You're

When is that allowed anywhere

So I'm just asking you to please consider

24

MICHAEL DAHNA:

25

and I live in Oceano.

Thank you.

Thank you.

I'm Michael Dahna,

I've been going to the dunes
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and the beach since the early '70s.

2

the '70s, everybody wanted to close the refinery down

3

in Nipomo.

4

down.

5

Back in

They tried for years to shut that place

I worked there for ten years.
Now it's the dunes.

They want to close the

6

beach down.

I play on it every day.

I'm out there

7

every day.

8

My family plays out there all the time every day.

9

It's a joy just to be out there.

I try to help as many people as we can.

We're here to help.

10

We want to pick up garbage.

11

beach clean for everybody to enjoy.

12

of ideas about adding garbage cans, stuff like that,

13

but we don't want to lose any more area.

14

We want to help keep the
We've got a lot

Since the '70s we've lost over half of what we

15

used to have, and you separate people out and you

16

have less problems when there's more area.

17

it's just all congested, where we need to get more

18

area to spread everybody out.

19

And now

But we that live here try to take care of the

20

dunes.

We try to pick up the garbage.

We are out

21

there every weekend trying to pick up after some

22

people that do abuse it.

23

out there, but we like to work with State Parks and

24

how can we prevent it?

25

us that do go out all of the weekends and pick it up?

They do leave their garbage

How do we make it easier on
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So that's it.

2

lived here a long time.

I enjoy the beach, and I'd

3

hate to see it go away.

Okay.

4

That's all I wanted to say.

GINGER SCHENK:

Thank you.

Hi, my name is Ginger Schenk.

5

I own two businesses in Grover Beach.

6

Arroyo Grande.

7

Strand Way.

8
9

I've

I live in

I've lived in Oceano right off of

I lived there about three years.

I love the OHV park.
things about living here.

It's one of my favorite
I've lived here for 30

10

years.

11

pull weeds south of the OHV area to help promote

12

nesting for snowy plover.

13

helped teach me how to drive my Jeep out in the dunes

14

and how to shoot bowls and drag race.

15

you how much the dunes -- it's my absolute number one

16

favorite thing in the world to do.

17

I volunteered for State Parks.

I go out and

My friend Mark is here who

I can't tell

Jerry Miller that you were talking about on

18

the video is a dear friend of mine.

He also helped

19

teach me how to drive out in the dunes.

20

conversation last week at the beach.

21

89th birthday two days ago, and we got him a cake.

22

And he said, "You know, it's funny to hear -- I

23

bought my property 60 years ago on the Mesa.

24

bought 20 acres."

25

'Why are you buying that crap land up there?'" This

We had a

He just had his

I

He said, "All of my friends said,

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
Schedule@ScribeReporting.com

27

Listening Session

1

is his word, "'that crap land up there.

2

to buy land up there.

3

sandy.'

4

years ago because it's a bad area."

5

It's windy.

Nobody wants

It's dirty.

It's

You couldn't give property away up there 60

Well, it still is, but they've decided --

6

these developers -- to put in these beautiful homes

7

and developments and golf courses.

8

hasn't changed.

9

sandy.

10

The atmosphere

It's still windy and dirty and

It's still not a desirable area.
Another girl, a good friend, Natasha Hunt, her

11

family goes back to the early 1800s here, last week

12

she was going through family journals from 1836.

13

family described it as barren waste, had never been

14

met with anything so dreary and windy on the sand

15

hills between Oso Flaco and San Luis Bay.

This is

16

1836.

It's

17

nothing new.

18

It's always been dreary and sandy.

Her

I would be curious to know what the actual

19

medical hospital statistics are for people sick up

20

there with respiration versus other areas.

21

see the statistics.

22

I don't

So I beg, if you take any land, please open

23

more back up.

We want equal land.

When I go out

24

there, the family recreation is unbelievable.

25

Thanksgiving -- there is a group who's just some of
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1

my best friends in the world, three generations out

2

there.

3

They've been going to the beach for 38 years for

4

Thanksgiving, and it's phenomenal.

5

recreation like that where the kids enjoy doing

6

something this much with their grandparents.

They got their kids, dad and granddad.

You don't get

7

Going hiking and fishing is not nearly going

8

to get the attention out of these kids as that park

9

does.

10
11

That park is absolutely phenomenal.

Please,

if you take anything, give us some area back.
And I appreciate State Parks.

I think you

12

guys have done a phenomenal job with the park.

13

just love it.

14

favorite places in the world, so that's it.

15

I

I can't tell you -- it's one of my

WENDY RAGAN:

Hi, my name is Wendy Ragan.

16

First off, I'd like to say I appreciate you all

17

coming here and taking comments from us.

18

in this area most of my life.

19

lived in the Callender area of the Nipomo Mesa for 30

20

years, which if you're not familiar with that, it's

21

the most polluted area just off the ORV area.

22

think it's a beautiful area.

23

respect each other.

24
25

I've lived

My husband and I have

I also

I think we all have to

And I understand that there are many people
that like to come to the Central Coast and drive on
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the dunes.

My family, my friends, we do not use that

2

area.

3

play on the beach and go in the areas where there are

4

no vehicles.

5

We hike.

We bring our dogs to the beach.

We

I would just ask that, you know, you listen to

6

the scientific studies that have been made, that you

7

think about more re-vegetation in the areas that the

8

dust is blowing in or that it's blowing from.

9

I do support closing some of the area that's

10

causing the most damage to our neighborhoods.

11

gotten worse over the last years because I think with

12

the amount of off-road vehicles that are down there,

13

the trees that are being cut down and the drought

14

probably has affected it too.

15

It's

But we do -- there are people that love living

16

up on the Mesa, and we don't all have big fancy

17

houses.

18

raised our family, and so I'd like to be able to live

19

there for another, you know, 30 years and let my

20

children enjoy the dunes without quite so much sand

21

blowing.

22
23
24
25

We've lived there for 30 years.

We've

Thank you.

CHRIS JAUREGU:

My name is Chris Jauregu.

I'm

a resident of Nipomo for the last 28 years.
And, first of all, I just want to say thank
you to State Parks for all of the hard work that you
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do, enforcing the laws, the balancing act between the

2

environment and the dunes itself.

3

But I am a supporter for all access for

4

everybody.

5

horses, hiking, for kites and for off-roading.

6

I want access for all.

I want access for

I want to support no compromise, where if

7

we're going to build a restroom out there and give an

8

acre, we should get an acre back somewhere else.

9

that restroom is not built, we should get that acre

10
11

If

back.
For wind fencing, again, I've seen the clear

12

cutting on Nipomo.

13

disappear, the Monarch butterfly habitat disappear

14

out there for homes.

15

fencing or whatever improvements you do to mitigate

16

the dust, keep it off the area that we're riding at.

17

Outside the boundaries plant whatever you need to

18

plant to keep down the dust, just keep all of the

19

riding areas, please.

20

I've seen the eucalyptus groves

I've seen it.

Whatever wind

For my family, it's been a great place.

My

21

nephew is come back from his leave for the Marines

22

towards Christmas.

23

have Uncle CJ take me out to the dunes?"

24

return, I'm also putting money back into the Oceano.

25

I bought him tickets for the Melodrama.

He asked my brother, "Hey, can we
And in

So it's
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going to be a great event for him.

2

dunes.

3

visit.

He enjoys the

4

He enjoys the Melodrama when he comes to

Oso Flaco, you guys are doing a great job at

5

Oso Flaco.

6

there, my family comes to visit from outside the

7

area, that's another area I take them.

8
9

The lake is tremendous.

When I go out

Another thing I want to see out there, I know
you guys were -- type of tsunami warnings you had for

10

the campers.

11

years ago.

12

do you have for tsunami warnings?

13

I know you had that before, several
It was quite chaotic.

What kind of plan

Other than that, again, thank you for your job

14

and everybody -- the rangers keeping everybody safe.

15

And no more compromise.

16

NANCY BULL:

I'm Nancy Bull.

17

easy name so you can pronounce that.

18

good of me?

19

I have a nice
Wasn't that

I've been coming to the dunes for 50 years and

20

living -- I live on Oceano.

I live in Oceano on

21

Strand Way for the last 25 year or so.

22

and dust is dreadful.

23

people who say, oh, it's been that way forever, it

24

hasn't.

25

kind of traffic.

And the sand

The noise is incredible, and

I'm sorry, 50 years ago there was not that
There weren't thousands of vehicles
SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
Schedule@ScribeReporting.com

32

Listening Session

1

going back and forth.

2

at all times of the day and night when there is no

3

one else around.

4

There weren't vehicles and trash everywhere.

5

wasn't that way.

6

been there since 1906, so that's not a new

7

understanding.

8
9

There weren't people all over

There wasn't that kind of traffic.
It

And that development where I am has

It has become so much worse.

It's become a

giant trash heap basically with no one taking any

10

care or concern about it.

11

have to have these ATVs roaring back and forth and

12

digging up the sand because it makes so much money

13

for the community is nonsense.

14

And the idea that, oh, we

Look at all of the other beach-front

15

communities up and down this state, none of the rest

16

of them need to have ATVs roaring back and forth and

17

they all seem to manage to do quite well from

18

La Jolla to Santa Cruz and on to Carmel.

19

So I think we could do very well economically

20

without the noise and trash that the ATV groups have

21

brought.

22

should be one of the first things the State should

23

do, it seems to me.

24

consideration are you giving to the dunes, to the

25

people, the animals, anyone there when you're

Indeed, considering the environment, it

And what kind of environmental

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
Schedule@ScribeReporting.com

33

Listening Session

1

allowing it to be destroyed by this kind of

2

utilization?

3

One of the first things that was up on your

4

list of things for this State Parks to consider is

5

the health of the people, and certainly the first --

6

the health is not being considered by allowing the

7

kind of dust and debris to be thrown into the air and

8

into the community by that utilization.

9

So I certainly urge you to consider some other

10

avenues for recreation on the part of this absolutely

11

wonderful dune area, very unique and an opportunity

12

for all kinds of recreational use without having it

13

be motorized.

14

LARRY BROSS:

15

Oceano.

16

guess.

17

Thank you.
I'm Larry Bross, resident of

I've lived on the Strand over 60 years, I
This is what I'd like to say.
If you look back at the history of the place,

18

when I first came in '65, I was teaching in Palo Alto

19

and bought a small cabin on the dunes.

20

you could get on and ride from Pismo Beach to my

21

cabin in Oceano.

22

and look at Pismo Beach today and look at Oceano.

23

Oceano is the forgotten wrecked place.

The community

24

has all of the potential in the world.

There are

25

enough dunes out there for everybody.

Pismo Beach,

And then Pismo shut down the riding

What Pismo did
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is they put up poles, and you could no longer drive

2

into Pismo.

3

Now, I suggest that -- that Oceano, the Oceano

4

community has no sovereignty.

5

beach.

6

then you have 1, and that beach rode is Minus 1.

7

It doesn't have a

It has a road, Minus 1.

You have 101 and

Where is the southern access?

It hasn't

8

rained yet this year.

Wait until the rains come, it

9

will close you down like last year for maybe a month

10

or so.

11

should be a beach for the community of Oceano like

12

every other community in the world, and it can be

13

done.

14

There should be no creek crossings.

It can be done.
We have a new freeway exit that would take you

15

right down to the refinery.

16

this.

17

studying the southern accesses.

18

There

You can -- we've studied

We've spent -- we've spent $250,000 for
Where are they?

The future of this community -- the future of

19

driving on the beach, if you want to drive on the

20

beach with global warming.

21

crossings.

22

You have to stop creek

And I think you're doing a pretty good job of

23

preserving our estuary at this point.

You can do a

24

better job of creating a southern access so that all

25

of us -- finally creating an access.

You know, what
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you have here in Oceano is a temporary permit for 35

2

years, temporary.

3

FACILITATOR METRAUX:

4

MS. LYNCH:

5

LARRY BROSS:

6

DUSTIN HANING:

Thank you, Mr. Bross.

Thank you, sir.
Thank you.
Hello.

I'm Dustin Haning.

7

I'm a resident of the Nipomo Mesa.

8

Mesa for the dunes.

9

of the dunes.

10

Your time is up.

I moved to Nipomo

My family and friends are users

I am all for figuring out dust mitigation, but

11

not only -- dust is not only coming from the dunes.

12

The ag that is along Highway 1 is also a big producer

13

of dust.

14

dusty in general.

15

closure of the park, if you go down to Guadalupe or

16

any of that area, that the winds are not affected

17

from the OHV area.

18

is the nature of the dunes.

And then the nature of the dunes is to be
You can tell from the first

It's extremely dusty, dirty, such

19

As far as changes in the parks, I would like

20

to have a faster access for people that have yearly

21

passes or that already have the passes sold, so we

22

wouldn't have to wait in lines to get back into the

23

park, come in and out.

24
25

I would like there to be better signage at
Pole 2.

There's no riding past Pole 2 towards the
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entrance.

2

And then as far as the bird mitigation goes,

3

you guys do a great job of that, but I'm curious as

4

to the two markers you guys closed, if it really

5

makes that big of a difference when there is a snowy

6

plover population, extreme population all the way

7

down to Lone Poch.

8

The snowy plover down there is overrunning the beach.

9
10

That's all I have to say today.
PATRICK FITZGERALD:

11

Fitzgerald.

12

to Pier.

13

I do a lot of work down there.

My name is Patrick

I'm a resident of the Strand area close

And basically I'd like to thank the State

14

Parks for the work they've been doing, and I

15

appreciate the dust mitigation program that we've

16

established, and hopefully it will go on and work

17

even better than it has.

18

And I think our main concern in my area is the

19

access to the beach, and access to the dune area

20

comes through Pier Avenue and Grand Avenue, and I

21

feel that we have to do something about a southern

22

access to be able to get into the dune area.

23

The people that use that as a recreation area,

24

I understand that the families -- it's a very good

25

family enterprise and all of that, but the people
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1

that live here 12 months out of the year have to put

2

up with the vehicles that come to the dunes from Pier

3

Avenue and Grand Avenue.

4
5
6

And I think that's the most important thing we
have to work on, at least in our area.
NICK LALANNE:

Thank you.

My name is Nick Lalanne, and I

7

represent the Pismo Dunes Riders.

We have 17,000

8

members.

9

enthusiasts, but there's also people that windsurf,

They mainly consist of off-road

10

jet ski, surf and fish in our group, a very large

11

number of them.

12

The off-road area is primarily used on the

13

weekends.

14

that fish out there and surf out there.

15

important to keep Pier or Grand Avenue open so the

16

people that live in those communities can still

17

access the beach and ocean and use it the way that

18

they do.

19

But Monday through Friday, you have people
So it's very

The other problem that I really have is one of

20

the ways that the Parks is operating -- use the word

21

re-vegetation.

22

that's vegetated.

23

vegetated, it wouldn't be a dune.

24
25

These are dunes.

Show me a dune

It doesn't exist.

If it was

So you're going through and you're planting
plants to take away dunes.

You aren't re-vegetating.
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Vegetation was not originally in open dunes areas.

2

So you need to change you policy when it comes to

3

vegetating the dunes for mitigation because you are

4

changing the ecosystem of that area.

5

The park usage is going up, and you're taking

6

away more and more area.

I can show you picture

7

after picture of where you've moved the fences in,

8

you know, 20, 30 feet at a time and nobody ever

9

notices.

So that's a big problem.

If a fence every

10

gets moved in, you really need to move another one

11

back in another spot.

12

that I have.

Those are some of the issues

13

Ways that you can make the park better and

14

safer is there's mile marker poles going down the

15

beach.

16

times, those have dropped down because we're getting

17

more and more sand.

18

Pole 1 and 2 is really tall, but all of the other

19

ones are 15 feet off the ground maybe.

20

them with people camped around them.

21

There are eight of them, I believe.

Over

They used to be really tall, and

You can't see

So you need to come up with a policy to check

22

them year after year, and when they're too low, be

23

able to raise them back up so they can see it.

24

is a safety issue because your ambulance, your

25

rangers, that's how they get around.
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1

The same thing with your mile marker poles on

2

Sand Highway, these are the only landmarks we have

3

going through the dunes.

4

ranger to an injured person out there, that's all we

5

have is those mile marker poles.

6

lot more visible than what they are.

7

So when we try and guide a

They need to be a

The other thing is my group, about 50 percent

8

of the people of the 17,000 members, are from the

9

Central Valley area, so we have a very large base in

10

the Central Valley.

11

know how people are using the dunes, have a meeting

12

in Central Valley.

13

people that pay taxes and live in California just

14

like everybody else sitting here.

15

as important as anybody else's.

16

So you really -- if you want to

It would be critical.

BILL SCHLECNT:

These are

Their opinion is
Thank you.

Hi, my name is Bill Schlecnt.

17

I was lucky enough to come through here in 2011.

18

was unlucky enough to pull up to the end of Grand.

19

thought, man, this is beautiful.

20

there, and I looked at the beach.

21

remembered, because it was 5:50, I came back to my

22

truck and I had a ticket because parking didn't start

23

until six o'clock in the morning.

24

about 10 minutes.

25

get rid of me that easy.

I thought:

I
I

So I walked down
And then I

So I missed it by

You're not going to

I bought a home off of Elm
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1

and have enjoyed living here ever since.

2

community, I'm on the dunes nearly every day.

3

Part of the

I really think that, you know, what people are

4

saying as far as southern access, that would

5

eliminate a whole lot of pressure off of Pier,

6

pressure off of Grand.

7

The dunes are the dunes, and as Nick said, you

8

know, to plant them and grass them means that it

9

isn't a dune; it's a field.

10

So by nature of what it

is, I think it is there for us to enjoy.

11

My health actually has improved from coming

12

here, beautiful weather, beautiful sun.

13

don't take away from anybody who has an issue, but

14

for reasons of my health, I would appreciate that you

15

leave them open and you give us as much room as

16

possible.

17

I, you know,

The more room actually is going to be better

18

as it spreads people out.

19

plan.

20

allowed on the beach; they're just allowed in a much

21

smaller area.

22

So we're operating on a

There's the same amount of people who are

So thank you very much.

CHRIS SING:

Hi, my name is Chris Sing.

I

23

work at the Clark Center, the performing arts center

24

here in Arroyo Grande.

25

the Arroyo Grande Grover Beach Chamber of Commerce.

I'm also an ambassador for
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1

And back last spring I was fortunate enough to go to

2

a meeting at the chamber where Matt was a speaker

3

there, so it was very nice hearing what he had to

4

say.

5

I live in Nipomo.

I've lived there for 22

6

years, raised my family there, and I'm really just

7

here to talk about what the dunes are to our family.

8
9

My father-in-law grew up fishing there with
his father.

He raised his kids going out there in

10

the '50 and '60, built dune buggies with his brother.

11

My family is here, my two sons, my cousin, his son,

12

some of my kids' friends are here.

13

The dunes is just such an important place to

14

us.

15

raised our kids to be good stewards, to haul out what

16

you haul in, to treat it with care, be safe, be

17

smart, and just be mindful of other people out there.

18

We spend a lot of time out there.

We have

We really want to take care of it and see it

19

for our future generations, and it's a challenge.

20

know there's different opposing views, but we really

21

want to work with our community and see it there for

22

the future.

23

We

Thank you.

LUCIA CASALINUOVO:

My name is Lucia

24

Casalinuovo, and I've been a resident of Oceano for

25

30 years.
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1

First of all, I want to uncover your initial

2

lie.

3

problem on the Mesa.

4

have delayed and delayed and delayed for years.

5

few bales that you put on the sand haven't done

6

nothing to protect the health of the people on the

7

Mesa.

8
9

You haven't done anything to mitigate the dust
Parks and off vehicle division
The

Now, even if you close down a little bit of
the dunes, that wouldn't help half the residents on

10

Oceano Beach and on Pier Avenue.

11

PM10.

12

the beach, and they bring back tons of sand.

13

Sometimes I can't get out of my driveway because it's

14

completely covered with sand that the off-roader and

15

the cars and the ambulance and the fire truck and all

16

of the dune buggies bring on Pier Avenue.

17

We also breathe

Thousands of cars go in and out and drive on

You need a different entrance.

You are guilty

18

of environmental injustice against Oceano, a poor

19

community, 40 percent Hispanic, uneducated.

20

have a meeting in Ventana.

21

Have a meeting in Oceano, that's where you're going

22

to hear the people.

23

because they don't speak much Spanish.

24

uneducated.

25

knowledge to really say what's going on.

Don't

Have a meeting in Oceano.

They don't come over here
They're

They don't have the strength and the
So you're
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1

guilty of environmental un-justice.

2

part of any process.

3

involving the community.

4

having the meeting, in Pismo.

5

using Pier Avenue, the part of our community where we

6

could have coffee shops, ice cream parlors, aisles

7

for pedestrians to walk on the beach.

8

safe beach, and that means a beach without cars.

9

We have not been

That's baloney that you are
Look at where you are
And yet you have been

We deserve a

Pedestrians and cars are not compatible.

10

baloney that you can drive -- you can drive

11

million -- thousands of cars on the beach.

12

run.

13

can't sunbathe.

14

to build sandcastles with my kids on the beach.

15

You can't

You can't lie down and read your book.

You

You can't have your kids -- I want

But you treat our beach as a highway.

16

is a speed limit.

17

down.

18

highway.

19

and cars are compatible on the highway.

20

baloney.

21

It's

There

There are sheriffs going up and

There are ambulances, fire trucks.

It's a

And never nowhere in the world, pedestrians
So that's

You're going to surf, you walk on the beach.

22

You want to fish, you walk on the beach.

You want to

23

camp, you carry your gear and you walk.

24

when I go to Yosemite and I want to camp in the

25

wilderness, I carry my pack in and out.

Just like

I don't

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
Schedule@ScribeReporting.com

44

Listening Session

1

drive there.

So I don't understand why all these

2

people they have to come here and drive on a beach.

3

So -- thank you.

4

FRED COLLINS:

Fred Collins, tribal

5

administrator for the Northern Chumash Tribal

6

Council.

7

for 18,000 years continuously.

8

an amazing place for the Chumash nation.

9

Bay all the way down to Carpenteria was one

I and my family have been walking this land
The dunes have been

10

continuous village.

11

village sites within the dune area.

12

From Morro

We have over several hundred

As I was a young man, my family would harvest

13

clams down there.

When we were kids, we'd go up into

14

the dunes and play and enjoy them without any danger.

15

This has changed.

16

In 1975, you folks opened up an amusement park

17

on our sacred land, and the product of this amusement

18

park is garbage, death and more than one.

19

we've had a lot of deaths on this unbelievable sacred

20

nation land, and we have to pray for these people.

21

Every time I see somebody die, we pray for them.

22

This is horrible.

23

I mean

You can go on the Internet and look at the

24

doctors at the hospitals around here when they talk

25

about the trauma cases that are coming in from these
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1

dunes.

2

bones -- unbelievable.

3

the folks that live down there that have horrible

4

issues with the dust.

5

Kids unbelievably maimed, unbelievably broken
And this is in addition to

Since 1975, you folks have been a part of the

6

agencies of this United States government that have

7

continued the cultural genocide of the indigenous

8

people of this land.

9

mission to protect the environmental issues along

You have utterly failed in your

10

this coastline and along this park.

11

years been talking to you folks about how we can

12

change this, how we can come up with solutions to

13

make it better for everybody.

14

We have for

We can't go back.

But that park, you missed -- you have missed

15

the issue.

That is a diamond.

The dunes are a

16

diamond in the rough down there, and you've missed

17

it.

18

people and walking and enjoying it.

19

to ride in a vehicle to have your families enjoy that

20

place.

You put vehicles on it rather than souls and

21

It is a sacred land.

You don't have

Do your job and do it

22

right.

23

some of the best regulations on the books, but you

24

don't follow them.

25

You have all of the laws and regulations,

Do a better job.

BRUCE VAN VOIT:

Good evening.

My name is
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1

Bruce.

2

Pismo State Beach Golf Course.

3

My business is Fins Seafood Restaurant in

I have a lot of expertise in these fields

4

since I've managed many national parks, the last park

5

before moving here was Mount Rushmore.

6

Yellowstone and Grand Canyon.

7

are a lot of people who want to shut down the parks.

8

Even in Yellowstone we used to have people say:

9

Let's just shut it back -- turn it back to nature.

10

I've heard a lot of people today talk about

I've managed

In every park there

11

walking on the beach.

12

on the beach?

What happens if you're too old to walk

13

on the beach?

Do we just say it's for the healthy,

14

for the people who can walk in, for the people who

15

don't need wheelchairs, for the people who don't need

16

vehicles?

17

with no arms recreate, right?

18

who can walk on the beach; that's the ones we should

19

allow.

20

What happens if you can't walk

We shouldn't let the ones with no legs,
So it's only the ones

That's why there has got to be a balance.

21

There are little children out there every day.

There

22

are families out there every day.

23

talks about the deaths on the beach.

24

deaths on the beach, and I can promise you, if you

25

close the dunes, if you put it where there are no

And everybody
Yes, there are
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dune buggies, people will find a way to dune buggy,

2

and you will have five times as many deaths.

3

they will find it in the creeks and beds in which

4

they live, and it will be unregulated.

5

Because

As far as the State of California and the

6

Parks Department, they do an incredible job.

If you

7

call them and there's an accident, they're there

8

immediately.

9

the middle of this summer doing what he loves to do,

I had a son of mine break his back in

10

dune buggy.

11

least he'll be able to go out on the dunes and

12

recreate and go fish and surf.

13

Yellowstone, the healthy shouldn't be the only ones

14

who are allowed to go on the dunes.

15

He won't be able to do it again, but at

Because just like

So, yeah, I like to walk on the dunes.

People

16

I know can't walk on the dunes.

17

to say that the local State Parks does an exceptional

18

job, and I've seen them all.

19

FACILITATOR METRAUX:

I really would like

Thank you very much.
We are at eight o'clock.

20

I'd like to take a ten-minute break.

21

(Break taken in proceedings.)

22

DAN HENSLEY:

My name is Danny Hensley.

I've

23

lived in Oceano for 48 years, born and raised here.

24

My dad started coming here in the '50s with his dad.

25

He moved over here.

My first memories are of playing
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1

down on the beach going down to Devil's Slide and

2

people getting stuck.

3

stuck, everybody rushed out to help dig them out and

4

push them out.

5

did.

6

your religious background?

7

just helped people.

8

true until today.

9

nobody cares what race you are.

And when people would get

That's just because that's what they

They didn't have:

What race are you?

Where are you from?

You

That's one thing that's stayed
You go down there on any week,
Nobody hates people

10

just based on anything.

11

If somebody is in trouble, you help them.

12

What's

Everybody has a good time.

I've been helped by people from Dubai that

13

came out in their full-on garb and, I'm, wow, these

14

people didn't know me.

15

helped us until we got all way from the back of the

16

dunes to the beach.

17

There's Asians, family of blacks, hey, we ended up

18

hanging out with them on the weekend.

19

played together.

20

them unstuck.

21

They came down, and they

It's like that every week.

Our kids

We spent a couple hours helping get

You make friends.

The world is full of hate right now and hate

22

of race and religion, anything you can think of.

23

you go down there on any week, any weekend, and you

24

don't see none of that.

25

see flags from everywhere, and people are getting

You see Mexican flags.

But
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1

along, having a good time.

2

What you don't see also is kids sitting down

3

there with their iPhones.

4

phone down there is because nobody is videotaping

5

something cool that they want to go home and show.

6

Our world is becoming a very sad place where life is

7

lived through a little square thing that you sit and

8

watch something, and it's pretty sickening and it's

9

sad.

10

that.

11

The only time you see a

You go down there, and you don't see none of

Families are together.

They're outside.

12

They're enjoying things together.

13

each other, not hating each other.

14

They're helping

In all this time that I've lived here, there

15

is a lot of things that have grown, a lot of the

16

houses that have grown around Pier Street.

That

17

place has been open since I can remember.

And you

18

see pictures back into the '60s, the beach is packed.

19

So there has been large draws of people coming there

20

through the '50s all the way into it.

21

Now, the railroad came through in -- what did

22

you say, '20s or '30s -- the railroad came through.

23

So right around when they started planning things,

24

every day, the wind would blow the sand over the

25

railroad tracks.

They had to have crews that would
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1

come out ahead of the railroads, and they would

2

shovel the sand off the tracks because it covered

3

them over.

4

days.

5

no nothing.

6

is the wind.

7

It's got nothing to do with the four-by-fours.

8

you.

9

This was back in the horse-and-buggy

There were no motorcycles, no four-by-fours,
The problem on the beach with the sand
The wind blows; it blows the sand.

BOB CARDONA:

Thank you very much.

10

Cardona.

11

think that's pretty much it.

12

Thank you for coming.

Thank

I'm Bob

I live in Santa Maria presently and -- so I

Thank you for your

13

efforts.

I know you're getting mixed emotions as far

14

as from each individual's own personal desires on

15

what they would like to see the beach like.

16

First of all, let me thank Parks and

17

Recreation for doing a great job.

You know, I've

18

lived in Santa Maria since 1947.

Actually, my mom

19

picked up from Grand Junction, Colorado, and came to

20

Santa Maria, and I haven't left since.

21

when you've got the beach to the west and, of course,

22

snow up in the mountains to the east of us so enjoy

23

both.

24
25

Why leave

And, yes, the wind blows, and that's what kind
of keeps things shifting when you're on the beach.
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1

want to try to bring things back into a little

2

perspective, please.

3

have been able to get out and look at the dunes on

4

off weekends, big weekends, no weekends.

5

swimmer, I guess, a lifeguard or whatever, it would

6

have been good because we didn't have a lot of those

7

lifeguard stands out on the beach then, and I'm

8

talking about in the '50s and '60s when, of course,

9

that's when probably they were needed.

10

I don't know what you people

My main point here is just to hit a couple of

11

highlights.

12

raised my hand on you:

13

Santa Barbara County people at all?

14

question to you.

15

the southern -- true southern access?

16

You being a

A question that I have, and I know I
Are you allowed to work with
This is my

Do you work with Santa Barbara for

Because originally I used to drive out of

17

Santa Maria on Main Street, drive right on to the

18

Guadalupe Beach, and sometimes we didn't make it onto

19

the hard beach.

20

get stuck in my mom's car, then we'd have to push our

21

way out of the sand, drive all the way up to Pismo

22

and go in and go to the Rose Garden, at that time in

23

Pismo, and then dance, and I met my wife there.

24

when you're dancing --

25

We drove straight on out, and we'd

So

And so one gentleman mentioned Devil's Slide.
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That's true.

2

Devil's Slide because we did have a lot of people get

3

stuck, but it wasn't on the way down.

4

to climb going up.

5

there, a brand-new truck for him.

6

Chevy truck with a big 350, and he couldn't get to

7

the dune.

8

the tires?"

9

that."

10
11

The very south end of our beach is

It was trying

And my brother took his truck out
It was a 1973

I said, "Ray, did you take the air out of
He goes, "Well, I didn't think about

You can't be driving hard tires on the beach,

but he had taken some out but not enough.
So I think -- a couple of things, and my

12

question to you, and I will hopefully get an e-mail

13

from you:

14

a true southern access.

15

Are you attempting to work what I consider

And I know we've had problems, because once

16

the oil companies were shut down on that beach area,

17

then they didn't want anybody out there.

18

pursuing the southern access into Santa Barbara -- in

19

the Santa Barbara County area?

So are you

20

Number two, our club, the Santa Maria Four

21

Wheelers have worked with a number of handicapped

22

people in the past, especially in the '60s, '70s --

23

(Three-Minute digital tone warning.)

24
25

NICK HARIS:

Sorry.

Good evening, Director Mangat,

Deputy Director Fuzie and Parks staff.

My name is
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1

Nick Haris.

2

the American Motorcyclist Association.

3

I'm the western state representative for

And we've heard a lot of good comments

4

tonight.

5

public works plan aspect and just reminding folks,

6

this is an OHV area, the SVRA, at least the part that

7

I'm commenting on.

8

tour it with staff a couple of times.

9

I wanted to focus a little more on the

And I have been lucky enough to

And I really do want to see a no net loss of

10

any recreational opportunities.

I think it's

11

critical especially at this point that we really look

12

to keep what we have, if not expand what's available.

13

And I really want to talk also -- when I was

14

down there on one of the tours, it became apparent,

15

not only do we have less recreation area than we are

16

used to, but they have a whole section that's

17

assigned for green sticker vehicles.

18

go part way down the beach before you can even start

19

using the green and red sticker vehicles.

20

like to figure out how to better address that so

21

people don't necessarily have to trailer down half

22

way or a third of the way.

23

So you have to

So I would

We've heard a lot of people talk tonight about

24

a second access or an additional access, a southern

25

access, and I think that would be a really important
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1
2

thing to bring on or to look into adding.
The other thing I want to talk about, if you

3

were at the OHV Commission meeting -- two weeks ago,

4

was it -- and we see a lot about electric vehicles.

5

So as we are talking about facilities and the future,

6

I think it's important that we start talking about

7

we're going to see more and more electric vehicles.

8

We don't necessarily even know what configuration.

9

People are going to have to charge those, so I would

10

like to see an opportunity for people to be able to

11

use those vehicles and then service them, so to

12

speak, but, of course, the way they service those is

13

by charging them.

14

Additionally, I just wanted to mention that

15

I've been down here but not enough, but I like the

16

comments we've heard in the past commission meetings

17

from some of the people who do rentals.

18

there's been some issues with some of the training.

19

I wanted to make sure people had the proper

20

opportunities for training, so I just wanted to

21

recommend that we look into doing the public training

22

days or ways to introduce youth to the proper way to

23

recreate at the dunes.

24

RENEE MARTINEZ:

25

I know

Thank you for your time.
Hello, my name is Renee

Martinez, and my heart is beating out of my chest.
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1

So I'm coming to you as a local.

2

to you as someone to lives here.

3

away from the beach.

4

covered in sand.

5

I'm coming

I live two blocks

I live upwind.

My house is

Imagine that, the wind blows.

I work here.

I work at Sun Buggy Rentals.

I

6

work on the beach.

7

accidents, accidents because of the closures, because

8

you are pushing more and more people into areas that

9

aren't big enough to hold all of them.

10
11

I've witnessed firsthand the

You've taken

so much away.
Thirdly, I play out there.

I've had two back

12

surgeries.

I can't hike anywhere.

13

the dunes.

I sit and watch the sunset from the top

14

hill out there.

15

be healthy for any of us.

16

People take their families out there to play, to

17

unplug, to surf.

18

them every day with their kids building sandcastles.

19

I've ran over sandcastles in the middle of the night

20

where they've dug huge gutters out because they were

21

playing.

22

I do drive out to

To lose all of that is not going to
It's a stress reliever.

People on the beach, I drive by

Taking away the dunes not only from the

23

community has an economical would disastrous, but

24

taking away the community, bringing other communities

25

here -- I have an entire family that I've met here at
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1

the beach.

2

beach.

3

Vegas, Hanford, Rancho Cucamonga.

4

live, and I've got people all over California begging

5

for this place to stay open.

6

I don't go to the bars.

I go to the

I have met people from Fresno, L.A., Las
I'm streaming

So my biggest confirmed fear here is if you

7

take anything away, give something back.

8

you bring it, the more people are going to get hurt.

9

I'm here as someone who works on the beach and rents

10

these buggies to people, we don't want to see that.

11

The smaller

We also don't want to see our jobs gone.
I moved to the beach.

This

12

is our livelihood.

13

there is sand here.

14

hairdresser.

15

you open up a hairdresser's lungs after they've died,

16

it's full of hair.

17

live near the beach.

I live with it.

I know

I was a

I got out of the business because if

You don't like the sand, don't

18

RACHELLE TOTI:

19

Nipomo Mesa resident.

Thank you.
Hi, Rachelle Toti.

I'm a

20

And I have a letter here, Ms. Mangat, that I

21

sent to you in October of 2015, and what it says in

22

the letter is that this park should be operating

23

under the Public Resources Code, the OHMVR Act, 2008

24

Soil Conservation Standards.

25

on how to operate OHV parks, the OHV Best Management

There are lots of rules
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1

Practices Manual and so forth.

2

when an area is eroding, that it be closed and

3

restored.

4

apparently happening here.

5

And what they say is

And that is something that's not

California Geologic Survey did a report in

6

2007 for California State Parks.

7

recommendations were to restore the fore dunes and to

8

rotate riding areas.

9

look into some of these documents and whether they're

10

And in that, their

So I think that you need to

being followed.

11

You're not hearing a lot about visitor

12

experience and recreational opportunities, so I want

13

to make sure a few comments on that.

14

I think that it would be great if you got more

15

rangers, because the number of people out there,

16

you've got alcohol, you've got riding at night,

17

riding 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and sometimes

18

50 to 60,000 people on a busy weekend.

19

I don't think is enough.

20

So 19 rangers

I think it would be a good idea to have a

21

children's riding area.

And the La Grande track, as

22

you're aware, is not owned by State Parks, so your

23

actual OHV parks is 810 acres.

24

track, which is where the mitigation is needed, could

25

have a children's riding area.

But the La Grande
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1

It could have perhaps a water feature.

2

think a water feature -- since the water is so cold

3

here, plus you have Great Whites out there -- a wave

4

machine or a pool or something like that would be

5

another form of entertainment.

6

I

I think you should look into some of the

7

illegal things that are happening out there such as

8

drag racing, which the vehicles come way too close to

9

people.

10

And, Director Mangat, I do have an envelope

of some things to give you after the meeting.

11

Fireworks, November 18th, we had fireworks,

12

the type that are set off on the 4th of July by

13

professionals, shot off in the dunes, but you could

14

see them -- I live probably two miles away from the

15

beach.

16

You could see them going up in the air.
There were reports that this parks has the

17

most crime of all of the parks in California.

18

a situation where camping was reserved for three

19

days -- (three-minute digital tone warning.) -- and

20

those $10 tickets were sold in at $100 a piece.

21

I have a lot more to tell you.

22

FACILITATOR METRAUX:

23

I look

forward to hearing from everybody in the future, too.

24
25

Thank you.

We had

DON PREBLE:
Preble.

Good evening.

My name is Don

I am the chairman of Friends of Oceano
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1

Dunes, the 501(c)(3) nonprofit that is working to

2

make sure that the park that we all love and enjoy

3

stays open for everybody, for access for the

4

equestrians, the surfers and, of course, the

5

off-roaders.

6

I kind of want to just maybe take a step back

7

with everybody and kind of put the whole thing in

8

perspective for everyone.

9

for all of us in this room should be looking for a

10

I think the general goal

solution that is globally accepted by everybody.

11

I think there's opportunity for us to take

12

away some of the stresses from the folks that live on

13

the Strand and the folks that live in Oceano.

14

think there's opportunities for us to grow the park

15

in areas where there's natural dunes that we can

16

participate on and enjoy and off-road on, and maybe

17

take some of the stress off some of the other parts

18

of the parks.

19

having dust issues up at the Mesa, and there's a dust

20

mitigation program that's in play.

21

I

There are a lot of people who are

It's very important for us to make sure

22

that --

a lot of people have voiced this opinion --

23

is that if you are going to take some parts of the

24

park away for dust mitigation, we are encouraging

25

that.

We want to help those folks up on the Mesa,
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1

but not at the cost of taking away riding area and

2

taking away the resources that were given to us.

3

If you look back from -- even going back to

4

the early years in the '70s, there are -- there is

5

photographic evidence of thousands and thousands of

6

people on this park enjoying the riding area, but

7

there was a southern access and there was a southern

8

entrance, and we didn't have such an impact on the

9

northern side of the park.

10

If you look at the town of Guadalupe, the town

11

of Guadalupe dried up after that southern access was

12

taken away, and there are folks who are here that

13

have family that grew up in Guadalupe, and that whole

14

town went away as soon as the southern access was

15

taken away.

16

when the Coastal Commission came in and took the park

17

away from us, from all of the riding that we had

18

going back years and years and years.

19

what it is now.

20

get back some of those dunes that go all the way down

21

to Devil's Slide.

22

A lot of the problems were created by

The park is

There is nothing that we can do to

I think what we need to all focus on as a

23

group is looking for a global solution that will help

24

mitigate the dust, help the folks who live on the

25

Strand and the local residents who see such an impact
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1

on their daily lives, while still enhancing the

2

riding area, while still making it so all of these

3

families can come down, the families from

4

Bakersfield, Fresno, from all over the state.

5

I live in San Jose.

I drove down here this

6

afternoon after I got off work, and I'm going to

7

drive right back home.

8

generations of my family on this beach enjoying

9

Thanksgiving dinner with 35 other family members and

Thanksgiving, I had four

10

friends.

11

community and the family and equal participation by

12

everyone.

13

That's what it's all about.

It's about the

Thank you.

DEBBIE PETERSON:

I'm Debbie Peterson.

I'm a

14

current city council member and former mayor of the

15

City of Grover Beach, but I'm speaking today as a

16

well-informed private citizen.

17

I have to say that for years I have loved

18

being able to drive on the beach.

19

to town from international areas, it's just a blast

20

to be able to take them.

21

plover.

22

miles.

23

When friends come

And they can see the snowy

They can see the whole thing, that whole 18

I don't go anywhere near the beach on a windy

24

day.

I have asthma, and so I concur with the Chumash

25

who called the Santa Maria valley, the valley of
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death -- the valley of sickness.

2

And the other thing that I would like to say,

3

I live and have my business on 3rd and Grand, so it's

4

very close to the beach.

5

wind shadow of the Irish Hills, so I don't get the

6

same particulate blowing across that comes from the

7

areas that are further away from the Irish Hills.

8
9

Fortunately, I'm in the

And Parks have been wonderful neighbors and
wonderful role models, and I'm extremely thankful to

10

you for all kinds of things, for teaching me about

11

watershed and how that plays into where we are, for

12

helping me understand about native plants.

13

And I do have one suggestion on that, I have

14

to go to Los Pilitas Nursery in Atascadero to get

15

native dune plants to plant from my yard, and I want

16

native birds and butterflies in my yard.

17

could sell some of those seeds or sell some of those

18

plants, I think that would be a great bonus for

19

locals.

20

So if you

And, also, I have loved having the kind of

21

access that allows my elderly mother and my elderly

22

stepfather to actually be down on the beach when they

23

couldn't have otherwise, which allows for family

24

members of all generations to come and have a

25

birthday party on ATVs, which I hate.
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But what I have to commend you for also

2

being -- is being able to manage 18 -- an

3

18-mile-long city with just a very few people.

4

manage the sewers.

5

the policing, and you allow all of us to recreate in

6

a way that works for us.

7

that you manage, and I'm very grateful.

8
9

You manage the water.

You

You manage

And it's a miraculous thing

I'm also grateful for the security that you
offer to me living so close to the beach and working

10

so well with our fire departments and with our

11

various policing agencies in the area.

12

I want to thank you too for protecting the

13

little snowy plovers -- they're wonderful to watch;

14

for teaching -- for having geologists that teach us

15

about the sand and to stay off of that.

16

really nobody who knows more about dunes than State

17

Parks.

18

There is

You've got more dune control than anybody.
And, finally, one last suggestion, if you

19

could work with your near neighbors to plant trees.

20

Trees have been shown more than anything else to

21

protect us from particulate.

22

neighboring properties.

23

ARLENE VERSAW:

Plant trees on

Good evening.

24

Nipomo Mesa.

25

19 years in Grover Beach.

Arlene Versaw,

And before I lived on the Mesa, I lived
My husband was a mayor of
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Grover Beach, and I was on the planning commission.

2

And I'm aware of the benefits of the OHV park.

3

I've never advocated personally for the closing of

4

the park, nor do I really want to see that and feel

5

that's necessary in order to protect the residents of

6

the Nipomo residents.

7

I've heard so much misinformation here

8

tonight, misconceptions, and it's -- I know that

9

there can be a win/win.

I heard the gentleman from

10

Friends of the Oceano Dunes.

11

first time in seven years of trying to resolve this

12

issue on the Mesa that I can say that I actually

13

agree with somebody from the Friends of Oceano Dunes.

14

There is an answer.

15

win/win here.

16

Frankly, this is the

There is an answer.

There is a

And I -- the silica dust that we breath is not

17

sand, and it only exists right here.

And how do I

18

know that?

19

Pollution Control District up and down the entire

20

state of California from San Diego to Eureka.

21

is no other APCD here on the coast where there are

22

dunes and sand everywhere that has a silica dust

23

issue.

24

has an Off-Highway Vehicle park, but connect the

25

dots.

Because I called every single Air

There

It's also the only place coincidentally that
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1

We know where it's coming from.

You guys can

2

come up with a solution.

3

Parks to help find that solution for a long time.

4

You've put in hay bales and wind fences in places

5

that don't help.

6

We have been begging State

I understand why the off-highway vehicle

7

community does not want to lose any more acreage.

8

They have lost a lot of acreage.

9

If I were them, I would feel the same way.

10

I acknowledge that.

But here is the reality, folks, 605 times --

11

605 times between 2012 and 2017 we have violated

12

State Air Quality standards that are put in place to

13

protect public health.

14

you don't find an answer, believe me, somebody is

15

going to stop it for you, and that is probably the

16

biggest threat to closing down the dunes, not the

17

residents who are trying so hard to just protect

18

ourselves from something that is an insidious,

19

terrible health hazard.

20

That has got to stop.

And if

One gentleman asked about whether or not there

21

is any death data about it.

One of the worst things

22

about silica dust is it's cumulative.

23

walking around here today and be fine, but four years

24

from now, it's a carcinogen, and it affects cardiac

25

and respiratory.

I can be

I could get sick five years down
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1

the road from what I'm breathing today.

2

So please find an answer and really do

3

something besides sticking hay bales and fences where

4

they don't do any good.

5

SEAN HAYES:

Thank you.

Hello there.

6

Santa Maria.

7

and it's very close to Guadeloupe.

I live over in

8
9

It's about 25 minutes south of here,

And I heard somebody say that all of the beach
towns are thriving, but if you've ever been to

10

Guadeloupe, it's the exact opposite of thriving.

11

Back in the day when the beach was open all the way

12

down to Guadeloupe, it was doing very well, and today

13

it's just a ghost town.

14

that's definitely due to closing the beach access

15

down there.

16

guys have ever been there.

17

It's completely dead, and

And "dead" is an understatement, if you

I'm an off-roader, and I ride dirt bikes, and

18

there is nowhere close that you can go and recreate

19

quite like you can at the dunes.

20

away, and it's cheap, and it's affordable.

21

I don't have to drive, 50, 60 miles to somewhere

22

that's out in the mountains riding a trail where if I

23

have an accident or something and I go off a cliff,

24

no one is going to find me.

25

around at the beach, and if there is an accident --

It's 25 minutes
You know,

There's tons of people
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1

which I mean the number of people, there's very

2

few -- someone can help me.

3

ambulance to come rescue me.

4

There can be an

So for locals, the dunes are a close and

5

affordable place to recreate, and there's not many

6

places anywhere nearby to ride like that.

7

I think you guys are doing an amazing job, so

8

I have to congratulate you on what State Parks does

9

so far.

10

I do have a handful of things I'd like to

11

bring up, one of them being have a designated lost

12

and found so when you find items, you can have them

13

returned to someone that might be looking for them,

14

like a tailgate, for example.

15

Another thing is we need State Parks to own

16

and run a sand cleaning machine that can pick up all

17

of the glass and debris that's left on the beach.

18

Ventura County has one they used to run.

19

tractors; we can actually pull one.

20

We have

Something else to do is to raise the pole

21

markers higher so they can be seen over the large

22

trailers and RVs on the beach.

23

It might be nice to have a solar light

24

color-coded system for each pole so that you can

25

distinguish the poles in the dark when it's foggy.
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1

We should have a reform of the kiosk entrance

2

system to have a fast lane for reentry for season

3

pass holders to reduce congestion on busy weekends,

4

solar lights to mark ambulance trails at nighttime

5

and smoothing them over so that ambulances can exit

6

easily.

7

beneficial.

8
9
10
11

Solar lights in the bathroom also would be

LYNDI LOVE-HANING:
today.

I wasn't going to speak

I told myself, let me just go to the first

meeting and listen, but here I am.
First, the first thing I really want to talk

12

about is I'd really love the State Parks to look into

13

is the environmental impact report that the

14

developers and the home builders of Trilogy would

15

have had to have paid to have done to develop that.

16

If there was truly a significant medical

17

issue, that developer and the home builder would have

18

had to have been stopped by CARB.

19

build homes on the Mesa.

20

building.

21

have told people, sorry, we can't build here, there

22

is a medical issue, and the developer would have been

23

stopped.

24
25

They continue to

They keep building, keep

If there is a real problem, that EIR would

If there is truly a medical issue at hand,
these homeowners, why are they not suing the
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developer and the home builders?

2

there, suffer, as they say, and think that the

3

low-hanging fruit is to just get the park shut down.

4

Instead, they stay

And I'm sick of people saying that the only

5

people -- only people who don't live here use the

6

dunes.

7

property taxes to live in a big house on the Mesa

8

because of the dunes.

9

into this community because of the dunes.

10

I moved here.

I pay thousands of dollars in

So my income is tax dollars

One gentleman said that people who live here

11

12 months out of the year have to deal with the

12

destruction of those who visit occasionally.

13

false.

14

the people who complain of dust issues on the Mesa,

15

they've moved there within the last five to ten

16

years.

17

vacation in Italy and Spain or they cruise the

18

highways in their Porsches with their Porsche clubs.

This is

Many, many locals use the dunes, and many of

19

They spend months -- I've seen it.

They recreate in a different way.

They

And that's

20

what it boils down to.

They don't understand dune

21

riding.

22

on the dunes.

23

they don't like us, so they want it shut down.

24

don't like the demographic, so I'm going to use my

25

deep pockets to shut something down.

They don't like the demographic that's out
They don't like us.

And they don't -I

A small group
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1

shutting down something for thousands of people, that

2

doesn't seem quite fair, that doesn't seem very

3

American to me.

4

And shutting the park down or losing more

5

acreage is not the answer.

6

to continued meetings and an eventual solution for

7

all of us and to continue dune riding.

8
9
10
11
12

And I really look forward

FACILITATOR METRAUX:

Thank you.

speaker card for the evening.

Dillon Kass is the last
I want to thank

everyone for coming.
Director Mangat has some closing remarks, and
then I'll finish up with the next steps.

13

If anyone else has comments or questions that

14

they haven't been able to -- if they haven't thought

15

of something until late tonight, like the director

16

said, or well into the future -- I always wake up at

17

2:00 a.m. with a list in my head.

18

e-mail address; that's access before we get the

19

website going and also after the website is going

20

throughout the length of project.

21

meeting notice you can get at the very back of the

22

room, and I will mention it here too for those who

23

are not here.

So we have an

It's on the public

It is PWPinfo@parks.ca.gov.

24

Thank you very much.

25

OHV DEPUTY DIR. FUZIE:

Hello, everybody.
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1

Matt Fuzie.

2

I'm the deputy director for OHV.

I want to thank you all for coming, and I want

3

to especially thank you for your participation.

4

has been an amazing year.

5

this area and the issues and met so many great people

6

on both sides of any issue that's come up.

7

This

I've learned so much about

I want to let you know that I'm going to be

8

available for direct communication, and that I really

9

do think that we're moving towards what could be a

10

very successful global solution.

11

patience over this last year while I've been

12

learning, and I do look forward to talking to you

13

all.

14

DIRECTOR MANGAT:

I appreciate your

First of all, I just want to

15

really -- we do a lot of these, but I have to tell

16

you, you folks have really been great.

17

us a lot to think about.

18

transcriptionist here doing great work, but you saw

19

us all taking copious notes.

20

Thank you so much.

You've given

Not only do we have the

We heard everything from

21

solar lights in the bathrooms to tsunami warnings to

22

things I had not thought about.

23

I had heard about southern access.

We've been

24

talking a lot about the dust.

We have been talking

25

about kind of the measures that we've had in place,
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1

and we have been talking about the fence moving.

2

So there's a lot of things that we didn't

3

anticipate hearing, and I think afterwards when we

4

kind of get together and talk, I think we're all kind

5

of nodding our heads.

6

taking us so seriously.

7

So I thank you so much for

We were kind of putting our heads together

8

thinking about when is the next time that we're

9

probably going to have a meeting, and I'm probably --

10

as soon as I say this, I'm going to make staff

11

cringe, but my sense is that it's probably like in a

12

six-month-ish period, like around that range.

13

looking at smart people to see if they -- does that

14

sound about right?

15

their heads.

16

think that's kind of our target.

17

that out loud, that is our goal we'll be striving

18

towards.

I'm

So my folks are kind of nodding

Don't hold me to it just yet, but I
At least if we say

So please do take us seriously.

19

This e-mail address that she shared is in the

20

back on the piece of paper, so if you're not like me

21

and you're not an audio learner, but if you get that

22

piece of paper, that has the e-mail address.

23

We're also going to take to heart some of the

24

comments about maybe having meetings in other areas

25

too to try to reach and contact with as many people
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1
2

as possible.
And just thank you so very much and thank you

3

for really kind of sitting down, taking this

4

seriously.

5

successful dialogue.

6

with several of you that talked about that you think

7

there is a way to solve this and it could be a

8

win/win solution.

And we view this as a beginning of a very
I think we're very like-minded

9

This really is the first time in decades that

10

you've kind of got all of us from all of the various

11

skill sets and various policy areas within the

12

Department of Parks and Recreation at the highest of

13

levels to kind of put their heads together to try to

14

solve this and get -- to be very solution-minded on a

15

more comprehensive approach.

16

safe travels home.

17
18

Thank you so much and

(Meeting concluded at 8:47 p.m.)
--oOo--

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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