March 17,2009
To: OHMVR Division: Kern County Sheriff’s Department Grant Application
Honorable Sir/Madam :

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the Kern County Sheriff’s Department and its request to obtain grant funding for combating illegal off-road vehicle abuse.

Kern County has recently enjoyed a growth in both OHV ownership and the “hosting” of off-road vehicle enthusiasts from out of county and out of state.  This growth in ownership and activity constitutes something of a double edged sword for our area.

 An increasing number of riders have flocked to Kern’s deserts, forests, mountains, and small towns.  Obviously, these visitors have increased revenue streams to local businesses.  At the same time, however, this influx of thousands of law-abiding, respectful OHV enthusiasts has also brought along a highly significant element of illegal riders.  This minority has created dangers and hardships for property owners, businesses, and public lands, while inflicting hardships upon law enforcement countywide.  Ranchers have seen their fences cut and their animals harassed; equestrians have been threatened and assaulted; businesses throughout the county have sustained heavy financial losses due to vandalism, theft, and various types of property damage.  At times, confrontations between these illegal OHV abusers and law-abiding property owners have escalated into violence.
Added to all this, Kern County has sustained ongoing hideous and continuing destruction to its public lands, including the ongoing ravages to the Pacific Crest Trail and its precious plant and wildlife resources. It cost Kern County taxpayers $3,500,000 to extinguish the White Fire which was started by illegal off-roaders.
These illegal riders have generated losses far exceeding the revenues they produce.  One prominent spokesperson for the legal use of OHVs, Mr. Ed Waldheim, has estimated that illegal abusers of OHVs constitute 10% of all rider/recreationists.  Of course, that means that, on those long weekends when more than 100,000 OHV riders crowd into Kern County, 10,000 of them are there to trespass and abuse.

Meanwhile, understaffed, under-funded, and overwhelmed, our dedicated County Sheriff’s personnel do what they can, in a deteriorating fiscal climate, to both protect the legal use of off-road vehicles and to defend the legitimate rights of property owners.  

We respectfully support our hard-working law enforcement personnel in Kern County, and we commend their request for additional resources for the specific intent to fight illegal off-road vehicle use to your judicious attention.

Sincerely,

Gordon F. Lull

Tehachapi, California, Kern County

(661) 332-7398

Cc: Kern County Sheriff’s Department 

