4/5/10

Subject: Public Comment Period Open on Grant Applications for State Funding

To: OHVMR Division,

My wife and I are residents of Burney, CA and frequent visitors to the Shasta-Trinity National Forest.  We own four (4) of the 800,000+ registered ATVs in California and ride our ATVs in a responsible manner.

I request that the State of California deny the applicants’ request (STNF and STNF Law Enforcement) for funds as they relate to “Ground Operations” for the STNF Motorized Travel Management Plan.  The funds requested would not further my OHV opportunities nor improve public awareness.  These funds will be used to fund law enforcement so as to write more tickets.  

The FEIS assumes that enforcement of the laws stemming from this Travel Management Plan will be “…enforced equally in authority and weight as with all other Federal Laws and regulations.”  Furthermore, “It is anticipated there will be a higher number of violations to the Travel Management Rule the first few years and the number of violations will decline as the users understand and comply with the rules.” (pg 73, Law Enforcement Assumptions Common to Effects Analyses, FEIS).  This is simply unacceptable.  Green Sticker money should used to enhance and maintain OHV/ATV recreation opportunities rather than beef up law enforcement and create criminals out of unsuspecting visitors to the STNF.

As a member of the public and frequent (responsible) visitor to the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, I cannot support such miss-use of Green Sticker Money.  The Agency has wasted millions of dollars developing the Travel Management Plan in order to significantly decrease our OHV opportunities in the best interest of the land.  The money spent developing this plan could have instead been spent creating additional OHV opportunities to take pressure off high-use areas, as well as implement “Tread-Lightly” programs to better educate visitors to the forest of the need for responsible use.  I suppose that makes too much sense or is too simple for the Federal Government to grasp.  The applicants are simply wasting more taxpayer dollars by asking for money to post signs and write tickets.  The Agency should direct its efforts (and grant requests) towards something more positive such as Outreach and Education, and creation of additional OHV opportunities (especially in high-use areas) rather than law enforcement.  It is clear to me that the STNF is dedicated to locking up the Forest and prosecuting those who dare to recreate on public land.

Again, I request that the applicants’ request be denied.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,
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Robert Hoover

21852 Rocky Ridge Road 

Burney, CA 96013
