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IN ATTENDANCE 

--oOo-- 

OHMVR COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Paul Slavik, Chair 
Diana Pérez, Vice Chair 
Ted Cabral
Erin Hafkenschiel 
Eric Lueder
Kevin Murphy 
Edward Patrovsky 

OHMVR COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: 

 M. Teresa Villegas 

OHV DIVISION STAFF:  
   

Christopher Conlin, Deputy Director
Phil Jenkins, Division Chief 
Maria Mowrey, Administrative Chief
Kathryn Tobias, Legal Counsel 
Vicki Perez, Clerk
Deborah Burgeson, IT 

OTHER OHV DIVISION STAFF AND REGISTERED VISITORS 

--oOo--
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AGENDA ITEM I - CALL TO ORDER at 8:24 a.m. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Good morning, folks.  I'd like to 

call to order the Commission meeting at Pismo Beach for 

December 12, last meeting of the year.

AGENDA ITEM I(A) - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CHAIR SLAVIK:  And as the first point of 

business, I would like to do the pledge of allegiance, 

and I didn't select anybody.  Let's see, how about 

Eric.  

Are you okay with the pledge of allegiance at 

this point?  Can we all stand for the pledge of 

allegiance, please.  

(Pledge of allegiance let by Commission Lueder.) 

AGENDA ITEM I(B) - ROLL CALL

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I'd like to do roll call.  Vicki, 

call out our members.

THE CLERK:  Chair Paul Slavik from Huntington 

Beach.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Here.

THE CLERK:  Vice Chair Diana Pérez from Santa 

Maria.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Here.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Ted Cabral from 

Pengrove.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Here.
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THE CLERK:  Commissioner Erin Hafkenschiel from 

San Francisco.  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Here.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Eric Lueder from Mill 

Valley.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Here.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Kevin Murphy from 

Morgan Hill.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Here.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Ed Patrovsky from Apple 

Valley.  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Here.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Teresa Villegas from 

Los Angeles.  Mark her as absent.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Offer our quick prayers for 

recovery to Teresa.  She's sick.

And I'd like to introduce at this point -- my 

honor actually to introduce the chairmen of the Boating 

and Waterways and State Parks and Recreation 

Commission.  To my immediate left would be Ernest 

Chung, the chairman of the State Park and Recreation 

Commission, and we are so honored to have you here.  As 

I mentioned yesterday, some of you -- probably 

everybody was year, but Ernest made the point last year 

of actually going to Hollister and touring Hollister, 
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and I think that probably is, if not the first, one of 

the first times that a chairman of the State Parks 

Commission has been at an OHV park.  So I thank you for 

that.

STATE PARKS COMMISSIONER CHUNG:  Thank you so 

much for inviting Doug and I to be here with you.  This 

is my first meeting of your Commission, and I'm really 

looking forward to working a lot more closely with you 

going forward. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  And I've been to several -- I 

think two of your meetings at this point, and I've been 

to a meeting with Boating and Waterways.  

So Doug Metz with Boating and Waterways from the 

San Diego area, Coronado, and please introduce 

yourself.  

B&W COMMISSIONER METZ:  Thank you very much, 

Chairman Paul.  I regret that I was not the host person 

in the chair when you came to Monterey, but we'll get 

together again.  And I deeply appreciate this 

opportunity to share with you your vision, your goals, 

your programs and to see how we can more closely work 

together, water, road, off-road together, in order of 

providing a full spectrum of recreational opportunities 

for Californians. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  And we have some 
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exciting I think opportunities that we're going to talk 

about here later on in the program.

Also, I'd like to thank the local dignitaries 

invited -- I'm sorry, elected officials that were at 

the program yesterday.  And we have today -- no 

dignitaries to announce.  But yesterday we had a full 

house.  For some of you that were here, we pretty much 

had a full house.  There were probably more people, 

elected officials, at that tour, which turned out to 

be -- and I want to thank Brent and his staff for that 

tour.  It was an awesome tour that he had to pull 

together at the last minute. 

(Audience applause.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I think everybody will agree that 

you have a great staff in the docents.  I think we need 

to clone those people.  That gal was awesome.

So the fact that we were in one place, one room 

for the whole day in a very historic room -- and I also 

want to thank the people that provided that space for 

us.  That was, I think, a really important aspect of 

what we do is when we're all together doing the same 

thing.  Private sector, public sector and all of the 

different recreation commissions, all together talking 

about the same kind of problems and challenges.  So 

thank you again, and we look forward to working with 
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you guys in the future like that.  And thank you for 

the quick ride around the sand dunes for those that got 

a chance to do that.

AGENDA ITEM II - APPROVAL OF AGENDA

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.  Approval of the 

agenda.  

Let me go over some of the basic stuff here 

first.  So after the end of each agenda item, I'll call 

for public comment.  You have three minutes to make 

public comment.  And the color of the papers again are 

blue for -- green.

THE CLERK:  Green for public comment.  Green is 

for public comment, and blue is for the public comment 

eleven o'clock non-agenda items.  So fill your forms 

out.  They're right over there and bring them to me 

when you're ready.  Thanks. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So thank you, Vicki.  

So everybody understands, you have three 

minutes, and the agenda items you can comment on for 

three minutes.  You can also come to the podium -- 

anything that you want to discuss in front of the 

committee, okay? 

A call for approval of the agenda.  Do I have a 

motion to approve the agenda?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'll make the motion. 
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CHAIR SLAVIK:  Do I have a second?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Second. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All in favor?  

(Simultaneous voice vote by Commissioners.)

(Agenda approved with voice vote.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.

AGENDA ITEM III (A) - APPROVAL OF MINUTES

CHAIR SLAVIK:  And approval of the minutes for 

the agenda items as the way it stands.  Do I have a 

motion to approve the agenda?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Motion to approve the 

minutes as written.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Second on the motion?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Second. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All in favor.  

(Simultaneous voice vote by Commissioners.)

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So both the agenda items and the 

minutes have been passed.  

AGENDA ITEM IV (A) COMMISSIONERS' REPORTS

CHAIR SLAVIK:  The Commissioners' reports are 

next.  Can we start maybe with Commissioner Cabral and 

move down the table.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  So, anyway, it's good to 

see everyone here.  I know there were a little bit of 

challenges for people to show up with the weather.  
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Good to see a lot of the staff and people.  I know I 

was following Jeff on Facebook with his travels to get 

over here through the rain and storms last night.  It 

made me think about how difficult it is for some people 

to get here when they come a day earlier.  

A couple of things in my report.  I'll keep it 

brief.  I wanted to mention some of the things I 

attended.  I'll go into deeper details as the reports 

come up for the BLM or Forest Service on what happened 

at some of these meetings.

First off, BLM-wise, I attended the BLM 2.0 

planning meeting that was in Sacramento.  Also the BLM 

had a youth summit in Sacramento.  It was really 

wonderful.  I know that Jane Arteaga put a lot of work 

into putting the event together.  It was great to see 

all types of outdoor recreation and just outdoor use, 

work, everything in general.  It was presented to these 

young people, and hopefully it will be helpful to get 

the youth of America or at least of California off 

their video games and phones and out doing something in 

the real world.

Next, I also went in October to the California 

Air Resources Board.  I was invited to an electric 

vehicle showcase they had at their meeting in Southern 

California in Diamond Bar.  It was a real neat event, 
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and I'll talk a little bit more about that when I get 

to my committee reports.

Forest Service-wise, I went to the Eldorado 

National Forest at an over-snow meeting in Placerville.  

And I'm not a snowmobile person, so I figured I should 

go there and kind of start feeling it out.  But I have 

attended way too many public meetings in my life, and 

it was unfortunate to see how this meeting went.  There 

was a member in the crowd that exploded, and his 

reaction was detrimental to the meeting, and I think it 

also hurt a lot of people's feelings that work for the 

staff.  I think it was unnecessary, and I certainly 

hope people can avoid that type of reaction in a public 

meeting in the future.

With that, I've talked to some Forest Service 

staff about the presentation and how they do their 

meetings, and I think we'll cover a little more of that 

here in the near future.

And then the next one is Prairie City.  They're 

in the middle of its general plan.  I made an 

unannounced visit at Prairie City during a motocross 

event.  I wanted to spectate the motocross event and 

see how things work during one of those events.  Also, 

I wanted to see Prairie City.  They had their open 

house, and I attended that, which was on a different 
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day.  

And I also went to the Prairie City Improvement 

Group meeting and was good to see Phil.  It was great 

to see you there at that meeting.  I think you 

clarified a lot of things, and it helped tremendously, 

and it was great to see you there.  The staff put on a 

very informative meeting, and it was really good to see 

the level of public participation go up considerably 

from the first round of public comment that the group 

that put together the consultant -- the first effort 

was lacking in public comment.  I think we only had 60 

or 80 comments.  So it went up considerably.  It was up 

in the 400 range, so I'm glad to see that because it 

will make for a better general plan.

And then, lastly, back in August, I attended the 

NOHVCC.  They had their annual conference, and they had 

some awards.  And with that, I have an award I need to 

deliver to somebody here.  And I have the NOHVCC 

Perseverance Award, which is basically for someone 

that's been around for a long time, I think is what it 

is.  I guess you have to be old to get this.  

But this award is for Ed Waldheim, so why don't 

you come up, Ed.  Actually, seriously, Ed, you know 

what, you're like our crazy old uncle, but we love you.  

You do so much for everybody in the community.  Thank 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

12

you.  

(Audience applause.)

ED WALDHEIM:  Thank you so much for everything, 

and thank you.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I don't have a lot to 

report because I spent four weeks of the last period 

between Commission meetings in Thailand and Cambodia.  

So I did have occasion to do a little OHV 

recreation over there.  I located a little motocross 

track and rented a bike and did some laps on my 

vacation and spread the word of the sport over there, 

so I had a great time.  

And looking forward to getting some business 

done after this meeting, so thank you.  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I also don't have a 

lot to report.  As most of you know, I had knee surgery 

a little over three months ago, but I'm glad to be 

walking and hope to get out to quite a few of the 

estuaries and other areas in the near future.  

And thank you for everyone's invitations to host 

me, as well.  I intend on taking you up on those 

offers.  Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  

And I neglected to introduce the staff.  I'm 

sorry about that, but Chris Conlin, our Deputy 
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Director, is here.  Phil Jenkins, the Chief; Maria 

Mowrey, the Assistant Chief.  Is that correct?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  That will work. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  The assistant chief of the money 

matters, and Kathryn Tobias, our legal counsel.  

Is there any other staff in the room that I have 

not recognized?  Former mayor of Grover Beach, thank 

you for coming.  Anybody else that needs to be 

identified?  Ken Wiseman is here with Parks Forward.  

He's going to give a presentation, and we're looking 

forward to that.  For Parks Forward, looking forward. 

Moving on, my report:  

First of all, I want to thank Diana for being in 

my place at the last meeting.  As you probably know, I 

spent a month in Europe and had a great time while I 

was there.  I knew that this Commission would be in 

good hands.  Thank you for reading my report.  And, 

once again, thank you for all remembering our friend, 

Jim Keeler, long-time friend of mine, and sorry to hear 

of his passing.

So I have not been real busy, but just a few 

things I've done.  Most of you know that we had this 

Youth Day at Lake Castaic in Los Angeles County.  So 

that was a collaborative event, and this was the kind 

of thing that I think with our commissions working 
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together, we're going to see more and more of these 

things.

This collaborative event was at Castaic Lake, 

which is a state park.  It included Boating and 

Waterways, OHV, L.A. County Sheriff and L.A. County 

Parks and Recreation.  We didn't have the turnout that 

we would hope to have.  And basically it's a 

difficult -- it's a difficult proposition to get a lot 

of kids in one place on a Saturday morning.  But we're 

going to work toward getting more kids involved and 

more of these events around the country.  We think it's 

a good opportunity to show kids recreation and get them 

away from their screens, if you will.  We all know 

that's a real endemic problem in our society, and kids 

should be out on public land enjoying their legacy.

November 5th I attended the Boating and 

Waterways Commission in Monterey.  Even though Doug 

wasn't there, I was hosted very well by his fellow 

commissioners and want to thank them for that, great 

group of guys and girls.

November 14th, that was the State Parks and 

Recreation Commission meeting in San Diego in Old Town, 

and thank you, Ernest for inviting me to that.

November 22nd, I had an interesting evening with 

a couple of my grandchildren.  Kane Silverberg, who 
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some of you will remember as a past commissioner, is an 

endurocross racer, and they were having their final 

event in Ontario, California.  I've never seen one of 

these.  I've heard a lot about them.  What an exciting 

event, very small venue indoors, and they throw all 

these logs and rocks around this track, and it takes 

about 40 seconds to go around the track, but it's 

extremely active recreation.  I mean that's putting it 

mildly.  There are ten guys racing around the track, 

and anything can happen.  

In one event, it was kind of the amateur event.  

They have a jump.  And some of you recall the super 

crosses and they have the jump, and they have this big 

grid thing where the overhead lights and cameras and 

everything.  This guy got so excited, he stuck his 

vehicle in the gridlock about ten feet above the jump, 

and the bike stayed there.  Ed is shaking his head.  We 

didn't do that.

And last thing I would say is Honda 

celebrated -- I went to the celebration last week.  

Honda celebrated their 300 millionth motorcycle 

production, 300 million motorcycles.  We wonder what 

happened to all of these motorcycles that we see on 

public land and where do they come from.  A lot of them 

are Hondas.  I do have a Honda representative here.  
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Gary Martini is here as well, come here to be an 

observer.  Chris Real is right next to him, who is a 

person that's the sound guy for California and probably 

the whole world at this point.  Anybody has any 

questions about sound monitoring, Chris Real in the 

person.

Anyway, that's my report.  Moving on here.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  My report is going to be a 

little different than my usual reports because it's 

kind of a continuation of the discussion that we had 

yesterday regarding ATV safety.  And what I wanted to 

share is that last week I took my nine-year-old to 

Boomers, which is right here in Santa Maria, a little 

golf place.  And they have like a little bumper car 

ride.  It's a little race car, and it goes around in 

circles.  I took my nine-year-old, and she couldn't 

drive this little bumper car in essence.  I had to 

drive it for her.  She wasn't old enough.  And I know 

that she's not old enough to ride most of the rides at 

Magic Mountain.  I know she is not tall enough.  

So we had a discussion yesterday that I'm 

looking forward to further discuss in-depth when the 

agenda item comes up, but what I wanted to share with 

you is the point that I was trying to make yesterday, 

was that I do have a concern that there are 
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four-year-old children that are renting 90-cc ATVs, and 

their parents are allowing them to do this out on the 

dunes.  

When I think about what my own children are not 

allowed to do in other forms of recreation, it is a 

concern.  I know some children have been hurt.  I think 

the numbers -- I don't know what they are.  I don't 

know if it's seven or ten or 50 or 100, but the point 

is some children have been hurt.  

And my biggest concern -- and this is the last 

thing that I do want to say, because I want this to be 

a more in-depth conversation -- is that the law 

requires that a parent or a child -- a child who is 

under 14 have in possession an ATV safety card.  

And my question to State Parks is what evidence 

do we have that a parent with a child who is under 14 

can prove that they have an ATV safety card, that 

they've taken some form of ATV safety training before 

they allow their child to ride on the dunes?  

I know my kid can't drive a bumper car at the 

Boomers just down the street.  That is my concern, and 

that is what I would like to further discuss when that 

agenda item comes up.  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  My Commission report 

consists of in November I met with Santa Clara County 
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Supervisor Cindy Chavez and some of her park staff from 

Santa Clara County.  We actually toured Metcalf 

Motorcycle Park.  And basically we just looked at 

different ways that we can partner with them to 

hopefully make some improvements to Metcalf Motorcycle 

Park.

I also did a personal tour of Prairie City.  

And recently I've been working on the 

possibility of maybe opening an urban OHV park within 

Morgan Hill, and hopefully there will be some further 

news of that later.  That's it.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Good morning, 

everybody.  I want to first thank the local staff for 

taking great care of us yesterday.  The presentations 

were interesting, informative.  Having not been around 

here for the last 30 years or so, it's great to be 

back.  And I was especially impressed with the docents 

and their presentation.  You're lucky and fortunate to 

have such quality people.

The topic I wanted to discuss during my report 

is I live in Apple Valley in the high desert and nearby 

in San Bernardino National Forest a little area that's 

just northwest of Cajon Pass.  For those of you that 

know the I-15 from going up and out of San Bernardino 

before you hit the high desert, you're in a little 
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strip of the national forest.  And just northwest of 

Cajon Pass is an area called Baldy Mesa.  

The Southern California national forests are 

very starved for funding, and the Baldy Mesa area in 

particular has been -- hasn't had much attention, and 

it's experienced unregulated and destructive OHV use 

for decades.  And Paul and I have talked about this 

quite a bit, because he's even more familiar with this 

than I am.

And the Forest Service doesn't have the manpower 

or the resources to handle the problem, and they've 

come up with a plan and applied for an OHMVR grant to 

establish a designated riding network and to put to 

sleep and rehabilitate the hill climbs and the other 

undesirable trails there in easily erodible soils.  The 

place up there is really a mess.  

This has been very difficult, and it's a complex 

project.  The Grants staff has to be commended for 

sticking with it.  There's a lot of local opposition to 

the project, fears that the project will increase OHV 

use on the adjacent forest and at the forest boundary, 

which interfaces with semirural communities to the 

north, including Piñon Hills and Phelan.  They're 

concerned about spillover and also possible damage to 

the site of the route of the old Mormon Trail from the 
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1850s.  

Forest Service originally ran into a lot of 

difficulties with the local residents and in recent 

months have been working with the locals trying to 

adjust the project and address some of the concerns.  

And the opposition to the project is unfortunately, in 

my opinion, a little bit intractable.  

The project offers a lot of opportunities for 

rehabbing an area that's been heavily impacted and to 

provide recreation opportunities while at the same time 

protecting and restoring the environment.  There's a 

good law enforcement element in this plan, where law 

enforcement has been almost completely lacking in that 

area, and also a rehabilitation plan that will be 

handled by the San Bernardino Mountains Conservancy, 

which is a cooperative group which I've seen some of 

their other work up in the San Bernardino Forest, and 

they do a tremendous job.  

So this project is going through the CEQA 

process along with Dan and other members of the staff.  

And Katie attended an open house about a month ago 

regarding the CEQA process, well-attended.  Dan broke 

the group up into small groups, and we came together 

later to bring all of the ideas from the small groups 

to the meeting at large, and it turned out to be very 
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effective.  

So hopefully in some form that's acceptable to 

as many people as possible, this project will go 

forward and bring at least some relief to what's a bad 

situation up there.  That's all I have.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you, Ed.  

Commissioners Chung and Metz, if you have any 

observations, this might be a good time.  You can chime 

in.  You've been exposed to OHV now several times, and 

I would like to hear what you guys have to say.  

STATE PARKS COMMISSIONER CHUNG:  Chair Slavik, 

thank so much again for the opportunity.  

Yesterday, for the first time, I got to see -- 

had a great tour.  Brent showed us Oceano, and it was a 

wonderful, wonderful tour, and you have great results 

here.  I was particularly impressed with the protection 

afforded to the natural resources and the preservation 

effort you have.  And I want to say I saw the same 

thing when I went to Hollister.  

So I think one of the challenges facing many of 

you is that OHV activity is really misunderstood by 

many in the general population, including our own 

commission.  And so it's really important for us to 

really understand and appreciate the effort you have 

put in to make the activities safe and also preserving 
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the resources you have.  And I think we have tremendous 

opportunity to work together, and I look forward to it.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.

DBW COMMISSIONER METZ:  Chairman Paul, I was 

first of all impressed by the respect for the 

environment that the Commission is showing, the people 

in the field, as well as their dedication to the 

interpretation of the environment.  

Second, my whole world has been opened here to 

the extent of off-road activity and the opportunities 

to see the glories of California from a perspective 

that the average individual does not, and I think that 

frontier spirit of opening up new opportunities to see 

our great state and all of its recreational 

opportunities and beauty is, I think, a unique and very 

special mission that this Commission has.  Thank you 

for inviting me. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you, and thank you for 

coming and spending your time.  I know you guys both 

have precious time.  They're volunteers, folks.  

AGENDA ITEM IV (B) COMMITTEE REPORTS

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Commissioners' committee reports, 

next agenda item.  And we're not going to take up the 

actual changes in the committee at this point.  But if 

anybody has any committee reports, I would like them to 
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present them now.  Can I go down the list maybe and if 

somebody has anything.

So Private Property, we don't have anybody in 

that committee.  These are subcommittees.  

Education, Commissioner Pérez and Murphy, 

anything to report?  I'm sure we're going to be talking 

about stuff later.  

BLM liaison, that's Commissioner Patrovsky and 

Cabral.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Yes, I'd like to comment 

on that.

On the BLM the planning 2.07 meeting that was in 

Sacramento, I would encourage people to be involved in 

the planning process.  So far my observations -- I also 

have been going to the Forest Service's new planning 

documents they're putting together, and recreation is 

not viewed as one of the higher priorities.  

And it's unfortunate that we go to these 

meetings and we discuss things with everybody and they 

listen to us.  We put our comment in, and then we'll 

get a revised document that might have anywhere from a 

sentence to a paragraph about recreation in it.  And 

how we'll be able to change that is by being involved.  

So it's important for people -- if you can't 

make the meetings, it's understandable.  But try to 
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keep on their information.  There are organizations out 

there that will be putting out alerts when there are 

planning documents that need to be commented on, and I 

encourage people to spread the word and comment on it.  

Because the recreation aspect is one of the 

larger components of these federal lands.  When you go 

to the meetings, you rarely see someone from an 

industry such as mining or from timber industries at 

these meetings.  Almost every time some form of 

recreation or another of interest are at these public 

meetings.  So I want to encourage people to be 

involved.

The other thing is that -- had a little bit of 

discussion.  There is going to be a presentation coming 

up today about some potential new opportunity that BLM 

is going to present in this Southern San Joaquin 

Valley, which I'm excited to see.  

And the last thing would be is that the Youth 

Summit was really a spectacular event, in my mind.  

There was a lot of kids there, and it was really good 

to see that type of involvement, that they were able to 

get that many children or young people from the school 

system there in Sacramento.  

And they were really open afterwards to look at 

expanding the program and bringing it in throughout the 
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state and making it a little more regional.  And I 

think that's the direction it sounds like it might be 

going.  And it might be a real good opportunity for the 

OHV Division to partner with the BLM and be able to do.  

We have our travel trailer with the interpretive stuff 

and things like that.  Maybe that will be a good time 

to be able to work with them on that.  Because this 

would be getting more boots on the ground, getting kids 

outside and involved in things and less of a 

classroom-type environment.

And that's about it I have right now.  There is 

another thing I want, but I'll just wait until the BLM 

makes their report. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  And that covers Forest Service as 

well?  He's also on the Forest Service Subcommittee.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I tend to talk a lot.  

So with that, the Forest Service, the same 

thing -- I just kind of covered it briefly.  But the 

revised planning documents came out, and we had about 

two sentences on recreation after it's been discussed 

over and over, and I was frustrated by it.  

I had a conflict.  I believe this meeting had a 

conflict with one of the planning meetings, and I 

intend to go back and discuss it further at a staff 

level and see why there's a roadblock, what the 
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resistance is to have a wider ranging recreation 

component in their plans.  So that's one thing.

The other thing was -- I mentioned earlier that 

over-snow meeting that I attended in the Eldorado 

National Forest.  It was their meeting in Placerville.  

And a couple of things came up out of this meeting.  

And one of the -- well, actually two of the biggest 

complaints about the snowmobile use were things that 

the Forest Service has absolutely no control over, and 

that would be noise emissions and the fuel emissions.  

And those repeatedly -- the format was that they had 

complaints that they put up on the wall, and then they 

had solutions, so things they weren't happy with and 

then the solutions for them.  And so basically 

decorated a wall with all of these little tags and you 

put up your Post-it notes, and it went from there.  So 

a nice little format, I could see what they were trying 

to.  It was a little fun.  It was a way to work through 

it.  

On the other hand, after it went for a while, I 

pointed out that federally the EPA regulates the noise 

and the emissions standards.  And in California we even 

go one step further with the California Air Resources 

Board, and that changed a lot of what the direction was 

of the complaints.  Because the people in the room 
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didn't understand the process and how that is evolving, 

as far as how the emissions are getting tighter on 

noise and fuel and evaporative emissions.  

So with that, I think it's important for the 

Forest Service to know going forward that they need to, 

when they present this stuff, make sure that the people 

are aware, the public is aware, of what they can 

control and what they can't control.  Because there was 

literally -- you know, I would say about a half hour of 

this meeting was wasted on basically noise and fuel 

emissions that had nothing to do with what the Forest 

Service can control.

And the last thing that came up with this 

meeting, which was something I maybe would like to have 

an agenda item down the road, is the signage and the 

kiosks.  And that would be that there was a lot of 

misunderstanding on an area when it was mixed use for 

motorized and non-motorized use.  And with that, the 

mixed use -- the people that were misunderstanding it 

weren't people that are in motorized recreation.  They 

were people that were non-motorized.  

So I think that's something we may want to look 

at as a whole, maybe have it as an agenda item down the 

road, is to have signage that is directed towards 

people that are not motorized users and making them 
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aware of their responsibilities when they enter a 

motorized use area.  

An example would be is people that would be on 

just like bicycles using, you know, a public road, you 

would have the snowmobiles on the groomed trail and 

then if you're cross-country skiing, the cross-country 

skier needs to stay to the right.  They need to be 

aware there could be motor vehicles coming up behind 

them and such.  So those are just examples that I can 

just pull off the top of my head.  

So that's what I have right now.  Thank you. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Clear Creek Management Area 

Subcommittee, Commissioners Pérez and Cabral.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Did you want to continue, 

Ted?  I don't really have anything to report.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  This is why I didn't have 

much of a report to start with.  

Yes, I've been talking to BLM staff about the 

future of how Clear Creek could look with the possible 

passage of Congressman Farr's proposed bill in 

Congress.  The recent election has made it much more 

probable that that bill will go through and be put 

through on an omnibus lands bill that would end up on 

the President's desk sometime possibly within the next 

year.  
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So with the controversy that surrounded the 

Clear Creek situation, I think it's important for the 

Bureau of Land Management to be ahead of the curve on 

this and be kind of starting to think about possible 

management plans, if the property was to be reopened, 

and so we've been discussing that.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  

The Red Sticker Program.  You're on this list.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Red Sticker Program, I 

went to the testing.  Chris Real is out here in the 

audience, and he's observed the testing.  So if anyone 

really wants to get any detailed information on how the 

testing is going, maybe during a break or something you 

can corner him and kind of discuss the issues with him.

One thing that's been a concern that came up 

that definitely turned out to be -- Chris and I both 

pointed this out when we were down there observing 

and -- was two issues.  One was the customer-owned 

vehicles, and the second was with the premixing on the 

two-strokes using the factory-recommended oils at the 

factory-recommended ratios.  

So we had one vehicle.  It was a KTM 200 

two-stroke that they plugged into their machinery, and 

it completely fouled their machinery.  The owner of the 

unit requested that -- he runs his premix at his ratio, 
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and the bike was not in the proper state of tune.  So 

anyone that's an off-road enthusiast who rides 

motorcycles, those types of motorcycles, knows how 

important it is to clean your air filter and replace 

the piston and rings at a certain interval and stuff on 

a two-stroke.  Well, this may not have been done.  The 

air filter definitely wasn't serviced, and it fouled 

the machinery up horribly.  So they're very hesitant to 

test any more two-strokes.  

With that, we're not getting any participation 

from the manufacturers at all.  I've called my 

contacts.  I've rattled as many cages as I can, and 

they refuse to do anything.  

So getting new vehicles has to come from a 

dealership level, which is difficult.  Because the 

dealers, what happens is the vehicle is pulled out of 

their inventory and used in this manner, they're 

typically held by a finance company -- one of the 

biggest companies, I think the one that does KTM 

scoring is General Electric, GE Capital.  GE Capital, 

you pull the vehicle off of the floor, you service it, 

you run it like that, put it away, and you have to pay 

for it.  That's what the rules are.  It's now 

considered to be a sold unit.  

So the dealerships don't want to play along 
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either.  They're getting a nice big discount, so 

basically it kind of turns it into a demo, but it has 

to be a dealership that has the financial wherewithal 

to be able to handle that.  So the Catch-22 here is 

we're not getting the proper bikes to be able to test.  

That's what's going on there.  It's a problem.  We're 

all searching for an answer, and we haven't come up 

with one yet.

The other part of it is the electric vehicles.  

I was invited to the Electric Vehicle Showcase.  That 

is because they're looking at the possibility of having 

zero-emission vehicles to offset OHV vehicles that are 

a little above the standards.  

With the electric vehicles, they had a really 

nice presentation from everything from big rigs to 

motorcycles.  And I have to say it warmed this 

motorcyclist's heart to see that by far and away the 

most popular vehicles at the showcase were motorcycles.  

Harley-Davidson showed up with their LiveWire.  They 

had it on a Dyno.  People could get on it and 

experience how the electric motor works and stuff.  

Brammo was there.  Zero was there, and also the fastest 

electric motorcycle, the Lightning Motorcycle, was 

there.  It really was a hit.  We even had Mary Nichols 

was sitting on a motorcycle, which was really pretty 
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interesting.

So with that, this is going to be a fluid 

situation as it goes forward, but I'm confident that 

we're going to be able to retain the off-road vehicles 

that we would like to see still being used.  

I know that there's a potential for using some 

of the carbon credits.  Maybe we can look into that 

with our Trust Fund, to be able to purchase carbon 

credits if it came to that type of a situation.  But I 

know there's been some documentation floating around, 

looked into it, talked to some person on the staff 

there, and they thought that the OHV Parks -- the State 

Parks could possibly participate in the program 

depending upon the -- you know, what kind of -- the 

volume of trees and such that were there.  It would 

have to qualify, in other words, to go from there.  So 

that's it.  Thank you. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  ATV Safety Committee is the next 

subcommittee.  Commissioner Pérez and Murphy.  Do you 

want to save this for later?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Save it for later. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Cost Recovery, that's myself and 

Commissioner Villegas.  I have nothing to report.  

Events is vacant.  150th Anniversary, I have 

nothing to report.  
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California Statewide Motorized Trail, 

Commissioner Murphy and Cabral.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  It's an agenda item. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  So we will move on.  

Eldorado National Forest Routes, Commissioner 

Slavik and Cabral.  Do you have anything to report on 

that?  I have not been involved.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  No. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Special License Plates.  Some of 

these things have been hanging on here for a while.  We 

need to move them off.  

Urban Parks Acquisition, Commissioner Villegas 

and myself are on that subcommittee, and I think there 

will be a lot of discussion on that later on in the 

agenda.  

And the last one is Law Enforcement.  

Commissioner Pérez and Commissioner Patrovsky, anything 

to report on law enforcement?  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  We covered some of it.  

And our work on the PCT has been a little bit dormant 

since summer. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  Moving on.  Is there any 

discussion on any of these comments that have been made 

by the subcommittee?  

(Electrical power outage.) 
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(Returned at 9:19 from a break starting at 9:09 a.m.) 

AGENDA ITEM IV (C) PARKS FORWARD

CHAIR SLAVIK:  If we please can get started.

MR. WISEMAN:  We have a video that our 

communication people have put together.  

I'm Ken Wiseman.  I'm the executive director of 

Parks Forward.  I've met most of you and many of the 

folks in the audience have been part of our process.  

Pleased to be here today.  

I had a video that we're going to play that is 

in kind of a draft form.  It's on YouTube.  Our 

communications people worked with Parks to get all the 

pictures.  And actually one of the first things after I 

saw this was I'd like to see a few more boats and OHV 

things in this video.  It's kind of the traditional 

parks picture, but you'll get the idea.  And it's a 

work in progress, but something we are very much trying 

to do is connect with the media and make sure we are 

relevant to the upcoming century.

As many of you know, Parks Forward came out of 

some legislation that asked that the State develop an 

independent advisory committee.  We have 12 

commissioners appointed by the Governor, Secretary of 

Resources John Laird.  We're based on an MOU between 

the Department, the Resources Agency and the Resource 
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Legacy Fund.  The Resource Legacy Fund is a group of -- 

represents a group of foundations that have come 

together to support Parks.  Foundations have been 

traditionally very involved with the parks system.  You 

may recognize Hewlett Packard, the Gordon and Betty 

Moore, the Getty Fund, the Irvine Fund, the Bechtel 

Foundation.  These are the people who are paying for 

the Parks Forward process.  

And basically what they put up as their share 

was $6 million to fund the process, to listen to Parks 

staff.  We had a group of focus groups.  We had ten 

public hearings.  Ernest went to every one of them.  

And we gathered a lot of information, which really 

helped us focus the report.  And my salary and my 

staff, we are technically loaned executives to the 

Secretary of Resources, but we're also paid for by this 

foundation.  So it was all charitable money putting 

forward this process.

Based much on what these same foundations had 

done for the last eight years on establishing the 

marine protected areas.  And I headed that effort as 

executive director, and that was very successful in 

making sure we had lots of public involvement, lots of 

transparency, but we also made decisions and got things 

done.  So that's very much what this commission is 
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about and what we want to be doing.

We started meeting last year in September.  

We're going to have what will be our seventh meeting 

now in February, February 6th, at the Railroad Museum 

in Sacramento.  And that meeting was postponed because 

we're working with the Department to make sure that we 

talk together about implementation.  Because the 

greatest thing our commission is worried about is that 

it's going to be another great report that just goes on 

the shelf.  And that's not what we want.  So our goal 

is to -- (Technology issues.) 

This meeting in Sacramento will be on 

February 6th, which is being postponed so we can work 

together with the Department because the Department 

agency has hired an internal transformation expert.  

Our coordinator is a guy who's worked for the Governor, 

retired head of the County Supervisors Association, 

used to be the chief administrative officer in Alameda 

County.  Steve Szaley is his name, very talented, 

well-respected.  He helped the Governor wind down the 

redevelopment agencies when that had to be reorganized.  

And he is going to be in charge of the transformation 

effort over the next two years to basically implement 

our recommendations and the other things that the 

Department is focused on.  
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So we'll see a lot of the Governor's -- we're 

working with the Governor on budget language.  That 

will come out in early January.  Then we will come back 

as a commission in April to talk about, okay, how does 

it look?  Do we have enough money?  Are the priorities 

in place?  Are we all really going to get significant 

things done in the next two years?  That's really our 

focus, is action in the next two years, things that 

have to be done to make this work.

We had a staff draft outline, again, reflecting 

all of the input with the working draft.  What's on our 

website at ParksForward.com is our existing plan which 

our commissioners continue to work with, continuing to 

work with the Department.  So when we put that out at 

the end of January, you're going to see something 

that's very much in sync and prioritized, and it has an 

implementation table that we think will be very 

realistic.

When you go to our website -- and things I would 

point out to you would be -- Manuel Pastor, who is a 

demographics professor at USC and a leading expert 

internationally on racial inequalities and environment 

justice, did a report on the changing demographics of 

California.  And who is the next California voter?  And 

it's a millennial, probably Latino, and one that's very 
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open to all kinds of recreational opportunities, but 

also very glued to that screen and wants to be able to 

see it and find it and understand it and have it 

explained.  So it's very much a fascinating 

presentation.  

Also, we have had our financial consultants 

which basically pointed out that the Department, which 

we knew, is in trouble from the standpoint of how you 

keep accounting of finances, which is why we had the 

troubles a couple of years ago.  

In 40 years of working in finance, I had never 

seen -- it's amazing that the superintendents are able 

to do what they do when you get a budget in October and 

November that you're supposed to get in July.  But this 

year they got them in July, and so that's fabulous.  

But the accounting is improving, but we think 

there is a lot more that can be done, and that will 

give the voting public and the public at large more 

confidence that we know what a park costs and we know 

how we're spending our money.  So that's obviously a 

very strong part of our reporting.

We had Impacts Consulting do some "Who is the 

future user," and Impacts is an international firm that 

does work for the National Football League, Disney 

Pictures.  And because they do work for the Monterey 
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Aquarium, one of our commissioners, Julie Packard, was 

able to get them to donate about a million dollars' 

worth of research on who is your customer and what is 

our brand.  

The interesting thing is we don't have a brand, 

because people don't think of it as State Parks.  They 

think of it as parks, whether it's local, regional, 

national.  And so that actually kind of excited the 

people at Impacts because they'd never seen that 

before.  They thought, wow, you have a lot of 

opportunity because you can kind of define yourself, 

you know, as this really good thing of just parks and 

open space.  

But it is how people look at it.  So, you know, 

the old question of what's your favorite state park?  

And it's usually Yosemite.  That was 150 years ago that 

was but not now.  So it's an opportunity to really look 

at how people look at parks and open space.  

And, again, they very much focus -- and this is 

a fascinating report -- on the millennials.  And I've 

got two of them at my house, 24 and 31, and these are 

the people born between 1980 and 2000.  They will 

decide the next six presidential elections.  And they 

are a group that is up for grabs because they are very 

educated, very spoiled, very used to making decisions 
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with lots of facts, very green, very unprejudiced, 

unbiased.  They may be Latino, but they don't think of 

themselves necessarily as Latinos.  They don't care 

about your sexual orientation or your religious 

orientation.  So it's a fascinating customer 

demographic, but that's our customer, parks.  

So what do they want?  We find they want 

interesting experiences outside, places they can take 

pictures with their friends and put it on Instagram.  

And so we've got to be relevant to that.  

So out of that came our Parks Cabin Project, 

which I'll talk about a little more.  One of the things 

we thought as a way to reach this new customer -- and 

we're hoping to get -- working with Kathy, we are going 

to get a cabin in an OHV camping ground, one of these 

new cool things that was designed at Cal Poly and had 

at the State Fair that really got people excited about 

you can rent that out for about $60, $70 a night and be 

in this really cool cabin in a great campground.  

That's what this millennial who maybe had never gone to 

a park before will go because that's online.  You can 

see it, and you can Google it, and it's a cool place to 

go with your friends.  That's our customer.

We also had a public funding consultant, Forward 

Observer, that talked about all of the different ways 
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you can fund this.  Senator Kehoe, who is our co-chair, 

says nothing new in there.  There are all kinds of ways 

you can do it.  It's just how you can get it done.  Is 

it a vehicle tax?  Is it a fracking tax?  Is it a 

marijuana tax, or is it all of the above?  Somehow to 

get away from General Fund and the ups and downs that 

we put the Department through.

The director of National Parks, John Jarvis, 

came out and spoke with our commission.  And John has 

had -- started as a ranger in the field and now 40 

years later heads the National Parks Service.  And he 

had said that as much as they've gone through, some 

financial things, it's nothing like what our parks have 

gone through.  They've had pretty steady funding, and 

we've put our parks system through this roller coaster 

that's just had all kinds of -- that's why we don't 

have an accounting system, we don't have the kind of IT 

that we should have.  

And we need to fix that, but that's going to 

require public funding with a source -- a steady 

source.  And it's going to require knowing what should 

it really cost to run this system.  And that's one of 

our biggest recommendations.  And the Department is 

already working on that, improving the accounting and 

also setting up a service base of saying, what does it 
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really cost to run the system?  And then that's what we 

have to raise in a fund, and that's what we have to go 

to the voters and say, it's going to cost half a 

billion dollars to run this system.  Don't do it all on 

revenue generation.  That's great, but it's not going 

to be self-sufficient.  It's going to take this much to 

run a good parks system.  

So we want to get to that number, and that's a 

lot of what is driving our commission and the 

foundations.  They were very involved in the last 

election that went so badly as far as trying to find an 

outside source of support for Parks.  In two years we'd 

like to see something on the ballot that people can 

really get around and say, yes, this is how we're going 

to fund Parks.  And that's what we're building for, is 

having something to say, yes, invest not just bond 

money but operating money so we don't have to go 

through this roller coaster of a General Fund.  Because 

there will be another roller coaster ride of General 

Fund.  That's just how it is, so we want to immunize 

Parks from that process.

So one thing we did -- and I in my professional 

career have done a lot of transformation turnaround 

work.  That's a thing I didn't think I'd get into, but 

it just ended up that way because the companies that I 
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was involved with and the companies we were acquiring 

and then when I went into my own business as a trailing 

spouse with my wife, Rebecca, who is here in the back, 

I got the opportunity to go to -- when she went on the 

Court of Appeal, I got a chance to go work for Lockheed 

and head their operations in the Central Valley and got 

to be on some of their teams where we would go out and 

do companies and do transformations and do turnarounds.  

And it always started with the staff.  If you didn't 

have the staff onboard, if you didn't understand what 

they needed, you were never going to succeed.  

So we started this process by surveying the 

staff and saying, okay, tell us -- tell us what you 

think, because that's where the answers are.  They know 

what's working and what's not.  So we built from there.  

We then went and did focus groups, seven focus 

groups with staff, both line and management, throughout 

the state and got that even more distilled.  And that's 

really the basis of our recommendation.  It's driven by 

staff.  

We did those ten public workshops, Ernest and I 

did, all over the state, and that was fascinating, too.  

We heard from all kind of parks users about what they 

wanted and didn't want.  And the biggest subjects, 

which we are not addressing in our report but which 
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Ernest and I heard the most about were motorcycles, 

mountain bikes, dogs and nude bathing.  And those were 

the four biggest subject matters, and we're really -- 

and our saying those are all unique matters unique to 

every park.  It's not something we're going to be able 

to fix in our report.  

So where nude bathing and motorcycles and dogs 

are appropriate, we need to work that out in the 

system, but those who are at -- who wanted that to be 

the basis of our report, we were going to pass on it.  

We obviously also, too, had our commissioners 

very involved.  They did a lot of working groups, are 

continuing to do that.  They're editing the last draft 

now and putting our group together.  

So we got the feedback, as I said, from the 

staff focus groups that we needed to explain the 

repercussions of low funding and the need for 

resources.  We need to emphasize more what the 

Department does well, and you'll see in our report that 

there's a call for saying maybe there are things that 

the Department shouldn't be trying to do.  They should 

focus on their core competencies and other things that 

can be done better perhaps on the outside or with a 

support group that's more nimble -- and many of it is 

not just Parks; it's the state system.
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If you want to be modern in IT in the state of 

California, it's almost impossible.  You can't move 

fast enough.  So we look and say that's a place where 

an outside entity, a support nonprofit could really 

help Parks.  Same with marketing, because again, to be 

nimble and do the kind of things that really get out 

and promote, is that something that might be better 

connected to Parks but in an outside group that could 

be very supportive and better do that task. 

Obviously, the align and modernize staffing, one 

of the biggest things is the emphasis on peace officers 

and having management more open to the entire 

workforce.  That's not discounting the important role 

of our peace officer, but the reality is because of 

funding and opportunity, management has become just 

peace officers pretty much.  

And we feel and staff feels it needs to be open 

to everybody.  And we are working with the peace 

officers and actually have a plan in front of the State 

Personnel Board now to open up classifications so we 

can diversify our management team.  Law enforcement 

where it has to be law enforcement, but also if you're 

a scientist or an accountant or a maintenance manager, 

also an opportunity to be in top management.

The transformation team, I've told you the 
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Department has started that, and we're wanting to make 

sure that they actually have the ability to make things 

happen.  The way that's set up with Steve Szaley, 

that's very much coming together.  

Partnerships is a broad term.  We heard all over 

the state that some partnerships were working well with 

Parks; other ones weren't working too well and that 

Parks is hard to do business with.  So we have to make 

Parks more user-friendly, but also partnerships aren't 

the panacea.  Some partnerships like volunteers, 

they're not free.  You really have to spend money and 

time to make them work.  

So the feedback we got from the public workshops 

was that this entity needed to be clarified so it 

didn't duplicate or compete, that it needed to be very 

transparent and that partnerships needed too switch 

away from this adversarial role and get into more 

sharing resources.  And there are lots of examples 

within our park system where we're really doing it 

well.  There's also other regional and national park 

areas where they're really doing it well.  

So we looked and said, how can we copy that?  

How can we learn from that and make the -- 

especially -- and I think the community -- and in your 

community when I hear Ted talking about working with 
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the motorcycle manufacturers and the dealers and I mean 

that's your partner and how you do that and how you 

reach out to them and how you treat them, it's like -- 

we've got communities that want to make sure that their 

park stays open.  We've got to work with them.  You 

just don't say, hey, sorry, not enough money; we're 

closing you down.  

That's a public relations nightmare, as we 

learned throughout the state.  And so those kinds of 

partnerships, theirs is a real opportunity.  And staff 

told us and the public told us one size does not fit 

all.  An OHV park is not a redwood park is not a desert 

park.  And you've got to acknowledge that you have this 

just great diversity in inventory, and you need to 

manage it accordingly.  And so that's something that we 

think is really important for the future.

As I said, our two-year plan is about 

implementation.  It's a ten-year vision, but it's two 

years of these are the things that we have to get done 

to fix this.  And, again, it's driven by we need to get 

a steady source of funding for the park system.  So we 

have to show a credible plan, credible improvement.  So 

the story is not start everything:  "You know they hid 

$30 million."  We've got to get that out of the 

dialogue.  That's old news, but the media loves it.  
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And it's really possible to show that that's not 

relevant anymore.  So we want to get there as fast as 

we can.

We have a fabulous acting director, Lisa Mangat, 

who was in the position as a resource from Finance.  

She's working very well with us, very talented, has a 

very wide range of experience.  I understand they're 

interviewing for directors, and that would be a 

challenging job, but she's acting and has been very 

supportive of our transformation team and bringing in 

Steve Szaley.  

He is in place.  He's now building a larger 

team.  It's going to be primarily internal people, but 

he wants to bring in people, superintendents and staff 

that has had experience so he can build from there and 

then probably some outside consultants as well.  That 

will be managed internally in the Department, and he's 

on a two-year contract.

The other thing we're doing -- and that's kind 

of where Parks Forward has gotten to -- is these pilot 

projects.  I talked about the cabins as one that's 

trying to be responsive where we can kind of jump start 

something exciting and try to get them out there and 

say, yes, we're doing new things, we're being relevant.  

The other thing we're working on is an 
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application so you can get on your little smart phone 

and hit Parks and immediately within whatever radius 

you pick we'll show you all of the parks that are 

available, state, national, regional and what 

activities are available.  We've got that in 

development.  We're working with Parks staff on that, 

and we hope to release that along with our report.  So, 

again, getting that excitement going about we're in the 

modern age, and it's something that those millennials 

can look at and get excited about.  So that's the kind 

of pilots.  

It's also, too, something we're trying to do in 

response to the concern that we will become another 

entity that will be difficult for Parks to deal with 

because there is some history there.  Some of the 

support and friends groups are not too friendly towards 

Parks, and that's just kind of contrary -- you know, 

you don't do things to your friends that have happened 

in the last few years with some of these groups.  

So we're very cognizant of wanting to establish 

a group that is project-focused, like the cabins or 

like the IT app, and we may have some marketing 

projects and really make sure it's serving Parks for 

what they need and doesn't want to become its own 

competing entity.  So we've heard that, and we're 
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paying attention to that.

Our final plan, as I said, will be out in 2015 

with a follow-up meeting.  Everything is in place.  The 

projects are under way.  We are moving forward.  We 

don't do neutral and reverse.  We just do forward.  

So as we're wrapping this up and going 

internally with the transformation team, I am the best 

person to get ahold of.  If you've got any questions, 

that's my cell number.  We're very excited about having 

you part of this and giving you more tools to do what 

you do best.  And I'm glad to answer any questions.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you very much, Ken.  I know 

it's been a long process for you, and I know there's 

questions here from the Commissioners.  I also will 

entertain public comment on this.  So if you have a 

green form filled out for Vicki, please do that if you 

want to make a comment about Parks Forward.  

I guess I'll lead off.  I know you're at the 

40,000-foot level on this thing, and you have to drill 

down to the reality of funding and staffing and things 

like that.  

The questions I hear from our community is where 

does OHV fit into this, and we haven't seen any real 

recognition in even the introduction that OHV is 

probably doing it pretty good, and maybe that's 
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something that we ought to -- you ought to look at as 

an example.

I wish you had been there more yesterday.  I 

think you would have seen how excited their staff is 

here about just the operation in this park alone.  I as 

a private citizen have been just amazed at the staff 

and OHV and how they're willing to work long, hard 

hours for probably the same pay.  I doubt if they get 

overtime, right?  

But it seems like we're doing something right 

here, and we would like to see some recognition of 

that, I think.  And that's -- that's a comment I think 

you're going to hear from a lot of people. 

MR. WISEMAN:  And we've had the discussion with 

our commission because we heard the same from the 

Boating folks.  It's like we're two commissions that 

kind of came in, and we got it right.  

I think the response has been, that's great, but 

let's not forget the bigger family that has not the 

funding sources and the history necessarily that you 

have and that rather than focus on that, let's talk 

about how we all go together forward.  

So it's not an effort to ignore that, but just 

rather to try to focus on going forward as a single 

organization with lots of moving parts, some who have 
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done better than others.  

But I think what I'd really like to do, Paul, is 

focus on the staff attitude and dedication.  This has 

been tough for Parks staff.  And it is a phenomenal 

group of people because they just love what they're 

doing, and you've lost a lot of good people because 

they just couldn't take it anymore, and we've really 

got to fix that.  

That's one thing that our commission is focused 

on because they've gotten connected with a lot of your 

stuff, be it line staff, management staff who will love 

it, but it's been a heavy lift because this has not 

been fun being under the spotlight and asking them to 

do more and more with less and less.  

And sometimes OHV, kind of like, gee, they got 

all of the goodies.  They got all of the money.  We 

don't want to talk about that in the sense that you're 

the favorite child, but more like let's talk about how 

we bring the whole department up with standards and 

adequate resources.  That's been the discussion back 

and forth. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I understand that.  That's why I 

invited you here, is to put all of this in front of 

this community so they get a better understanding of 

this as well.  
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Commissioners, do you have any comments?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I just wanted a little bit of 

clarification on what Paul was saying.  

So is the impression from Parks Forward that the 

Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation has a steady 

source of funding and doesn't have any needs?  What I 

want to clarify is -- because I'm under the assumption 

that our parks also needs steady funding. 

MR. WISEMAN:  It's just you have the gas tax, 

which is a different -- whether it's perceived or not, 

we understand that.  You're part of Parks.  We've got 

the same director.  The deputy director has to deal 

with the same budget process.  We've got to fix all of 

that.  

So, no, but as far as hauling off and saying, 

well, gee, look at OHV, they did really great here, I 

think the idea has been let's not hold them out and 

say, you know, gee, great, you did that, and other 

people may not even have had the opportunity to do 

that, rather talk about how do we fix that system and 

more importantly fund the system.  

And I think the OHV -- and you and I have had 

this conversation -- where it is a really popular 

park -- that demographic, that Latino/Latina millennial 

wants to be in your parks, and so we ought to be 
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marketing that and acknowledging that.  And that's 

where the opportunity and that's where the focus should 

be.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  My question -- and I just 

wanted to thank you for coming out, and it was a great 

presentation.  It's really exciting to see what you're 

doing.  

But I just wanted to return back to your comment 

where you said that the concerns they had were, I 

believe, dogs in the park, and you mentioned 

motorcycles.  What is that -- how is that a concern?  

Do people want -- is that favorable or not favorable?  

MR. WISEMAN:  You can pick either one.  When 

Ernest and I saw people, that's what they wanted to 

talk about, was mountain bikes, motorbikes, dogs or 

nude bathing.  And it was either for it or against it.  

And I think that with the exception of nude 

bathing, we're probably doing pretty well in the other 

subjects and getting everybody to consensus.  And 

actually what I was most impressed with was in your 

motorcycle community, the motorbike community and the 

dog community -- and there is a community out there -- 

are all working very much to say, okay, we get it.  How 

can we find -- we want our spot, but we want to respect 

your spot.  Whether you want your dog off leash or on 
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leash, whether you want motorized or non-motorized, 

let's work it out.  I think that's how most people came 

to us.  

But they wanted to talk to us about that and 

acknowledge it.  So our response -- and Senator Kehoe 

in our last San Diego meeting I thought did a very good 

job of:  I understand how important this is, but we're 

not able to fix that.  That will distract us from our 

bigger picture of fixing the foundation.  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  And just for your 

information, the premise behind my asking that question 

is that we as a community are, I feel like, engaging in 

a PR campaign to change the perception of what an OHV 

person is.  We want to move away from this thing in the 

past where it's the reckless person just going wherever 

they want and spewing pollution and all of that.  

There is a new reality of what OHV is, and we 

would like the greater public to see that and to know 

that and be able to work together on projects and be 

able to recreate in the same place with respecting each 

other's space.  So that's where my question is. 

MR. WISEMAN:  And Diana and I talked about this.  

I tell you, when you're marketing in two years for what 

I hope will be a successful ballot measure, let's go to 

an OHV park and show the Latino family.  That's it 
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right there.  That's the demographic.  That's who's 

using them.  That's who's appreciating them.  That's 

the new customer.  That would be the way.  

Again, that's one of the things.  We don't do 

enough promotion.  And it's hard for the Department to 

do that because of the restrictions and just you got to 

have three bids, and you got to do this and that.  And 

the first thing that goes is training and marketing 

when budgets get tight.  And that's really sad because 

those are the things that really build your 

organization and grow your organization.  We've got to 

get back on that track.  

I think the community and diversity that you 

bring and its responsibility -- you're talking about -- 

Ted and I talked a lot about this, the whole perception 

of the fuel and the environmental standards, and this 

millennial generation wants to enjoy their motorcycle, 

but they want to be responsible.  They want to make 

sure that they're following the law and they're within 

standards.

And that just sends a whole different signal 

when we've got people saying -- as we've heard saying, 

"I don't want to do it unless I can do it right."  That 

changes people's perceptions.  That's the kind of 

person -- I think celebrating safety in the park, those 
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kinds of things, this is a place where that is 

absolutely protected, respected, and then that becomes 

a positive.  That's where you want to go because, you 

know, it's going to be done right.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Ken, it's great to see you 

here.  Thank you.  I appreciate the presentation.  

It's exciting, it really is because, you know, 

what you guys are doing is something that, you know, we 

had to face a long time ago in the OHV Division, and 

that is to create a vision and find a way to have our 

recreation responsible both as far as the environment, 

but also it had to be economically responsible.  We 

couldn't just be out riding and having to have all of 

this maintenance stuff and everything done without it 

being paid for.  

And I don't think we need to be used as an 

example as far as how we do it, but I think just 

knowing that we had to come to this moment a long time 

ago of having the vision and having the conduit of 

funds to get to us.

So it's nice to see, because I use all state 

parks.  I love going to like my area Annadel, and I got 

Robert Louis Stevenson and those ones.  I'm up there 

all the time.  

And it's amazing to see the level of excitement 
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the people have just to be there, you know, the people 

that are in the park, and they also are disappointed 

with some of the services they get at this point.  

And so with that, you know, the things that 

you're talking about with the marketing and the vision 

and doing the background to see what the demographics 

are, where you're going, that's stuff that's really 

from outside of government.  That's stuff that comes 

from industry, and I'm really excited to see that 

because that's the things we don't do as well at all, 

and it's your biggest challenge.  

So if there is a way to bring that from what 

you're doing now, where you're kind of independent, to 

start introducing that into the government and however 

that may work -- because I know there's -- Commissioner 

Murphy and I were just talking about it at the break, 

about the fact we need to be able to engage the younger 

people better.  And you were talking about technology 

and a few different things to get them more involved.  

And I think that if there's a way for the whole 

State Parks program to bring that together, that we can 

be more aware of not only the responsible use but 

education-type stuff, but also when we do do 

partnerships like we do, which is different from the 

rest of the State Parks, but we do do partnerships with 
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federal lands that -- to make them aware of that also, 

so we can bring that into it.  

MR. WISEMAN:  Ted, I think your commission and 

the other commissions with Boating and Water and Parks 

and Rec have a broad array of nonprofit, corporate, 

business collaboration acumen that could really be 

helpful as we try to say, yes, Parks Department, we 

really need to do this.  Because most of our folks have 

not been trained in marketing because that's not 

something that's usually done in the government 

setting.  

So it's an opportunity to share the expertise of 

those who have done it and to say, yeah, this can 

really help you, and let's figure out how we can do 

this in a partnership way.  And that means partnering 

with nonprofits, with educational institutions, with 

your fellow parks, regional, county, national.  

And we've got examples of how some of that can 

really work fabulously, and so that's what we're trying 

to replicate.  It gets back to empowering management in 

our system, the superintendents to -- as you see here 

with the kind of connection to the community.  And then 

that's how you manage.  That's how you market.  That's 

how you really make it work.  

And our being able to empower those 
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superintendents to acknowledge that this is a unique 

place, different than Annadel or the redwoods or Anza 

Borrego, that's an important thing, too.  We've heard 

from the staff just one size does not fit all, and we 

need to be flexible and empower our management team.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  That's great to hear.  

Because this here is an example of a dual-use-type 

state park where there's lots of different uses going 

on.  I know there are other state parks like Henry Coe 

is an example of a park that was originally supposed to 

be -- it had a motorized component to it when it first 

came into being, and now to bring this subject up is 

taboo.  You're not supposed to do it, but that was the 

intended plan.  

If things can be looked at individually, each 

park, you know, like you're saying, you have different 

needs at different ones, but in my opinion Henry Coe 

would be an example of a park -- 

MR. WISEMAN:  Actually, Henry Coe is an example 

of everything should be looked at.  Look at that huge 

piece of property sitting outside of Silicon Valley in 

one of the three major metropolitan areas.  It's one 

that I think everybody looks at and says, wow, that is 

place where we should really -- most people don't know 

it's there.  And so it's really an opportunity for 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

61

multiple uses and one where just -- as we say, you've 

got three major urban areas in the state where 70 

percent of the people are, and that's where we need to 

have open space.  

I thought one of our public workshops was very 

insightful where one of the activist groups in the city 

of Los Angeles held up an eight-and-a-half-by-eleven 

piece of paper and said, "This is the average open 

space the citizen of Los Angeles has.  He said, "That's 

122 of us in a garage."  

And so we need to really start getting open 

space in these urban areas, and a place like Henry Coe 

is like you've got so close and yet so far away.  So 

that's one of things that we've been saying is find 

those kind of opportunities.  And I think that any kind 

of parks funding unit will strongly carry a component 

because that's where our legislators are, which is very 

driven by how do you get to those urban underserved 

populations, and a lot of them want to do OHV.  So 

that's part of the equation.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Well, the last thing is 

that I was planning on attending this next meeting -- 

and I'm not sure how other Commissioners, if they were 

interested also in attending the next Parks Forward 

meeting.  But I know we run into issues with having 
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public notice stuff if there is more than two of us 

there.  So I just wanted to let you know that I was 

planning on being there. 

MR. WISEMAN:  We webcast ours, so you can tune 

in on your computer if you want to.  We will be at the 

Railroad Museum February 6th, and I think, again, our 

effort is to make sure we have a coordinated effort 

with what the Department is and really lay out this 

two-year action plan.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Thank you. 

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  I just wanted to mention that 

on something like that, when you're in an outside 

conference, as many commissioners can go as they want.  

Everybody can basically go.  It's not like -- you're at 

another meeting.  You're not meeting just yourself. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you for that clarification.  

Anybody else have any comments?  

MR. WISEMAN:  I'd like to show you this.  This 

is trying to reach that millennial group.  This is our 

first cut at it, and like I said, when I looked at it I 

said, my OHV friends are going to say not enough OHV or 

boating, but I brought it anyway.  

(Viewed video.)  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Any other comments?  

I know you're going to have to leave soon; is 
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that correct?  

MR. WISEMAN:  Yes. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I would say that this Commission 

in particular -- and I know we've had these discussions 

with Boating and Waterways and State Parks -- want to 

focus on youth, underserved youth.  And you should know 

that we're talking right now -- just in the talking 

stage of a recreation summit hopefully to be held next 

year sometime, middle of the year.  

I certainly think that you should be a part of 

that summit and discussion, but it would be an 

opportunity to talk about underserved youth, which is 

the hot button issue, but also introduce all of our 

park family to each other's opportunities at the same 

time.  So we're still in the discussion stages, and 

we're going to talk about that a little bit later.  

That's why I'm introducing it now before you leave. 

MR. WISEMAN:  And it's a big focus with our 

legislators.  There will be on February 24th an 

oversight informational hearing joint, Senate and 

Assembly, to look at the Parks Forward recommendations.  

And a lot of that is driven by a desire to reach out to 

underserved and inner-city open space issues.

Cal Poly -- Michael Woo, is on our commission, 

who is the dean of the school of Cal Poly, a former 
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L.A. City councilman, is talking about convening 

something in February, March, same kind of thing.  And 

I encouraged him to have members of all of the 

commissions there and part of that.  So we can start 

that dialogue and everybody get involved, because it's 

a thing everyone can agree on.  It's how can we be most 

effective?  

And I think, again, looking towards that 

two-years-out election, if you will, how are we going 

to be relevant so that millennial community will say, 

yes, we want to invest.  We want to vote for better 

parks.  And you can see, our film is very much geared 

toward getting them into the door.  That's what we hope 

to do.  There are so many opportunities, and there's so 

much expertise on each of these commissions where we 

can work together to make that happen.  So we look 

forward to that. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I have to say that it would have 

been nice to have a snippet of a boat and a motorcycle. 

MR. WISEMAN:  If you didn't say it, Doug was 

going to say it.  When the lights went out, I thought, 

oh, I don't have to show the video.  But in full 

disclosure, I wanted to just -- like I say, it was our 

media folks who said we've got to get something on 

YouTube and great. 
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CHAIR SLAVIK:  So is that a possibility?  

MR. WISEMAN:  Absolutely. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Great. 

MR. WISEMAN:  I want to build on this. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  And in closing, from my 

perspective, that license plate initiative that went on 

the ballot a couple of years ago, it missed the mark 

totally, I think. 

MR. WISEMAN:  And I think many of the people who 

are funding our initiative were many of the major 

funders of that initiative, and they get that.  They've 

done lots of research.  They can tell you all of the 

things that went wrong, and we don't want to repeat 

again. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  And it seems to me that's 

probably the only thing that's going to save Parks is 

some kind of a funding source like OHV, like Boating 

where everybody participates.  

And what I would see is if you put your five 

bucks in, you get to go to a state park.  If you didn't 

put your five bucks in, you have to pay extra, maybe 

$50 bucks to go to the park.  I mean there's got to be 

some equitable situation.  Everybody has got to buy 

into this to save Parks.  

MR. WISEMAN:  And that's one, and some of the 
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states have that kind of a system.  What we've found 

that we're most concerned about -- and the concern is 

if we put our superintendents in this mode of let's 

generate as much revenue as you can to help the system, 

do we displace people who can't really afford it come 

to the beach, pay for the parking, enjoy the natural 

spaces.  And that's a constant concern that we hear all 

of the time, that we price this underserved community 

out. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Have you been to Disneyland 

lately?  You can't hardly get into the place every day 

of the week, and they're paying 100 bucks a person. 

MR. WISEMAN:  I understand that.  I was with a 

group of kids in San Diego who have never been to 

Disneyland, and actually many of them hadn't been to 

the beach.  They've got efforts going to say, get them 

down there.  And, again, it's a community of Somali and 

Afghani who are new citizens, underserved kids, Latino 

kids in L.A. that have never been to the beach.  

That's what we want to be aware of.  

But I look at Disneyland, too, and, wow, you 

find the resources, but that's part of the special part 

of Parks.  I grew up as a kid without very much money, 

and parks was a haven because we could always go there 

and survive.  So that's kind of been my DNA, because we 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

67

were always broke, but Parks were always there for us.  

So we don't want to lose that either.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you very much, Ken.  Good 

luck.  

(Audience applause.)  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  Moving on, agenda item, 

Administrative Items.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Aren't we going to take 

public comment before he leaves? 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I'm sorry, you're right.  

Public comment, I've got a stack right here.  I 

got too excited about elections.  

Chris Real followed by Nick Haris.  

CHRIS REAL:  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  

Chris Real.  I'd like to make a comment on the 

Commission report to specifically address Commissioner 

Cabral -- 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  This is an agenda item.  

Nick Haris.  

NICK HARIS:  Nick Haris, American Motorcyclist 

Association.  I'm glad to see the Parks Forward people 

here.  I went to the meeting in Auburn.  I was quite 

popular when I raised the OHV in Henry Coe -- not 

really.  I felt like it had to be brought up, 

especially because it's a time that we were talking 
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about money.  And I said, well, we do have a better, 

more consistent funding source over on our side of the 

ledger.  

I will say it does seem like there is still kind 

of that -- I don't know -- unwanted stepchild effect of 

OHV in some of these meetings, which is a pity.  I used 

to go to the Parks and Recreation Roundtable meetings a 

lot, and it was always kind of a similar dynamic, which 

is a pity.

But I do want to say, I think we have an 

opportunity here, obviously with all of the folks that 

are coming and talking to us, about educating not only 

ourselves and our own members but educating the public 

about non-motorized recreational opportunities within 

SVRAs.  I often point that out:  SVRAs are not 

exclusive to motorized, and that seems to be kind of 

the perception I hear more than I would expect.  

So the Henry Coe example being my favorite, but 

there's got to be other places where we can look at OHV 

opportunities, and they don't have to be motocross 

tracks, and they don't have to be single track.  They 

could be motorcycle touring.  

We see a lot of people talking about adventure 

touring now.  It's the new big thing, and frankly what 

those guys want to use and the types of terrain they 
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like is not a hardcore racer kind of stuff.  It's very 

much gravel roads and maybe one step above that in 

difficulty.

The other thing I want to mention, because we 

are working with these other folks, is the sunset.  We 

need to all start thinking more about the sunset.  I 

think with the audience that the Parks Forward staff 

have and the nonagency and nongovernmental employee 

role they can provide, I think we need to make sure 

that message, that OHV is looking at the sunset -- we 

need to have some advocacy on everybody's part to see 

that we're renewed.  Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  

Dave Pickett followed by Randy Jordan.  

DAVE PICKETT:  Good morning, Commissioners.  

Dave Pickett, District 36, Motorcycle Sports Committee.  

Thank you, Ken, for coming here and doing this 

presentation.  

Paul, you noticed the same thing I did in that 

video about a lack of OHV.  

But I am a little concerned about the sharing of 

the resources comments that were made.  We're talking 

general funded agencies and special funded agencies and 

commingling of funds.  I have great concern about that.  

History has shown us we've had some difficulties there, 
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and the balance sheet that the State still owes this 

Division is very huge.

The program that we have here is over 40 years 

old, and it's just amazing to me that some are viewing 

this like a new revelation, which is not true.  The 

access to youth and their interest in OHV is well-known 

among the user community in the motorized community but 

not in the non-motorized community.  

That's kind of what I wanted to throw out, that 

I'm very, very concerned about this combined resources 

process that is being discussed.  Thank you.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Randy Jordan. 

RANDY JORDAN:  Good morning.  I also -- we have 

a talk on the safety thing a little bit later on, but I 

didn't think I would have enough time to cover both.  

Diana, thank you for bringing the conversation 

up.  I think it's a huge thing.  You mentioned you 

don't take your kid to Magic Mountain.  Neither do I.  

I don't go there.  I don't think -- 

ED WALDHEIM:  This it Parks Forward. 

RANDY JORDAN:  I apologize.  I thought this was 

open public comment.  

JOHN STEWART:  Good morning, Commission.  John 

Stewart, California Association of Four-Wheel Drive 

Clubs.  
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I appreciate the comments and presentation by 

the Parks Forward people.  I will challenge them on a 

couple of items.  I think it's important to have 

demographics and look at what the demographics is.  I 

agree with their perception or their interpretation 

that the millennials are the driving force for the 

future.  

And that's where I kind of take a little bit of 

exception and a little bit of difference to some of the 

direction that the Parks wants.  The statement was made 

that the millennials want to be in parks.  I would 

offer up, no, they don't really want to be in parks 

only.  They want a recreation opportunity.  They are 

spontaneous.  They look for fun.  They look to have 

fun, and they will invest in whatever opportunity to 

have fun strikes them at the moment.  They are not cut 

and set and dried into a particular mold.  Again, they 

are spontaneous.  They look for the varying 

opportunities.

To the millennials, the idea of a park is 

anywhere where they can go out and enjoy whatever 

recreation opportunity strikes them at the moment.  We 

live in a time when school grounds are being fenced off 

and off limits from the public.  Where can young 

parents take their children for an opportunity to play 
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with them?  They have to go to a park or someplace 

where they have a little bit of freedom.  Where can 

they go with their dog and children?  They have to go 

to a place where they have that freedom.  And it's not 

necessarily just a park that they're looking for.

So as Parks Forward moves forward into the 

future, I would challenge them to rather than look at 

past items and the past perceptions, to begin looking 

at trends for the future and looking at what people 

really want and providing opportunities and providing a 

flexibility to change and manage.  And it is not just 

with state lands or county lands or local lands in the 

local, regional and state parks, but it's anywhere on 

public lands where there is a recreation opportunity 

that the residents of the state of California choose to 

enjoy their form of recreation.  Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Ed Waldheim followed by Don 

Amador.  

ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim, CORVA, Friends of 

Jawbone, Friends of El Mirage and the California Trail 

Users Coalition.  Ken, thank you for sticking around 

and listening to the public comments.  

We forget our institutional memory.  1960s the 

State Parks and the government started collecting fees 

and trying to run our program.  In the '70s, we said 
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enough is enough.  We in '82 came up with -- '81, we 

came up with our own program.  In '82, we came up with 

the OHV Division and the Commission because we were not 

getting the services.  We were not taking advantage of 

what we had and what we wanted to do as recreationists 

out on the public lands.  Remember that our recreation, 

yes, we are motorized.  We want totally multiple-use, 

multiple.  Ours is the access to our public lands.  

That is what we are about, access to public lands.  

Everyone in this room, I don't care if you're a 

hiker, you're a fisherman, if you're a mountain 

climber, you will go off the trail to get to your 

trailhead.  You've become an off-roader, period, 

everybody, the soccer moms, everybody.  Even you, Erin, 

didn't realize that you were an off-roader.  

So having said that, I have tried very hard to 

work with the Parks people.  Mr. Murphy, sitting in 

this room, Ed, I want to borrow $9 million from you 

guys.  I said, yes, but you've got to put in something 

to get funding.  Put one dollar on your license place.  

They wouldn't do it.  So they come up with this 

ridiculous $15, and the public said, go fish.  They 

didn't agree with that.  

But, Paul, you were right on the mark.  There 

are funding that the State Parks can do -- it's very 
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simple, Ken, very simple -- is put a dollar or two 

dollars on every license plate so that everybody 

equally can share and do not charge this exorbitant 

price that the parks are starting to charge to the 

people coming in or the concessionaires.  You're 

milking the concessionaires, and they can't make a 

living.  So that is one of our big problems that we 

have to do.  

Some examples need to taken from OHV.  There is 

no OHV program -- no program better than the OHV 

program.  There is none, period.  Why?  We are not only 

OHV parks in State Parks.  Out of the 280 parks, we 

have eight that are OHV.  That is not what we're 

totally about.  

Our Grants and Cooperative Agreement, millions 

of acres of opportunities on the federal and the Forest 

Service and the BLM lands.  Those representatives are 

the biggest partners we have.  80 percent of our 

opportunity is on the federal lands, not on State Parks 

lands, 1.6 million acres.  Ridgecrest as 1.9 million 

acres.  

The whole State Parks system, you add them all 

together, it's only 1.6 million acres.  So let's not 

forget our partners.  They're the most important 

partners that we have, the Forest Service and the 
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Bureau of Land Management.  And we as an OHV Division 

are partners with them and take advantage of the lands 

that they have for us to utilize.  

That's what Parks Forward does not even take 

into consideration.  And even the Commission to a 

certain degree or the Division, I keep hitting them 

over the head:  Don't forget the federal lands.  The 

Grants and Cooperative Agreement is the most important 

element that you have in your program.  Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.  I don't know if I'm 

getting mixed up.  Is election of the officers next?  I 

believe so. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  That would be next on 

the agenda.  You're right.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Maybe we can move through this 

relatively quickly.  

ED WALDHEIM:  You forgot Don Amador that you 

called.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I forgot what?  I thought I 

called him.  

Don Amador, are you here?  All right.

AGENDA ITEM V (A) ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS, ELECTION OF 

OFFICERS FOR 2015

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So we have election of officers.  

Chair and the co-chair are both up for reelection.  
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That election goes to the first of next year.  It ends 

January of this year and goes through January of next 

year.  

I'm going to call for nominations for the chair 

first.  And we need to do that at this point.  So I'm 

calling for nomination for the chair.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I'd like to nominate Ted 

Cabral for the chair. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Anybody second that?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'll second that.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Any other nominations?  

Nominations are closed.  Can we have a raise of hands, 

all in favor of Ted Cabral for the chair?

(Simultaneous voice vote by Commissioners.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  That was easy.  

Next is nominations for co-chair.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  For the record, can we 

get a quick count of how many hands that was, real 

quick for the record?  Thank you.  

THE CLERK:  Six. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Seven. 

THE CLERK:  Seven.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  After the first of the 

year, every vote we have to specifically say who voted 

and all of that.  We're just kind of training ourselves 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

77

for that.  Kathryn said we did good.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  We have a second chance here for 

the co-chair.  Nominations are open for co-chair -- I'm 

sorry, vice chair.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'd like to continue as the 

vice chair.  I did it for one year.  It goes by fairly 

quickly, and I'd like to see if I could continue with 

that.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  I'd like to nominate 

Diana Pérez.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I'll second. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All in favor?

(Simultaneous voice vote by Commissioners.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Unanimous. 

All right.  That was quick.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Please make the 

official announcement who's going to be chair and who's 

going to be vice chair just for the record. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  The official announcement is Ted 

Cabral is going to be the chair of the Commission 

starting January 1st, and Diana Pérez will continue as 

co-chair starting January 1st -- vice chair.

AGENDA ITEM V (B) ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS, REVIEW OF 

COMMISSION COMMITTEES AND MEMBERSHIPS

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.  Commission dates for 
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2015.  We have a list of dates.  We'll put them up on 

the screen. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  You might have skipped 

ahead.  I think you were going to do a review of the 

committees, and that's for the benefit of the new 

Commission members. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  This is the point where we want 

to decide whether we want to keep the committees or 

not.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  And also just for the 

benefit of Eric and Erin if they wanted to join any of 

them. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So everybody has a list of 

committees in front of them.  So I guess at the first 

point, we want to say which one of these committees we 

want to maybe do away with.  There's a couple of them 

that have not been active for some time.  

Going down the list, Private Property Interface.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I think that the Private 

Property Interface could be combined with the Law 

Enforcement side one because that's typically what we 

run into, there's people encroaching on private 

property. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Good point.  Anybody agree with 

that?  
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COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I'll second that. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Is that a motion, I guess?  Do we 

have a motion to combine those two?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  You don't really need a motion 

for those.  It's administrative actions. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  So everybody agrees that 

we could combine Law Enforcement and Private Property 

Interface.

The next one is Education.  Currently 

Commissioner Pérez and Commissioner Murphy are on that.  

Do you want to continue on that?  Does anybody else 

have a driving need to get on one of those 

subcommittees?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'd like to continue.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I would like to continue, 

but I'd also suggest maybe we add to the title of that 

education and outreach. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I like that.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  As necessary, public 

officials, user groups.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Is it noted then that the 

Education Subcommittee is to include outreach?  

BLM Liaison, Commissioners Cabral and Patrovsky 

are on that.  Do you want to continue on that?  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  I'm happy.
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COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I'd like to continue. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  Forest Service Liaison, 

Commissioner Cabral is on that.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I'd like to continue.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Does anybody else?  We have 

another opening for a commissioner.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'd like to participate in 

that. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  The Clear Creek Management 

Area Subcommittee.  Erin, I know these are probably 

subjects that you're not familiar with.  Some of these 

are big issues.  This Clear Creek Management Area is a 

huge issue.  It involves EPA and stuff like that.  That 

kind of is in your bailiwick, isn't it, environmental?  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Yes.  But that one 

already has two.  There are a couple of other ones I'm 

interested in.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I would be willing to give 

you my slot if you're interested.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I was going to join 

Ted on the Red Sticker.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  You can do more than one.  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Are you sure?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  We're not trying to force you 

into something here.  It is a complicated, big-picture 
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kind of issue, and it would require probably some 

on-the-ground observations.  There's been a lot of 

studies done, and I think you might find it 

interesting.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I think I'll stick 

to the ones I have.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So we'll continue with Pérez and 

Cabral.

The Red Sticker.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  So I would like to 

add myself to that one.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Actually, I would like to 

rename that if we could.  I'd like that to be the Air 

Resources or California Air Resources Board liaison or 

something along those lines. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Red Sticker is pretty general.  

So make a motion?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  You can just change that, 

CARB Liaison. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  That's noted.  

Cost Recovery, I don't remember why I'm on that.  

I guess I got all wound up about it, but I simply don't 

have the time to deal with that.  And geographically 

both of us are probably too far away to deal with the 

Forest Service.  Anybody?  
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COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'll throw my hat in for 

that one. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So, Eric, I'm going to remove 

myself from that.  Teresa Villegas isn't here.  Maybe 

we can leave her on.  If you're not here, you get voted 

on.  

Events. 

THE CLERK:  What about ATV Safety?  You skipped 

that one. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Did I miss that?  ATV Safety 

committee -- I'm sorry.  ATV Safety, which is a 

subcommittee.  And what I'd like to do is have you 

folks participate in a discussion at the staff level 

with people that are involved in that.  

So the ASI, Tom Yager in particular -- what's 

the lady's name?  Amber is not here -- oh, she's here.  

It's been a long time, Amber.  Sorry.  So we talk about 

having that subcommittee meet in Sacramento and 

basically get an understanding of all of the issues 

surrounding that ATV safety from the very beginning, 

Tom, Tom Yager, has a lot of that history.  We need to 

somehow gather that stuff so we have that institutional 

history.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Sure, we can arrange 

that, set that up.  
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CHAIR SLAVIK:  And then beyond that, the ATV 

Safety Committee, how do we fit that in with the 

subcommittee?  Legislatively, do we have one 

commissioner on the ATV Safety Committee?  Can we have 

two?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  My understanding is 

it's set up for one.  We can investigate that and see 

if that allows for more than that.  My understanding, 

there is one commissioner, myself, a representative 

from CHP, DMV. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So between the subcommittee, you 

folks can decide if it's one who you want to attend 

that meeting, and it will be held in Sacramento.  

So we're going to continue with Pérez and Murphy 

on the ATV Safety Subcommittee, which we could turn out 

to be an ATV Safety Committee.  Lots of stuff here.  

Events is vacant.  Do we feel like we need to 

keep that?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Paul, I wanted to see if 

possibly you and I would like to collaborate for the 

NOHVCC conference coming up next year. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  We're calling that an event?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Well, it is an event, but 

do we want to have it under this, the Events Committee, 

or do we want to do it under its own separate 
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committee?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  It can be Events/NOHVCC.  Does 

that sound all right?  

Do we want to talk about the NOHVCC here 

real quickly because dates are coming up next, the 

calendar.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Why don't we talk about 

the dates when it comes up on the calendar part of it, 

and then maybe we can have that be an agenda item in 

the near future?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.  

150th Anniversary is pretty much gone at this 

point.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  You did a good job.  

Thanks.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  California State Motorized Trail, 

Commissioner Murphy and Cabral have both been on that.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I'd like to stay on it.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  If anybody has a desire to 

take that, I would be... 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Eric, are you interested in that 

at all?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Sure, why not?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So Murphy is off, and Cabral is 

still on and Eric.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

85

Eldorado National Forest, that's pretty much 

history at this point, that route designation process, 

so we'll delete that.

Special OHV License Plate, we'll give that to 

Ken Wiseman.  I think that's past history.  That was 

being pushed by an individual commissioner.

Urban Parks and Acquisitions, I personally would 

like to stay on that.  One of those is kind of in my 

backyard and Teresa's, is kind of in her backyard.  In 

fact, both of the new acquisitions are close to us.

And Law Enforcement has been incorporated into 

private property, right?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Yes. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So there was -- who's getting off 

that Law Enforcement/Private Property?  How did we work 

that out?  The Private Property Interface and Law 

Enforcement, we're combining the two subjects.  Pérez 

and Patrovsky.  

Any discussion on the subcommittees?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I have a proposal for a 

new subcommittee.  So we have our Fuel Tax Study, which 

is required by recent state law, and I'd like to 

suggest that we form a subcommittee to work with staff, 

including Caltrans and the Department of Energy staff, 

to monitor that and report back to the Commission as 
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needed.  I'd like to volunteer myself.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'd like to sit on that. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I also -- we're talking about 

long-term funding here, right?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Yes. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  And we're talking about the 

sunset, as well, tied into this?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  It could turn into that.  

But for this particular discussion, it's really related 

to the Fuel Tax Study because it's a complex issue.  So 

it could obviously turn into a bigger subject at a 

later date.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  We need to be on top of 

that.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Honestly, I think the 

sunset of the program is going to be a much bigger 

issue than just the fuel tax portion of it, so that 

could require a subcommittee of itself. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I would also like to 

participate in that committee, the gas tax. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  The Fuel Tax.  

Diana, you were saying you would like to be on 

it as well.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  No, I'm supporting Eric's 
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proposal.  You're proposing this, and I'm agreeing with 

you.  I'm seconding your proposal. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So Erin and Eric, the two Es, are 

on the Fuel Tax Study Subcommittee.

And then we talked about the sunset.  Do we need 

a subcommittee to kind of keep an eye on this as it 

develops, the vision for the sunset?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Actually, I would like to 

get a little direction from the Deputy Director on 

this. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  It would be very 

helpful.  I think, Paul, you're right.  

Looking at the current Fuel Tax Study and how 

that's being done will be very informative to deciding 

what we want to do in the future on the sunset.  I 

think we have some hard decisions, and we have a lot of 

big looks.  We have to take a look at what the funding 

strategy is going to be because just pure technology 

and economics are meaning that that fuel tax is 

diminishing as people use less gas and as we see oil 

prices fall and several other factors.  

We have to be smart about it and make sure that 

we still fund the parks in the right way.  We don't 

want to -- we've got a compelling discussion here about 

what's happening to the General Fund parks.  We don't 
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want to be in the same boat here pretty soon.  

So I would say it could either be an offshoot of 

that same subcommittee -- that could kind of throw the 

ball out further and think about what this is going to 

look like in the future.  Quite honestly, the results 

of the current Fuel Tax Study will come out in 2016, 

which is about a year prior to when we'll have to 

figure out the 2018 discussion, because the legislation 

is going to have to be written in 2017.  

So they're going to fold into each other one way 

or the other, so we can either make that statement now 

that it's going to be look at the Fuel Tax Study and 

future funding schemes, or you can develop a second 

subcommittee, but I think they're going to be working 

together.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I would like to ask the 

legal counsel on if we have two separate committees 

there with the Fuel Tax and Sunset Committee, if they 

would be able to -- they couldn't collaborate until we 

were in a meeting?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  No.  So if you want to do that, 

you need to set up a standing committee, which would 

have to be noticed, and then it would enable you to do 

that.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I think we should make 
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those to be the Fuel Tax and Sunset Committee. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  I might just add that it's 

closer than it feels, because December 31, 2017, is 

when the program shuts down.  So we think of 2018, 

we'll do that in 2018, that's too late.  We're very 

close to our sunset.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Everybody in agreement with that?  

Good, good discussion.  So that's a combined 

subcommittee.  Because in reality, yeah, you can't 

talk -- the two subcommittees can't talk to one 

another.  It's all going to be tied together.

How are we doing for time here?  We will take a 

break.  We will come back from the break at eleven 

o'clock, please.  And we'll start with public comment 

on non-agenda items.  

(Returned at 10:54 from a break starting at 10:47 a.m.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  If we can get started again.  We 

have a lot of work to do, and we want to get on the 

road here at some reasonable time tonight.  Everybody 

is driving.  Everybody is driving.

AGENDA ITEM (2)(b) PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR NON-AGENDA 

ITEMS

CHAIR SLAVIK:  The next item on the agenda is 

the selection of dates for the upcoming here.  I would 

like to maybe open --
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COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Eleven o'clock public 

comment.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Oh, eleven o'clock comment.  

Okay, switching gears.  

Public comment on non-agenda items.  That's the 

blue piece of paper.  If anybody has not done that, 

please do that.  

And I am going to Debbie Peterson, followed by 

Diane Strachan.  

DEBBIE PETERSON:  Hello, Chair and Commission 

Members.  Thank you for your service.  It is a very 

important commission.

I am the former mayor of Grover Beach, and I sat 

on a committee to build the hotel and conference center 

that you heard about yesterday, and I heard some 

comment there and some questions there that caused me 

to think perhaps I should speak up on this.

Since 1982, the County of San Luis Obispo has 

had in their general plan a commitment to create 

staging areas for equestrians and off-highway vehicles.  

And unfortunately many of the places that we've looked 

at have been either under the Coastal Commission's 

purview and they won't allow us to do that usually 

because of ESHA, or in some cases they've been 

extremely -- simply it's just been very, very difficult 
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to find somewhere that we could do that.

And I think the other side of it is that the 

political will hasn't been there.  Now that we have our 

hotel and conference center going in, we had some 

trouble with the Coastal Commission because they wanted 

us to put the equestrian staging area in the parking 

lot of the hotel and then have the equestrians just 

trot across Grand Avenue when it's supposed to be very 

busy with hotel traffic and all kinds of other traffic.  

So we have tried for quite some time to work 

with the County to find a place to put the equestrians.  

So far we have not been successful.  And I wanted to 

suggest that we perhaps return to -- or now you all 

return to the Coastal Commission.  We have a new 

Commissioner in Eric at the -- on the Pismo Beach City 

Council, and we also perhaps would have an opportunity 

to take it back to the commission and argue that we 

should have a staging area in our right of way, in our 

Grand Avenue right of way over where we have the 

restrooms.  

So I just wanted to put that there, and perhaps 

in the design of the parking lot or in the design of 

the whole conference center, we can be aware that it 

would be fun for folks to be able to not necessarily 

ride their horses up to the hotel but certainly their 
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OHVs.  It is an OHV park, so I just wanted to add that 

and ask that you give some additional pressure for 

those two things.  Thank you.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  Diane Strachan 

followed by Dave Pickett.  

DIANE STRACHAN:  Hi, thank you very much.  I'm 

here just really to appreciate in a solid way the work 

that the Oceano Dunes State Park is doing with the 

Stewardship Travel Program.  And my name is Diane.  I'm 

the director of the brand-new Stewardship Travel 

Program for San Luis Obispo County unincorporated 

areas, so it's the business improvement district.  All 

of the small towns in the community have got together, 

and we have launched a program that invites visitors to 

come and participate in a real solid way in 

volunteering in the State Parks and with all of our 

partners.  

We have Dena Bellman in the back.  She's been 

very instrumental.  She's on a board that we work on, 

and I just really wanted to appreciate that it's 

working.  And you'll see in your handout that I 

provided that we're meeting some of the same kind of 

challenges that you do meet also, Commissioners, in 

blending a lot of different uses on public lands and 

private lands.  
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And one of the things you can see how we've 

written this up here, San Luis Obispo County has 

proclaimed February Coastal Discovery and Stewardship 

Month for residents and visitors.  And you can see 

under play here, we have kayak, windsurf, paddle board, 

kite board and jump into a Hummer or ATV on the beach.  

So we're blending all of the uses, and we're 

educating people.  The Off-Road Vehicle Cleanup in this 

county is the largest cleanup, and they really have 

done a great job.  So I'm just here to really 

appreciate that publicly and thanks for all of the 

great work you guys do.  

Any questions at all?  So I can talk on for 

hours now?  Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  Dave Pickett followed 

by John Stewart.

DAVE PICKETT:  I'm going to pass.  

JOHN STEWART:  Good morning, Commissioners.  

John Stewart with the California Association of 

Four-Wheel Drive Clubs.  

They say that change is the only thing that is 

constant.  And in the world of OHV recreation, we're in 

the midst of change and change in the way that people 

perceive what their recreation opportunity is.  

Fifteen, 20 years ago and even now -- and I'm 
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not denigrating the importance of the OHV parks, but 

15, 20 years ago, the move was to go to more intensive 

adrenalin rush within an OHV park experience.  

What we're finding today is a lot of that 

attitude is changing as people want more of a dispersed 

opportunity.  This is not reducing the importance of 

the SVRAs and the OHV areas within the federal lands, 

but this now looks at how land management planning is 

done through the state and federal agencies, and this 

is where a lot of the ideas are of planning are rooted 

in old thoughts and philosophies and are not taking 

into account the changes in the upcoming demographics 

and the way people want to now look at the dispersed 

opportunities, touring opportunities and the adventure 

opportunities, whether it be on a motorcycle or 

four-wheel drive.  

And these old attitudes are well-represented by 

a comment recently from a district ranger in the Hume 

Lake Ranger District who told an OHV club, well, take 

your OHV -- your four-wheel drive somewhere else.  We 

have no OHV opportunity here, and yet this completely 

overshadows what the people wanted.  

And I encourage the Commission and the State 

Parks, along with the Forest Service and BLM partners 

here, is let's start looking towards the future and 
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planning on a recreation opportunity that is not bound 

by the precepts of putting people and cramming people 

into an OHV area.  Let's look at what is good for the 

people and provide them with the opportunity they want.  

If we do not look and provide for an opportunity 

that will meet the people's needs, I know that they 

will go out and create their own and maybe not where 

it's desirable.  Thank you. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  

Randy Jordan followed by Ed Waldheim.  

RANDY JORDAN:  I represent Sun Buggy Fun 

Rentals, and we are one of the vendors on the beach.  

And as the gentleman said earlier, the vendors are all 

getting milked.  I'm content with the service we 

provide and being paid the amount we do.  We've always 

been the largest percentage contributing and now we're 

the largest, period, contributing to the Parks 

Department fund of the fees generated from our 

services.  

What I'm here to talk to you about is 

Christopher Meadows.  Christopher Meadows was a 

paramedic volunteer who lost his life at the dunes.  Up 

until two weeks ago, we were doing charity rides for 

Christopher Meadows, and people would contribute 

anywhere between five and $100 to the Christopher 
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Meadows Fund to go for a ride in the tram.  

Out in the parking lot there is the tram.  And 

two weeks ago, we were sent a letter that we can no 

longer do those rides.  And Tim Meadows, Christopher's 

father's, greatest fear is that his son will be 

forgotten.  

So what I basically want to see, as we 

contribute more than 100 percent of the funds we 

generate to the Christopher Meadows Foundation, is 

there some way we can reinstitute those rides?  I did 

get a response from Parks, but it's very difficult to 

interpret what it means.  

I did an application for a special permit, and I 

really need to understand.  Is this something the OHV 

Commission and the Parks Department doesn't want to be 

associated with, or, you know, can we continue doing 

rides for the benefit of the Christopher Meadows Funds?  

That's what I'm here talking about.  

So I gave you all of the information.  I would 

greatly appreciate a response with regard to this.  At 

this juncture we have people showing up on a weekly 

basis who did the ride a year ago and contributed $5 

for the fund, and we have to tell them, no, they can't 

go.  It doesn't shed a good light on either of us.  So 

if you would please let me know.
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CHAIR SLAVIK:  Yes, thank you.  

ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim, CORVA and all of the 

Friends groups.  

On your table I put a calendar that's from J's 

Maid, my janitorial company.  Please shop at Home Depot 

because they're paying nice wages and we're not cheap.  

I've got to give credit where credit is due.  

I gave you the maps.  The maps are the ones that 

we put out.  They're fantastic.  Remember, it's mostly 

green on the map, there is no OHV opportunity to take 

care of that.  I told Phil, Doug, show him how it 

works.  

This weekend has been an incredible weekend.  

With the Thanksgiving, we had more people out there 

than ever before, and it was fantastic.  And here is 

the coverage that we got in the paper in the California 

desert.  So Vicki can pass it out so you guys can look 

at it before I tear it all apart.

I want to thank Dan Canfield publicly for the 

incredible job he did at Baldy Mesa.  And, Ed Fields, 

he'll agree with me, he took a volatile situation that 

could have been really, really bad.  We had Steve from 

the San Bernardino County Sheriffs there just waiting 

to jump and see what happened.  We had some rowdy 

people.  But, Dan, if you're in here, he did an 
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incredible job, and I want to give you a hand for doing 

it.  

(Audience applause.)  

ED WALDHEIM:  Ted, I take my hat off to you on 

the Commission report, fantastic.  The way you're 

getting involved and going out there reminds me of the 

days that I used to go to every single place that we 

had an OHV grant.  Every one I visited with staff, and 

I'm really, really proud of you, fantastic.  

Erin, welcome to the thing and really get 

involved.  It's the most exciting program you can 

possibly ever get involved with.  It is really, really 

fun to get involved with.

Grants, grants is coming up in January, 

January 12 and 13.  Erin, please, please, tell your 

boss to let you go to the 15th and 16th up in 

Sacramento, go to the grants.  It is key you go to the 

grants, because everything happens on the Forest 

Service and BLM land.  Yes, SVRAs are important, but 

there's nothing more important than the Grants and 

Cooperative Agreement, because that's where 80 percent 

of our visitors go to.  

80 percent of our visitors go to federal lands, 

not OHV SVRAs.  Please remember it.  And people have a 

hard time with me saying that, but it is key that you 
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get involved with the Grants Program because that's 

where the rubber meets the road.  And that's the most 

exciting part of the whole program, where we have an 

influence on the federal agencies.  What we do, we 

assist them, we've become partners with them in the 

program, and that's a fantastic, fantastic sight.

And the other thing, part of the study, the 

study that you're going to come up on, I would like you 

please to figure out the demographics.  Where are we 

going to visit?  Where are we visiting?  Are we going 

to Hungry Valley?  No, 48 percent of the visitors in 

Jawbone come from Los Angeles County.  Same goes for 

El Mirage and the Barstow BLM office.  Then the 

counties follow in their areas, in San Bernardino 

County, Orange County.  

It's mind boggling when you see 30,000 people 

coming, and 48 percent of them coming from Los Angeles 

County, and poor Los Angeles County is trying like 

crazy to get their own area.  But keep it up.  You have 

the most incredible program there is.  Thank you.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Don Amador followed by Chris 

Real.  

DON AMADOR:  Don Amador with the Blue Ribbon 

Coalition.  I do want to say how much we've missed Ed's 

presentation over the last few Commission meetings, so 
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I'm glad to see him back coming to these.  

The last Commission meeting in Tahoe, there was 

a presentation by a patrol ranger from Sierra Pacific 

Industries, and they were having some trespass issues 

up in the Chico area.  

So after that meeting, I scheduled a tour with 

John Blachley, the patrol officer for SPI, and we 

toured about 15 miles of checkerboard lands that's SPI 

land and Forest Service and came to the conclusion that 

just simply installing gates wasn't a very effective 

management tool.  There was not hardly any signing that 

was alerting the public to respect private property and 

that there were other riding areas further up the hill 

on the Forest Service land.

Good news is coming back from that we met with 

SPI leadership in Chico, and they're interested in 

working on a partnership with State Parks, Blue Ribbon 

and I've talked with Lori at Tread Lightly!.  And over 

the next year, we're going to try to come up with a 

test case management strategy to deal with the trespass 

issues up there.  So we're going to deal with that.

Commissioner Cabral brought up the snowmobile 

sound issue.  I was up at the Sonora meeting, and it 

was a topic that came up there.  I believe, just like 

it was with the OHV sound law we came up with in 2003, 
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probably the single most proactive thing that this 

Commission and program has ever done to reduce user 

conflict.  The snowmobile user groups, they need to 

come up with a sound standard.  There is one.  And 

Chris Real has worked on it, that has been adopted in 

about five other states, New York, Colorado and a few 

others, that is a field test like we do with OHVs.  

And it's mainly meant to address those folks 

that illegally modify their snowmobiles.  Because they 

do come from the factory very quiet, just like off-road 

motorcycles.  Sometimes people will drill out the 

baffles and put on a race muffler and then go out on 

public lands.  

It's very important that we make sure that we 

have a state sound standard that as we get ready for 

the reauthorization of the program, which really starts 

probably in January and February, we need to get a 

working group up and come up with a sound standard for 

the reauthorization of the program.

Some good news, with Forest Service Travel 

Management, one of the things that I've been doing is 

trying to get the counties to understand they have a 

role in travel management, particularly in the rural 

areas on some of their county dirt roads.  

About a month ago, Del Norte County designated 
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about 100 miles of their dirt county roads in Smith 

River Recreation Areas as non-highways.  So now people 

will be able to unload their ATV or side-by-side or 

Green Sticker motorcycle and then actually be able to 

hook up all of the Forest Service roads and trails that 

right now are sort of disjointed.  You can't really 

hook them up.  So now counties are playing a role, and 

I think they have an important role in Travel 

Management.  That's some good news.  

And not to forget, we talked about Henry Coe, 

maybe looking at some motorized opportunity.  I can't 

leave the podium without talking about Tolowa Dunes up 

on the North Coast -- 3.5 minutes.  Thank you very 

much.  Tolowa Dunes.  Thank you.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  Chris Real followed 

by Dr. Foreman.  

CHRIS REAL:  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  

Chris Real, an individual.  I'd like to make a public 

comment pertaining to the vastly diverse OHV noise 

challenge.  The OHV Division has a program for 

educating officers as well as civilians on taking 

measurements for noise control.  It's proven to be very 

effective both from a law enforcement perspective as 

well as from a civilian perspective.  Many of the user 

groups are very, very active in taking the sound 
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measurements.  And I know that there's a desire to 

expand that with volunteer activities to various forms 

of OHV, including snowmobiles and the growing dual 

sport or adventure bike market, and in the training and 

literature that goes forward regionally, even noise 

control on the waterways is discussed.  

So I believe that we are -- have made a lot of 

progress in the ten years, and a lot of that is from 

the participation of the Division and working with user 

groups.  So the noise -- the challenge from the 

snowmobiles, now we have some snow, is probably going 

to be a topic, and the noise challenge from the ROVs, 

the side-by-side, ATVs is going to be a challenge.  

And the equipment that is already in use, has 

been in use for years, is suitable for that.  So the 

capital investment and expenditures is probably fairly 

minimal.  And the discussion on the OHV demographic 

change, as directed its -- we're looking at all of the 

evolutionary sound sources, and we have made some 

pretty significant progress.  So it's not all bad news.  

Sometimes there is good news in there.  

So thank you very much.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  Dr. Foreman.  

LARRY FOREMAN:  First off, I'd like to really 

thank all of the Commissioners and all of the people 
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here coming to this open forum.  I appreciate the 

opportunity to tell you about my passion.  

Again, my name Dr. Larry Foreman.  I'm a local 

emergency physician.  I've been in Arroyo Grande 

Hospital, the closest hospital to the Oceano Dunes, 

been there since June of 1986, so a number of years.  

One of the things that I'm really concerned 

about and I request is you lower my business.  It 

sounds a little strange, but I really do.  I want you 

as the Commissioners who have the ability to decrease 

the number of children that I see with ATV injuries.  

Now, what I'd like to do here is I'm going to 

read a real brief letter I sent to Senator Maldonado, 

and it's concerning this, and it's dated December 19th, 

2007, almost seven years ago.  It says:  

"I write to request you author 

legislation to protect our children 

from severe injuries and death from 

ATV injuries.  As a local emergency 

physician, I've seen far too many 

children come into the emergency room 

seeking care for serious injuries 

they receive while riding ATVs.  I, 

along with the California Chapter of 

the American College of Emergency 
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Physicians, want to pass legislation 

to help prevent these serious 

injuries.  

"Number one, from my local 

research, I've determined that 80 to 

100 children each year for the last 

four years have suffered serious 

injuries while at the Oceano Dunes 

State OHV Park.  

"Currently, and even now, there 

is no law concerning minimum age of 

or maximum size of ATVs used in 

California.  

"Free ATV safety courses 

provided by the ATV Safety Institute, 

sponsored by the ATV manufacturers, 

are currently available in 

California.  

"This same organization has 

recommendations concerning age and 

appropriate size of ATVs.  

"I propose these safety courses 

become mandatory for children under 

16 years of age to ensure these 

children have the ability and the 
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education to handle these machines, 

which are not toys.  

"Please contact me."  

I have my phone numbers, everything on here, 

cell phone, everything, and they're still the same.

I have to say, I think that the park rangers 

here locally, they're doing a great job.  There's 

been -- legislation since then has been enacted that's 

really helped.  Parents have been held accountable.  I 

think that's fantastic.  

But there's still work to be done.  Again, I 

want my business reduced.  So I look to you to help me 

with two really, really important things.  

Number one, I really feel there should be a 

minimum age.  I think -- there are many states already 

that have a minimum age.  

Number two, I think this ATV safety course is 

absolutely, absolutely spectacular.  It's only four 

hours long, but it gives great, great information.  And 

even I think of as a little kid to have like a little 

driver's license, I think it would really be of great 

benefit, because that's how they learn.  

So I know I'm over my time, but I can tell you 

as recently as last Sunday, I had another 

eight-year-old kid, child, girl with rib fractures from 
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an ATV accident.  It's still continuing.  It's much, 

much better.  It really is better.  But, again, lower 

my business further.  I would be so appreciative.  

Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.  I open this for 

discussion on any of the comments that we've heard.  I 

said I'm opening this up for discussion on any comments 

we've heard as a commission.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I'd like to address the 

last gentleman, Dr. Foreman.

I agree with you on the ATV safety.  My family 

has had a motorcycle, ATV dealership for many years.  

And when we sell a vehicle -- when they sell a vehicle 

now, I'm not involved with it anymore -- but along with 

that, there are requirements we have to do to sell the 

vehicles.  We've got to go over age restrictions and 

everything that goes with it.  We offer safety courses 

to the consumer.  

The other thing that would happen is there was 

the potential of having a secret buyer coming in the 

store.  So if there was an attempt by the salesperson 

to sell a vehicle to the wrong age, that would be 

something that we could get in a lot of trouble for and 

get fined.  Actually, if you had enough instances, you 

can lose your right to sell that manufacturer's 
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product.  

Now with that, I think it was an effective 

program.  But the one thing I've come to conclude over 

my period of time in the business is there's no way to 

legislate bad parenting.  And, unfortunately, there's a 

lot of people out there that just don't understand that 

they're putting a motor vehicle under their child, and 

it's not a toy.  

And I think this is something, a subject that we 

need to look at further.  And I think -- I've been a 

proponent in the past of doing something along the 

lines of the -- in California to use a gun, you have to 

pass the hunter safety program.  I think coming up with 

some type of a program moving forward would be in all 

of our best interests.  So that's what I have to say 

about it.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  First of all, I want to thank 

Dr. Foreman for taking time out of his busy schedule to 

come in and inform us about kids that he's seen in his 

hospital.  

You know, bad parenting, I work in education.  I 

see a lot of it, but I think that the point in the 

discussion that I want to continue to have once we get 

to this agenda item is that we can hold parents and our 

State Parks accountable to ensuring that kids are 
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taking a course that will help them.  

And how do I know this?  Because I was an ATV 

instructor, and I know the benefit.  I concur with 

Dr. Foreman.  It is actually an excellent class.  It is 

primarily hands-on.  It is not multi-lecture, which 

might bore a lot of kids.  They get to ride.  

So when I hear the argument it's a long class 

and parents are not going to want to do it, kid are not 

going to do it -- I went through numerous classes where 

parents and kids enjoyed the course and actually got a 

lot out of it.  And I think that the value of the 

class -- because, yeah, folks might come to our park, 

and maybe they only have a couple of hours.  But if 

they have a child, they should spend those few hours in 

a course, in a class, because that class is going to 

teach them how to ride responsibly.  

I mean this is long-term effects, not just let 

me show you in five to ten minutes how to press the gas 

and apply the brakes, because that's what's happening 

right now.  It's five to ten minutes of whatever 

teaching, and then you're out the door and a video that 

just basically tells you, don't ruin this bike or we'll 

fine you.  

I don't think that what's currently happening is 

enough to ensure that long term we're teaching kids how 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

110

to be responsible riders.  And a four-hour course over 

the lifetime of a child I think is a great investment, 

and in particular when it's free -- offered free by the 

ATV Safety Institute.  

Anyways, I have more to way about that, but 

thank you, Dr. Foreman, for coming here. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Any other comments?  

I think everybody on this Commission and, in 

fact, all of the State Parks staff are very concerned 

about this issue.  Child safety is -- I'm a grandparent 

of ten grandchildren.  I understand that completely.  

But I do understand also the reality of the 

situation is that these kids can go through one of 

these classes.  They can spend four hours, and they can 

still get hurt.  That's a reality out there.  

Also, I guess there's -- I have a comment that 

some of the numbers I heard Dr. Foreman speak of didn't 

correlate with your numbers, Superintendent Marshall.  

Can you maybe address that situation a little 

bit or shall we wait?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  You need to wait. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  We need to wait.  Okay.  

Because we need to get to the bottom of this, 

and one of the suggestions has been made that we 

reconvene the ATV Safety Committee.  I don't think you 
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were here at the beginning of the program this morning, 

Doctor.  

So we talked about reconvening the ATV Safety 

Committee especially to address this issue.  There's 

also a subcommittee on safety that is comprised of 

Diana and Kevin, and they're going to look into this.  

They're going to be talking with people that are 

involved with ATV safety on a national scale, so we're 

going to get to the bottom of this.  

But I think we all need to understand that no 

matter what we do, somebody is going to get hurt 

eventually.  It's just -- it's a dangerous sport, and 

that's part of the draw of the sport.  You know, kids 

want to go out.  They want to do things.  They want to 

jump off of cliffs if they could.  I have a grandchild, 

they caught him the other day.  He was on the top of 

the roof of the school with his skateboard, you know, 

Superman.

So please understand that we're all very 

concerned about this, and we hope we can resolve this 

problem in the near future.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'm sorry, Commissioner 

Chair -- Paul.  I have to say something because I don't 

think that that's the point.  

People get in car accidents all the time, and 
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they get a driver's license.  I mean I think the point 

that I'm trying to make is that this provides training 

so that you can ride responsibly, and it is similar to 

a driver's license, and I do support that.  

Are they going to get hurt, yes, with or without 

it.  But the point is that we're shifting that 

responsibility to that parent that said I took my child 

to a safety course.  And if they get hurt, well, they 

took them to a safety course.  They learned what they 

needed to learn, and that's what we're not doing.  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Yeah, I agree with 

Diana.  I think we need to do everything we can to make 

it safer for the kids.  And safety, of course, is one 

way to -- you're never going to totally eliminate 

accidents.  Downhill skiing, people get hurt.  Kids and 

adults will continue to be get hurt on ATVs and 

motorcycles, but that's part of the risk.  We need to 

do everything we can to lower that risk.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I hope nobody misunderstood me.  

I was an ATV safety instructor.  I was a motorcycle 

instructor, and I was at Honda when all of this evolved 

from three-wheelers on up.  I fully understand the 

situation that we're involved in.  It's very complex, 

and it really boils down to the individual parent 

control of the situation in the case of a child.  
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So if there's no other discussion, we'll move on 

to another agenda item.

AGENDA ITEM V (C) ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS, SELECTION OF 

DATES FOR 2015 COMMISSION MEETINGS

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Dates.  I'd like to open this up 

for discussion, these dates that have been proposed at 

the last meeting, if they're acceptable, with a couple 

of caveats.  

There's the NOHVCC conference that's coming up 

in October, and there's a date here, October 22nd.  

Does that correlate, Ted, with that conference's 

protected dates -- 

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  At this point, they have 

not set their dates. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Are they waiting for us?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  They basically requested 

something --  a time frame of the end of October to 

possibly the first week of November.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  How flexible are we with these 

dates once this meeting is over with?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We can make adjustments 

as long as the board approves it.  Obviously, the 

desire would be to do it at a meeting prior to the next 

one.  We can make adjustments to the date.  

I would recommend the October date.  It already 
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is an end of October date, so use that possibly as a 

placeholder.  If it all works out, it's the same date 

NOHVCC picks.  If not, we can always slide it a little 

bit. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Any discussion on that?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Is this to agree upon the 

dates that are set on our page here?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Yes.  If you have any discussion 

right now about anything other than what we have here.  

There were a couple of other things I wanted to 

bring up.  One of them is the Friday versus Saturday 

meeting times.  We have gone -- we used to do Friday 

and Saturday, and we went to the Thursday and Friday 

format for a lot of reasons, a lot of good reasoning.  

And I understand initially we wanted to go to 

Saturdays so the public would be more involved.  Turns 

out the public wasn't that involved, and a lot of our 

partners, Forest Service, BLM, et cetera, were having 

to take extra time off or however they work it to 

attend these meetings on Saturdays.  It was difficult 

for them to get there.  And then if we had a tour, that 

even added more difficulty on their part.  

So I would propose we stick with the 

Thursday/Friday meeting schedule throughout the year, 

unless something comes up that specifically, you know, 
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we need to change the date.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I would agree.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I would agree also.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So we could strike the Friday -- 

do we strike the Saturday off these dates, off the 

schedule?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  And that's good.  

And then the only other thing, Mr. Chair, is we 

gave you, I believe, six dates.  You only need four.  

So if you want to go through, that might be a good 

determination.  

I'll add one more little bit to that.  For the 

first meeting, our preference from staff would be that 

you go with the March date as the first meeting.  The 

rationale there is with the East Kern acquisition 

coming online, that would be an opportunity to get down 

there around the March time frame, do the meeting 

there, and do your naming requirement. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Right, I concur.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Is there any way we could 

move that meeting a week ahead?  Does anyone have a 

problem with that?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  What would those dates 

be?  Vicki, do you have a calendar?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  11, 12, 13. 
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CHAIR SLAVIK:  Talking about the 12th, 13th.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Travel on the 11th. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Ernest, do you happen 

to know if that conflicts with your meeting date?  

STATE PARKS COMMISSIONER CHUNG:  No, it won't. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I don't see a reason 

why not.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  12 and 13th of March. 

This might be a good time as we go through this, 

Ernest and Doug and Chris and I have been talking about 

this recreation summit, okay.  This would be an 

additional meeting date, and I want to bring this to 

the Commission, because I haven't really talked to 

you -- I can't talk to all of you folks.  We're at a 

public meeting now.  This is the time to do it.  

So there is a proposal -- there's been a 

discussion about doing a recreation summit, bringing 

all of the commissions together, probably in 

Sacramento, and really kind of showcase Parks and 

Recreation and OHV and Boating and Waterways and even 

State Historic Resources Commission, all in one place 

for the legislators, for the public and for us to get 

to know each other's, you know, variables, all of the 

different situations that we're involved in.  

I have been privileged to go to these meetings 
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at Boating and Waterways and State Parks, and I see a 

whole different thing.  You know, they have different 

issues, and it's enlightening from just an educational 

standpoint to see how different people run those shows, 

essentially.

Ernest or Doug, would you like to chime in on 

this a little bit?  

STATE PARKS COMMISSIONER CHUNG:  Certainly, I 

think it's a great opportunity for us to work more 

closely together.  

We also talked about the possibility of focusing 

on how best to serve urban youth as a key topic for 

this summit and with the possibility of also not only 

having staff at our commission making presentations and 

discussions but also inviting outside interested 

parties or experts to come and make presentations at 

that particular summit.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  June was the proposed time frame, 

sometime in June, just the middle of the year; is that 

correct, Ernest?  

STATE PARKS COMMISSIONER CHUNG:  That is one 

proposal that's going forward in discussion. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Doug?  

B&W COMMISSIONER METZ:  Yes, I heartily concur 

with, A, the concept of getting together all of our 
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commissioners, getting to know each other, building the 

sense of family in Parks, which is well underway.  And, 

again, I give credit to our Chairman Chung for starting 

us along this path.  I do think I agree with Chairman 

Chung that we should have a specific focus, and I think 

urban youth recreational opportunities is the way we 

should go.

I think the date also should be set not only in 

accord with and consistent with respective commission 

calendars, but also if there are other statewide 

meetings that are focusing on serving underserved youth 

in the state. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think at this point 

we would probably be premature with the date.  The 

important thing I think to emphasize, and this is for 

the record and also for the public, this would have to 

be an additional meeting.  So you have four statutory 

meetings that need to be done to take care of OHV 

business.  

The purpose of the summit would be primarily an 

informational-type meeting where you would not be 

voting on issues or anything.  It would not be an 

agendized meeting.  You would actually just be in the 

summit and get briefs and all that.  It would be a 
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chance to discuss things, but there would not be any 

agenda items that the OHV Commission or the other 

commissions would be voting on.  But it would be an 

extra date.  So it would be something going on in 

addition to the four meetings you do every year.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I'd just like to get a 

little bit of clarification then.  So what we're 

looking at here, these dates are relatively firm, but 

they can be moved under certain circumstances so that 

the NOHVCC conference is an example of something we can 

deal with.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Right.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  And also, you and I had a 

conversation briefly of the possibility, since we do 

only need four meetings, if we have like weather issues 

or something like this December meeting could be 

something that's just not... 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We can use it as a 

placeholder or something like that.  

But for right now, what we're looking for for 

the Commission right now is four dates that we need.  

That will be the four statutory Commission meetings.  

As the Chair said, there's a possibility there could be 

a summit sometime.  That would not count as one of your 

four meetings.  And as you mentioned, Commissioner 
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Cabral, there is a possibility we could hold a date out 

as sort of an extra weather date, but we need right now 

four dates.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  So what I was thinking was 

to give you guys five dates and then give you something 

to work with. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Up to the Chair and what up guys 

want to agree to do.  But we only have to do four 

meetings.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  So what I was looking to 

do was to make a motion to have these dates set from 

the March 12th and 13th, April 30th and May 1st, 

September 24th and 25th, October 22nd and 23rd, and 

possibly December 3rd and 4th. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  As an alternative, is that the 

motion?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Yes, the December would be 

an alternative meeting. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Anybody second that motion?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Is there any way we can 

move the April meeting forward a week?

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  That's opening day, man.  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  To the 23rd and 24th?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Does that conflict with 

anything else?  
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Public Lands 

Roundtable, Ridgecrest. 

Are we not conflicted with Parks and Recreation 

Commission?  

STATE PARKS COMMISSIONER CHUNG:  Chris, I do not 

have April dates.  The April dates are still being 

firmed up.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Commissioner Metz, I 

don't have our dates for D&B in front of me.  We have 

to balance it off of that. 

THE CLERK:  They didn't initially. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  So that date should 

have been open.

STATE PARKS COMMISSIONER CHUNG:  We do have some 

tentative April dates set up, but it's being finalized. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  So you lock 

yours in first, I guess you make the decision.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Does that work?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I'm retired.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  23, 24?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Please.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So that's April 23, 24.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Chairman Slavik, just to 

point out a couple of things.  I understand everybody 

has got their schedules and trying to work this all 
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out, but we have to look at how much time is in between 

our meetings because we start compressing them together 

and then we don't have a lot of time to do anything in 

between our meetings.  So like, for example, the 

April meeting, if we move it back, it just is that much 

less time that we have to do work between the meetings.  

If we move it forward, I don't know if that works for 

Commissioner Murphy or not, but perhaps in May discuss 

some other dates.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  We get into vacation periods.  

When is Easter in this April time frame?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  April 5th.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I think the Thursday and 

Friday of May 7th and 8th, since we're not doing the 

Saturday, Mother's Day is not quite as big of a 

conflict on Sunday, so everybody can get home in time.  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  7th and 8th, I can do 

that. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  How about the ladies here?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  We celebrate early Mother's 

Day.  But what dates were you suggesting again in May?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  May 7th and 8th.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Yes, that will be fine.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  So I'd like to amend my 

motion then to looking at -- instead of the April 30th 
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and May 1, would be May 7th and 8th. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I'll second it.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'll second it.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Vote?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Before we vote, when we 

look at the September and October, we have kind of a 

similar problem where we're only a month apart.  So I 

don't know if it makes sense to hold those three dates 

and make the September date possibly the disposable 

date, depending on the NOHVCC conference. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  If we're trying to get 

more dispersion, you probably want to make the 

October date the one you move, right?  Because then 

that way we're not -- 

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Right.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  So we can do that, we 

certainly can.  I mean, again, NOHVCC is a moving 

target.  You have to see what they wind up taking.  

There is some discussion it might move into the 

beginning of November.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  So I think if we held to 

all five dates as they are now, then we can adjust 

those last three. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Yes, I would agree.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Can we for a moment -- can 
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we go back to the May.  My job is 24 hours a day, and I 

can't be gone half the week and then the weekend and 

walk in Sunday morning for Mother's Day, I'm sorry.  

It's not going to work.  Is there another -- can we do 

maybe the 28 and 29th of May?  How about the 21st and 

22nd?  That's Memorial Day weekend, is that a problem?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Usually, if that's what it is.  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  The 24th is the Memorial Day 

weekend. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  That would be difficult. 

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  So you can go to that next 

weekend. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  28th and 29th is not 

Memorial Day weekend this year.  So is that a 

possibility?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Yeah, that works.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  No. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  A family wedding. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Erin has a family wedding on that 

weekend. 

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  Are you leaving on a Thursday 

or Friday?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Have the meeting in 

San Francisco.  Can we come to the wedding?  
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COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  So we need to get some 

traction here. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  We're flexible at the later 

dates, right?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We're flexible on later 

dates, yeah.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  May 28th, 29th. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I would pick the lesser 

evil, sometime in there the April, May time frame, or 

if you want to go into June.  But you need to have 

something in that time frame, April, May, June.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  June, we get into school 

vacations.  We traditionally have not tried to do 

anything during the summer.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Can I ask a question of 

staff about the Hangtown weekend?  I know the 

Commission at one point had a meeting around that 

weekend, and I don't know if that was a huge imposition 

on staff or if that's possible that we could do it that 

weekend?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  What weekend is that?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  It's the 14th and 15th. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Quite honestly, the 

tour became Hangtown.  So it really was not all that 

much of an imposition on us because we just kind of 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

126

rolled into it.  I believe we did the Commission 

meeting first, and then we did the tour the next day on 

Saturday.  We're there anyway for Hangtown, so that's 

really not -- if you're going to do something like 

that, that actually does not work out bad for us.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Okay.  We in the middle of 

the general plan process for Prairie City, so that 

might be a good opportunity to go look at that from a 

different angle. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Does that work better?  

So that would be a Friday meeting most likely and then 

a Saturday Hangtown event. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Sure, the dates again?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Would be the 15th and 16th 

of May. 

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I have my brother's 

college graduation that weekend.  I was good with the 

dates that we had.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Are you traveling on 

Friday?  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  It's on the East 

Coast.  I actually was looking back, and the wedding is 

on that Sunday, the 31st.  So we could try and do the 

last weekend of May. 

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  28th and 29th.
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COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  And if it's in 

Southern California, that would be even better. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Well, you have to talk 

to the new chair.  Okay.  28th and 29th going once, 

twice.  Okay.  Who wants to make that motion, and we 

can make this official?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Motion to adopt the calendar.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  So my final redo on this, 

so I'm going to amend it, and we're going to be looking 

at May 28th and 29th. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Let's do the whole.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Let's go back through the 

dates.  So we're looking at March 12th and 13th.  Then 

we're doing the May 28th and 29th, September 24th and 

25th, October 22nd and 23rd and December 3rd and 4th 

with the understanding that the October date is a 

floating target at this point with the NOHVCC 

conference.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'll second that. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All in favor.

(Simultaneous voice vote by Commissioners.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Motion passes unanimously.

Did you get the lunch situation sorted out?  

OHMVR STAFF BERNADAS:  If there is anybody that 

wants to order food that's going to eat here, come see 
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me.  I'm taking care of it.  All of the preorders have 

been turned in. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  How hard is our 

lunchtime?  How much notice do they need?  Ten minutes?  

I might suggest if you want to hit the DRECP quickly 

and then you'll be up-to-date on your morning agenda.  

ED WALDHEIM:  Can't do that.  Banis is coming at 

one o'clock. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  I would suggest 

lunch.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So we might as well do lunch now.  

It's close enough.  We will convene here at one 

o'clock, please.  

Hold on a second, Chairman Chung would like to 

address us.  

STATE PARKS COMMISSIONER CHUNG:  Well, first of 

all, I want to thank everyone, again, for inviting Doug 

and I to your meeting.  I really appreciate it, and I 

enjoyed it enormously.  

I also want to take this opportunity to extend 

an invitation to all of the Commissioners of this 

Commission to come to any of our meetings.  And I 

certainly want Paul to continue that, as well as your 

new Chair, but really all of your Commission.  And we 

will make sure that Vicki and Chris and Phil will have 
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all of our information, and you're welcome any time.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  And safe journey home 

to both of you. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Two more items real 

quick.  

First off, when you started this off, we didn't 

get a chance to recognize.  We have Kathy Weatherman 

here, great.  Congratulations.  She's been selected and 

is now the district superintendent for the new San 

Andreas District.  

(Audience applause.)  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  And Kathy comes to us 

from having been the district superintendent from 

Tehachapi.  She knows the desert.  She's got a great 

reputation, and she's been very impressive.  

Second, Chief would like to make a quick 

announcement. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  A lot of you have been working 

in the program probably knew Jeff Herman.  He worked 

Oceano Dunes here for many, many years.  He was my 

mentor when I first became a supervisor, taught me how 

to do that, and later worked for us in the Division, a 

lot of the Kern County initial work for the Bakersfield 

project that didn't go and the Onyx acquisition that 

now is going.  He died last week of a brain tumor, so 
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it looks like they're going to set a memorial service 

sometime in the spring.  So if anybody is interested in 

knowing when that is or sending anything, a note or 

something, to his wife, Kim, just let myself or Vicki 

know. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  I wonder if it's 

possible if the Commission would like to write a letter 

of condolence to the family.  

CHIEF JENKINS:  That would be fantastic because 

he made amazing contributions to the program.  He 

mentored a lot of people.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I will offer to do that, and I'll 

work with you on that. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  That would be great.  Thank you. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you all.  

And let's break for lunch and be back here at 

one o'clock. 

(Returned at 1:04 from a break starting at 11:50 a.m.)

AGENDA ITEM VI (A) - BUSINESS ITEMS - Proposal to draft 

a letter commenting on the Draft DRECP and EIR/EIS 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  The next item on the agenda is 

the DRECP, Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan, 

the 800-pound gorilla that's in the desert.  And Connie 

Latham is here to tell us all about it. 

STATE PARKS MS. LATHAM:  Good afternoon, 
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Commissioners, the deputy director is not here, so 

Chief Jenkins, staff and public.  My name is Connie 

Latham.  I'm the DRECP and the Renewable Energy Team 

coordinator for State Parks.  I've been asked to 

provide you with an update on the status of the DRECP 

to help support your discussion on whether to provide 

comments on the DRECP public draft or not.

On behalf of the staff at Ocotillo Wells State 

Vehicular Rec Area and the deputy director, I will also 

be providing you with an overview regarding some 

changes that will take place within Ocotillo Wells SVRA 

as a result of the DRECP BLM LUPA, the Land Use Plan 

Amendment.

And also with me today -- thank you for 

postponing this until after lunch -- is Randy Banis.  

Randy is the DRECP stakeholder representative for CORVA 

as well as the chair for the Ridgecrest Public Lands 

Roundtable.  Randy will be providing you some early 

thoughts on the DRECP from the perspective of the OHV 

leadership community.  So thank you, Randy, for being 

here.  He was actually tied up because there was an 

accident on his way.  That's why we couldn't do this 

before, so thank you. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Hopefully the accident is cleared 

up.
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STATE PARKS MS. LATHAM:  So to start off, the 

DRECP public draft was released September 26th -- oh, 

that's the wrong year, though.  It was released this 

year, not next year.  Originally, it had a 106-day 

comment period that would have ended in January, but it 

was extended 45 days to now the end of February, the 

23rd there, which is great.  

As you all know, it was a 12,000-page document, 

lots to get through, lots of technical terms.  So the 

extension was very beneficial not just to stakeholders 

and to the public but even to cooperating agencies.

There were 11 public meetings held in October 

and November on the DRECP all throughout the desert 

area, as well as one of those meetings was held in 

Sacramento.  And I know there is a large group of folks 

here in the audience, OHV leadership, that attended 

those meetings, so you'll probably get some direct 

feedback on how those went.  

The DRECP website has not changed.  Anything 

about the DRECP you can find at DRECP.org.  There is 

online information webinars.  And in the packets I kind 

of gave you there, one is a booklet of the executive 

summary.  Inside that it talks about the extension of 

the comment period as well as information on two 

upcoming webinars that will be taking place next week.  
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I recommend folks attend.  Also, everything I gave the 

Commissioners, I will have a public desk copy on the 

back table when I'm done.

There are two upcoming new informational 

webinars coming up.  Also the presentations they gave 

during those 11 public meetings are also posted online, 

great 30-minute presentation.  I highly recommend if 

you haven't seen that or did not attend that meeting, 

that you certainly get online and look at that.  Also 

there are numerous talking points and FAQ documents 

available on that website, as well as I've mentioned 

before, there is a link to a database where you can get 

all of the map layers that you want.

As a quick overview, as a reminder, there are 

four signatory, Renewable Energy Action Team agencies 

that developed the DRECP:  The California Energy 

Commission, the Bureau of Land Management, Department 

of Fish and Wildlife, California, and the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, along with numerous other cooperating 

agencies in which California State Parks is one of 

those cooperating agencies.  National Park Service 

would be one, the Department of Defense and Office of 

State Lands and so forth.  

Also, to remind you, DRECP is a long-term 

framework utility-scale renewable energy and 
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conservation plan.  It does not provide or allow for 

site-specific or project-specific approval.  

DRECP has three elements.  We'll be talking 

quite a bit about one of those today.  One is the BLM 

Land Use Plan Amendments, the LUPAs as I'll refer to 

that from this point.  The Department of Fish and 

Wildlife national community conservation plan and with 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, a general 

conservation plan, which is basically an umbrella 

habitat.

There are six alternatives associated with the 

DRECP, five action alternatives in which one of them is 

the preferred alternative, and then the no-action 

alternative.  I can go through those.  

The preferred alternative would have 

approximately two million acres of development focused 

areas.  And I will also note, as you look through some 

of the maps in the document, they use the term "design 

focus areas."  That's an unintentional error.  The 

recreation designation on over 3.6 million acres of BLM 

managed lands -- and, excuse me, I have to look at my 

notes because -- what we mean by those recreation 

designation are the Special Rec Management Areas, the 

extensive recreation management areas and open OHV 

areas.  
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Just to give you a brief overview of the 

difference between them, Alternative 1 would be the 

lowest resource conflict alternative.  Alternative 2 

would be the one that provides for increased siting and 

technology flexibility for industry.  Alternative 3 

would have moderate development.  And Alternative 3 and 

4 kind of mimic Alternative 1 and 2, but they add a 

varying land component to them for the most part.  So 

Alternative 3, moderate development.  And then 

Alternative 4 would be maximum geographic and 

technology flexibility, exceeds even Alternative 2 

amounts.  And then no action, that would basically be 

your status quo, permitting continues on a case-by-case 

basis.  It could be all over those 22.5 million acres 

within the desert area.

I've added this table just as a reference.  It 

provides a comparison of the alternatives, the DFA as I 

just mentioned, the conservation, including those lands 

within the Land Use Plan Amendment, and also the 

acreage associated with the Special Rec Management 

Areas, the SRMAs, and the ERMAs as well as the open 

OHV.  Those are primarily down at the bottom.  We're 

going to be talking about those more -- in a little bit 

more here in a minute. 

OHV STAFF PEREZ:  Connie, can you identify for 
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the record what those acronyms mean?  

STATE PARKS MS. LATHAM:  Yes.  The Special Rec 

Management Area is the S-R-M-A, SRMA.  The Extensive 

Recreation Management Area is the ERMA, E-R-M-A, and 

open OHV.  So very quick overview, very quick.  

As I mentioned earlier, you're going to see some 

changes within the boundary of the Ocotillo Wells SVRA, 

and I just wanted to bring those to your attention.  

One, the BLM will be there proposing a new 

Special Recreation Management Area, a SRMA, within 

Ocotillo Wells SVRA, and it will be known as the 

Ocotillo Wells East SRMA.  It gets confusing.  I have 

some maps and visuals in just a moment.

Also, within Ocotillo Wells is the Truckhaven 

Geothermal Leasing Area, TGLA, which also adds another 

layer of complexity.  The TGLA is approximately 14,700 

acres, and currently the northern part of that TGLA, 

the upper -- and, again, I'll have a map for you -- 

there is an existing lease area there.

All action alternatives have DFA -- a DFA, 

Development Focus Area, proposed within the Ocotillo 

Wells East Special Recreation Management Area, that new 

established recreation management area.  This is 

basically the one exception to the rule across the 

board with BLM, and the reason being is there are 
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already existing leases there.  This is kind of 

ongoing, so they're keeping with that pattern with an 

exception.  Under the -- and also, as I say, all of the 

DFA acres would fall within that Truckhaven Geothermal 

Leasing Area.  Under the preferred alternative, it 

would state that there would be no surface occupancy 

per renewable energy development.  The development 

there would be geothermal.  So they would directionally 

drill them, in essence.  

However, under Alternative 2, where it allows 

for more flexibility for industry on siting, it would 

allow for surface occupancy within those Development 

Focus Areas.

This map is the map of Ocotillo Wells SVRA as 

used in their current General Plan process.  The park 

staff helped me put these maps together.  I just wanted 

to give you a visual aid here.  Brown is the State 

Parks.  Purple is the BLM sections within the park.

What the map doesn't show is the Arroyo Salado 

OHV area, which would be in the bottom center part of 

this map on the BLM sections.  

This map shows that Truckhaven Geothermal Lease 

Area, the TGLA that I mentioned, at 14,732 or so acres, 

so within that rectangle there.  Those green sections 

for the most part, with a couple of exceptions, make up 
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the lease area.  Now, the top plus up there that you 

see, Sections 6, 8, 12 and 18, these four, are the 

current lease area.  It has a lease established there.  

And one more map here for you:  This map is a 

map of the boundary of the proposed Special Recreation 

Management Area for BLM.  So this is within Ocotillo 

Wells, and this line here would be the SRMA.  So the 

purple sections here denote all of the Development 

Focus Area primarily within that Truckhaven -- or all 

within that Truckhaven Geothermal Lease Area.  And the 

blue and the green denote the park's parklands.  We'll 

be putting in comments that they need to correct the 

map colors on this, but it was unintentional error I 

believe.  

So you can see there is a significant amount of 

DFA, again, under the proposed Alt -- you know, surface 

occupancy.  But under Alt 2, a component of that was 

amended or brought over to the preferred Alt in the 

Record of Decision.  It could have some impacts on the 

park.  And the park staff are concerned about that.

Go back a couple of slides, you can see there 

are numerous routes that go through those BLM sections.  

I wanted to make sure I brought those to your 

attention.

This map just shows that 10,000-foot view 
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literally of Ocotillo Wells, and Borrego is to your far 

left, and it shows the DFA within the park as well as 

some proposed transmission lines.  So we'll be taking a 

look at those proposals, what those mean to the park in 

the future.

I'll come back at the end of the presentation, 

but I'm going to hand this off now to Randy who's going 

to talk about some of the early-on thoughts from an OHV 

stakeholder perspective.

RANDY BANIS:  Thank you, Connie.  Commissioners, 

Phil, good see you.  Thanks for having me today, and 

thanks for accommodating my long journey this morning; 

pleasure to be here.  

I sat on the DRECP Stakeholder Committee as one 

of two representatives of OHV recreation, and we met 

for a period of about two years on a monthly basis 

watching this plan evolve chapter by chapter and 

thought by thought.  And there was a time when the 

process goes dark and the plan has to be written.  

So when the document was released in October, we 

had our big task in front of us of making sure that 

everything that we talked about in the stakeholder 

process, all of the assurances that we sought, to see 

if those were actually met.  And what I'd like to talk 

to you today about is how that actually panned out.  
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First of all, one of the things that recreation 

was concerned about, as well as many members of the 

public, was they didn't want to see the public lands 

littered with renewable energy projects in the places 

that people recreate.  Solitude, view sheds and being 

in the great outdoors are very important values for 

people to recreate in the desert.  

And I want to report that most of this plan -- 

or most of the development-focused areas in this plan 

are slated for private property.  78 percent of the 

Develop Focus Area will be on private property.  Now, 

that's not good news to some of the folks in Lucerne 

Valley or Imperial Valley who happen to live right 

smack dead in the middle of ground zero.  And obviously 

everyone is concerned about our friends and neighbors 

who live in the desert.  

But at the same time the converse of this is 

only about 20 percent of the development focused lands 

are actually on public lands in the desert.  And much 

of those public lands that are in the Development Focus 

Areas were previously identified as being suitable for 

solar development through the Federal Solar 

Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement, the Solar 

PEIS of two years ago.  So there is not a lot of new 

public lands that have been identified for renewable, 
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and I think that's good news for recreation.

Number two, when we're looking at the 

development, the actual development footprint, the 

thing that people look at the most is that, oh, my God, 

there's going to be two million acres of renewable 

energy projects on the ground.  No, that's not true.  

In the preferred alternative, two billion acres 

is designated as Development Focus Area, but actually 

approximately 177,000 acres will be the actual 

footprint.  And it's done that way in order to provide 

the industry with some flexibility with regard to 

siting so that they can put their projects on the 

places that will be more efficient for their projects.  

So that also includes transition, that 177,000 acres, 

so it's a little bit of a smaller footprint.  

So if we look at extrapolating numbers, one 

could say that only approximately 20 percent of that 

177,000 might be on public lands.  That's not entirely 

true.  It is possible that all 177,000 developed acres 

could be on private.  It is possible that all 177,000 

could be on public, but really not.  Those are the two 

extremes.  It's going to be something in the middle.

So I think that's something important to keep an 

eye out when you look at these maps and you look at all 

those pink blobs of Development Focus Areas and try to 
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assess the impacts on recreation. 

The action alternatives, all of the action 

alternatives, propose what is called Special Recreation 

Management Areas, S-R-M-A, SRMAs.  These are BLM 

designations that allow the BLM to plan and focus 

primarily on recreation.  

And at this time there are really only two 

Special Recreation Management Areas in the California 

desert or the planning area.  And so this would expand 

the Special Recreation Management Area program to about 

2.5 million acres in the preferred alternative.  

That includes overlays for the OHV open areas to 

provide additional protection for the OHV open areas.  

It also includes some long-term visitor areas.  Those 

are the places in the desert where the snowbirds spend 

the whole winter.  Those would be protected as Special 

Recreation Management Areas.  There's an interpretive 

center tossed in as a Special Recreation Management 

Area, and over on Ivanpah Dry Lake we have a wind 

sailing Special Recreation Management Area.  So it's 

not all about OHV Special Recreation Management Areas.  

It's about recreation.

The preferred alternative also proposes eight 

Extended Recreation Management Areas, or ERMAs.  That's 

a lower threshold of protection.  There is still some 
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emphasis on management for recreation, but not to the 

level of a Special Recreation Management Area which 

would actually have a plan.  

The ERMAs that are being proposed are only in 

the preferred alternative, and they're only in the BLM 

Needles Field Office Area.  Now, I'm going to show you 

a map in a minute -- actually, I'm going to show you a 

map that will show you some of these.  

I mention that there were only two existing 

Special Recreation Management Area.  That's Imperial 

Sand Dunes and Alabama Hills way up by Lone Pine, but 

it doesn't mean that lands have not been managed by the 

BLM for recreation.  In fact, they do currently manage 

1.4 million acres as what's called managed for 

recreation emphasis.  

What this plan would do is essentially convert 

most of those lands that are currently managed for 

recreation emphasis into an SRMA, which is a more 

formal designation for protection.  So most of those 

lands would become SRMAs, but some of the lands managed 

for recreation emphasis would go to conservation, and 

some would be converted to Development Focused Areas.

But overall more Special Recreation Management 

Areas are proposed throughout the rest of the desert, 

so there is a gain, as I said, 2.5 million acres of 
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Special Recreation Management Areas compared to 1.4 

currently being managed for recreation emphasis.  So 

this is a gain for recreation across the desert.

It's a little bit of a map to show you.  On the 

left is the status quo.  On the right is from the 

preferred alternative.  What this is showing is on the 

left, you see it's mostly these green areas here.  

Those are the areas that are currently managed for 

recreation emphasis.  On the right side, you can see in 

the brown color, these are the preferred -- these are 

the proposed SRMAs, and the proposed ERMAs are the 

gold-ish color.  

The big difference as you see really is over in 

the eastern part of the desert.  Here there is very 

little to no lands currently managed for recreation 

emphasis, but you can see a bigger pocket here will be.

I wanted to mention also before we get to the 

Spangler, the DRECP proposes something very, very 

important and special for recreation for the first time 

ever, and that would be Conservation Management Actions 

for the purpose of conserving the recreational values 

that we have in the desert.  So in the sense of this 

DRECP using the word "conservation," it does not only 

mean conservation of species.  It also means 

conservation of the values that are associated with 
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many of the existing uses.  

So we have Conservation Management Actions for 

recreation that will maintain our recreational settings 

and protect those values that we have.  It will 

prohibit renewable energy development in those Special 

Recreation Management Areas, in those Extended 

Recreation Management Areas and in the OHV open areas.  

Renewable energy is proposed to be excluded from those 

recreation zones altogether.

And for the lands that are converted to 

Development Focus Areas, impacts to recreation in those 

Development Focus Areas would be subject to mitigation.  

For those of you who remember Roy Denner, I hear him 

now on the DAC saying it yet again, "Why don't we 

have --" and banging the fist, right?  "Why don't we 

ever have mitigation for recreation?  We mitigate for 

everything else."  Roy, we've got a piece of that now.  

We're going to have some mitigation for recreation, and 

I think that's a very good thing.

Now, obviously a plan of 22 million acres isn't 

going to be all rosy and good news for recreation.  

There are some items that have some recreation 

leadership concerned.  One of our concerns has to do 

with an open OHV area in the Ridgecrest area called the 

Spangler OHV Recreation Area.  Spangler is now the 
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largest of the OHV recreation areas in the California 

desert.  The Marines took most of Johnson Valley.  A 

big piece of it is now a shared use area.  So for 

dedicated open use area, Spangler is now the king.

But there is an area, there's an area here all 

the way over on the east side adjacent to China Lake 

Naval Weapons Center that is called Christmas Canyon.  

It's an ACEC, an area of critical environmental 

concern.  ACEC is a BLM designation that allows for 

enhanced management for the protection of resources 

that are -- that are focused on for an ACEC.  So, for 

example, there are ACECs for wildlife linkages.  There 

are ACECs that are for cultural values.  There are 

ACECs for specific species to help with their recovery 

and stability.  

In this case Christmas Canyon is an ACEC based 

on the cultural resources there.  There is is on the 

edge of an ancient dry lake that was once a tropical 

haven for early Americans, the Native Americans.  And 

the artifacts that are there, the old villages and 

such, are significant.  And the more they study that 

area, the more significant it becomes.  This ACEC is 

now wholly within the OHV open use area, and there are 

concerns about that.

At this time competitive events that want to go 
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into this ACEC, they have to stay on designated trails 

there.  They're not allowed to do cross-country travel 

in competitive events.  But casual-use people can still 

utilize this ACEC area in the OHV area as an open 

travel area.

The DRECP in all action alternatives proposes to 

convert this approximately 3,000 acres from open OHV 

use to limited use on designated trails.  Now, it 

sounds reasonable as I've been describing the 

situation, but you can understand that OHV is still 

smarting from that huge loss that we had down in 

Johnson Valley.  Three thousand acres after all is 

3,000 acres.  

There is a little bit of a disagreement with the 

BLM at this point as to the history of this ACEC that 

was established as a management plan back from 1988 as 

to whether or not this area really is still open use or 

designated recreation.  Recreation believes that this 

area is still in an open use area, and it still counts 

as open OHV lands.  However, the DRECP has pledged not 

to reduce nor add OHV open area acreage.  It's pledging 

to remain neutral on the issue of OHV open area.  

This contradicts this somewhat, and we're 

seeking clarification as to whether or not this really 

is a loss of 3,000 acres of OHV open land, and if it 
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is, can this plan become a vehicle for helping us to 

reclaim some of that lost acreage into the OHV open 

inventory.

Currently, the DRECP documents the acreage 

calculations -- for example, if you look in your 

executive summary at the big chart, you'll see that OHV 

open area acreage remains the same through all 

alternative, but we have a 3,000 acre loss of OHV open 

area according to other parts of the document.  So we 

need to work out with the BLM whether this is really a 

reduction or not, and the document needs to reflect 

that appropriately.  Is this an error in the document?  

Is this an area in planning, or is this the way it 

really is?  

So OHV leaders have identified areas in the 

surrounding Spangler area for potential expansion.  The 

area up here to the northeast contains what are called 

the C routes.  You know how the roads in the BLM desert 

have labels, have numbers like EP 101 and SC 103.  

Those initials represent the subregion that those 

routes are located in.  But the C means competition.  

The C routes that were up here were competition 

routes primarily for motorcycle events for many, many 

years.  But the West Mojave Plan in 2006 said no more 

competitive events there.  It's still labeled C, C1, 
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C2, C3, C4, and those who engage in motorcycle 

competitive events would like to have a return of 

competitive use there.

Another area that's interesting is down here on 

the bottom there is a little 4,000-acre swath of land 

that's inconveniently located between wilderness and an 

OHV open area.  And what we're finding is OHV -- this 

area is generally used as a de facto OHV, and it's been 

a little bit a management headache for the BLM to be 

able to delineate this little area as limited use stay 

on the trails, whereas up here you can drive wherever 

you want because it's an open area.  

So this would be an area that could be converted 

to open use -- it's being used as open use -- to help 

offset some of that acreage.  So we have identified 

some of the acreage that could be used.  But at this 

time the BLM said no loss, no adding, no expansions, 

not in the DRECP.  That's not what it's for.  It's for 

renewable energy.  It's for conservation.  So we'll be 

working this out through the comment period and 

subsequently.

We have a couple of other concerns.  The way in 

which the DRECP works is if you have a renewable energy 

project that's covered by this plan and you wish to 

site that project and you choose to site that project 
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in a Development Focus Area, your conservation is all 

taken care of.  Your studies of the covered species, 

about 40 species, including your desert tortoise, your 

Mojave ground squirrel, those studies are all covered.  

Your cultural is all covered.  The only things you 

would have to study are things that are not covered 

species and those that are site specific.  And so it 

reduces the planning and studies that the renewable 

energy companies might have to do in this area to 

locate their project.  

But the way in which the conservation is going 

to be achieved is by designating expanded and new ACECs 

across the whole California desert.  I call it 

wall-to-wall ACECs.  Not only that, but there will also 

be an overlay of National Conservation Land System 

designation, NLCS.  The ACECs come with rule sets.  

NLCS comes with rule sets.  

By and large for casual use, this will not have 

any impact on ordinary recreation vehicle users.  But 

we have concerns that it may negatively and greatly 

affect the availability of Special Recreation Permits 

for events, and that's something we want to keep an eye 

on.

The second is that the Conservation Management 

Actions may introduce new sideboards for future group 
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designation processes and that could affect the numbers 

and the miles of designated routes going forward in 

future processes.  

There is also one concern with regard to private 

property, and this is kind of a tough one.  You know 

that in many parts of the desert there's either a 

patchwork of public and private or there may even be a 

private parcel right smack in the middle of an area 

that is generally by and large public lands.  And in 

many of those private parcels, there are OHV routes 

that run through those private parcels that connect to 

the greater designated OHV network that surrounds that 

area.  One way in which this plan achieves conservation 

is by identifying certain parcels of private land for 

priority for acquisition.

We are concerned that if some of these areas 

that are being looked at for potential acquisition, if 

they are critical to establishing the continuity of 

that network, that OHV network, for being able to reach 

the recreational destinations and all of the surrounds, 

that if that private land is acquired by the State, 

might there be conservation actions that would have 

them fencing that off and therefore essentially 

eliminating the connectivity of the OHV use in that 

area?  And that's a big concern.
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Also, there is a concern about the funding 

structure.  Sure, the developers in exchange for siting 

themselves in a Development Focus Area, they will pay 

fees.  Those fees will take care of the conservation 

and so forth, but those fees go into conservation 

funds.  They will not go directly to the BLM for 

managing the public lands.  

So some people call this an unfunded mandate.  

We've heard those terms before.  In actuality, the BLM 

will be able to apply for certain funds out of these 

conservation funds for specific projects.  But there is 

great concern that the BLM won't have adequate funding 

to be able to manage recreation to the higher bar that 

we may need to meet in these conservation areas.  It's 

going to be very important in conservation that people 

stay on the designated trails.  It will be perhaps more 

important for the future of OHV recreation, maybe more 

important ever, that they need to stay on those 

designated trails.  Because there is a living and 

breathing plan that contains adaptive management.  And 

if the biological goals and other resource protection 

goals are not achieved, there may be further 

restrictions placed on the use.  

I'm happy to report at this time that no 

designated roads would be closed by the Conservation 
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Management Actions that are currently proposed by this 

plan.  But if people don't stay on the trail, that 

could change.  

And we need money for signing.  We need money 

for maps and other education programs, and we need 

money for law enforcement.  Because without all of 

those things together, we know that some people will 

not stay on those trails.  

So we're concerned that the OHV Grant Program 

may end up absorbing the brunt of implementation on 

behalf of OHV recreation going forward, so that's a 

concern I wanted to bring to your attention.

These are some areas that Connie and I agree 

that perhaps the Commission might want to consider 

looking at for potentially commenting on the DRECP.  

The REAT -- the planning agencies who are making this 

plan, that's called the REAT agencies, see R-E-A-T, 

that says Renewable Energy Action Team.  The agencies 

that are putting this plan together want to hear from 

the public, and they're very interested in what the 

Commission might say.  

And also under the DRECP implementation, the 

Stakeholder Committee that was established would 

continue to provide input and advice in terms of the 

implementation and recreation, and off-highway vehicle 
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recreation has representation there.

We suggest don't just look at the preferred 

alternative.  This is really -- probably the chances 

are that what is eventually settled on in the Record of 

Decision will probably be somewhat of a hybrid.  There 

may be a couple of items from Column A, a couple of 

items from Column B all put into some final plan 

alternative.  

So look at some of the other alternatives to see 

if there are pieces of that puzzle that might work well 

in a preferred or in an eventual final plan.

Also, please concentrate on areas in the BLM's 

Land Use Planning Amendment, the LUPA, that might 

affect recreation opportunities, particularly the 

permitted events.  That's something that I think the 

Commission would have an important part in.

So with that, I would like to, again, turn it 

over to Connie -- and thank her for inviting me here to 

join you all -- to close out the show.

(Applause.)

STATE PARKS MS. LATHAM:  Thank you very much, 

Randy.  I appreciate it.  

All right.  So as far as where we go from here, 

for this body, if they choose to submit comment, there 

are some commenting guidance that we try to get out to 
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the public, to the stakeholders, and I'm going to do 

the same to you, that the planners of the DRECP have 

asked us to share.  That was quite a sentence there, 

wasn't it?  

They really want to hear about issues that 

require any clarification of an alternative or the 

development of a new alternative, any missing 

information or data out there that the public, the 

stakeholders, see as missing, any broad analysis that 

might change your conclusion that's currently in the 

draft plan and any issues that might revise the 

EIR/EIS.  

So those are very cursory, but that's the 

guidance we're being given, we're asked to convey to 

folks, meaningful comments.  To say you don't like 

something without giving it any meat behind that, that 

statement really wouldn't do any good.  

With that, there is my contact info.  It has not 

changed.  I'm with State Parks.  There is Randy's 

information there as well, if folks have a question for 

Randy.  These are the guys that are on the ground, can 

tell it to you from the standpoint of the stakeholders.  

State Parks, we have an internal team, as I've 

mentioned to you before.  We have been reviewing this 

document.  We will be providing comments on behalf of 
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State Parks as a collective group, both the OHV 

Division staff, planning staff on that team, and we 

have folks in all the other parks that have been in 

planning that are on that team.  We're trudging away on 

that as we speak.  

I will leave you with that and answer any 

questions as best as I can.  If not, I know we've got 

some subject matter experts here from the other 

agencies. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you, Connie and Randy.  

It's a heck of a lot to chew on.  

Any questions from the Commissioners?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I don't have a specific 

question at this time, but I think this is a discussion 

that we're going to have to come back to in a few 

minutes.  I'd like to hear from the public and get 

their perspective before we decide what we want to do 

as far as comments go. 

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  When are the comments due?  

STATE PARKS MS. LATHAM:  Comments are due by 

February 23rd.  They extended it 45 days from 

January 9.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Anybody else?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Yes, I have a quick one.  

First off, this gives me a headache.  I'm just 
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going to be blunt.  I'm a huge advocate of solar 

energy, but I like mine on my roof that I already have.  

And I view this -- I'm going to be a critic here for a 

moment.  I view this as a gift to some big companies, 

and I think it's a waste of our public lands.  

With that, I'm going to look past my personal 

opinion and realize that my position here is to protect 

the recreation and the citizens of California, what 

their interests are here.

So with that, Randy, you pointed out the 

Spangler OHV areas and the historic riding options that 

have been taken away to another part.  And you 

suggested that they might be -- it's something that 

might be something that someone can ask for.  Can you 

elaborate a little bit on that?  Is this something 

that's been discussed already, or is this just an 

opinion?  I just kind of wanted to see how real it is 

before making a comment in that direction. 

RANDY BANIS:  I feel what certainly is real is 

that I'm engaged in a difference of opinion with the 

agencies in that this area I contend is being used as 

an open area.  It is designated as open use.  There's 

nothing that I found anywhere, and I -- if you know me, 

I do do a significant amount of homework.  

The BLM can also not show me that this area has 
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been taken out of open use.  There is no document to 

show that either.  

So what we need to do is we need to agree.  We 

need to come together with the BLM and agree with what 

the situation is.  And then once we agree what this 

plan is or is not going to do, then I think we can 

address what the solution may or may not be.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So a strong letter from the 

Commission reinforcing that request -- it's really more 

than a request.  It's really trying to get back what 

was taken from us originally and through administrative 

means we lost access to it or official access, right?  

RANDY BANIS:  We lose open area use.  We lose 

cross-country travel.  It would be designated routes at 

that point, which still has value. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Sure, as long as they're not just 

straight lines somewhere. 

RANDY BANIS:  Nonetheless, we received 

assurances:  No development in OHV open areas, no 

development in Special Recreation Management Areas, but 

also no loss or no addition of OHV open area.  

I see a loss of OHV open area here, and, yes, a 

strong letter from the Commission requesting 

clarification of that, I, for one, welcome that. 
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CHAIR SLAVIK:  Shall we move to public comment?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Yes, public comment is 

going to be critical to this.  I know there are a 

couple of people that have discussed this with me, and 

they are some very valid points I think the rest of the 

Commission should hear.  

But the other thing is as a procedure as far as 

moving forward with this, I think maybe we might want 

to do a special ad hoc committee for this to create the 

letter and then have that come back to the Chair and 

kind of go that route.  Because we have a standing BLM 

Subcommittee, but it could be difficult for that to 

happen that way. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  The BLM is the lead agency?

RANDY BANIS:  No, not really.  

STATE PARKS MS. LATHAM:  BLM is the lead for 

NEPA, for the National Environmental Protection Agency.  

The lead from the CEQA side is the California Energy 

Commission.  

So any comments would actually go to the docket 

at the Energy Commission.  They're the one REAT agency 

that's actually submitting all comments for the DRECP 

regardless of where they come from. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I mean I think we can certainly 

formulate a passionate letter, but nobody is going to 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

160

have the background that you two have invested in this.  

It's impossible for -- like you say, it's a headache, 

huge headache.  

Are there any other comments?  Shall we move to 

public comment on this, then we will make a decision?  

RANDY BANIS:  Might I just offer, I'm more than 

happy to help the Commission in any way, through 

teleconference or in-person appearances, through 

subcommittee, subgroups or further discussions.  I'm 

more than happy to help. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Randy, we're very fortunate to 

have your expertise here.  Thank you.  

STATE PARKS MS. LATHAM:  Paul, if I may, there 

are staff in the OHV Division, as well as Ocotillo 

Wells and other SVRA parks, that have been intimately 

involved in this, that internal DRECP team that we told 

you about earlier, that has background as well.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Nick Haris, followed by Dave 

Pickett.  

NICK HARIS:  Nick Haris, American Motorcyclist 

Association.  And I thank Randy and Connie in 

particular for their hard and long work on this issue.  

I think it was like three or four years ago I was at a 

meeting in Southern California that Randy was talking 

about this.  This was been a long process, and I do not 
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claim to be an expert.  

But based on what we've seen here, it seems like 

we have two different issues going on.  We have a 

letter indicating potentially, I would hope, the 

Commission's preference for some clarification on the 

Spangler Hills issue.  What's the current status?  

What's the possibilities for expansion, et cetera, 

et cetera?  So that's kind of the immediate issue that 

as we clearly need to know what's going on there and 

why it is that there is a difference of opinion on the 

status of those lands.  

And then secondarily we need a letter that is 

more to the -- speaking to this draft proposal in 

general that goes to the Energy Commission and explains 

the history.  I mean let's face it, some of these folks 

might not even know all of the history of the 

partnership of this group, so talking about our 

partnership with the BLM as a state agency and monies 

that have been granted to the BLM for riding areas in 

this area and supporting continued access of the public 

not only for casual recreation but for competition 

events as well.  

Thank you, and I would really like to see you 

guys send a letter to make that clear.

DAVE PICKETT:  Dave Pickett, District 36 
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Motorcycle Sports Committee.  

This one is a little out of my area.  I don't 

want to step on anybody who's put a ton of time into 

this thing, but I concur about what Mr. Banis said 

about this absolute clarification and identification 

with legal support to support the decision whether 

that's open riding area or not.  This is critical.  

We've seen this in the past.  It's come back, and it's 

bitten us.  This whole process in the middle of and 

following the Johnson Valley thing, which was a huge 

hit -- it still stings many of us in the OHV community, 

this hard hit.  

I also have concern about a comment that 

Mr. Banis made is:  Will the users stay on designated 

trails?  History has shown us we've got some wanderers, 

and that one percent could make it really bad for us 

long-term.

And with that, I think that clarification on 

what is the legal definition of the areas of concern.  

I've known Randy for a long time.  That's a strong, 

strong question.  I think that should definitely be in 

any type of letter that you put forth.  Thank you.  

JOHN STEWART:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  

John Stewart, California Association of Four-Wheel 

Drive Clubs.  
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I have been looking at this process, and I am 

developing some serious concerns.  I'd like to start 

out with looking at -- you know, drawing your attention 

to the fact that this particular DRECP is three plans 

in one.  It is a habitat conservation plan pushed by 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  It is a natural 

communities conservation plan pushed by California 

Department of Fish and Game.  And the third part is the 

Land Use Plan Amendment.  

The two, Fish and Wildlife and the Department of 

Fish and Game, those two documents themselves by nature 

are programmatic in their constructs.  In other words, 

they are not -- they are developed to give guidelines 

for future planning actions.  I find that from my brief 

discussions and looking at the plans, that those two 

segments actually make on-the-ground definitive 

decisions.

Now, that brings us to the Land Use Plan 

Amendments.  The Land Use Plan Amendments are decision 

documents that are supposed to take into account and 

tier off of any other guidance.  In this case, they are 

creating two plans, two programmatic plans, and then 

also pushing through a Land Use Plan Amendment.  

My contention and my fear is that the final 

changes in the programmatic documents will dictate and 
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force a change in the land use management plan that the 

public has not had the opportunity to adequately review 

and comment on.  

And one of these things comes up in the fact 

that when you look at the conservation management 

areas, like one of the slides introduced, that it 

may -- for the ACECs, it may introduce sideboards for 

future OHV route designation efforts.  This is under 

the LUPA or land use management concepts.  

My fear is that the habitat conservation plans 

will actually create a situation where a mandated route 

evaluation is pushed forward, and it will actually 

result in the closure of routes to recreation access or 

to any access, not just to Special Recreation Permits.  

It's the unintended consequences that come out 

of combining these plans in this fashion.  My 

recommendation is pull the Land Use Management Plans 

out of the overall planning until the programmatic 

documents are finalized. 

ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim, CORVA.  Thank you, 

Randy, for being here.  And I want to thank Carl 

Simons, the manager for the BLM Office in Ridgecrest.  

He's up here with us also coming all the way from that 

area.  

DRECP and WEMA -- we haven't talked about WEMA, 
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the other gorilla.  We've got two gorillas here, the 

DRECP and WEMA.  Who is first?  Who is going to be the 

top dog, and it's going to be a very interesting 

process.  

If you go to your executive document that was 

given to you -- I guess you've got a copy of that -- 

page 38, it talks about 3.5 cost in funding.  The cost 

in funding has me really, really concerned.  We are 

zoning 22 million acres of new zoning, and the new 

zoning will add conservation.  Well, the conservation, 

thanks to Randy's help, we are conserving our limited 

use designations in the Bureau of Land Management 

lands, which account for about 12 million acres.  

Those 12 million acres I don't see anywhere in 

this document where we're going to get money to manage 

it.  Carl doesn't get enough money to do what we have 

to do down in there first or Katrina in the Barstow BLM 

Office don't get enough money.  Most of this is in 

those two areas from the limited use trails.  There is 

no funding in here.  The funding is you buy private 

property and use it as mitigation, and for ten years 

they have to support it, and they have to do the 

monitoring and all that kind of stuff.  That's private 

property.  

The free mitigation that comes from the Bureau 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

166

of Land Management, there is absolutely no funding in 

that place.  That is a big, big problem.  And I think 

it's not upon the OHV Division's or our Grants and 

Cooperative Agreements to do all of these extra 

planning or monitoring of these land.  We need money.  

We can't do it all by ourselves.  We'll try, but we 

can't.

So definitely in your letter, that definitely 

has to be brought out.  The issue of the additional 

lands that we need because of the loss, yes, definitely 

that has to be brought out.  And I sure hope that you 

really put that in there.

About the Spangler area, the Bureau of Land 

Management for some reason from Washington, they didn't 

want it in the DRECP, but there is absolutely no excuse 

of putting that in there, because nobody is arguing of 

the facts that Randy put in front of you.  

So I strongly ask you, please, make those two 

cases about who is going to pay for the mitigation 

land -- I mean for the management of the mitigation 

land, because we just cannot manage it without money.  

It's impossible, and add the additional land on this 

document.  Thank you.  

DON AMADOR:  Don Amador with the Blue Ribbon 

Coalition.  I have the same concerns that previous 
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speakers echo -- spoke about.  

I want to first thank Randy for all the work 

he's done and Connie and also Jane Arteaga for 

advocating OHV recreation.  

I just really want to encourage the board to 

consider sending a strong letter in because in my view 

that's one of the important things that the Commission 

can do, is you've weighed in on other issues in the 

past.  That's the role you can play, is being an 

advocate for the sport, and sending in a letter is 

appropriate in this particular instance.  I would 

encourage you to send in that letter.  Thank you. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  I have a Robert Tolin 

here.  It doesn't quite fit into this item, but if you 

have something to say that you can relate to -- I 

didn't want to leave you without anything to say. 

ED WALDHEIM:  Mr. Chairman?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Yes.

ED WALDHEIM:  CORVA website has the comments 

that Mr. Banis just gave you now as to how to and what 

to write.  On the CORVA website, it's all written.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you, Ed.  

I would suggest with the notes that we have from 

the speakers and the information that we have with the 

people participating in this, we probably have a lot of 
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documentation to work off of and staff support as well.  

So who wants -- you want to have discussion on 

this and then decide how to get involved with this 

800-pound gorilla?  Last year it was the 800-pound 

marine gorilla.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I think it requires a 

subcommittee to work with staff to gather information 

and draft a letter on behalf of the Commission.  So I'm 

not sure if the current chairman and the future 

chairman want to work together as a subcommittee to do 

that or if other members want to get involved.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Erin, is this within your area of 

expertise at all?  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I read a lot of 

comment letters -- or at least reviewed them.  

I think the points that were made sound 

reasonable, and I think it makes sense to clarify the 

issues that were being developed, and a comment letter 

makes sense.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I know we're kind of throwing you 

to the wolves here, but I'd like to see Erin's 

expertise utilized here.  I know, Diana, you would 

probably like to get involved.  Ed, you've got BLM 

background.  Do you want to get involved?  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Not directly upfront 
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too much. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  It's a huge commitment.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Well, I mean we have some 

staff that Connie pointed out that's been working on 

this diligently available.  I think the comments that 

the public have made are -- we're going to be in line 

with a lot of what they've said.  

So I think a draft letter coming together for a 

subcommittee probably won't be that big of an issue.  

And then Erin, like he said, you've written a lot of 

these types of letters, to have you being one of the 

main proofreaders I think would be a benefit.  We can 

kind of move forward from there.  I don't think it 

should be a huge deal.  It's pretty much laid out, so 

something that we can move forward with probably 

relatively quickly. 

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  So, Mr. Chair, one of the 

issues here is that the Commission can delegate to 

staff to write this letter for you.  It would be good 

if you kind of had a bullet point, you know, like five 

essential points you think should be made.  I'm not -- 

I'm just naming a number.  

However, if you send it to a committee, a 

subcommittee with two people, then you really will have 

to be much more specific about how much leeway they 
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have.  Because the whole idea about an ad hoc committee 

is that it brings everything back to the Commission.  

So you can't really give the ad hoc committee kind of 

an open-ended charge with go write the letter 

because -- unless you really are giving them a whole 

lot of information.  So just to repeat that:  If you 

give it to the staff, they can do that no problem, 

based upon what you've already gone over.

What you can't do is really put two 

Commissioners -- kind of send them off and say, do your 

best, because ad hoc committees don't work that way.  

Does that make sense?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  And we've done that in the past, 

myself as the chairman.  I think, Eric, you've written 

letters.  We've taken that on unilaterally with staff 

support.  That makes more sense, really.  

So the Chair next year would probably be the 

person that would write that letter.  Can he ask for 

support from another commissioner or review?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  Well, no, that's really the 

problem, is the review.  

So what he can do is he can work with the staff, 

but what you have to do is basically, you know, tell 

him here's our bullet points of what we want to 

express, and he can work with staff all he wants.  
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What he can't really do is send it back to all 

of you because that would be a serial meeting.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  But he could send it back to 

another commissioner?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  No, because it's an ad hoc 

committee so that -- you know, what the law wants is 

everything to be done to be done in public.  

So if he does the letter by himself as the Chair 

and doesn't send it to all of you to review, that's 

fine.  He does that as the Chair.  But he can't really 

send it to you, the Commission, because you're not 

doing that in public.  

So if you want to have another meeting, either a 

teleconference meeting or something else and you want 

that letter brought back to you for review, you can do 

that.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Maybe we should entertain a 

motion on whether we want to just have you take that 

task next year.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  February, what was the 

date on that?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  23rd.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Yes, we're going to -- 

time is of the essence, so it's holidays and everything 

else. 
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CHAIR SLAVIK:  Most of the work is going to be 

done by the staff.  You basically sign it.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I'm fine with that. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So we entertain a motion that the 

Commission write a letter with the new Chair as 

signatory and take into account all of the points that 

we have heard today. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  It would be helpful -- so you 

guys made a lot of good points in their discussion.  

The public said a lot of points.  You said most of 

those are good.  It would be really helpful if you gave 

us a little more clarity.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  So there my question is:  

Can I in this process from here forward, if designated 

to sign a letter, can I send an e-mail to staff that 

has bullet points on it that would be the direction to 

go, and then from there then they can craft a letter 

and then we can move forward?  So that would be the 

procedure to do this. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  That keeps all of my staff out 

of trouble; otherwise, it looks like they're 

advocating.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Okay, no problem.  Then 

why don't we do that?  How about if we use that path?  

CHIEF JENKINS:  And send it to myself, Chris and 
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Maria. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  And can Cheryl's notes be 

forwarded for his reference?  

CHIEF JENKINS:  Yes.  They'll be draft at this 

point, but enough that he can get the gist of it. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So the Commission will have a 

letter sent to the Energy Commission, is that it, the 

Energy Commission?  

STATE PARKS MS. LATHAM:  In your packet is 

comment and guidance.  There is a one-page sheet that 

has all of the information.  It's also on the DRECP 

website.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I wanted to make it official here 

in the public comment. 

STATE PARKS MS. LATHAM:  It's to the REAT 

agency.  It's to the Energy Commission that's receiving 

the comments.  Does that make sense?

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Yes.  Right up there.  Thank you.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  So, Mr. Chairman, I 

believe that was a motion that you made?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  Anybody want to second it?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'll second it. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All in favor?

(Simultaneous voice vote by Commissioners.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Passed unanimously.
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(Commissioner Murphy absent.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Let's take about a five- to 

ten-minute break at the most. 

(Returned at 2:29 from a break starting at 2:11 p.m.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you, folks.  We're going to 

reconvene the meeting now.  

AGENDA ITEM VII (A) - PROGRAM REPORTS - OCEANO DUNES 

SVRA REPORT

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Superintendent Marshall, would 

you like to get up after you wet your whistle?  

SUPT. MARSHALL:  Good afternoon, I'm here to 

present.  My name is Brent Marshall.  I'm the Oceano 

Dunes district superintendent, and the purpose of this 

report is to provide the Commission with a status 

update regarding the operation and management of the 

Oceano Dunes SVRA, our natural and cultural protection 

and recreation opportunities within our boundaries.  

First, let me apologize for the weather and to 

extend an open invitation to each and everyone of you 

out in the dunes.  I think we had a fun and informative 

day yesterday, but for those of you that haven't been 

out there, it's really neat to come on out.  So if your 

travels take you through the Central Coast, please let 

me know, and we will set a tour for you so you can 

actually go out on the beach.
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So the natural background of Oceano Dunes is 

Oceano Dunes is located along the Central Coast of 

California, San Luis Obispo County, with the 

Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes complex.  The SVRA is bordered 

on the north and east by city development and some 

public entities.  There is the map.  To the south we 

have the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Natural Wildlife 

Refuge, and obviously on the west is the Pacific Ocean.  

We have a unique topography of shifting sand and 

open sand sheets that was first documented by the early 

Spanish explorers on their way up the California coast.  

And as that sand is formed, these dunes have been 

carried down to the ocean by rivers and streams, 

deposited on the beach by ocean currents and then 

shaped by the winds into the dunes seen today in a 

process that's still ongoing.

As far as the formal park district, as SVRA 

recreation became more popular in the '40s and '50s, it 

was identified that this should be managed.  And the 

first purchase of property was in 1974, which is now 

the Oceano Dunes SVRA.  The General Plan was approved 

in 1975, and our General Plan has had five major 

amendments.  

In 1982, Pismo Dunes SVRA became a district 

under the OHMVR Division of California State Parks.  So 
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as we talked about yesterday, there's a dynamic nature 

of the dunes, both the natural and political and 

budgetary processes, and it seems like if you work at 

the dunes, you just enjoy a wild ride.  

And this district has grown through the 

consolidation of Pismo State Beach when we received the 

responsibility of operating those campgrounds, and then 

we had some of the resources to meet that growth in 

2004.  We had a budget change proposal that was 

successful in 2008 and then, unfortunately, some 

subsequent sweeps in 2010.  So it's going up and down, 

and currently we're just in kind of a holding pattern 

in this cycle.

Our district operates Oceano Dunes SVRA, Pismo 

State Beach and the Pismo Dunes Natural Preserve.  We 

have two campgrounds that have approximately 180 sites 

and hopefully soon a new visitor center.  So that's 

going to be really exciting out there.  

The SVRA, or State Vehicular Recreation Area, 

consists of about 3600 acres of sandy beach.  Fifteen 

hundred acres are open for OHV activity, and then 300 

of those are closed seasonally for snowy plover and 

least tern protection.  Approximately 2100 acres is 

closed to OHV recreation but opened to various 

non-motorized opportunity.  Pismo State Beach has about 
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1400 acres, and we have a coastal dune complex of 720 

acres.  That's the Pismo Dunes Natural Preserve.  

The SVRA has a 1,000-vehicle camping limit.  

This provides us -- this creates the most popular 

camping destination in State Parks, so the entire 

system, all of the way from Pelican Bay all the way 

down to Border Field.  And people are attracted to the 

unique coastal access opportunity and the recreational 

opportunities and also the long stretch of sandy beach 

that they can camp on.

We have very diverse recreation opportunities 

such as hiking, nature walks, horseback riding and kite 

surfing and bird watching, are just among some of the 

things that are non-motorized activities that we allow 

for in our park boundaries.  We have -- Oso Flaco Lakes 

are to the south, which has an ADA accessible boardwalk 

where you can observe wildlife and native plants as 

that path carries out to the beach.  

The diversity of our operations successfully 

meets the public interest as we continue to see large 

visitation numbers in this geographically small 

district.  In 2013, we had approximately 1.6 million 

visitors in the SVRA and another 600,000 in the two 

campgrounds.  So you can imagine, 2.2 million people, a 

lot of dynamic activities and some intense community 
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involvement.  It takes a lot of folks to manage this 

area.  And in the interest of time, I'll allow them to 

introduce themselves, but I'd like to start by 

introducing our admin officer, Desiree Goyette.  

DESIREE GOYETTE:  Thank you, Brent.  

Good afternoon, my name is Desiree Goyette.  

Currently I am the district administrative chief.  I've 

been with the Department of Parks and Recreation on the 

State Parks side for about the past six years, and this 

is my first year over here with the OHV.  

So I'm here today to kind of give you just a 

little idea of what administration does and what our 

role is.  We're really a part of the team, and we are 

really here to support the different programs that 

you're going to hear from in a little bit.  We have the 

maintenance visitor service, public outreach and 

resource program.  

The first component of the administration 

program is personnel, and currently we have 46 

permanent full-time positions and approximately 114 

hourly or part-time positions.  All of this is managed 

by one permanent full-time position and one part-time 

position, and that is a huge job to do.  Personnel 

encompasses anything from hiring, payroll, benefits, 

labor relations, workers' compensation, exams, 
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timekeeping and so on.

The next component of administration that I'll 

talk about is procurement and accounting.  We process 

and reconcile all expenditures that we do for all the 

programs.  The last fiscal year, we did about 95 

purchase orders.  It's the goal of the procurement and 

accounting staff to ensure that we are assisting the 

programs and purchasing and getting things timely and 

accurately.  

One of the great things that we have 

accomplished is we have our own Access database 

management program where we enter all of our expenses 

into.  Last fiscal year, we did about 2,300 entries.  

And what this does, it allows us to run realtime 

reports and provide that to our program managers so 

that they always know where they're at in their budget.  

All of this is accomplished with two permanent 

full-time employees.  

The next component of administration that I'll 

talk about are contracts.  All of our contracts are 

done for the different programs to keep them running 

efficiently and effectively.  We process approximately 

65 to 70 contracts throughout the fiscal year.  Some of 

these are short one-time services, others are more 

involved, multi-year contracts.  Some are very unique 
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to our district.  

The first unique one I'll talk about was we had 

to do a heavy equipment rental.  The uniqueness of that 

was the equipment needed to be able to work in the sand 

dunes.  Another unique contract we had, we did a 

request for proposal, which is a much more involved 

contracting process.  And with that, we had to contract 

out for highly-specialized technicians to monitor our 

dust particulate.  We also have our bird management 

program.  Those have some unique contracts within them 

as well.  We contract out for predator management and 

also for the banding of the birds.

So one of the last components that I'll talk 

about today is our budget.  The unique thing about the 

Oceano Dunes District is we not only manage the State 

Vehicle Recreational Area, we also have Pismo State 

Beach.  So this means we have two different funding 

sources, our first one, the OHV Trust Fund and then the 

State Park Recreation Fund.  

Once again, we're very fortunate that we have 

been creating and expanding our Access database program 

in which we manage our budget, which we also coincide 

with our department-wide tracking system.

In addition to this, we also assist with the 

setup of various incoming fund agreements and 
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donations, and the donations received really help to 

build up our other programs that you're going to hear a 

little bit about, such as our Junior Guard Program, our 

Butterfly Grove and other interpretive programs.  

So as I'm ending this for my presentation, I 

wanted to reiterate that a total of eight employees get 

all of this work done.  We really take pride in 

assisting the different programs, in getting all of 

this work done, and also by trying to help keep us in 

compliance with policy, laws and all of the other 

regulations.  

So I'll thank you for your time.  And at this 

moment, I'll go ahead and introduce Curt Linse who will 

go ahead and present our maintenance program.

CURT LINSE:  Thank you, Desiree.  

Again, my name is Curt Linse.  I'm district 

maintenance chief for Oceano Dunes.  I've been here 

approximately 17 years, so I've seen a lot of changes, 

a lot of different district superintendents.  And it's 

with great pleasure, first, to be able to talk about 

the district maintenance program.  

We actually have 17 district maintenance 

permanent staff that have various different positions, 

heavy equipment operators, heavy equipment mechanics, 

maintenance mechanics, our supervision or guidance and 
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again our heavy equipment automobile mechanics.

Also, in supporting all of the programs, the 

district maintenance program supports law enforcement, 

resource protection, interpretation and outreach, 

administration, heavy equipment and auto maintenance 

for the law enforcement resource vehicles, admin 

vehicles and all of the maintenance vehicles that 

operate in the park.  

Maintenance operations, this also includes all 

of the SVRA, Pismo State Beach with both campgrounds, 

the Oceano Campgrounds and the North Beach Campground.  

Again, I'm going to go through some of these slides 

fast because of the short amount of time here.

Resource protection, again, fencing for the -- 

bird fencing.  Seasonal bird fencing, we take down -- 

put up and take down March 1st, and then October 1st 

the fencing has to come down.  Again, we have 22 miles 

of perimeter fencing thought the SVRA, which is 

maintained daily with heavy equipment and just people 

on the ground putting up the fence, as you can see.

We also have large marine mammals at different 

times throughout the year that wash up on the beach, 

and we have to go through our resource program, 

identify the species and make sure they're all 

documented, and then the heavy equipment at different 
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times is used to relocate the marine mammals in an area 

that will be protected.

Vegetation, the maintenance department is 

possibly the biggest part of the re-vegetation efforts.  

Many times out in the dunes we're taking out large 

trailers of straw bales, blowing them, and with that we 

use the California Conservation crews.  We've used them 

throughout the years while at the park.  As you can see 

here with our heavy equipment our staff straw blowing 

out into the dunes, trying to do some vegetation 

management while protecting the riding areas.

Also, we have what we call the track-out 

sweeping, which is now we're required by our permit for 

Grand Avenue and Pier Avenue to sweep the track at -- 

what we call track-out.  So people coming off the beach 

track out sand, and we're required for the PMT 

compliance to sweep and maintain the exit and entry 

lanes of the park.

APCD projects this past year has just put an 

extreme workload on the maintenance department, not 

only building the towers or trailers for the APCD 

project monitoring sites, but by placing the 6,000 

straw bales in the back dunes along with the California 

Conservation crew and the APCD team and the resource 

staff also, using heavy equipment to go out into our 
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back dunes.  Again, wind monitoring sites are 

maintained with fences to keep the public out but also 

to collect the proper information.

Again, wind fencing was put out in one of the 

APCD test sites.  It was always put up by the 

maintenance department and the California Conservation 

crew and was removed at the end of the test site.

Interpretation and outreach, maintenance is once 

again heavily involved in not only getting us to those 

sites of the interpretation, whether it be Mid-State 

Fair, the Sands Sport Show down south, and then just 

here in this local area where we do some of the 

programs.  Again, they put up the equipment, make sure 

it's secure and safe for the public and make sure that 

the interpreters and other Parks staff that are working 

at the event have a safe environment for the public to 

come and see what we have to offer.

Administrative maintenance staff works with all 

of the administrative staff, Desiree, a lot of other 

maintenance staff, personnel people that take care of 

the personnel actions to purchase materials and 

supplies for our operation, which includes gas, diesel 

and propane for our daily operations, also all of the 

fencing materials and fencing products themselves.  We 

spend annually about $100,000 a year in fencing 
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materials.

Plumbing, electrical and carpentry and masonry 

products also to make sure the campgrounds are in good 

operating condition for our visitors and then heavy 

equipment and automotive maintenance, which is a huge 

part of our maintenance budget.  Housekeeping supplies 

like trash bags, toilet paper and just your on-going 

housekeeping supplies, brooms and chemicals, to make 

sure that the restrooms and showers are clean.

Oceano Dunes SVRA also has other areas that we 

do.  Like I said before, those supplies provide a 

canine unit, places we put together, the CHP buildings 

or prefabricated restrooms on the dunes, ongoing 

fencing throughout the dunes, and recently our drought 

program that we've had to come up with for this area 

here.  So we put in some new places to control the 

drought measures.  

Our southern boundary at the Oceano Dunes, which 

I'm not sure some of the Commissioners got to see, 

which is inundated by the sand, and ongoing maintenance 

down at our southern boundary, constant work down there 

to make sure that the public stays within the 

boundaries of the park, using heavy equipment down 

there, and then our finished product down here on the 

upper left-hand corner is a trailer dump station which 
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now we're actually shutting that system down at night 

so we don't lose any excess water when people are 

trying to get water to evade the closed system.

This is a gate that we put in so that we could 

secure the park when we have hazardous conditions.  

It's a tri-fold gate that was designed by my staff and 

I and was put in a couple of years ago.  

Oceano Dunes District and the Pismo State Beach 

Campgrounds also is another huge part of our 

maintenance program.  We have the trails that lead into 

and around the Butterfly Grove.  We have to use heavy 

equipment out in the field to maintain some of those 

areas, and then we have these pristine areas or walks 

that you can walk to the beach right outside your 

campground.

Again, the maintenance department is a major 

contributor to all of these programs that we have, 

Monarch Butterfly Grove, maintaining it.  A new bridge 

was installed to interact with folks from the 

campground to the Butterfly Grove to the highway and to 

the beach.  An area for education interpretation has 

been developed to help better educate the people on the 

butterflies.

Pismo State Beach Campgrounds also has a coastal 

access route.  It's about a mile long.  It goes through 
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the main campground, and it comes across right by the 

Butterfly Grove.  It comes out along this walkway here, 

which is on the backside of the golf course on the 

beach side.  It's a very good overlook of the coastal 

access area there.  

I just wanted to say the Oceano Dunes 

Maintenance Department strives for the best that we can 

out there, whether it's running heavy equipment, 

working in the auto shop, trying to maintain all of the 

facilities that we have there, sewage, trailer dump 

stations, a big 'ole campground operation, the beach 

areas that we have out there, the miles of fencing, the 

re-vegetation efforts that we do out in the dunes.  

I'm very proud to be the chief of maintenance 

for this unit.  I have 28 years with the Department.  

I've had to spend time and grow and build leadership in 

the direction of the maintenance department and am very 

proud and honored to be a part of that and am glad to 

be in front of you today, Commissioners, and the OHV 

Division staff and Brent allowing me to be up here for 

the maintenance department for Oceano Dunes.  Thank 

you.  

And with that, I would like to introduce Ronnie 

Glick, our senior environmental scientist.  

RONNIE GLICK:  Good afternoon, I'm wondering 
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what I did to go on at two o'clock two days in a row 

when everybody is getting lightheaded.  I'm going to go 

ahead and highlight some of the important things.  

There is a lot more information in the staff report, 

but there are a couple of things I want to highlight 

for this group today.  

First, I'm going to talk about our habitat 

monitoring system, and this is a program that each and 

every SVRA has.  And we're required to monitor the 

status and trends of the species that exists in our 

park to make sure that they are self-sustaining and 

that we're not having impacts from off-highway vehicle 

activities.  So this is just a short list of the tasks 

and the classes of organisms that we monitor.  And 

then, of course, it looks much better when you see it 

as a picture.  So we have some action shots.  We do 

small mammal trapping.  We do mechanical surveys.  We 

survey for herpetological resources.  We have a 

silvery-legged lizard at the top of that picture, one 

of the more fascinating species that we have in our 

area.  

One of the things that we've been doing recently 

is we've been collaborating with our local university, 

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, and they're really helping us 

on a number of things including developing better study 
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designs for the work that we're doing, helping us to 

analyze the data and interpret the data.  We get a lot 

of student assistance because a lot of the projects 

that we're trying to do require a lot of labor.  And, 

finally, really what we're doing through this 

collaboration is helping to make this program a 

sound -- scientifically sound and defensible program so 

that we can demonstrate that we are effectively 

managing the resources that we are entrusted to manage.

One of the other big programs that we had, and I 

bored you about it yesterday so I'm not going to go 

into too much more detail, is our Western Snowy Plover 

and California Least Tern Management Programs.  We're 

going to skip a couple of slides.  And basically I'm 

going to reiterate that this is a highly-successful 

program thanks to a lot of hard work, and truly we are 

contributing to the recovery of these two 

critically-endangered species.

One of the other challenges that we have in the 

resource program is managing the vegetated areas within 

the park, and we have some very strong and dynamic 

forces out in our dunes.  So many of these vegetated 

areas that we're required to protect are getting 

inundated with sand, naturally-blowing sand.  And so we 

have a program to restore these areas.  
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So we collect seeds and plant material from 

local genetic stock, throw them out in our greenhouse 

and install them in these restoration areas.  I would 

say that some of the techniques that we've developed 

during our restoration program we've adapted to our 

dust control efforts that we will hear about a little 

later.  

So this is my montage of what's going on.  We 

have a picture at the top left of my greenhouse.  At 

the bottom we have some of the plants that we collect 

and grow out.  Right now we're growing out between 20- 

and 30,000 plants each year and installing them in the 

dunes.  No supplemental water, we have to rely on what 

nature can provide for us.  It's a challenging project.  

Every once in a while we kind of feel like Nature likes 

what we're doing here.  You see a rainbow over one of 

my restoration areas.

One of the other things that we spend a lot of 

our time and efforts on are invasive exotic weeds.  

There are a number of invasive exotic species that 

threaten to degrade the habitat to the point where it 

really would not be sustainable.  So this is really one 

of the most integral parts of our efforts.  

The big weeds that we have, two on the left are 

the European beach grass and Russian wheat.  Russian 
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wheat is the lower growing plant on the far left.  The 

European beach grass is the taller one on the right.  

At the bottom we also have veldt grass, which is 

another invasive exotic grass.  

These are species that can completely out 

compete native species and convert the dunes into just 

patches of weedy vegetation.  They were initially 

brought in to stabilize the dunes during the period 

when that was something that was considered desirable.  

And right now they're really wreaking havoc on some of 

the habitat that we manage.  

So we have a number of things that we do to 

manage invasive exotic weeds.  Sadly, most of it isn't 

the really flashy stuff involving fire and 

firefighters.  A lot of it is very dirty work.  It's 

having volunteers pull weeds by hand, and then we do 

really tremendously on herbicide applications to 

control the weeds in our park.

And, finally, the reason we're able to do this 

is we are fortunate to have some of the most talented 

and dedicated staff, seasonal and permanent staff, 

contractors and volunteers who are involved with this 

program and put in good hard work every day to make 

this a fantastic and successful program.  

Those are the highlights for the Resource 
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Program, and I'm going to turn it over to our 

superintendent/chief ranger/master of fantasy football, 

Kevin Pearce.

RANGER KEVIN PEARCE:  Good afternoon, 

Commissioners.  Kevin Pearce, chief ranger 

superintendent here at Oceano Dunes.  I just got here 

permanently in April of this year.  So I'm new to the 

program, been down here since last July.  So I'm 

thrilled to be here.  

I'm here to talk about the Visitor Services 

Program.  For some of you might not be familiar with, 

Parks Visitors Services is kind of that traditional 

proponent of bringing programs and services to the 

public, kind of that face-to-face interaction.  All of 

our staff here do a great job.  Maintenance, everybody 

is out there talking to the public and helping them out 

with whatever concerns or whatever issues they need to 

be addressed.  Traditionally, the Visitor Services 

Program, that is that kind of immediate face-to-face 

interaction.  

Here at Oceano Dunes, I have 16 full-time staff.  

Fourteen of those are law enforcement rangers.  One of 

those is -- you met Danielle yesterday, our fantastic 

interpreter, and then I have a records clerk that helps 

us with our public safety records process.  I have 50 
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seasonals that we depend upon on a daily basis to make 

this operation run, as well as some of the docents you 

met yesterday.  We have a staff of over 150 docents and 

volunteers that also are critical to our operation 

here.  

It has been talked about, again critical to the 

operations are the ones that the public interacts with 

on a daily basis, collecting our fees, processing our 

fees.  On the busy weekends, they are the ones out 

there talking to the public, calming them down, helping 

them out while they wait in lines to get in the park, 

helping us, the ranger staff and rest of the staff, 

close the park, and doing the hard work.  These are 

part-time seasonal employees.  We ask a lot of them, 

and we rely on them heavily, and they do a fantastic 

job, and we're lucky to have the staff here that we do 

have.

Again, annual visitation of about 1.6 million 

visitors.  You can see a lot of activities, quite 

excessive and exciting, which brings us into the public 

safety part of the realm, which talks about our law 

enforcement staff here that we have.  

I have some stats up there.  I don't put these 

up there to tell you what a bunch of thugs I've got 

working for me, because I actually do not.  We have a 
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great staff our here that's actually worried about 

safety, worried about the visitors, making sure they go 

home safe at the end of the weekend, make sure they 

don't -- like we say in the academy, we're protecting 

people from the parks and parks from the people and 

people from themselves.  

So we work with Ronnie's staff protecting the 

resources that we have here.  We do have quite a lot of 

work on our hands, you know, respond -- issue about 

1100 citations a year.  The law is -- also our kind of 

being a proactive patrol, safety, speeds on the 

beaches, those are one of our biggest citations that we 

issue.  Again, it's all focused on visitor safety and 

making sure everybody goes home safe all weekend.

One of the things that our staff does, being 

here on the dunes, we are the first responders to the 

park for all of those EMS calls.  We have a great 

partnership with a lot of the responding agencies, but 

our staff is out there.  We have the specialty vehicles 

that get out there.  We know the area.  We are usually 

first on the scene to help out with medical, car 

accidents, vehicle accidents, general health incidents.  

We actually had an AED save this year.  I'm not 

sure a lot of you are familiar with AEDs.  Have you 

seen the walls in offices, nowadays it's got automated 
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external defibrillators.  If you know anything about 

the AEDs, to get saved is quite an extraordinary feat 

because it's all about timing.  Luckily enough, we had 

an AED save here on the beach this summer, so that was 

pretty exciting.  That was our staff addressing the 

public safety and being able to respond.  

Along with the enforcement action, our staff is 

involved with a lot of community outreach events as 

well.  We do a lot of job fairs for the high school, 

colleges in the area.  We do a lot of school 

presentations for the elementary kids all the way up to 

the college kids.  Our Mid-State Fair is a big -- it's 

an event our staff is involved with, as far as Cops and 

Kids and some other local community events.  So we're 

active in the community -- yeah, we're active in the 

community.

One of our newest additions is not Chris 

Hendricks, not the good-looking gentleman with the bald 

head, but the other good-looking gentleman there.  

That's Titus, our newest addition.  He came to us in 

2013.  So Chris and Titus have been canine partners 

since then.  They've been a great addition to the park.  

Chris is active not only in the enforcement realm -- 

Titus is crossed-trained in drug detection, but Chris 

has been a huge representative of the Department and 
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Parks and our park in particular.  He's been doing a 

lot of these public events, school presentations.  

And with that, I think it's a perfect segue into 

our allied agencies.  Not only Chris, but you heard 

from Commander Donovan and Chief Lehman yesterday.  

They gave us some kind words about having us in the 

area.  But we rely heavily on our allied partners.  

We've got great relationships with our local air 

ambulance, Cal Star, Cal Fire, CHP.  They help us out a 

lot -- area is provided here, but we've got a great 

relationship with our local agencies, too, CHP, the 

sheriff's office, Pismo Grover Beach PD, Arroyo Grande 

PD.  

We've got a great relationship out here, and it 

goes both ways.  We're helping them out all the time.  

They're helping us out all the time.  It's a fantastic 

operation to be a part of.  I wish I could take more of 

the credit, but I inherited a great operation to begin 

with.

A few other additions to our staff, we recently 

had an internal promotion.  One of our rangers was 

promoted to a sergeant.  A former supervisor, he's 

now -- I had a couple of new cadets come into the 

operation in the last two years.  We had one out of 

each academy.  
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Our biggest -- no one will mention, not by 

coincidence, he happened to show up, but Robert Tolin 

retired.  He's back behind my right shoulder in the 

back.  It wasn't planned, I promise.  But Robert Tolin 

spent 29 years, 29-plus years, here as a peace officer 

and as a supervisor, 34 years I believe in State Parks 

in total.  So a great asset to the park and a great 

representative all around, great mentor to a lot of our 

staff, especially our lifeguard staff.  We're going to 

miss him, but he's not too far away.  We talk about 

building connections, and some are easier than others 

to build, but we have a good one here because Robert's 

daughter is one of our lifeguards.  So that kind of 

brings us in the lifeguard program.

So we build those connections.  Katie Tolin is a 

very talented, bright individual.  I would like to say 

that we can groom her to come into our ranks as a 

permanent lifeguard, but I think she's got some bigger 

and brighter future planned for her.  So we can always 

hope that she'll be back to us.

But Brent mentioned our different recreational 

activities here.  We have the riding.  We have all of 

the activities on the beach.  We have regular 

sunbathing.  We have tons of visitors coming from 

Europe, a lot of international visitors, plus our 
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locals, surfing, jet skiing, sailing, kite surfing, 

windsurfing, horseback riding -- we've got it all on 

the beach.  And luckily I've got a great seasonal staff 

to handle all of the public safety that has to deal 

with that interface.  

Just this past year, these guys had 30 rescues.  

The picture here was just from this past summer, the 

triple rescue.  We had plenty of staff on scene, and 

they actually made -- all three of them went in the 

water and grabbed the distressed swimmers.  They make 

about 2300 contacts.  That's just basic aquatic safety 

contacts, and then they're also helping us out, just 

like the rest of our staff, answering people's 

questions, talk about rules and regulations of the 

park.  They do that on a daily basis, and they make 

about 10,000 of those this past year.  And their year, 

keep in mind, is June to September basically, only here 

about four months.  I've got some staff that sticks 

around throughout the year, but most of them are 

college kids or high school kids.  So some pretty great 

statistics for such a short window period of having a 

program here.  But we are proud of the program.  

Another program we're really proud of is our 

Junior Lifeguard Program.  We just finished up our 

second year of that.  We had 30 kids involved.  That 
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was double from what we had last year, and we expect to 

delay again this year.  It's been a great program.  

It's been developing some great responses from our 

community.  

Again, we talk about kind of building those 

connections and serving the underprivileged or 

underserved areas of communities.  We've got a great 

program here where we have partnership with one of our 

local businesses.  They donate their bus to get the 

kids -- actually the majority of the first year 

participants are from the Santa Maria area.  So we're 

getting kids out here that may not have access to the 

beach, haven't been here before, and we are going to 

introduce them to this whole new life, surfing and 

swimming and lifesaving.  So it's been a great 

partnership.  So we have a lot to be proud of for this 

program, and we look forward to expanding it here.  

Most important for the kids, it's a great 

learning tool.  I remember the first day this year, you 

know, you get there, all of these little kids, nine- to 

16-year-olds standing around looking at each other, not 

really talking to each other, not knowing what to do.  

You go to the end-of-the-year banquet, six weeks later, 

these guys are all buddies having a great time, a lot 

of life-building skills, a lot of camaraderie it 
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builds, as well as a lot of good public safety, water 

awareness and CPR skills.  So it's a great program.  

As you were witness to yesterday, we have an 

outstanding interpretation program as well.  Danielle 

has a staff of five seasonal interpreters that help her 

out.  Otherwise, it's Danielle and her volunteers and 

docents.  Again, we're reaching over 125,000 visitors 

every year, offering about 660 programs.  That's our 

traditional campfire programs, our Junior Ranger 

Program.  It's also the schoolroom presentations, 

schools coming to us going to the Butterfly Grove, and 

it's our informal walks and talks.  We've got an 

amazing program that we do an amazing amount of work 

with what we have here, and it's been real successful.  

Obviously, our Butterfly Grove is one of the 

most visited attractions, the most well-known.  Our 

official count for Thanksgiving was about 29,000, 

almost 30,000 -- the formal count of last week was 

about 34,000.  So we're on track for an overall 

population about basically the same as it was last 

year.  And I then had Ron help me with some prep for 

this.  We've been the top three overwinter sites within 

the Western United States consistently.  So it's pretty 

amazing.  

Great resource here.  We all have great people 
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to help us share it and showcase it.  And those people, 

of course, are all our volunteers and docents.  If it 

wasn't for them, 664 programs, 125,000 people wouldn't 

be able to be managed if it wasn't for them.  It's just 

Danielle here and her five seasonals, so if we didn't 

have them, we wouldn't be able to reach that group.  

We do have our docents and volunteers involved 

with our visitor center and the Butterfly Grove.  The 

majority of our volunteers are a little over 100.  

We've got another group, our OHV volunteers, that help 

us, are our eyes and ears out in the riding area, help 

out with lost riders.  They help us out on incident 

scenes and scene management for the public safety side 

of things.  

Our mounted volunteer program, they help us out 

as well, again eyes and ears, our equestrians.  And, 

again, our biggest contributor, our biggest group, is 

our Butterfly docents and volunteers.  So, again, 

without our park aides and all of our volunteers, these 

programs literally wouldn't be able to be advertised 

and offered to the public.  We are without doubt very 

happy and very pleased that we have them available.  

So with that, if you have any questions, I'd be 

happy to answer them.  But if not, I'll hand it over to 

Dena Bellman. 
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CHAIR SLAVIK:  I didn't hear anything about 

Off-Road PALs, or PAL, whatever we call them.  

RANGER PEARCE:  We have the CalPAL program here, 

and we offer -- Santa Maria in the past has been 

involved with that.  We haven't had any recent activity 

with anybody wanting to use our area, facilities and 

equipment for the PAL program, but we do have that 

resource available, and we are always open and 

welcoming to it.  Thanks.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Kevin, I have a couple of 

questions for you.  I didn't see any slides on ATV 

safety or ATV courses.  How many do you offer?  

RANGER PEARCE:  We have I think eight staff that 

are ASI instructors, and two of them have gone through 

the full process I guess to offer it to the general 

public and youth.  I don't have my stats in front of 

me.  I prepared something for that report for Brent.  I 

don't have that in front of me.  

We had -- off the top of my head, I think for 

this year I know one instructor offered about eight 

classes.  I think the other six -- two instructors are 

new, so I think the other four had offered between them 

maybe another two to three classes each.  And then 

those are -- you know, it's relatively low attendance, 

usually three or four individuals per class.  And a lot 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

203

of our training is allied agencies, the folks that come 

out here and help us.  One of our staff is going 

through the course as well.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I have one more question for 

you.  Recently you were quoted in The Star Tribune, a 

news article, and you said in terms of ATV safety and 

the child that was -- the four-year-old that was 

riding, you said, "Is it a perfect system?"  You were 

asked that, and you said no.  Could it be improved upon 

for rider safety, and you said, "Absolutely.  But those 

are the guidelines we have."  

So my question to you is:  How could safety be 

improved?  What would be your suggestion?  Because I 

certainly made some comments earlier today, but I was 

just kind of curious about your opinion, what you 

thought.  

RANGER PEARCE:  It's a bigger picture than what 

we can have and solve here at Oceano Dunes, that's for 

sure.  I think the first step is what's already been 

talked about, and that's getting this OHV safety 

committee, get that committee up and start addressing 

these bigger statewide issues.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  So you think there are some 

concerns statewide versus here at Oceano Dunes?  

RANGER PEARCE:  We work within the statewide 
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rules and regulations found in the Vehicle Code.  So 

that's how we operate, and that's what we follow.  We 

can definitely -- yeah, those are our guidelines that 

we operate within.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Thank you.  

DENA BELLMAN:  Good afternoon.  Dena Bellman, 

associate parks and recreation specialist for Oceano 

Dunes District.  I know everybody has been talking 

about their staff, but mine is me.  I'm it, me, myself 

and I.  I think Catherine thinks she works with me now, 

or I would like to take Catherine and work with me.  

I do have a fabulous part-time staff.  I think 

you met Robin yesterday.  She kind of kept us in coffee 

and snacks all day.  So she's amazing, and she catches 

every ball every time I throw it and manages to keep up 

with me because we're on the run most of the time.

But I'm going to talk to you today a little bit 

about the planning efforts at Oceano Dunes District.  

So we're going to start with our marketing and outreach 

programs, which as you can tell with our complex parks, 

this is a really great way that we have to be able to 

get -- make changes in perception and behavior in the 

park.  

2010, we created a mobile marketing program 

consisting of a 24-foot trailer with five interactive 
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exhibits.  And as I said, the intention was to increase 

public knowledge about the park operation as well as 

change perception and behavior of the park visitors.  

This being the 150th Anniversary of State Parks, 

our largest outreach effort was at the California 

Mid-State Fair in Paso Robles.  The Oceano Dunes 

interpretation and maintenance team, which you've heard 

throughout this whole time -- I won't repeat how much 

we all work together to create change.  

So our interpretation and maintenance teams 

along with some staff from the San Luis Obispo Coastal 

District came together and collaborated and built seven 

additional exhibits for the fair, and they represented 

all of the State Parks in San Luis Obispo County.  We 

as a group received a lot of accolades for that.  Even 

just the other day, this was in July, I heard another 

compliment on our efforts.  We have an extremely 

talented maintenance staff.  They built all of the 

exhibits and installed all of them for us, and it was a 

huge success.  

So these exhibits all had activities and 

information about the history and recreational 

opportunity at all of our different parks in San Luis 

Obispo County.  Our staff interacted with about 25,000 

fair goers, so that was a really successful exhibit.
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Our second largest thing we did this year was at 

the Sand Sport Super Show.  We do attend this each 

year.  Each year our outreach team travels to Costa 

Mesa, and we interacted with over 7500 visitors this 

year.  We educated on public safety, natural hazards, 

respecting the land, the Tread Lightly! principles of 

off-roading.  You saw a little bit of that in our jeep 

display yesterday, so that was just such a huge 

attraction.  We had everyone signing up and taking a 

little exam, which we didn't have you guys take 

yesterday, but it was great to see everybody standing 

in line with their certificate ready to go.

So we talked about Tread Lightly! and 

off-roading, in addition to the 150th Anniversary and 

the history of State Parks.  This was a bit smaller 

exhibit for the Sand Show and predominantly talked 

about the Oceano Dunes District.

We saw some of our concessions yesterday, so I'm 

going to move on to our concessions operation.  We have 

ten different concessions that operate in the Oceano 

Dunes District.  Five off-highway vehicle rental, one 

Hummer tour, a mobile sewage pumping and fresh water 

renewal company, camp trailer rentals, a towing service 

and the Pismo State Beach Golf Course and Fins 

Restaurant, which we visited yesterday.  Those ten 
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concessions in 2013 paid rent to the State of nearly 

$700,000, and that would be to the Off-Highway Vehicle 

Trust Fund and created over $7 million in gross 

receipts.

We will move on to my next hat, which is special 

projects.  When we were at Fins yesterday, we talked a 

little bit about the visitor center.  I did give you 

guys an update in February of this year at that 

Commission meeting.  Information on the history is also 

in our staff report, so I won't go too far into that.  

But I will mention that it has been in the works for 

over 30 years.  When it was initiated, of course, Pismo 

State Beach was under the General Parks Commission, and 

then in 2004 when we -- when the Oceano Dunes District 

took over management of Pismo State Beach and then we 

became managers of that project.

Part of that did include the creation of the 

joint powers authority between the City of Grover Beach 

and State Parks.  Currently progress continues.  We're 

working on improvements to the North Beach Campground 

Dump Station, which will be the relocation that's 

required for the concession contract for the Grover 

Beach Lodge and Conference Center.  

We're also working on the Pacific Crossing 

easement.  These folks have a grant of easement with 
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State Parks for the fiberoptics that come in through 

Grand Avenue and into the city of Grover Beach.  These 

fiberoptics are coming in from Japan and going out to 

South America.  They do have a vault for this easement 

that will be located near the entrance to the lodge 

project, so there are some concerns.  We need to make 

sure that we're protecting that because obviously 

fiberoptics coming in is a significant easement.

Probably the one thing we're going to see coming 

up next is going to be some improvements to West Grand 

Avenue.  The City of Grover Beach has some funding to 

do these improvements, and as you look at these, you'll 

see on the south side -- I'm sorry, on the north side, 

which will be the top side of Grand Avenue, we're going 

to be putting in some nice meandering sidewalks, and 

then on the south side there's going to be a DG type of 

a path for equestrians to still access the Grand Dunes 

Trail.  So that work should be started in about one 

month.

You've heard a lot about this visitor center, so 

you can tell we're really excited about it.  The 

visitor center project is coming up.  We're going to be 

starting construction approximately March of 2015.  

We've talked a lot about it, but it will be -- being 

built in the Pismo State Beach Oceano Dunes Campground.  
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It's going to cause the closure of the campground for 

the majority of the year; however, we will be moving 

the kiosk down.  As you look to the slide, you can see 

on the upper left-hand side the kiosk will be relocated 

further down the road.  We'll be creating a nice 

parking area for the visitor center, and then the 

visitor center will be located on the bottom right of 

that slide.  It will cause a total loss of one campsite 

to the hookup area of Oceano Campground.  

But I think overall we're going to be getting 

some new staff housing -- not housing, offices.  It 

feels like we work there and live there, but.  So we 

will be getting some --  a little bit of administration 

office.  We're going to have a nice education room and 

then the visitor center, which is basically a museum.

The second part of this project includes an 

equipment storage building that's being built back in 

our maintenance department.  The property back there is 

adjacent to Highway 1, and this will afford us the 

opportunity to protect the extensive heavy equipment 

that is very difficult to replace, as you heard Desiree 

discuss.

Some other projects that we've been working on, 

we've got the Oso Flaco Lake improvements.  These are 

all proposed at this time.  We are looking at an 
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improved drainage system along the causeway, along with 

some visitor service improvements in the parking lot 

with a new shade ramada, picnic tables and vault 

toilets.  Initial plans for this improvement are 

completed.  Funding for the project, however, has not 

been identified.  

This year at Pismo State Beach Campground, we 

were able to install the shower token machines and do 

some ADA improvements to some campsites.  Next year 

we've got some ADA restroom improvements coming up.  

Those have all been identified, and they'll be 

installed in the early part of 2015.  We also have 

begun some initial planning steps for replacement of 

the two original restrooms to the Oceano Campgrounds 

back in the tent section.  So that will be very 

exciting because those are very, very old.

I think we're moving on to special events, so 

the other hat I wear is special events and filming.  So 

thus far in 2014, Oceano Dunes District has produced 

approximately 90 special events and approximately 20 

film shoots.  The district offers a unique diversity of 

recreational opportunities.  These opportunities offer 

consistently increasing requests for filming and 

special events.  It also brings the opportunities for 

any businesses that operate as concessions or through 
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permits in the park.  And, again, these businesses 

contribute significantly to the local economy.  

The special events vary from simple family 

reunions, weddings, corporate dinners, bonfires to kite 

boarding expeditions, the notorious Huckfest and the 

now annual Copacabana Beach Soccer tournament.  

Recent filming in the park has included vehicle 

commercials, music videos, fashion shoots, reality TV 

and miniseries episodes.  State Parks collaborates with 

Travel California and the California Travel and Tourism 

Commission in an effort to keep filming in California 

to benefit the local economies.  State Parks requires 

only cost recovery and minimal charges to the film 

productions as part of the draw to stay in California.  

The larger benefit obviously is to the communities 

surrounding those State Parks when those productions 

utilize the State Park, stay in the local hotel, feed 

their crews in our restaurants and hire a variety of 

local services and businesses.

So in conclusion, Pismo State Beach and Oceano 

Dunes truly offer unique recreation experiences and 

opportunities that are intrinsic to the local economy, 

history and treasured quality of life here.  So I'm 

happy to entertain any questions you may have.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Is there an update to the 
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lodge and conference center as far as it's been 30 

years?  

DENA BELLMAN:  There's a comprehensive timeline 

of all the different things that have gone on over 

time, but right now we're working on some of the 

infrastructure.  The City of Grover Beach is actually 

working on some financing scenarios, so those things 

will be a few months out.  We will be filing for the 

dump station application soon.  

The answer is really no.  We don't know exactly 

when that is; however, the beginning of 2015 we will be 

kind of reconciling that calendar back again now that 

the project is actually entitled through the City and 

Coastal Commission.  That was a huge step to get the 

project fully entitled.  Now that that's happened, we 

start moving on all of the different pieces.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Okay, great.  Thank you.

And then the last one I have is on competition 

or on events, permitted events.  Are competition events 

allowed to be permitted in this SVRA or not?  

DENA BELLMAN:  They are.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Thank you. 

DENA BELLMAN:  We assess every proposed event 

for all of its values and potential mitigations that 

are needed, but, yes, Huckfest is a competitive event.  
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I'm assuming you're talking just about off-road?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Yes.  Thank you.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I had a question.  

So the beach soccer tournament and the Huckfest, 

generally how many people are attending those events?  

DENA BELLMAN:  I should have grabbed my Huckfest 

attendance sheet.  We had approximately -- on Saturday 

of Huckfest, we had approximately 808 campers, and I 

believe it was just about 2200 day users.  We include 

all of the staff from the promoters, and so it's right 

at 2200 for the day use.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Is that 808 vehicles?  

DENA BELLMAN:  Yes.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  And do you have any 

numbers on the soccer tournament?  

DENA BELLMAN:  Last year's was relatively small.  

It was the first one they did, but they made a 

commitment to their calendar to hold them there every 

year because they have a lot of interest.  We're 

working on the time frame.  I believe they had about 

200 folks come to town for it.  It was relatively local 

except for the L.A. Galaxy crew came.  So they have a 

lot more interest for this year.  They set the time 

frame already.  So they were expecting close to six to 

800 this year.  
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I'll turn it back over to our superintendent, 

Brent Marshall. 

SUPT. MARSHALL:  It's a lot of numbers, it gets 

complicated, but I get excited when I see those 

presentations.  That is awesome, all of those numbers 

and amounts of -- miles of fence and people showing up 

and having a really good time.  

And to Dena's point, sometimes special events 

have a tendency to grow relatively quickly in this 

district, and we've been able to grow with them for the 

most part.  And when we need to make adjustments, we 

do.  And we've had a tremendous amount of success with 

that.  

I was just thinking the whole time, I wish Ken 

Wiseman was here.  We were talking about bussing kids 

in from Santa Maria, different socioeconomic 

backgrounds.  They have a full 30-day Junior Lifeguard 

Program, and they get the scholarships, the bussing, 

the uniforms.  Everything is completely free for those 

who qualify.  That is what State Parks is all about, 

not just OHV, and that's all State Parks.  

And you look at the outreach, we hear that State 

Parks is looking for direction on improving outreach 

and getting the message out.  And I mean you saw that 

trailer and the thousands of people we're meeting in a 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

215

relatively short amount of time.  That's -- those are 

just really neat things.

To answer Commissioner Pérez's question, in 2014 

we had two classes for ASI with ten adults; 2013, we 

had seven classes with 15 adults.  We have two people 

that teach the public.  Curt Linse is one of them.  We 

have a seasonal.  In 2010, we trained a couple of 

seasonals.  We've lost a few of those folks after that 

budget sweep that I was talking about, the highs and 

lows.  We weren't going to retrain those folks.

We did retrain -- or train two new people, so 

people that can train staff is six.  Those are the 

numbers that Kevin was alluding to.  He prepared this 

for me.  I'm sorry he didn't have that with him.  I 

didn't know he was going to be asked that question, but 

I'll be prepared to answer that for him.

Real quick, you guys are -- we're going to open 

this to public comment in a minute.  Before we close, I 

want to talk about the Air Pollution Control District 

Rule 1001 and some of the things we're doing here.  We 

talked a lot about safety and a lot about some of the 

neat things that are happening within the park.  

When you come to San Luis Obispo County, what 

people are talking about is the dust rule.  And as that 

conversation continues to build, there are people on 
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both sides of that.  I won't take one side or the 

other, but I will tell you some of the objective steps 

that we've taken to address the intent of that rule.  

November 2011, a month after the Commission was 

here -- you guys were here in October of 2011 -- 

Rule 1001 was adopted.  We took a lot of different 

iterative steps throughout the next couple of years.  

And May through July 2013, we did some assessment 

monitoring.  So there is a lot of stuff.  I'm just 

going to talk about a couple of highlights.  

April through June 2014, we did temporary wind 

fencing, and that was a massive project.  That's all of 

those contracts and all of those things that Desiree 

was talking about.  I'm glad she was able to go into 

some detail.  We can talk about that for another hour; 

we'll move on.  

In May 2015 -- I'm sorry, in the spring of 2015, 

we're going to be doing some more projects.  So the 

important thing to note here with the cooperation of 

APCD and ARB, we took our first steps last year in 

addressing the public concerns.  That was a great first 

step in the right direction.  This year we're en route 

to take another big step.  We're going to be in some 

cases doubling our efforts.  As I shared with you 

yesterday, there are people in the public that have 
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concerns about the dust, and we are here to address 

those folks' concerns. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Just a second, Brent, before you 

go on with that, where are we with that penalty that 

was going to be imposed by the Air Quality Control 

District?  

SUPT. MARSHALL:  There's been a couple of 

different ones.  There's been some timelines and some 

other things.  It depends on which one you're talking 

about.  But I will say that we're looking at different 

timelines.  We've educated all sides back and forth, 

permitting processes and things like that.  

In some cases we were held accountable for third 

party timelines, so the APCD have been able to work 

cooperatively.  In fact, we have members here that have 

been able to postpone some of those timelines as we 

delve into these processes and we all learn a little 

bit more about what it takes to get some of these 

things done.  

So the APCD has been very generous in moving 

timelines and being flexible as we've been able to 

demonstrate all of the loopholes that we've been able 

to jump through to get some of these things done, so 

it's been a big effort on all sides.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you. 
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SUPT. MARSHALL:  If that answers your questions?

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Yes.

SUPT. MARSHALL:  There have been a couple of 

timelines.  I've been with this project about 

four-and-a-half years.  As soon as I got here, it seems 

like it started, so there's been a couple of different 

iterations. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  The wall has moved.  We're not up 

against the wall anymore.

SUPT. MARSHALL:  More importantly, I think it's 

a conversation.  I think the wall is getting broken 

down.  People are talking.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Absolutely.  Good job.

SUPT. MARSHALL:  A couple hundred thousand 

dollars were spent over the years, and recently as we 

started to be able to get clear direction, be able to 

get permits in there working cooperatively with the 

Coastal Commission, we 've spent a couple of million 

dollars.  As you can see, over the course of the last 

couple of years, we've spent over $3 million.  

I shared some of these slides with folks 

yesterday.  This is a neat slide.  I think you can see 

it a little bit better today as opposed to the room we 

were in yesterday.  At the very top, you see a fringe 

of ocean there, so that's the west.  Then you have a 
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dark orange spot there.  That's 15 acres of sand 

fencing.  This here, through scientific analysis we've 

determined to move that sand fencing to the east, so 

closer to us, and also to the south, which will be 

behind those three veg islands there that you see.  And 

the size is probably going to be larger as well.  

You see some hay bales down on the bottom of 

that picture, so that would be east.  The very small 

there, there's a little blue dot, and then you can see 

the expansion of the blue dot.  There's vehicle and 

people putting out hay bales, so that's 30 acres of hay 

bales, and that's no small feat.  You want to talk 

about taking one step forward and a half a step back, 

try moving a 60-pound hay bale up a slip face, and 

that's what it looks like.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Has the fencing and hay bales 

helped in terms of reducing the dust into the 

neighboring areas?  

SUPT. MARSHALL:  There's been a really long -- 

I'm not dancing around this.  Desert Research Institute 

are the experts.  They've talked to Ronnie about it, 

and Ronnie is a scientist.  But none of us are experts 

in the field like DRI.  These people go all around the 

world, and they're talking about a lot of different 

things.  
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Will Harris mentioned saltation yesterday, so we 

do know that it's changed saltation, but we're looking 

into the emissivity of a particular thing.  It's called 

PM10.  So we're looking into that.  DRI is still 

analyzing that.  People are going, how come it takes a 

year?  

And, again, if you would like me to continue, I 

can go a little bit further, and Ronnie can go even 

further even still, but at the end of the day, I think 

the important thing for people to understand is it's 

very careful scientific analysis with very sensitive 

equipment.  There is a lot of quality control, and 

we're starting to get those answers fine-tuned.  But 

even after a year, we still don't have those things 

completely answered. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  And I might add, part of the 

reason we take so much effort to make sure we've got it 

just right -- because I know to some folks at times it 

seems like we're just dragging our feet.  

The truth of it is our budget has taken the same 

hit in the OHV Division that all of State Parks has 

taken.  We all took hits because of the state of the 

economy.  We've got a finite amount of resources to use 

to address the problem.  So we're trying to make sure 

that when we do something, that we squeeze every bit of 
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reduction of PM10 we can out of every dollar we spend, 

so little adjustments like moving the hay bales from 

one spot to another or rearranging how you do the 

fencing.  If the scientists can show us a way to take 

all those hay bales and reduce more dust with the same 

hay bales by putting them in a different location or a 

different pattern, that's what we're looking for, is 

the best way to get this done. 

SUPT. MARSHALL:  And one of the compliments I've 

been hearing lately is that you guys aren't moving 

fast, so that's a good thing because the first thing 

was we weren't moving, we're weren't taking the steps.  

They're saying, you're not doing the right thing.  Now 

we're taking big steps in the right direction.  Now 

they're saying, you're not doing it fast enough.  I'm 

like, okay, that's okay.  We can move quicker -- like 

you just heard stated, it's a huge impact on the 

district staff.  This wasn't something that we were 

permitted for in 1982 to do.  So we're doing all of 

these things with obligation of scientific experts and 

a couple of contracts but no additional people.

Future efforts, we're going to be doing a 

control monitoring site in April of 2015, so that's 

another piece of scientific equipment we are going to 

have in the Oso Flaco area.  You've heard us mention 
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that.  That's a non-riding area.  That will give us a 

control, so in other words, there is no one spot that's 

going to be identical north or south, but it will give 

us an idea of what our mitigations are doing for 

off-road vehicle activities as opposed to what sands 

are moving in areas that are not open to off-road 

vehicle activity.  

Install temporary dust control projects, I 

already explained that, how we are revising that 

through our scientific analysis.  And we are expecting 

even better success this year.  And then we're 

circulating a revised draft EIR in support of coastal 

development permits, so pretty good stuff.  

I know there's a lot of folks that are concerned 

about the temporary projects that are in the riding 

area, but it is informing us on how to move forward.  

It is helping us demonstrate that we're concerned about 

the public in the area that we work and operate in.  As 

Kevin said, we have hundreds of volunteers here.  We 

have hundreds of employees and seasonals.  We want to 

be a good community member.  We're part of this 

community, as well.  If there are concerns about dust, 

we're going to address those, as well as all of the 

positive things referring to the economy and to the 

recreation use and the folks here.
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So that ends that.  Is there any specific 

questions on dust things I'll just wrap up?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I had a question.  

Are you receiving cooperation now from the 

Coastal Commission on permitting?  I remember that had 

been kind of a sticky issue for a while. 

SUPT. MARSHALL:  Yeah, there was a 

chicken-and-egg thing going on for a while.  I'll just 

say that egg has hatched.  So we're moving forward.  We 

were saying, hey, can we get a permit?  They're saying, 

what are you going to do?  We're saying, well, we think 

we're going to do this.  And then we would ask the 

APCD, what do you want us to do?  And they said, well, 

we're thinking that you guys should do the analysis.  

We try to do the analysis, and then we were fine-tuning 

that.  And then that discussion was going in a circle.  

ARB came in.  So ARB, APCD and State Parks is getting 

to a spot.  We're saying this is what we want to do.  

Coastal is saying, okay, you want to do that, we can 

permit that.  These things take a lot of time.  Like I 

said, we're hearing a very kind compliment, it's not 

fast enough.  So I think we're heading in the right 

direction.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Great, thanks.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  And I had one question, 
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too.  I just wanted to know what the feedback was from 

the community that was concerned about the particulate 

matter in the air with what you guys are doing.  

SUPT. MARSHALL:  You guys will probably hear 

some public comment.  There's a lot -- as this 

discussion has been moving forward and it's getting 

bigger, the sides have really gained momentum on both 

sides of the discussion.  I'm sure we'll let the public 

speak for themselves.  

We're hearing people say, not enough, for sure 

in this community.  But we're doing everything we can 

within the parameters of the law and state regulations 

and Government Code to do as much as we can.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Yes, that's the age old 

thing.  It's not -- inside government or government 

agency, it seems like everything moves at a glacial 

pace compared to just, you know, outside regular 

business-type practices, but there's laws and 

regulations, like you said, that you have to mind.  You 

have to pay attention to all of them.  So you're 

restricted by how fast you can move by those issues.  

SUPT. MARSHALL:  Real quick, so I forgot to 

mention that in 2012 December, Andy Zilke, very 

well-respected, long-time district superintendent 

retired, and I took over an interim job.  
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So then in September of 2013, it took them a 

year, but Phil and Maria and Chris called me, and with 

confidence they said, after an interview process, 

"Would you like the job?"  And I accepted.  So I took 

the job permanently December 1 of 2013.  So if you're 

watching your clock there, by 11 days I've been off 

probation, so that's a good thing.  So I can speak a 

little bit more easily.  Sorry, you guys are probably 

stuck with me for a while.

When I came off probation, I had a couple of 

private goals that I wanted to address, and natural 

cultural resource protection, I saw --  a big elephant 

in the natural cultural resource room is the ACT.  And 

I thought we should get that done.  So you could tell 

how new I was.  

At end of a full year, we're going to have a 

meeting in the next week or a couple of weeks where 

we're going to be discussing the fourth chapter of a 

seven-chapter process.  So we're over halfway done.  

And, again, for a state agency, that's awesome.  I 

can't say enough about Ronnie Glick's help and then our 

friends from MIG now, formerly TRA -- Paula is over 

there as well.  

So we're really working on this, on this massive 

document that in my opinion is equivalent to a General 
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Plan.  We did pretty well on it.  We made a lot of 

progress.  And we've been talking in circles on that 

for -- that's about a 12-year process, and about five 

years ago, we were -- after seven or eight years, we 

were no closer than when we started.  In fact, we might 

have been further, if that's even possible.  We're 

moving forward on that.  That's great.  

For recreation, there was a buzz word about two 

years ago called legacy, and people were retiring and 

talking about that.  And for me still relatively new in 

my career, I thought about bringing children into the 

park and the Junior Guard Program and how that could 

develop a legacy, people that are part of this 

community, people that can be a junior guard, people 

that can be a seasonal guard.  Like Kevin said, all of 

us would like to have more folks there to address 

public safety needs whether a small child steps on a 

campfire or, you know, cuts their hand on a piece of 

glass in the campground.  

These seasonal lifeguards can address serious 

medical conditions, ATV crashes and all of the things 

that happen for a relatively low cost.  And then a lot 

of them become -- eventually can be permanent employees 

either here or in the state.  And as Kevin said, we 

doubled our Junior Guard Program.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

227

Third, I would like to say there are -- I was -- 

fiscal responsibility was a big thing really last year.  

And so with the support from Phil and Maria and Chris 

Conlin, we worked an antiquated contract where we were 

getting a percentage of what they call advanced 

collections.  So the State and the Reserve America 

Project says, hey, we'll take money.  We'll get it, and 

then -- so if you call like January and say I want to 

be camping in July 4th, they actually don't take that 

money until July 4th.  So there is this advanced 

collection process where that money is just sitting 

there and then it hits.  When it hits, we were getting 

a percentage of it.  

With Phil and Maria and Chris Conlin's support, 

we were able to get now a separate process.  So when 

people call to go to the SVRA, that money goes into the 

OHV Trust Fund for the first time since Reserve America 

has been covering that.  That could be anywhere to 

about a 350 to $500,000 windfall, and that just started 

July 1 this year.  So that's awesome.  That's a couple 

hundred thousand dollars we put in.  Dena said another 

hundred thousand dollars from concessions.  And then we 

were able to get, again with Division support, another 

$300,000.  

When I first got here, we needed $500,000 to run 
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those campgrounds.  We are bringing in 1.3 million in 

revenue.  So we brought another 300,000, so that's 

about $750,000 of money that we're putting into the 

Trust Fund that we weren't doing last year.  That's 

awesome.  So you know what's going to happen next?  I'm 

going to ask for positions.  We'll wait for that down 

the road.  

So fiscal responsibility, reworking some 

antiquated contracts, getting a lot of Division 

support.  Those things don't take place at my level.  

They go way up.  But all of our staff were punching 

those numbers and making things work in the time that 

it happened, so it's really good.

That brings us into service-based programming.  

We want to talk about where you guys are.  We talked 

about some of the projects, a lot of the things that 

we're doing.  We have some big-time projects, natural 

cultural resource protection, the APCD concerns and 

these things.  

Here is the vehicle counts for SVRAs, so you can 

hear that there are other people that are, you know, 

riding on BLM lands and other lands.  When you go to 

SVRAs in California, 65 percent of the vehicles coming 

through the gate are coming through Oceano Dunes 

District.  The reason that vehicles are important is 
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because that's associated with fuel tax, possible Green 

Stickers, those kinds of things.  So the attendance, 

obviously pretty much the same.  

So one is revenues coming in, things going into 

the trust.  One is service, so about the same, because 

people are coming, vehicles make sense.  But one is 

what we're bringing in.  The other is the people that 

we're reaching, so that's pretty neat.

Concession and rent, as we talked about 

yesterday, over three-quarters -- that was the$600,000 

number I gave from the 2011 assessment.  As you heard 

from Dena this year, another over $700,000 for the 

district.  This is kind of neat when you look at the 

district and these -- this is the SVRA budget, and then 

you see the attendance there.  So that's that 64 

percent number.  

So when you're looking at that -- and the 

purpose of this isn't to talk disparaging.  These have 

all been out to these other districts.  These other 

districts' superintendents are personal friends of 

mine, and all of them are well-respected colleagues.  

You've been out there.  You know they're doing work.  

We have a benefit of a geographic area that's small, so 

we have an efficiency here.  

So this isn't me saying let's reallocate funds.  
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Phil and Maria make the dispersions.  I do not second 

guess them.  I trust their judgment, and I know that 

the money that they're giving is for rules, 

regulations, those things.  I'm not asking to change 

this at all.  But what I am going to do is share with 

the efficiency of the staff here and hard-working staff 

that we have.  

When you look at the SVRA attendance, you see 

that when you're going through a gate at an SVRA -- 

that's not BLM land or other things that Ed was talking 

about -- you're talking about people going through a 

gate, 64 percent of them are coming through the Oceano 

Dunes' gate.  And that's Curt Linse putting up fence 

and his crew.  That's Kevin Pearce's crew providing 

good information.  That's Desiree cutting the contracts 

to make that work.  That's Ronnie keeping a successful 

natural and cultural resource balance.

When you look at the costs, we're -- it's 

inverted.  So when you spend a dollar at Oceano Dunes, 

you're -- that dollar is hitting four people, and 

that's awesome.  So that's a really neat thing to share 

with the public, to say that when we're spending money 

here at Oceano Dunes, we are doing it in the right way.

Total receipts, so that's just general revenue.  

This is a 2011 study.  We're going to try to do another 
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one of these.  But when people are going through our 

gate, we're also having a direct impact of 100 million.  

So 25 percent of our attendance is staying in a hotel.  

Those hotels need people to work, restaurants.  They're 

buying ice.  They're watching movies, and they're going 

to the mall.  We have a new outlet mall here.  

So this is just some of our things that you've 

seen before, some our economic impact and things.  And 

this is a quote from the bill that Abraham Lincoln 

signed and the Assembly land grant for the state, that 

the premises should be held for public use, resort and 

recreation and should be inalienable for all time.  

So when people say, hey, you know what, we're 

not supposed to talk about money, you know, we're 

Parks.  We supposed to be talking about Parks things.  

I think that being fiscally responsible is important.  

So I wanted to just wrap it up on that, and I 

wanted to thank all of the staff.  I was going to carry 

on, but I know I've talked too much.  You guys have 

seen the staff I get to work with.  I just can't say 

enough about each and every one of them, so thanks.  A 

lot of information.  I can answer questions if you have 

any, or I can call other folks up. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I want to thank you very much, 

you and your staff, for all of the work you've put into 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

232

this presentation and yesterday, et cetera, et cetera, 

so good job.  

(Audience applause.)  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I guess we've got to do public 

comment first, and then the Commission can follow up.  

What are we going to do with the SPI representative 

here, Amber, and that discussion?

SUPT. MARSHALL:  I'm sorry.  She was scheduled 

to discuss that in Mark Hada's public safety comments. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  That was part of the Director's 

report. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  We still plan on having her do 

that.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  I just didn't want to lose 

that.  

Can we get some public comment?  Robert Tolin, 

do you want to get your two cents in here?  

ROBERT TOLIN:  Yes.  Thanks for letting me talk.  

I took a couple of minutes to write down some stuff.  

After working for 29 years for Oceano Dunes, I 

retired this last November.  And while I was working at 

Oceano Dunes, I got a chance to see a lot of work that 

we did and was part of a lot of the work that's going 

on and continues to happen there.  

I want to give support not only to the OHV 
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committee, which you guys throughout -- without you 

guys, we wouldn't get the support to the district or to 

the Division, I believe, without your support.  So I 

really appreciate that, working there.

But I wanted to also recognize our staff and 

encourage the Commission and through Phil to fulfill 

their needs and help make their needs happen at the 

district level.  As you saw through all of the slides 

and everything that they've been doing, it's a lot of 

work.  And public safety was one of the ones, the 

outreach to school groups, to kids, the ATV safety.  

Those are the kinds of things that they're going to 

continue to need your assistance with in providing -- 

however Phil can do that and however you guys can work 

with Phil and the Legislature, give us more bodies and 

be able to staff up and be able to adequately go out 

and reach out to the community.  The schools are super 

important.  That will help a lot.

As far as the dust goes, working there for 29 

years at ground zero, I pretty much guess that that's 

an important direct impact of working that dust.  That 

hasn't seemed to hurt my health at all.  So when you 

hear a lot of people say bad things about the dust, 

well, dust, yeah, is bad.  I don't like to breath dust 

either.  But I've been working in it for 29 years, and 
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as of the last two statewide lifeguard regional 

competitions, I've been able to beat 50 percent of the 

ocean lifeguards whenever we do our long ocean 

lifeguard swim.  So for whatever reason, the dust 

hasn't killed me that much.  Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Don Amador.

DON AMADOR:  In the interest of time, I'm going 

to pass due to the long sand report.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  Ed Waldheim.

ED WALDHEIM:  In the interest of time, I'll let 

it go.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  John Stewart followed by Dave 

Pickett.  

JOHN STEWART:  John Stewart, California 

Association of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs.  

I've been leafing through a copy of this 

economic impact report.  And while listening to the 

presentation, I find that this is a very good report.  

It lists a lot of good beneficial information.  

There is one thing that I kind of question that 

if they do this again in the future, I would challenge 

them to look at a comparison to what the SVRA does in 

relation to the local economy for the "all other" 

category.  I can't seem to find any definitive point of 

what is the true impact of the SVRA in relation to the 
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rest of the county as far as hotel nights, meals in 

restaurants and any other income tax or sales tax 

information. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Isn't that what Brent just talked 

about?

SUPT. MARSHALL:  It's in there.  

JOHN STEWART:  I was kind of looking for it.  I 

really didn't see it as to what percentage the SVRA is 

with the rest of the economy within the county. 

SUPT. MARSHALL:  Someone reported that it's a 

separate report.  I apologize for that.  So we do have 

that study, but we will share that.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  

Dave Pickett.  

DAVE PICKETT:  Dave Pickett, District 36 

Motorcycle Sports Committee.  

Last time we had a meeting down here, it was a 

little more tense than this one.  That's for sure.  I'd 

like to hear a little recap on the Friends of Oceano 

Dunes versus the APC District down here and how that 

has affected how they're moving forward.  

And I know Mr. Jenkins has taken a personal 

interest in this from day one, and I fell out of my 

chair when $3 million has been invested with the park 

still open, so that's pretty freaking awesome.  
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I just wanted to know the community -- after 

having lunch yesterday with one of the ladies, I can't 

remember her name, she was just elected, but she made 

it very clear that this facility is crucial to this 

county from an economic -- socioeconomic standpoint.  

So we've got a county agency that's trying to close it 

on behalf of a small segment of the population.  What 

I'm saying on behalf of our membership is keep up the 

good fight, guys.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  

I have several of you that I have cards from 

that want to talk about the ATV safety issue, and there 

was maybe a little bit of overlap here, but we're going 

to cover that.  You guys will get your time up at the 

podium.  

So at this point do we want to take a -- yeah, 

it's four o'clock.  She needs a break.  We have to make 

sure that Cheryl is happy.  So let's break for ten 

minutes maximum, ten after 4:00.

(Returned at 4:07 from a break starting at 3:53 p.m.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  We'll reconvene the OHMVR 

Commission meeting.

AGENDA ITEM VII (B) - BLM REPORT

CHAIR SLAVIK:  BLM is going to step forward.

Now, remember, we just did public comment on the 
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SVRA, and I called on folks that declined.  But there 

are still some questions on the ATV safety, et cetera, 

and that's -- your time is coming, folks.  We have 

Forest Service and BLM reports.  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  All right.  Good afternoon, 

Commissioners, staff and general public.  Thank you 

very much for letting BLM participate in the program 

and also giving this quick presentation.

Actually, my presentation will be fairly quick 

since my staff, Connie and Randy, talked about DRECP.  

Unless you have further questions about DRECP, I'll 

address those.  

Otherwise, luckily for me, I have Karl Symons, 

who is the Ridgecrest Field Office manager, who is 

actually going to speak on WEMO, and Gabe Garcia, our 

field office manager from our Bakersfield Field Office, 

and Harrison Friedman, who is our outdoor recreation 

planner, who also will be speaking on our Bakersfield 

OHV opportunities.

The one thing I will be discussing is the youth 

conference, and, Commissioner Cabral, thank you very 

much for attending.  When I invited him to attend, I 

don't think he realized I was actually going to put him 

to work.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I found that out when I 
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walked in. 

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  So he had the opportunity to 

participate in what we call our Listening Circles.  So 

every five minutes a group of ten youth or so rotated, 

and he got to tell his story about working in outdoors 

and his participation in the outdoor programs.  So he 

stuck around through that, and then also through our 

partnership meeting that we had.  

So the youth conference itself, we had 

somewhere -- you know, prior to I had somewhere around 

400 youth registered, and by the end of the conference 

we had over 500 that actually participated because we 

had college students that ended up participating.  So 

we did that in partnership with Sac State and 

particularly the camp program that hosted us.  

What was really encouraging this year was that 

we had over 50 partners that also participated.  We had 

an expo, and it was career-oriented because we were at 

a college campus.  As part of that expo, we did have 

private industry there.  So that was something I 

brought in this year, was to incorporate private 

industry since they're so important to our outdoor 

activities, as we know, with all of the concessionaires 

here.

The OHV Division and Boating and Waterways and 
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the Parks and Rec all participated in the expo, and 

actually Parks and Rec was actually part of the cadre, 

which was really nice to have the state perspective as 

part of our planning project.

One of the things that developed out of the 

conference was our director, Jim Kenna, decided to 

approach the Secretary of the Interior with the youth 

initiative.  That was kind of developed out of our 

partnership gatherings.  And so what we did was we did 

a callout to the field offices and some of our partners 

and asked them to submit proposals on how we could 

develop our youth program within California.  It didn't 

matter whether you're state government or private 

industry or whatever it is, just forwarding the 

Secretary's initiative of getting the kids in the 

outdoors, in the great outdoors.  

So with that, just before I left, I packaged the 

proposal for our director because he was doing a quick 

trip to Washington, D.C.  We had over $11 million worth 

of submissions, and that was just within a week of a 

quick reach-out to folks.  

Tina and I are talking about putting together 

something related to the OHV Division.  The Rec 

Division did submit a proposal.  They proposed four new 

camp trailers, and those -- Fam camp trailers, and 
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those will be actually on BLM or Forest Service land, 

not stationed at an SVRA or Parks area.  So like we 

could have it sitting at El Mirage or something like 

that.  So that's a possibility.  And also outreaching 

to universities and colleges so they could be hired as 

youth interns during our busy seasons and directed 

under State Parks but working on federal lands.  Kind 

of different, huh?  

So that's one of our proposals, to kind of give 

you an example of how leveraging our partnerships as 

much as possible to create opportunities for youth.  

We're still in development of the proposals.  Our 

director would like something done by -- the complete 

package finished by mid January.  He gave me that much 

time at least to put something together.  So I'll be 

getting that together and packaging it up so he can 

take it and present it to the Secretary.  So we are 

kind of skirting around actually BLM and going directly 

to the Secretary with these opportunities.

One thing, I did want to talk about safety 

really quickly.  Our Redding office has training.  

Ridgecrest does.  As you know, El Mirage has courses, 

and also our Palm Springs at the dunes they have -- not 

Palm Springs.  El Centro, they also have a program.  So 

we have youth training programs in all of those 
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different field offices.  So we think it's important.  

Although quite a few of our employees are 

qualified to do the training, we tend not to do it.  We 

allow our partners -- we partner with someone, allow 

them to come in and do the training.  There's liability 

issues, kind of federal regulations and stuff.  So it 

depends.  It varies from field office to field office 

how we do that, so I just wanted to comment on that 

really quick.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'm sorry.  Are you saying 

that the ATV Safety Institute is who you are partnering 

with, and they provide the classes?  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  Either they did or, say, 

Friends of Jawbone would do the training.  You know, 

they have qualified people to do the training.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Okay.  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  That's how it's done.

So I'm going to go ahead and bring up Karl.  

He's going to talk about WEMO, which is another -- it's 

the 500-pound gorilla. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Before you go, Jane, were you 

responsible for that youth conference?  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  I was the deputy.  What 

happened was they asked me to step in and help out 

about four months ago to kind of get things organized a 
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little, and they brought me in as a deputy.  I 

instituted the command thing.  That's me fired, right?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I guess my question is:  Where 

did the actual idea come from?  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  Actually, this is the third 

year we've had it, so it actually came from one of 

our -- the actual idea came from our old EEO officer, 

and that was her dream, to have this youth conference.  

And the first youth conferences that we had were 

much smaller, 100 or so folks, and one was in Southern 

California, and one was in Sacramento.  So we actually 

had two.  And then last year we had 250, and then this 

year we're over 500. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So you heard that we're talking 

about a recreation conference or recreation summit this 

summer with the direction to reaching out to the 

underserved youth.  That's been kind of a goal of this 

Commission and the Division as well, is to move that 

direction.  I'm hoping we're not duplicating efforts, 

that we should probably figure out how to coordinate 

these things, don't you think?  If you guys are going 

one way -- 

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  So, yes.  I mean if you're 

going to -- I thought your recreation conference was 

the -- this is how I understood your conference was to 
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be is all of the different agencies sitting around 

trying to figure out the problems.  If it's that, 

that's one thing.  You don't want the high schoolers to 

come to that type of conference, because they hate 

talking heads.  But if you really want a true youth 

conference, yes.  I mean, like I said, the Division 

participates already in our conference. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I don't think we're talking about 

a youth conference this summer, per se.  We're talking 

about visioning and what we're already doing and how we 

can do it better.  So if you're taking that component 

of a yearly youth conference, you know, go for it, 

especially when you've already got collaborative 

efforts going on.  

I'm just saying we need to coordinate better if 

we're talking about kids in California. 

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  I agree.  Actually, I think 

Phil maybe, and Chris, could talk a little bit about 

that is already happening between the agencies, 

inter-agencies with the state government and some 

county governments.  I forgot what -- the name of the 

committee, Phil, youth something, something, something. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  Yeah. 

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  They're already doing that.  

Actually, the Forest Service initiated that, to get all 
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of the different agencies that involve youth, and that 

is already being talked about at, you know, the 

director level, not even at my level, so. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  You heard Parks Forward with Ken 

Wiseman, and it's a big initiative of theirs. 

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  And Parks Forward has been a 

part of those meetings, too, as I understand. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.  Any other comments 

for Jane?  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  I'm not going to leave.  

I'm going to bring up Karl.  

BLM MR. SYMONS:  Good afternoon, I'm Karl 

Symons.  I'm field manager of the Ridgecrest Office for 

BLM.  I want to thank Jane for inviting me to speak on 

this topic.  I was here to listen, and she asked me to 

talk about WEMO, which is the West Mojave Plan 

Amendment.  

The West Mojave Plan Amendment started -- the 

ROD was signed back in 2006.  It's predominantly a plan 

that addresses desert tortoises, Mojave ground squirrel 

and other conservation issues, and integrated in that 

are several other plans.  It took the 2003 

Transportation Plan and rolled it over into it, as well 

as the Fremont Plan for the Rand Mountains and some 

other earlier decisions that they put into it.
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After the ROD were signed, we were litigated -- 

we were sued.  In 2009, there was a summary judgment 

that the Court remanded the decision back to us in 

order to reevaluate part of the decisions that we made 

and issue a new ROD.  

Then in 2011, we got a remedy order which asked 

us to speed things along and also implement parts of 

the plan that we had already -- that we had signed in 

the ROD while we're trying to get the new decision out.  

And so that's what we've been doing, along with trying 

to do the new plan.  

And that's where the state -- the OHV Commission 

has been really helpful in that aspect.  We've been the 

beneficiary of a number of grants.  Our partners have 

gotten grants to help do the signing, do the 

rehabilitation.  It's helped to show that the lands can 

be managed out there and that we have that capability 

to do that.  

Right now we are getting ready to issue the 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Supplemental.  

That should come out probably the first part of 

February.  We're on kind of a tight time frame for it.  

After that comes out, there will be a 90-day comment 

period, and we have to have the final ROD signed and 

back to the Court by September of 2015.  So we don't 
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have a whole lot of flexibility in the time frames as 

we're going.  We still have to get the transportation 

plans put together for that.

One of the things I'd like to give you a few 

highlights of things that I think you guys might find 

interesting as the plan comes out, the original WEMO 

plan that came out analyzed a little over 9,000 miles 

of road, and we designated 5,098 miles on it.  

Going back with the technology that we have with 

aerial imagery and digitizing, for this new plan we've 

identified over 15,000 miles of linear disturbances.  

So we're analyzing a lot more roads than what we did in 

the first one.  And trying to run -- and running every 

single one of those, every segment actually, there are 

over 250,000 segments.  Running those through 

minimization criteria and looking at each one in order 

to decide which ones that -- we want to remain open and 

which ones we want to close depending on the 

alternatives.  

So that part extended -- we've had to have two 

extensions so far due to the number of roads, and 

that's one of the reasons why this plan has gone and 

been extended twice by the Court.  Hopefully, this one 

now, along with the fact that we're also -- there have 

been court decisions on cultural resources, the one in 
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Utah and one in Montana, talking about not having done 

full Class III surveys, actually walking out and 

looking on the ground and assessing exactly what's 

there.  And, of course, if you went ahead -- if we took 

15,000 miles and tried to do that 300 feet on either 

side, we would be in the millions and millions of 

dollars and decades and decades of people trying to get 

out there.

So it's not really an option to have that 

information before a decision is made.  So we're 

working on a programmatic agreement with the State 

Historic Preservation Office and the ACHB, and what it 

is, that we are doing modeling, predictive modeling, 

and doing testing, and we have interns trying to ground 

proof that now down on the ground.  

So once we get that done, that will set priority 

areas for as we have resources that we can start doing 

those Type III surveys on the ground and put it towards 

the areas that we think are most likely to have 

cultural resource issues and then work our way down on 

the priority list until conceivably eventually be done.  

But like I said, that will be decades and decades down 

the road to do that many miles of road.  

So that's kind of where we're at with the WEMO 

process, trying to go quick on that.  I went quick on 
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it.  I'll try to answer any questions if you have any 

or more detail in particular.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Is this going to conflict 

with the new planning 2.0 Travel Management stuff 

that's coming through with that?  

BLM MR. SYMONS:  As we're going through, we're 

trying to line each one up with them, just like we 

compare it with the DRECP and the other ones.  And this 

one should be hopefully completed, as I said, by the 

time it's done.  And then before every decision is 

done, we have to make sure we're in compliance with all 

current policies before we start on that.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Karl, are you at liberty to 

discuss the Onyx project and BLM's involvement with 

State Parks at all?  I know that's not on this table 

right now, but while you're up. 

BLM MR. SYMONS:  I can to the point that I'm 

involved in it.  I submitted -- we met with the 

Director of State Parks a while back, and then the 

state director asked me to work with the State Parks as 

far as getting together an MOU to work with the State 

Parks.  

And I drafted a preliminary one and sent it to 

the State Parks, and they're looking at it and 
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evaluating it, and then we'll go back and forth as far 

as for an interim MOU of working together while the 

plan is being made.  

And most likely I'll probably be the point 

person for when there are plans going for input because 

the entire area is within my field office.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  We're really looking forward to 

working cooperatively with you on that.  I think it's 

probably one of the most exciting things since I've 

been in the business that's happening in the desert, 

for us personally, as actually OHV enthusiasts, to have 

a new park that we can have a new landscape to start 

practically from scratch with, really. 

BLM MR. SYMONS:  Yes, and one of the exciting 

things, I -- Jim Kenna, State Director, made a good 

point when basically the direction it is, you know, 

take this opportunity and work together with the State 

Parks so that ultimately we can get a better product 

for the public than either one of us could do 

individually. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Absolutely. 

BLM MR. SYMONS:  And that's what we're looking 

to do, is just to take resources and all of the efforts 

that both agencies have in order to provide that and 

give the public a product as best we can out there on 
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the ground. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  And looking into the future of 

population expansion and stuff, and, you know, in 

California specifically, I mean it's going to be a gem 

out there.  And some day it will probably have houses 

right up to the boundary lines.  

Thank you.  I'm looking forward to that.

BLM MR. SYMONS:  Well, at this time, I'll go 

ahead and let Gabe Garcia, field manager from 

Bakersfield.  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  Just really quick, I do want 

to comment that the next meeting that you have, you may 

have a voting opportunity, to put another workload on 

the Division, whether or not they want to comment on 

the WEMO plan.  So it's another plan to comment. 

BLM MR. GARCIA:  Thank you, everybody.  Thanks 

for having us.  Again, my name is Gabe Garcia.  I'm the 

field manager out of the Bakersfield Field Office, so 

it's not too far away here.  

A little background on myself, I've been field 

manager for about a year and a half now.  So I'm new to 

the position, fairly new to the position, but not new 

to Bakersfield.  I've been in the Bakersfield Field 

Office about 12 years, a little over 12 years now.  So 

I also grew up in the area.  I grew up in a little town 
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called Buttonwillow.  You may have heard of that town. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Saw a sign on the road. 

BLM MR. GARCIA:  So you saw a sign on the road.  

If you blinked, you probably missed it.  

So grew up there, spent a lot of time over here 

in Pismo, had some fun.  Yesterday we had to go out, 

drive around the dunes, hadn't done that in a while.  

So it's always good to get back over in this area.

Okay.  So we'd like to present Harrison 

Friedman.  He's with me today.  He's the architect of 

this PowerPoint presentation.  I was going to run 

through the first few slides here, give everyone a 

little overview of the field office and then hand it 

over to him, talk about our proposed Keyesville and 

Temblor Special Recreation Management Areas.  So these 

are two areas that are identified in our Resource 

Management Plan, our proposed plan, that we hopefully 

are going to sign in a couple of weeks that have an 

emphasis on OHV opportunities.

So a little overview, the map there on the right 

shows you the boundary of the Bakersfield Office.  So 

it's a big swath of land of Central California that 

goes through from the crest of the Sierras over to the 

Central Coast here.  It encompasses eight counties -- 

parts of eight counties.  So we've got San Luis, Santa 
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Barbara, Ventura, Kern, Tulare, King, Fresno, parts of 

Madera Counties within our field office boundary.  It 

has 612,000 acres of public land, and then we also 

manage another about million to a million and a half 

acres of subsurface.  So it's a big, big area to cover.  

We've got a staff of about 100 employees out of 

Bakersfield, and I've got a big staff of resource 

folks, biologists, archeologists, range specialists.  

We've got a mineral division that's got engineers, oil 

and gas inspectors, geologists on that staff.  So this 

illustration kind of gives you some pictures of what we 

do.  

I did mention a little bit about our mineral 

development.  There, in the left-hand corner, it says, 

"Pump jacks."  You've probably seen those as you go 

through Bakersfield.  So when you go through town, just 

a good rule of thumb about 10 percent of those are 

BLM-managed wells.  So we get 12 percent on those 

wells, and we bring in roughly $200 million a year on 

those royalties, which we share with the State of 

California.

Another highlight for the areas is fly fishing 

just up the road here in San Simeon.  If you haven't 

been there, we do tours.  Right now we're doing tours 

three days a week during the summer and six days a 
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week.  It's about 19 acres that we have there right 

along the coast.  We also manage another about 400 

acres there jointly with State Parks, and it's an 

outstanding natural area.  

Carrizo Plain National Monument is also within 

our boundaries.  That's about 250,000 acres in San Luis 

County, and it's illustrated there with the picture of 

the California poppy there.  So we usually have some 

pretty good wildflower displays when we do have rain, 

so hopefully this year.  We got maybe about four inches 

out there so far this year, so hopefully we'll have a 

display.

And then we have some illustrations there of 

some more recreation use, too.  So we've got Kern River 

that goes through our Keyesville area, and that area is 

used heavily for, you know, lots of different 

activities.  So we've got the boat activity.  We've got 

OHV use.  We've got biking.  We've got equestrian.  

We've got hiking.  We've got fishing.  We've got 

camping.  We've also got -- most of that area is under 

mining claims, so we have folks that go out and 

prospect for gold there as well.  So we'll talk more 

about that later.

So I talked a little bit about the Resource 

Management Plan.  So this is the plan that oversees our 
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overall goals and guidance for the area.  And we went 

through the undertaking of revising our last plan, the 

Caliente Plan.  We started that in 2008.  So it's been 

a good six years.  So I'm happy to report that we're at 

the final stages of that.  We finally got to a point -- 

actually this past Monday, I was able to brief the 

Director of BLM on our progress.  We're at the point 

where we need to sign this.  Hopefully, next week we'll 

have this thing signed.  We'll see.  

So that will give us the authority to move 

forward with a lot of implementation planning, and this 

is the plan that does set aside two Special Recreation 

Management Areas that have OHV emphasis, and it 

designates about 1900 acres of routes, and 1300 of 

those miles are open to motorized use.  Those are 

called Temblor and Keyesville SRMAs.

So at this point, I'll turn it over to Harrison.  

He's going to go through each of these SRMAs in a 

little more detail, and then we'll stick around for 

questions.  

BLM MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you, Gabe.  And thank 

you to the Commission for having us out today.  This 

has to be like the 300th PowerPoint slide of the day.  

So I'll try to go through here pretty quickly and give 

some nice color of things going on at least.  
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So a little background about me.  I've been with 

the Bakersfield Field Office for about a year now.  I 

came on a fellowship with the American Conservation 

Experience in last October and have been working in the 

recreation wilderness program since then and was hired 

on as an actual employee about four months ago now.  So 

it's great to be onboard, got a lot of exciting things 

going on in Bakersfield.

So I'll be talking about the Temblor and 

Keyesville Special Recreation Management Areas.  These 

are places, you know, again with a motorized recreation 

emphasis in places that we're actively undertaking 

recreation-specific planning right now and that are 

places where we either currently have a grant from the 

State for OHV work or are likely to be pursuing that in 

the near future.

And so Temblor SRMA is the first one.  It's 

located kind of just outside of the community of Taft 

in Kern County.  It's about 25,000 acres and contains 

about 200 miles of designated motorized routes, and 

that's everything from single-track trails up to roads.  

And you can see there it's pretty fantastically 

beautiful in the spring when it gets those wildflower 

displays.  

I'd feel kind of dishonest if that was the only 
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picture I showed you.  It doesn't always look like 

that, but even in dry times I think it has a -- sort of 

austere desolate, so it's a pretty cool area.  

That's a map of the area there.  Let's see, all 

of that gray there is the city of Taft.  And then the 

boundary of the SRMA is in orange there.  It contains 

two recreation management zones, which are kind of 

little mini SRMAs with a slightly different focus.  The 

one on the bottom we call our Urban Interface 

Recreation Management Zone.  We see that as kind of 

being the gateway from Taft where people are going to 

be doing their staging and taking off and kind of 

interacting with community there.  The rest of the area 

up north is kind of more for, you know, just dispersed 

riding opportunities, kind of adventuring and touring 

area.

So a pretty large area, pretty expansive network 

of routes going there.  It kind of runs the length of 

the Temblor Mountain Range, a lot of opportunities for 

boots and things going up.  The top of the Temblor 

Ridge there is a pretty fantastic view.  The Carrizo 

Plain National Monument is over there on the west.  

So we do currently have a grant for planning in 

the Temblors from California OHMVR Division, and that's 

going to involve kind of a site-specific review of each 
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of the roads and trails and potential staging areas out 

in the Temblors.  That's all of the roads, all of the 

trails, doing, you know, cultural and biological and 

soil survey to kind of really get good data so that we 

can do good planning to put together a sustainable 

route network in this area.  

Once we collect all of that inventory data, 

we'll be putting out a bunch of public forums and 

workshops to try to get information from the public 

about what they'd like to see out in this area and what 

we can do to provide really outstanding recreation 

opportunities within the confines of the data we've 

collected on the resource side.

Throughout this process, we're going to be 

coordinating closely with authorized users in the area 

and private landowners for reasons we'll see on the 

next slide, but the outcome of this grant will be kind 

of a comprehensive plan for long-term management and 

recreation in the Temblors.

The biggest challenge that we have right now in 

the Temblors is public access.  Right now on the west 

you've got Carrizo Plain National Monument, which is 

not a great place for a staging area.  And there aren't 

a lot of roads that go from there up into the Temblor 

area, so that's out of the question.  
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On the other side, the whole BLM is just kind of 

landlocked by private property there, mostly pretty 

intensively developed oil fields.  So there is really 

no definitive legal public access in the area right 

now.  All of the recreation use that is occurring there 

is kind of being passively allowed by the oil companies 

just kind of turning a blind eye, allowing them to ride 

across the fields to access the trails to the Temblors.  

We're working hard with oil companies to try to 

get some sort of a deal and a county easement to 

provide definitive long-term permanent public access to 

this area.  What we fear is that something will happen.  

The oil companies will shut down access, and then we 

will have invested in this recreation area and now 

there is no more access.  We really want to get that 

squared away before we proceed through much here.  

So our vision for the Temblors, we want to be 

providing sustainable OHV riding opportunities to the 

community of Taft and kind of the broader region out 

there that are really looking for those types of 

opportunities.  We really want to design an outstanding 

trail network in the area.  A lot of these existing 

roads and trails are user created, haven't seen a lot 

of design, so we think we can do a lot of really good 

work in putting together opportunities, the sorts of 
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opportunities that people are looking for in terms of 

loops, in terms of spectrum of difficulties and in 

terms of accommodating different vehicle types, 

everything from motorcycles to side-by-sides.  

Community partnerships in the Temblors is huge.  

We already have a bunch of support from the City of 

Taft.  The Kern County Sheriff's Office has been very 

interested in providing law enforcement support out in 

this area, which is huge given the Bakersfield Field 

Office has just three law enforcement personnel for 

this huge 1.7-million-acre area.  

So it's a lot of ground to cover, and having 

people out on the ground is going to be key.  And then 

also the Friends of the Temblors group has kind of just 

started up as an offshoot of the California Trail Users 

Coalition, kind of under the mentorship and guidance of 

Ed Waldheim, which has been fantastic.  They're already 

clamoring for more work than we can possibly provide at 

this point in the process.  They're going to be a huge 

asset moving forward in implementing whatever plan we 

put together for the Temblors.

So kind of overall, community and user buy-in 

and education is huge out on the Temblors.  You can 

kind of see from the pictures, this is really open 

terrain.  So getting people to stay on designated 
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routes is going to be huge, especially considering some 

of the sensitivities out in this area.  

We've got developed industry, oil industry, on 

one side, Carrizo Plain National Monument on the other, 

a little bit of threatened and endangered species 

habitat in there, and so user education is going to be 

huge.  It's going to make or break this area.  It's a 

good hiding place.  So we're really going to be pushing 

Tread Lightly! education, respected access, open access 

campaigns and ride on campaigns and things like that.  

So that's it for the Temblors.

The other area that we're looking at is the 

Keyesville Special Recreation Management Area, which is 

just outside of the town of Lake Isabella up there, 

kind of more on the east side of the county.  It's 

about 11,000 acres and contains about 70 miles of 

designated motorized routes.  

And as Gabe was saying, this area is kind of 

like a poster child for multiple-use recreation.  You 

name it, it's going on in Keyesville.  We've got the 

recreational mining.  We've got the river going through 

there so we have white-water access.  People camping 

next to the river, water play, a lot of really 

interesting historic resources.  So a lot of really 

cool historic resources related to 1950's era gold rush 
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out there.  You've got things like stamp mills and old 

cabins that are really interesting for the public to go 

and see.  We'd like to incorporate those kind of 

opportunities into recreational experiences.

And so Keyesville, although it's small, it's 

kind of divided into four different Recreation 

Management Zones.  I won't go into depth here, but 

we've got a couple that are kind of along the river 

that we're kind of dedicating to river activity and 

camping, another that we are kind of dedicating to 

tourism of the historic areas on motorized trails, and 

then a broader area that kind of encompasses all of the 

dispersed riding opportunities that this area provides.

What's really cool about Keyesville, although 

it's kind of a small area with only 70 miles of route, 

the connectivity with all of the routes in the Sequoia 

National Forest is just enormous.  You can start from 

Keyesville and just do hundreds of miles of loops up 

into the high mountains of the Greenhorns and go from 

the dry foothills of Keyesville up into big trees and 

23 degrees cooler weather in the course of a 40-minute 

ride.  So a lot of opportunities for trail riding that 

could be centered on Keyesville.

So our vision out there is pretty similar to our 

vision for Temblors.  Again, we want to kind of go to a 
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well-managed, multi-use trail system with a 

recreation-oriented trail design.  A lot of the 

existing trails in Keyesville were created by cows or 

created by miners in the 1850s with their claims, so 

they're not necessarily serving recreational purposes.  

And so we'd like to put some more thought into 

how we can make these routes, you know, more enjoyable 

for recreational users, again having a spectrum of 

difficulties and accommodating a wide variety of 

vehicles and also incorporating those historic sites as 

kind of destinations in the trail network.  

Again, we kind of see it as a place where we're 

going to have camping and staging opportunities for 

kind of more extensive riding opportunities on Sequoia 

National Forest.  That's kind of a lot of what the user 

patterns look like out there as it is now, and then 

again building really strong community partnerships in 

Keyesville.  

We've really been working to develop a plan from 

the ground up in Keyesville.  We've had about six 

public workshops so far before BLM has even put pen to 

paper on the plan, just kind of gathering public input 

into what they'd like to see out in Keyesville.  So 

we're working really closely with the public to have 

this kind of collaborative planning effort before we 
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even get started and then collaborating with the public 

again in implementing something that everyone can be 

proud of and kind of stand behind going forward.

We're really excited about both of those places 

for a variety of reasons, one of them, you know, again, 

is the huge popularity of OHV in Kern County.  I think 

it has one of the highest per capita rate of OHV 

ownership in California.  So people are looking for OHV 

rider opportunities in these areas.  And we have 

Keyesville and Temblors as places where we can help to 

provide them.  

Again, these are outstanding landscapes that 

have existing riding opportunities, but there's a lot 

of room for improvement in trail and route design and 

management, basic things like maintenance and 

signing -- or things that we haven't done in the past 

are going to be coming to these areas as well.  It's 

really thoughtful design.  And, again, we're really 

excited about the community partnerships that we're 

forming out here and again really building plans from 

the ground up with public input.

So that's about it.  I guess my contact 

information is up there, but otherwise we'd be happy to 

take questions.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I'm really excited about hearing 
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this.  This is good stuff.  You know, you guys don't 

have to reinvent the wheel.  There's people out there 

who know how to design really good trail.  Cam 

Lockwood, I don't know if you guys -- he's one of the 

old-timers, but he's out there building trails every 

day.  

NOHVCC is an excellent resource, and they're 

going to have a national meeting in Sacramento next 

year where part of that group brings land managers from 

all over the United States together in one format.  

So you guys have got a lot of opportunities 

really to listen to other people who have already seen 

these challenges and not reinvent the wheel. 

BLM MR. FRIEDMAN:  Right, and that's what we're 

really excited about, pulling in all the expertise and 

knowledge that already exists out there. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I can tell you in that landscape, 

the secret to keeping people on the trail is build a 

good trail, and not signage.  I mean signage is nice.  

You can see all of the signage in the word, but if it's 

a ten-mile straight line, they're going to go somewhere 

else. 

BLM MR. FRIEDMAN:  Yes, and that's exactly why 

we're looking to provide good opportunities out there; 

otherwise, people aren't going to use them.  We are 
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going to have problems.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Great to hear your enthusiasm as 

well.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I just -- I know you guys 

kind of filled me in on this a little bit yesterday, 

but I really appreciate what you're trying to put 

together here.  And I think it's -- the Southern 

San Joaquin Valley is not -- OHV-wise isn't served that 

well, and I'm glad to see that you're moving forward 

with this project.  

BLM MR. FRIEDMAN:  Thank you all for having us. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Gabe, did you know you had a 

district ranger with your exact name?  

BLM MR. GARCIA:  Yes, I know I do.  I get his 

e-mail sometimes.  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  BLM is now done with our 

presentation.  Any questions or comments?  

All right.  Thank you very much, and we're going 

to stick around for public comment; then we'll leave 

right after that.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I love your glasses and 

color-matched outfit.

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  Thank you.  

AGENDA ITEM VII (C) - USFS REPORT

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Garrett, you've been very 
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patient.  

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  Good afternoon, my name is 

Garrett Villanueva.  I'm with the Forest Service.  I'm 

the assistant forest engineer at the Lake Tahoe Basin 

Management Unit, and I also serve our regional office 

as the assistant trail program leader for both 

motorized and non-motorized trail uses.

So I've got -- the four items on our agenda, 

we're going to cover the wet weather.  I'm going to 

have Roger Poff do a quick PowerPoint on that.  He's 

going to do a quick PowerPoint, as I understand.  I'm 

going to just touch on trail conditions after the 

fires, talk about the Ranger Ride on the Tahoe National 

Forest and talk about the status of our over-snow 

vehicle use plan that's happening right now.

So, first, Roger Poff has been -- he's been 

working on OHV trails and trail studies for 22 years.  

Prior to that he was with the Forest Service.  He's 

done work all across the United States.  He's developed 

mechanized equipment standards and guidelines.  He's 

heavily involved with soil conservation standards and 

guidelines.  He's written numerous guidebooks for the 

Forest Service including a manual for OHV trails, OHV 

restoration guidelines.  He did the green-yellow-red 

soil monitoring report for our OHV trails, and he's 
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currently working on the wet weather management plans 

which he's going to present right now.  So without 

further ado, I'd like to have Roger give you his 

report.  

SCIENTIST POFF:  Good afternoon, Chairman Slavik 

and Commissioners.  Sorry for the raspy throat, I'm 

working off a little cold here.  

What I'd like to do is present very briefly the 

results of a three-year study that was funded by the 

Commission with matching funds from the Forest Service.  

And the objective of the study was to assess wet 

weather management strategies in use on the national 

forests in California and essentially build a bigger 

toolbox, come up with some other ideas that we might 

use to do a better job of wet weather management.  

And specifically what I'm going to focus on 

right now is -- a specific objective was to field test 

a different method, an evidence-based method, for 

determining when to open and close OHV trails during 

wet weather.  And this is a method that working with 

Trails Unlimited in Texas I spent quite a bit of time 

on.  And Kathy Mick felt there would be some 

application for using this in national forests here in 

California.  Since it hadn't been field tested beyond 

the Texas area, although we did a little bit in 
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Arkansas, we thought that we needed to do some more 

field studies to determine whether it could actually 

have some application or not.

In order to do this, what we did was we selected 

four study areas to do some intensive sampling and 

calibration of the method, and we selected these areas 

specifically to represent a range of conditions across 

California.  The Upper Lake and the Stonyford Districts 

were both selected even though they represent the same 

area because they're one of three areas that are 

actually under -- that actually utilize rainfall to 

determine whether to open or close the trails.  Rock 

Creek is the other one.  Otherwise, the rest of the 

national forests right now after travel management 

planning are using seasonal closures which, as most of 

us are aware, has some severe limitations.

We selected the Sugar Pine area on the Tahoe 

Forest to kind of represent the national forest in that 

part of the Sierra Nevada Foothills, and then we 

selected the Pozo area not far from here on the Santa 

Lucia Ranger District partly because we had already 

done some work down here and also because that 

represented a different geographic and climatic area, 

kind of representing Southern California.

Okay.  The evidence-based method that we 
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developed in Texas and that we were testing is actually 

based just on two variables, and that's -- let me back 

up a little bit.  

Obviously, using seasonal closures doesn't get 

you very far in terms of what's actually happening on 

the trail system itself.  Closures based on rainfall 

gets you a little closer, but there's a lot of 

deficiencies using rainfall also.

So our approach was why don't we just look at 

the trail tread itself, and that's essentially what 

this method does, is using two variables, soil moisture 

and soil strength, and correlating this with observed 

deformation or damage to the tread and using these to 

establish thresholds that can then be used to determine 

when it's appropriate to close or open the trails.

Another aspect of this is the kind of equipment 

we use.  There's lots of ways to measure soil moisture, 

and in some of our earlier tests, particularly in 

Texas, we used the tensiometer, which has some severe 

limitations.  And about the time we were finishing up 

that study, some new equipment came out.  

The focus that I had on the equipment was to get 

something that was very simple because we wanted this 

to be able to be used by volunteers as well as OHV 

technicians, in other words, nonspecialists.  Simple, 
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durable, accurate and reliable, that's what we were 

focusing on.  

This particular moisture meter is about as 

simple as you can get.  You put the probe in and push 

one button, and it gives you a number, and that seemed 

to be suitable for the people involved.

The other thing we used for -- and there are a 

lot of ways of measuring soil strength, a lot of 

different penetrometers out there.  We chose to use 

this Corps of Engineers' proving ring cone penetrometer 

partly because it's simple, reliable, dependable.  It 

takes a little bit of skill to learn how to use it, but 

nothing that most people can't learn in a short time.  

And then it also measures in psi and in cone 

index so that it correlates with other studies that the 

Corps of Engineers have done for trafficability for 

years and years.

So the way we calibrate or develop the 

thresholds is we pick a section of trail or several 

sections of trail that are under varying conditions of 

moisture, and then we drive across them 20, 30 passes 

to simulate what normal traffic would be in that 

particular area, and then we observe the kinds of ruts 

that we get.  

And I won't go into all of the detail, but this 
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is all scientifically-based.  There's been lots of 

studies, and essentially you can tell by looking at the 

shape of the ruts and the berms whether you're in a 

puddling phase where the soil is saturated or you're in 

a transition phase or you're actually getting 

compaction, which is a good thing.  

So compaction becomes our threshold, and what we 

did is we observed five different condition classes, 

two of them aren't shown here, the deep rutting which 

represents the puddling, a transition, and then 

compaction and then over here would be where you could 

just barely see a track, maybe a little bit of cleats.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Just for clarification, if 

I'm reading this correctly, this is the view as you're 

riding into the picture; is that how the tire track is 

made?

SCIENTIST POFF:  Yes, that's a cross section of 

the tire track or rut.  

Then the fifth class would be where you can't 

even observe a tread.

So what you end up with then -- and this is 

actually data from the Stonyford District -- is this 

would be a number of sample points where we had the 

deep rutting, and what we have on the lower axis here 

is soil moisture going from dry to wet, and then what 
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we have on this Y axis here is soil strength going from 

very weak to very strong.  

So you can see where we are down here where the 

soil is saturated and you get this little cluster of 

data points.  The transitional ones are in here.  The 

ones in yellow are right on that borderline where we're 

getting compaction, which is a good thing.  Then we 

have two classes up here where it's dryer and has more 

soil strength and then where we can barely observe any 

change at all.

Looking at the data points, the data scattered, 

then we've established that the threshold for this 

particular soil type and this kind of use, which is on 

the Stonyford District, is 135 psi of soil strength and 

about 28 percent moisture by volume.  

So where I drew the lines on there, this -- the 

horizontal line there just shows that that would be the 

threshold for soil strength.  So if the soil had a 

strength of 135 psi or greater, that would indicate 

that you wouldn't get damage when you used the trail 

under those conditions or if it was wetter than 28 

percent moisture.

So these become the thresholds that we use to 

determine when to open and close the trail.  And, 

again, this is empirical.  It's based on actual data 
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collected on that particular trail of that soil type 

and the kind of use that it gets.  So it needs to be 

calibrated for each specific area.

So three steps, we establish those thresholds 

which I just went through.  And then what we want to do 

is select benchmark sites where we go out and take our 

measurements.  And these also varied from district to 

district in the four study areas.  A couple of 

districts chose three sites.  I think Pozo, they had 

eight sites they wanted to look at, which is a little 

bit of overkill.  In any event, these are the sites 

that represent the condition of the trail system 

overall.  And obviously the trail system is going to 

have some variability, so you have to use some judgment 

in selecting those.  

And then the last step in the process is to 

develop a decision tree.  We'll start out here if the 

trails are open.  We have a trigger point, which is 

triggered by precipitation.  In this case we have 

rainfall exceeding one inch in 24 hours, then you would 

within 24 hours go out and take your measurements.  And 

if you were over the thresholds, then you would close 

the trails.  Follow the loop that goes down on the 

right-hand side.  

And then after a specified period of time, in 
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this case this is for the Sugar Pine area, after 48 

hours you go back and take another measurement.  Keep 

going through that loop until you pass go, and then you 

can go back and open up the trails.  So, anyway, it's 

just to develop a process that can be written down and 

followed.

So, conclusions, the first test was can we use 

it in California?  And the answer to that is yes.  We 

did find areas where it will work.  Where the process 

works best is where we have cohesive soils, that is, 

soils with some clay in them, also where we have an 

environment where we have on-again-off-again 

precipitation like the Mendocino or like down here in 

the Pozo area.  In other words, if it's just under snow 

all winter, that's not going to do you a whole lot.

Where it does not work is -- we have found the 

upper limits, and that is if you have very gravely or 

rocky or stony soils, they have enough strength 

already.  And besides that you'd have difficulty in 

getting an accurate measurement with the penetrometer 

with the moisture meter.  

So we have found that it works in the Pozo area, 

even on some of their granitic soils.  On the 

serpentine soils that we have in parts of the Sugar 

Pine area, it doesn't work there so we sort of tested 
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those outer limits.

The process is very easy to use.  In a couple of 

hours, you can train a technician or volunteer.  We've 

used a lot of volunteers, particularly in Texas.  

People can learn how to use the method.  

And the other thing I want to emphasize, it's 

only one of many tools that can be used to govern when 

you want to open and close trails.  In fact, closure 

itself is only one of many options.  There are other 

things to cover in wet weather management.

Okay.  The benefits of the process over rainfall 

in particular is we do a lot better job of protecting 

the resource, and the resource in this case being the 

trail tread itself.  And a lot of the money that comes 

to the Forest Service as an agency from the Commission 

is for maintenance.  So making sure that we don't 

damage the trails under wet weather is really a huge 

thing, because the districts are always pushing that 

limit in terms of being able to keep the trails in a 

good condition.

The big advantage for the recreational user, 

particularly as compared to seasonal closures, is it 

creates a lot more riding opportunities, particularly 

in those dry periods during the middle of the rainy 

season.  And with the climate being weird as it's been 
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in the last few years, we can expect probably more of 

that.

Okay.  Wrapping up, this is a three-year 

project.  We finished it up the end of September.  Each 

of the four study areas has their own set of equipment 

which was purchased under the grant.  That equipment is 

in place.  The staff are trained up to use that 

equipment, and we have the soils in their particular 

area calibrated using the process, and we've selected 

the benchmark sites.

Right now they're in the stage of taking their 

initial measurements.  And I was out to the Mendocino 

last week and on the Tahoe before that.  And other than 

the fact we're coming out of a three-year drought and 

some of the soils aren't absorbing the water as fast as 

they might, things are working very well.  

We're getting very good calibration with the 

closure on the Stonyford District.  The Upper Lake 

District in the Pozo area and to a certain extent on 

the Tahoe still haven't had enough water to totally wet 

up that surface, and there's a whole lot of reasons for 

that that I won't go into.

Anyway, we're now in the stage of actually 

implementing this.  We're not all the way there yet 

because with the Forest Service we still have to do 
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some procedures to get the Office of General Counsel's 

approval to use this, and there's a whole lot of issues 

that we have to work out on how we write up the Forest 

Closure Order to use this method.  

So we're very hopeful, though.  We've had a 

couple of districts that have very good support on the 

ground and are very interested in trying this, and that 

will actually be the next step.

So with that, any questions?  Did I keep it 

under ten minutes?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  First, forgive me for not 

knowing.  Are you the person who did the follow-up 

survey for the State after the EPA did the Clear Creek?  

Are you the person that did that? 

SCIENTIST POFF:  No, I've been on Clear Creek 

for a couple of occasions, but I didn't do that.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  This is all good, and 

hopefully this is something that will give us a more 

realistic method to close trails appropriately and open 

them appropriately.  The only things that are popping 

out in my mind are:  One, who are the people who are 

doing the actual sampling?  And the other thing:  How 

do you choose the benchmark sites?  Because you can go 

out in any one of these places, and there is a puddle 

over here, and there is a dry spot over there.  How do 
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you decide what and where, how that determination -- 

SCIENTIST POFF:  Well, it's going to be a 

cut-and-fit process based on your local trail system.  

It also -- without getting into too much detail, it 

also depends on whether you're going to close part of 

your system or keep part of it open, which has another 

bunch of ramifications I don't want to go into right 

now.  

But, yes, that's obvious.  And that seems like a 

weakness, but you have the same problem if you're doing 

it with a rainfall gauge or any other method, so it's 

nothing unique.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I'm not saying it's not a 

good point.  I'm just curious how that determination is 

made. 

SCIENTIST POFF:  And ultimately you would like 

to to the extent you can get your trail system in a 

uniform condition.  So if you have a spot that's a wet 

spot all the time, you've got several choices.  You can 

drain it.  You can fix it.  You can reroute it.  You 

can do whatever.  So if you pick that spot for your 

benchmark, you wouldn't want to be closing your system 

all the time just on one little spot.  So you either 

ignore it or you fix it.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  That was another follow-up 
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to my question.  If there's places that are continually 

being eroded or having damage that we can put some art 

scape in there somehow, maintenance installers.  I like 

it.  It's good.  I like it. 

SCIENTIST POFF:  And the report is a little over 

85 pages right now.  Kathy and I are finishing up some 

final editing and getting it in PDF format and getting 

it up on the Forest website and so forth.  So there's a 

lot of other information in the report other than what 

I focused on here.  It's really providing a bigger 

toolbox for the managers to use.  

I think the other question was who does the 

measuring?  We've had really good luck with the 

volunteers doing it, the riders doing it, particularly 

in Texas.  Don Amador was out and helped me.  Bruce 

Witcher on the Pozo area has done a lot of measuring, 

and I have complete confidence in him.  It's just a 

matter of a little bit of training, and then I'll do a 

little bit of measuring and follow-up.  

The Forest Service does have some of their match 

fund left of their appropriated dollars that they're 

using for me to go out and train with folks and check 

up on their work.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I have a question here 

briefly -- or actually just a thought, actually.  
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I look at this as like a baseline as data 

collection stuff goes, because there really hasn't been 

much of this done previously on federal properties.  

And I hope that it has a window or a direction to go 

with technology, so this could be something that could 

be automated, because automation is available.  And 

then we can look at systems where they have rotations 

or they have where certain sections of properties get 

closed off and then other areas are open.  

We'll use the Mendocino, the Upper Lake as an 

example.  You go over towards -- you get over to Horse 

Mountain and certain areas over there, and you can get 

into that red soil and get awfully wet.  But if you go 

the other direction, if you go -- I guess it would be 

east and you get up in there, and it's got a really 

different soil makeup, and you can ride there when the 

other section would be too wet to ride in.  

So it's kind of -- you know, be able to have the 

technology so they can have it on a website and it can 

be easily accessed by the recreationists so they can 

look at it and, okay, so we know before we even go up 

there that this section of the forest is going to be 

closed, this section is going to be open, and that can 

be something that can be easily managed.

Because as I see it is -- using that as an 
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example, just driving down Elk Mountain Road, they can 

simply shut some gates or put signage up along -- the 

stuff that would be on the west side, and that would 

close that possibly wetter area off.  

So just to have it automated and make it as 

simple as possible to be the goal would be great.  

Because I also can see this as being a little bit of a 

detriment, where take your test 20 feet -- like 

Commissioner Murphy was saying, you go one way a little 

bit, and if you want to -- you know, just simply a 

little too much work to be opening and closing this 

place, take a test where the mud puddle is at.

And then there's other factors that come into 

play, too, because you have wind, temperature -- the 

temperature, whether it's freezing or not.  You get 

into the altitude, that can affect the content.  It can 

be a number of different issues.  And that's why I 

think automated weather stations with soil sampling -- 

I mean moisture content sampling at the same time would 

be the way to go.  That's just my... 

SCIENTIST POFF:  We are working on that with a 

grant from the Equipment Development Center at San 

Devas and working with the Tahoe on that right now.  It 

has a lot of mutations, too, but we don't need to go 

into that right now.  
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Any other questions?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you, Roger.  Good work.  

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  So to kind of lace that 

discussion up a little bit, the bottom line is we'd be 

looking for more resource protection of not only the 

trails but the resources as well and achieving more 

rider days, so benefits in both areas.  

You know, the implementation of it, we haven't 

figured that out.  It's going to be two sides to this.  

One is the science behind it.  That's the one that -- 

Roger is working on that right now.  The second piece 

is how do we implement this piece?  

It will be tied to our Motorcycle Vehicle Use 

Map, and then we'll probably have a citation on the map 

of where you go to define if it's open or closed, so we 

have like a website or something like that that gives 

the public that information, someplace to go to get it, 

maybe an app.  That would be pretty cool, but I'm not 

confident in our app development services right now at 

the Forest Service.

So I think it has a great potential, and I'm 

excited about the outcome of it.  The exact 

implementation is going to occur at the forest level.  

So whether people go with the telemetry, a remote-type 

setup, or have volunteers operating gates and using 
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penetrometers and moisture meters, that will probably 

be determined more at the local level.  I do know that 

the Tahoe is very interested in the remote application.

Next on the agenda, we had thought that we were 

going to have enough information about the fires that 

occurred and the damage that occurred to trails to give 

a comprehensive report on that, but we haven't got the 

information back.  The forests are still doing 

assessments, and perhaps most importantly everyone 

is -- sort of realizes these winter storms are hitting 

and potentially powerful storms this winter, we're 

going to have a lot more damage after the winter 

season.  

I know that we do have bridges that burned, 

bridges that were damaged, so we have some significant 

damage that occurred to the trail system as a result of 

the fire season this year.  So probably the next 

Commission meeting we should have enough data to do 

that report out.  

Are there any questions on that before I move 

on?

The Ranger Ride on the Tahoe was a huge success, 

as far as I understand.  I wasn't there.  I do plan to 

go next year.  Over the multiple days, we had 50 

attendees, approximately.  Lots of field staff and 
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volunteers participated throughout the days, Don 

Amador, Blue Ribbon Coalition.  Thanks to Don as well 

as -- he's moving around keeping me on my toes.  The 

forest staff, Joe Chavez and Paul Hart, from the forest 

both had a large role in that as well.  And Paul has 

recently relocated from the Shasta-Trinity to the Tahoe 

National Forest.  So I don't know if you guys know 

Paul, but he's a good hand.

The week consisted of just learning, riding, 

trail work, education and fun, and it was primarily 

focused on ATVs and motorcyclists.  And they did have 

the Sutter Single Track Machine there.  That's the new 

machine that's come out.  It's a lot more narrow, and 

they were doing demos with that machine out there, so 

that was kind of fun for people to play around with 

that.

One of the things that we'd like to talk with 

the Commission in the future is what do you think about 

this, what are some of your ideas to incorporate into 

the future, any suggestions for change.  

One of the things that we would like to do is 

we'd like to have a half day incorporated for district 

rangers and our core supervisors, line officers, kind 

of bring in that next level of folks to get them more 

intimately acquainted with our trail programs and OHV 
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programs.  And we haven't determined where we're going 

to host it next year, so that's up for discussion and 

evolution as this year proceeds.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Sounds like a subcommittee.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  Sounds like a subcommittee 

to me, too.  

The last thing I have is the Over-Snow Vehicle 

Subpart (c) planning that's going on.  So right now 

we're in the planning phase.  The way I break it up is 

it's probably four phases.  There is planning.  There's 

the decision, map development and then finally map 

production.  So before I go discuss the planning phase, 

I should back up a little bit.

The reason why we're doing this planning right 

now is the result of litigation that occurred.  So 

there's litigation on 13 forests.  Through the 

settlement, the five forests that were determined to be 

the highest priorities were the ones that we agreed to 

move forward with planning on, because it wasn't really 

possible to take on all 13 forests in one swoop.  It's 

just too much work.  So we're on a path.  We have a 

schedule to move forward on that.

As part of this as well, the Subpart (c) 

regulations have changed.  I don't know if everyone is 

aware -- they are changing I should say.  A draft was 
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released, and the change is that Subpart (c) is now 

mandatory.  I didn't know if that was clear to 

everybody.  Subpart (c), being the over-snow travel 

management regulations, are now mandatory.  They were 

optional prior.  The final rule we expect to come out 

in January for that.

Going back to planning, right now where we are 

is we're completing the data collection phase.  There's 

been public meetings that have been held that you're 

aware of.  Four out of the five forests that are 

involved held public meetings.  The Tahoe did not hold 

a public meeting.  The forests that did hold public 

meetings, I realize that some of those meetings were 

contentious and perhaps they didn't go as smoothly as 

they could have.  We still feel like we received good 

information from those meetings in order to move 

forward and develop a meaningful proposed action that 

reflects what is going on out there right now, where 

the public is using those lands for over-snow vehicle 

use and what the issue and concerns are.

The schedule is the Lassen is going to be the 

first to release their document.  They're releasing on 

the 16th and the 20th to begin their scoping period.  

We realize that's over the holidays.  Because of that, 

instead of doing a 30-day comment period, we're going 
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to do a 45-day comment period.  But we need to get it 

out there to keep this thing moving along.

The next is going to be the Tahoe National 

Forest.  They're going to release in late January.  

Following them is the Eldorado, then the Stanislaus and 

last the Plumas.  Those scoping periods are to be 

determined as we get closer to that point.

One thing I want to talk about is just what the 

NEPA documents will address, is the last thing that I 

have.  They're going to address the designated groomed 

trail systems, open area designations, designated roads 

that are un-groomed -- so we have groomed designations, 

but we also have un-groomed routes out there that 

are -- they kind of -- what's the word I'm looking for, 

transmit through the snow pack.  You can find where 

those roads are and users too.  So un-groomed roads and 

trails will be designated as well, and we'll specify 

which are groomed versus un-groomed.

One of the reasons why we're going to designate 

those routes that are -- say, there is an open area and 

we have a route or we designated a route within an open 

area, it's because of the minimum snow level 

requirements.  If you're on road prisms, you can 

operate a snowmobile on much less snow than if you're 

going through the general forest going over bushes and 
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logs and rocks.  So that's the reason why it's 

important to designate those routes within those open 

areas as well.  So I wanted to clarify that.  

Other than that, that's what I have to report 

for the Forest Service.  

Are there any questions that I can answer?  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thanks, Garrett.  

I have public comment.  I have the usual 

suspects.  Don, Ed, John, Dave.  

DON AMADOR:  Don Amador with the Blue Ribbon 

Coalition.  I just wanted to add one comment on the 

ranger workshop.  The most exciting part for me -- 

actually, there were several -- but having interagency 

staff come and share good ideas.  We did training on 

motorcycles with dirt bike school, actually had our new 

Chief State Park Ranger Mark Hada come out and take his 

dirt bike school.  Fun seeing agency people out on dirt 

bikes.  

And then doing the single-track trail demo where 

we converted a road, motorcycle road, 12-feet wide to a 

trail, single-track trail.  We had people out there 

swamping for them.  Just in a couple of hours, we had 

converted a tenth of a mile of a 12-foot-wide road to a 

two-foot-wide trail.  Camouflaged the road, brought in 

debris and stuff.  You couldn't even tell there was a 
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road there.  

And then a snowmobile meeting a couple of weeks 

later in Sonora had Groveland Ranger District staff 

coming and saying how much they appreciated that 

workshop because it gave them ideas on how they could 

address some of their road issues on the district.  

So we'll just keep doing that.  And Ted was 

going to try to come to that but couldn't make it, but 

we'll keep you posted. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you, folks.  

John.  

JOHN STEWART:  John Stewart with California 

Association of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs.  Good afternoon, 

Commissioners.  Just a couple of quick comments.  

With respect to the Forest Service and their 

moisture measurements and looking to get around that 

hard dates on road closures, I applaud that effort and 

look forward to the next phase of it where we can start 

getting some reasonable road closures based on data 

rather than on arbitrary numbers on dates on a 

calendar.  

I would like to take a moment to point out with 

the West Mojave Plan that was discussed by the Bureau 

of Land Management rep where we heard earlier with the 

DRECP, was an 800-pound gorilla.  Well, this is the 
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baby cousin of the gorilla in that the WEMO project in 

the WEMO area, the DRECP overlays that particular area.  

And when I spoke earlier about the Land Use 

Management Plan revisions, that is one that will be 

revised.  And, again, it is my contention that there 

are subsequent problems unless these overlying 

documents are done in some rational order.  And 

hopefully we can work through these issues and come out 

with something.  But it is going to be something that 

is a significant change from the way things are now, 

and hope it does not lead to litigation, but it could 

possibly lead to some litigation.  Thank you.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  

Dave.  

DAVE PICKETT:  Dave Pickett, District 36 

Motorcycle Sports Committee.  

The presentation that Mr. Poff did I found very 

interesting.  And in certain SVRAs such as Carnegie 

where you have like nine different soil types where all 

of --  a large percentage of the vertical parts of the 

park are closed entirely, yet when the west and south 

side gets the wind, it drys, yet the whole thing 

remains closed.  

I would love to see one of those soil moisture 

meters and penetrometers at that facility so that that 
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particular SVRA could open sooner.  I have had a lot of 

complaints from riders.  We get an inch of rain, and 

they keep it closed for two days.  It's not necessary.  

But this morphed into something in the Forest 

Service, specifically the Eldorado, where two permitted 

events were cancelled because of special conditions put 

on their permits that only allowed one half of an inch 

of moisture.  And in that case, this equipment would 

not work because the event was closed because of 

red-legged frog would pop out after half an inch of 

rain on a travel management approved route.  But 

perhaps with that meter, it can be more 

scientifically-based rather than just a judgment call 

by the resource scientist that was there.

I did go two feet off of the trail six hours 

after a rain event, and it was bone dry underneath the 

half inch.  And another club lost an event, and we'll 

have to wait until next year.  Thank you.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.

ED WALDHEIM:  What about me?

CHAIR SLAVIK:  You going to come?  

ED WALDHEIM:  You didn't call me.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Yeah, I did.  I gave you an 

opportunity a long time ago.

ED WALDHEIM:  Well, you called it off randomly, 
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and then you started working off a sheet.  

Thank you, sir.  Ed Waldheim with CORVA.  

I applaud -- the soil is crazy when we have no 

rain whatsoever, and Los Padres Forest by Hungry Valley 

all of the trails are closed.  There's absolutely no 

reason for them to be closed.  Then other times, I know 

fellow Commissioner Amador remembers when we had a 

commission meeting up north, and it rained, and you 

guys went riding.  You left those incredible ruts in 

the ground.  It was sickening what we did and didn't 

know any better.  

And now that I know, when it rains, close the 

trail, because it takes me three times as much work to 

maintain the trail after with equipment, to get it back 

to where it's supposed to be, so using what the test is 

coming out is a fantastic idea.

I want to go back to -- for you to realize the 

enormity of the Bureau of Land Management and the 

Forest Service.  At least the BLM manages the 

opportunity they provide us.  

When you go back to your gasoline tax study and 

your reauthorization, it is imperative that you take 

into consideration the new statistics from the gas tax 

of the upswing of the users right now.  If we stop that 

gas tax say a year from now, we're going to be in big 
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trouble.  The use is coming back.  So I talked to Tom, 

and he said let's take the study as close to the area 

where the deadline is when we can get that upswing 

going back in there.

The other issue is the funding.  The funding 

issue in the DRECP.  When you see that as an unfunded 

mandate, I have no idea how we're going to deal with 

it.  One of the big issues that we as nonprofits have 

and the Forest Service and BLM has is that 25 percent 

match.  That 25 percent match is killing us; it is 

absolutely killing us.  

I can deal with it when I have equipment that we 

purchase, and I use my own personal vehicles and all 

that.  But when it goes to restoration, that is a 

totally labor-intensive work, two-man auger and shovels 

and picks, and you do the vertical mulching.  There's 

no way to get stuff in there for the match.  And so we 

really, really need some help on the reauthorization or 

somewhere along the line.  I don't know how we can deal 

with that.  

We have a precedence already with the RTP grant.  

The federal government only requires us to have 12 

percent.  So even if we went from 25, Phil, down to 12 

percent, that would be some help.  You guys and the 

SVRAs, not only do you get $30 million to manage 
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200,000 acres, but you don't have to come up with a 

match.  So there's another disadvantage if we have it.  

You get all of this money to manage 200,000 acres.  We 

have to manage 12,500 acres in the California desert, 

and we have to come up with a match.  So there's some 

inequity in the thing.  

So when we do the reauthorization, I want us to 

really start thinking about that, because you get the 

most for your buck using us and working with the BLM 

and Forest Service than you do in an SVRA.  SVRAs are 

needed.  I'm not saying they're not.  It's a different 

religion.  Our religion doesn't need as much work done.  

So please think about that when you go through the 

processes.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.

AGENDA ITEM VII (D) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS

CHAIR SLAVIK:  So, Phil, the director's report 

used to take place about ten o'clock in the morning. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  This should be quick.  It should 

only take about three hours.  

We have actually provided all of the written 

reports in your binders, and you've had those.  And so 

we're going to forego reporting on any of those, 

except we do plan on having -- Amber Purcell is here 

from ASI, and I think her information is very timely.  
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So we're going to have her do a brief presentation on 

that.  

So unless you have any questions about any of 

the specific reports that we have in your binder, we 

can just go straight to that, and that will be the 

final event of the day. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Just for the record, can you just 

tell us the situation with the Onyx acquisition just 

quickly for the audience that may not be aware.

CHIEF JENKINS:  Dan can do it much more quickly 

than I.

AGENDA ITEM VII (D)(2)(C) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS- 

EASTERN KERN COUNTY PROPOSED ACQUISITION

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  Hello, Commissioners.  

Dan Canfield, OHMVR Division Planning manager, speaking 

on a report you have in your binders behind Tab No. 13, 

the Eastern Kern County Acquisition.  

I've reported many times previously to this 

Commission on the State's effort to acquire private 

lands there in the Eastern Kern County near the Jawbone 

and Dove Springs OHV area, approximately 25,000 acres 

of privately-owned land.  

I'm pleased to announce that recently, on 

November 14th of 2014, the California Public Works 

Board approved the State's acquisition of this 
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property, which was the remaining administrative hurdle 

towards the acquisition.  Now the State is working 

through the escrow process, and the acquisition is 

technically in escrow.  

And so it's exciting this acquisition is coming 

to completion, and now we enter the next phase of a 

cooperative management arrangement between the new San 

Andreas District, the BLM Ridgecrest Field Office and 

their cooperating partner, the Friends of Jawbone.  

(Audience applause.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you for that quick, concise 

report.  Would the public like to comment on that?  

Mr. Waldheim.  

ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim, Friends of Jawbone.  

It is a mixed bag.  Yes, we need the acquisition 

by the State of California because nobody else wants to 

buy it.  Nobody else can afford it, and I certainly 

can't afford it.  We are managing it.  I always take -- 

I take it with a kind of a -- it's almost a what have I 

been doing for the last five years with the Friends of 

Jawbone and working with the Bureau of Land Management?  

It's almost like a slap in the face, you know, that 

we're excited about doing new things, that we're going 

to have these opportunities and et cetera, et cetera, 

et cetera.  
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And I would like to humbly tell the Commission 

that we have 30,000 people coming and recreating in 

that area.  It is well managed by the Bureau of Land 

Management in cooperation with the Friends of Jawbone.  

You are not acquiring a piece of junk, a place that is 

totally rundown and destroyed.  To the contrary, you're 

acquiring part of an area.  It's an ACEC, remember 

that.  It's limited use trails that you're acquiring.  

It's not an open area, far from it.  Two sections are 

in the open area, but other than that, it's an ACEC, 

and it has its own conditions, and that is to stay in 

the designated trails, and it is so managed.  Right now 

it is so managed.  

So I look forward to a real close -- we already 

talked with Kathy -- a close cooperation between the 

Bureau of Land Management, Friends of Jawbone and the 

State Parks to make sure we really spend the resources 

on what is needed, rather than to start reinventing the 

wheel.  There is no wheel to be reinvented.  We don't 

need ramadas.  We don't need more restrooms.  We don't 

need hot water.  We want open space, which is what the 

East Kern and Kern County is known for.  That's what we 

advertise for.  

People love to get away from congestions, and 

they'll spread their wings as much as they want to out 
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there.  Nobody is telling them otherwise.  So this is 

what we want to preserve all the way through.  SVRAs 

have their way of managing.  They have their thing.  

This is a different animal.  

I hope to God that the State Parks can realize 

that this is a different type of management they're 

looking for.  Save the money for places that you really 

need the dollars.  This is not a place to go invest 

millions of dollars in infrastructure, millions of 

dollars redoing things that are really not needed.  

So I hope that sound reason will prevail when we 

get together.  I've been promised by Phil and Chris and 

BLM.  Karl is waiting to work with the agencies 

together because up to this point we haven't done 

anything really except just send the MOU, and we 

haven't got anything back yet from the State.  So we 

want to have that dialogue.  

And if somebody from the Commission wants to be 

on there, too, I would welcome that.  But right now 

personally, I have the responsibility for the private 

property in writing to manage the place.  Now, when you 

buy it, my contract with Renewable Resources comes to 

an end, and then now I work strictly for the BLM.  But 

everything I do for Renewable Resources, I have it 

under contract with Renewable Resources to do what I do 
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in that area.  That's where we need to really talk 

about these things.  Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.  Thank you.  

Anybody else that filled out a green card and 

wanted to talk on this subject?

AGENDA ITEM VII (D) - DEPUTY DIRECTOR'S REPORTS

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  Amber.  You've been so 

patient, my dear.  I knew Amber when she was about 16.

AMBER PURCELL:  Yes, you did, actually.  I've 

been in the industry for a while.  

My name is Amber Purcell.  I'm with the ATV 

Safety Institute.  I started out practicing this whole 

thing saying, good morning, Commissioners, then good 

afternoon, and now we are at good evening.  And, in 

fact, now I know when Brent says, you're going to go on 

about 1:00, that means you better book a second hotel 

night, so now I know.  

So my goal in coming and talking to you today is 

just to clarify the issues surrounding ATV safety.  So 

the ATV Safety Institute was formed in 1988 as a 

national way to implement a large-scale ATV safety 

program.  The goal is to promote the safe and 

responsible use of ATVs and reduce the accidents and 

injuries that sometimes can result.  

Specifically what we do is we cover the 
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four-and-a-half-hour hands-on ATV rider course.  This 

course is the one that is acknowledged and accepted by 

the State of California for youth to be able to ride on 

public lands.

What the course covers is straight-line riding, 

braking, turning, sharper turns and then later on in 

the day we go into more advanced skills like how to 

deal with riding over obstacles and dealing with hills.  

Specifically for dune-type situations, obviously 

dealing with hills is really important, so that's 

covered in the later portion of the course.

It's important to note that we train ages six 

and up.  We do this because our supporting 

manufacturers and ASI believes that children are not 

developmentally and cognitively ready to ride an ATV 

until that age.  In fact, some children still may not 

be ready, and the parent needs to use their discretion 

to make sure that the child understands the 

consequences of their actions.  

We want to stress that ATVs are not toys and not 

a ride at Disneyland.  So even though this is a great 

sport, we want people to get into it, it's definitely 

not a way for somebody to try something without 

training.  You've got to have some sort of training 

before you try an ATV.
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We also offer the E course.  Last time I think 

someone met with you guys.  It was Tom Yeager, and it 

was in 2004.  We actually haven't had the E course come 

out yet.  This is the online E course.  It's about 

two-and-a-half hours long.  There are three different 

sections, one for adults, one for teens and one for 

youth.  

This is just an introduction to riding ATVs and 

gives users a sense of safe riding strategies, but in 

no way does it take the place of hands-on training.  

Only one state acknowledges it with supplemental 

training, and that is in Florida.  So I want to stress 

that the E course is not by definition of the law 

accepted as proof of training or meeting the 

certification standard for California's program.

We also have the dealer E course, and this 

teaches dealerships.  You were speaking earlier, 

Commissioner, about this.  This is a great guide.  

There is so much turnover at a dealership.  We want to 

make sure people are educated about what size to sell, 

what size not to sell to a child, and also help in 

selecting the right ATV for every member of the family 

regardless of whether they're an adult or child and 

also talk about our ATV rider course and its offering.  

So that's also online now.  We have that course.  
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So we want to make sure that you know that there 

is training available at Oceano, and so much so that we 

have a training facility at every SVRA.  Oceano is one 

of the few that provides a fenced-off area, willing to 

maintain it and keep it groomed for us.  

If you want to get training, if somebody wants 

their child to be trained, we will train them.  There 

are classes scheduled.  I know earlier, Brent, you had 

mentioned the classes from your group that they were 

doing.  But those were actually agency classes.  We 

actually teach an additional -- I think Diana's point 

was -- I'm sorry, I know you too well.  Commissioner 

Pérez was saying -- her point is public training, and 

the good news is we offer that as well.  And I think 

we've had 12 classes offered this year, but the 

interest has not been there from the public.  And 

that's okay.  

We want more classes.  We want more people to be 

trained.  We want people to go through our course.  But 

if you want it, you can take it.  So there is no 

obstacle.  We're going to provide the ATV.  We're going 

to provide the gear.  It's free in California.  So the 

State subsidizes it so that anybody between the ages of 

six and 15 can participate in the course completely -- 

in fact it's under age 17 can take the course for free.  
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So I wanted to -- I know there's been a lot of 

questions.  It's kind of been a hot topic.  So fire 

away.  I'm ready.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.  We've been waiting 

for this moment.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  So have I.  

The interest for ATV safety at Oceano, I mean I 

see it as it's not that the interest is not there.  

It's just the opportunity is not being offered.  So as 

someone comes into the Oceano Dunes, is there any 

advertisement?  Is there handouts?  How does a parent 

know that there is -- this option is available to them 

if they don't know to go to the website and so forth?  

And, secondly, where the location of the 

training is set at is not that accessible to the 

public.  If I went with my kid and we didn't know how 

to ride and we had just gotten ATVs, it would be very 

difficult to get to the training site.  

So those are two concerns about this because 

I've heard that already that there isn't any interest.  

Why would a parent be interested in taking their kid -- 

I'm just playing devil's advocate -- for a four-and-a- 

half-hour class if I can go to a vendor and get the 

training in ten minutes?  I can see why the public 

would go to a vendor directly versus going to a class, 
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even if it's free.  

So I don't think it's correct to say that the 

public isn't interested in it.  I think that the 

advertising and location is not really accessible to 

the public. 

AMBER PURCELL:  I don't mean to say that there's 

nobody interested in the course; just my point is that 

there are offerings available.  

Now, as far as advertisements and especially 

within Oceano, that's not something that ASI would be 

actively involved in.  We'd be partners with Oceano if 

they had something that they specifically want 

assistance with.  

I can say that the other SVRAs are very rigid 

about the fact that they require the certificate, like 

in places like Gorman and so on.  But I understand, 

too, that they have less amounts of use, and their use 

is very diverse in Oceano.  So I do understand both 

sides.  

As far as a parent wanting to just do ten 

minutes, I would suggest that at a parenting level, you 

certainly wouldn't hand your car keys to your children 

because they can reach the gas and the brake.  So there 

has to be that sort of mindset as well on the parent's 

part.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

305

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I guess my point is that 

somehow -- I actually don't think that a 

four-and-a-half-hour class is extreme.  I don't 

think so.  But I think 10 minutes or 15 minutes with a 

child is not enough.  But I mean I think that most of 

my questions were probably really directed to State 

Parks.  I wasn't expecting you to be able to answer all 

of my questions.  

But I think, you know, unless the Commissioners 

have some additional questions for the ATV Safety 

Institute, I really do have some questions for State 

Parks.

AMBER PURCELL:  Now, wait a second.  I waited 

and drove all the way here. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  You're really here to set the 

tone. 

AMBER PURCELL:  And the tone is we want to work 

with State Parks, and ASI is not an enforcement agency.  

All we want to do is make the course available.  

And SVRAs have been great.  They've been really 

helpful.  They've provided spaces for us to train, and 

they've trained their people to become instructors to 

train the public.  So it's really been cooperative, and 

I want it to keep going that way.  

So anything we can do, please feel free to reach 
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out.  Thank you.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I personally have probably spent 

probably five to six hours here in the last couple of 

weeks just talking about this with individuals and 

trying to get a handle on it.  Thank you, Amber, for 

coming and spending the time with us.  

I know this is a real hot button issue for 

Diana.  She's close to it.  She sees it all the time.  

At this point I think the ATV safety vendors, 

anybody else that's interested in this issue can come 

up.  I'm going to call these names, and if there is 

somebody else in the audience that probably didn't do 

this, we want to finish this topic up, let's do it.

So Zack Zeman, I have your card here.  

ZACK ZEMAN:  Good morning.  My name is Zack 

Zeman.  I'm an instructor employed by Sun Buggy Rental 

on the beach here.  I've been working for Sun Buggy for 

approximately three years.  Prior to that I worked for 

another rental company for approximately nine years, 

which means I really have spent the better part of the 

last 12 years standing in the sand teaching people how 

to ride ATVs in this particular park.  I've seen a 

great deal of what goes on down there, what actually 

happens and what doesn't actually happen.  

I can tell you in a summer when it's busy we see 
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at least an ambulance every single day.  I have to stop 

instruction to do it.  It's a great time for me to stop 

it because it's a really good sobering way to clue 

people into the safety.  So we stop, and we wait for 

the rangers to fly by.  A few minutes later an 

ambulance will fly by.  A few minutes after that Cal 

Fire will come by.  

And we don't know what's gone on.  We just know 

somebody is hurt.  We know that the park is amazing at 

responding to it.  We don't know whether it's one of 

our people or whether it's just a private user.  We 

don't find out until State Parks contacts, then we find 

out about that.

I can tell you generally speaking it's a very 

dangerous park.  You have to really go out of your way 

to not hurt yourself.  You have to be focused on safety 

continuously.  When I'm out there riding, I'm spending 

a good 90, maybe 95 percent of my attention on what's 

coming up, just what's directly in front of me.  

Now, was I capable of doing that when I was ten 

years old, I'm not sure, probably not.  I'm sure I 

didn't understand the consequences of hitting a 

two-foot hole when I was ten years old.  I understand 

those consequences now because I've seen countless 

children with broken wrists, broken collar bones, 
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broken arms, you know, various things -- not just 

children but people in general, but certainly far too 

many children.  

So it's our belief that there needs to be more 

done to regulate it.  I believe the way the system is 

set up right now is that there is no real oversight for 

ATV instruction on the beach.  It's up to each 

individual vendor to do whatever instruction they 

consider necessary.  It's up to the vendors themselves 

to check whether or not there is any certification.  

It's up to the vendor themselves to approve that 

certification and to pass it along.  

I don't know that there is any real guidelines 

or any real consequences for failing to follow any of 

that kind of stuff.  So if I could ask anything, it 

would be to have the State Parks establish guidelines, 

give us some protocols, don't leave it up to the 

vendors.  

We had meetings with the vendors back in 2008 

trying to come up with some kind of protocol to deal 

with safety.  I tell you, we had arguments over whether 

or not people should be required to wear shoes, whether 

or not we should be telling people that riding next to 

the fence could be dangerous.  These are really the 

things we spent our time arguing about.  Like I said, I 
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don't really believe it's something we should be in 

charge of.  

I think that it's simply a matter of the State 

Parks giving us clear guidelines.  We don't have to 

change law to do it.  All we need to do is just to give 

them guidelines.  We have contracts with these people, 

and just make it part of the contract.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.

CHIEF JENKINS:  Cheryl has been going on two 

hours.  She may need just four minutes to stretch her 

fingers.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Oh, I'm sorry.  Five minutes, 

folks.  I know it's getting late.

(Returned at 5:51 from a break starting at 5:47 p.m.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you for waiting.  

CRAIG ANGELLO:  My name is Craig Angello.  I'm 

with Angello ATV.  

Safety is a huge concern.  As a concessionaire, 

it's -- what we do is we provide a service to the 

public and in some cases a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience.  We are constantly looking to improve on 

our safety and trying to improve on that experience for 

the people that come visit the park.  

I've heard a couple of numbers that's been 

thrown out and whatnot.  I can speak to my numbers, 
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which is I have a tenth of a percent of my renters are 

involved in accidents, in 2013 that is.  In 2013 I had 

a total of seven accidents, one juvenile, out of my 

rental company.

What I'm asking that the Commission look at and 

consider is that we ask that the ATV Safety 

Commission -- or Committee be convened, and we look at 

ATV safety laws for a site-specific, vehicle-specific 

ATV safety training that's realistic time frames for 

commercial use.  

I was just explaining during the break that if 

you have a family that's coming through and they're 

from Germany and they hit Yosemite and they're working 

their way down the coastline, they're here for a 

three-hour time frame, they're not going to sit through 

a four-hour hands-on course to ride for two hours.

In 2011, we implemented a brand-new 

straightforward training program.  We have our own 

booklets for all of the training for ATVs and 

side-by-sides.  It takes approximately 45 minutes or 

longer to go through that training, and every person, 

not just children, get this training.  That's something 

I personally think is important, that everybody needs 

to go through that training because a lot of our 

renters are beginners.  They've never done this before, 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

311

or they've done it a handful of times.  

We want to talk specifics about age.  I do not 

believe in age requirements.  Diana talked about her 

nine-year-old not being able to ride certain ATVs or 

roller coasters.  My son who is five and four foot tall 

can ride every ride at Disneyland.  He rides a 90 fine.  

And when I mine ride, we do a lot of instruction and 

about 10 or 15 minutes of ride time.  

As a general public member, I think that is 

fine.  You should be able to do that with your kids; 

that's good parenting.  As a rental company, I've never 

rented to anybody under the age of seven, and that was 

a big seven-year-old, and we spent a lot of time with 

him on that.

We have -- the program already exists.  We just 

need it approved and, you know, obviously iron out a 

few things.  If you look at ASI, great program.  On 

their own picture, though, this kid is too big for this 

ATV.  If he turns right, he's going to hit his knee 

into that throttle and lose control possibly.  

So I understand they have to follow the 

recommendations of age, but the law is rider fit, and 

that is a better way to follow.  And I see I'm out of 

time, but thank you.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you.  Randy Jordan.  
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RANDY JORDAN:  Thank you, Commissioners.  I know 

this is a really hot topic, and I can see the potato 

smoldering in front of you, Ms. Pérez.  I'm glad you 

guys are addressing this.  

This is a vendor policy issue, not a legislative 

issue.  You guys keep referring to this of you need 

legislative assistance to change this.  You will get 

it, but it will be no kids under 18 on public lands, 

like is being adopted all over the country.  It won't 

be a vendor issue anymore.  It will be taken out of 

your hands.  So let's not wait until we have a real 

tragedy with children.  

This past summer we experienced something new.  

On the Internet two posts came up under Yelp reviews of 

traumatic and permanently injured children who rented 

ATVs at Oceano from vendors.  Both of the parents 

called out for the vendor to be closed by the State.  

I'm not saying that they're right or they're wrong, but 

there are two sides to every story.  

But you're starting to get networking people 

understanding and knowing that they're not the only 

person, and you're going to get a little bit of that, 

and you're going to get a lot of publicity, and you 

will get congressional help resolving that.  

You need to take care of this at a vendor's 
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level.  You're either complying with ASI or you're not, 

and we're not.  

Here's what happened when you don't comply with 

ASI.  The whole four-hour thing for a two-hour rental, 

that's what it takes.  You can't get a driver's 

license -- you can't rent a car without the training.  

You can't buy booze under age.  You can't carry a 

gun -- all that stuff, that's what it takes.  When you 

don't enforce ASI, nobody wants to take the course.

The second thing that happens is the vendors 

don't have ASI-trained trainers.  That is a one-week 

course to teach people how to operate an ATV.  You get 

more adults hurt.  You get more kids hurt.  Just having 

the vendors go through the ASI course and be trained by 

ASI raises the level of competency of the trainers, not 

just the trainers for the child.  So it will reduce the 

adult injuries, too.

The risk thing, at-risk sport.  ATV owners 

understand that.  Renters do not.  They stay in motels.  

They eat at restaurants.  They're surgeons from Boston.  

They feel that you are Smokey the Bear's dad.  And 

Smokey the Bear's dad says it's okay to put their kids 

on ATVs, so it's got to be okay.  Then they get hurt.  

Read those Yelps.  They had no idea what was going to 

happen.  
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You guys designed the disclaimer, the disclaimer 

that goes into the contract that makes it their fault 

and that they broke the law.  You ask all of us vendors 

to incorporate that in our contract.  We all had to.  

They don't like that.  It's in there.  She didn't know 

she was signing her rights away.  Read the Yelp.  These 

people have no idea what the reality of it is of going 

off-road with their children.  They think it's okay.

Said 7,000 rentals roughly, so that would be one 

injury in every thousand rentals.  

By the way, we are the only vendor on the beach 

that ever submitted a protocol for approval, and it 

calls for ASI training for younger riders.  And we are 

the orange vendors on the beach not allowed to rent 

ATVs to adolescents because we were not able to get 

approval for our protocol, which exceeds anything that 

anyone else is offering.  

By the way, please let me know on the Chris 

Meadow thing.  That's really near and dear to me 

because I have to report to his father why I'm not 

sending any more money into the fund for the EMS 

training.  So if you guys are going to take action on 

it and reopen it, cool.  If not, then I've got to 

proceed and make it a public thing, okay?  Thank you.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Steve Dayton.  
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STEVE DAYTON:  Hi, my name is Steve Dayton.  I 

represent Steve's ATV.  I'm one of your bigger vendors 

on the beach.  

I guess if I stick to my list here, I know that 

next year that they're going to be looking for other 

ATV safety providers.  And what I wanted to say is I 

really want you to consider having multiple sources of 

ATV safety education, like every other industry.  

Boater safety, gun safety, food safety all has multiple 

sources of safety education and certification.  So the 

idea that we only have one at this time is way behind 

everybody else in the world.  

That being said, Brent brought up earlier that 

ASI put out almost 15 people there at the Oceano Dunes 

in the last two years.  I've put out and taught 40,000 

renters over the last two years to successfully go out, 

ride for two hours with their families and bring 

themselves back in one piece.  

Out of that, I'll speak to my personal safety 

record here.  In 2013, I did 17,000 rental operations, 

and my accident rate was a total of ten with one 

juvenile, out of 17,000 rental operations, and more or 

less you can say that's about 35,000 hours of operation 

total considering most rentals go out for two hours.

Moving on, what I see as the answer to this, if 
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you have multiple sources of ATV safety education, you 

should consider one program that specifically fits ATV 

rental companies, and that could be site-specific, 

equipment-specific for a length of time:  This safety 

education gives you five days at the Oceano Dunes, and 

you've been approved for the 250 Honda or the 125 

Yamaha or whatever it is.  But that could be a 

certified limited-use ATV safety education program, and 

it would fit the need for what we do. 

Anyway, I gave you guys a mocked-up checklist.  

It's got a picture on the front.  That's a birthday 

package that we sell.  Those kids there are basically 

between the ages of, I believe, it's 12 and five.  Dad 

in front has got an ATV safety card, and we see that a 

lot.  

So that being said, I think that about covers 

everything I needed to say.  Thanks a lot.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All right.  Thank you.  

Comments from Commissioners?  Do we entertain 

comments from staff on this?  

CHIEF JENKINS:  Technically speaking, we don't 

usually do public comment on the Deputy Director's 

reports.  I mean if you want to, you can do what you 

want, but just know you're setting a precedence. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I thought we've done it before. 
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CHIEF JENKINS:  It's not the norm. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Okay.  Don Amador.  John Stewart.

JOHN STEWART:  John Stewart with the California 

Association of Four-Wheel Drive.  

ATV safety training is -- I'll admit is not my 

area of expertise, but I will back -- the fact that 

I've been attending these Commission meetings for 12, 

14 years, something like that.  And every once in a 

while, this topic keeps cropping up, and the fact that 

it keeps cycling back to be reviewed is indicative of 

the core issue not being addressed and not being 

corrected.  

It's indicating that something should possibly 

be done.  I think you've heard from some vendors that 

have put forth some ideas.  I know that the one thing 

that I would hate to see happen is a legislative 

solution be pushed down the road because that would not 

be satisfactory to all parties involved, and I think 

being able to work together and come up with some kind 

of collaborative process to work out a solution is a 

prudent choice to pursue.  Thank you.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Dave Pickett.  Ed Waldheim.  

ED WALDHEIM:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

I am very involved in this because we were part 

of the Commission who created this monstrosity.  It was 
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a good program to do because we believed in it.  We 

believed in training the children.  

Diana Pérez, you have to separate the two.  You 

cannot lump in the law with the issues that we have 

here on vendors.  Please do not mix them up.  

We definitely are negligent in not enforcing the 

existing law.  That's been bugging me for a long time.  

But the customers, the public, has the right to get 

training.  We have spent thousands of dollars giving 

money to the agencies for training, and I find now they 

just train staff.  Today, four of my quads in Jawbone 

are gone to BLM to train agency people.  They are not 

training customers.  

So that's why we are getting in the business 

with the grant that we received from you in safety and 

education.  Friends of Jawbone, we're going to get into 

that.  El Mirage, we are already into that.  Paul, we 

will start training people.  

But now the law enforcement people have to start 

asking for that certificate.  That's number one.

Number two, these folks are providing a service 

from the vendors.  That, we need to figure out, how 

they can do it with the people from Germany -- (Speaker 

speaking Spanish.) 

It can't be done.  This is where we don't need 
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legislation.  We need some common sense from the 

Division and from the Commission to how can we 

accommodate those folks on the rental side.  That is 

the area I think we have an issue that we need to 

resolve.  

But, please, do not reinvent the wheel on the 

safety program.  Because the safety program, all we 

have to do is implement it.  Do it.  It's there.  

But we've got to train people.  So just like I 

as a nonprofit is going to really get into and make it 

happen, the law enforcement have to start asking:  Can 

you show me your certificate, or can your parents show 

me your certificate?  

It's got to be phased in now because you can't 

overnight do it.  So over the next year, I would say 

let's put everybody on notice, we will start doing it.  

And then Amber can have all of the customers she can 

want for people to get trained.  That's it.

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Does anybody else have a burning 

desire to talk on this, besides Commissioners?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I want to respond to Ed. 

AMBER PURCELL:  I want to clarify.  Amber 

Purcell, ATV Safety Institute.  

Number one, we are not in a situation where we 

have loads of people who are waiting for training and 
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can't get it.  I really want to make that clear.  

And places like El Mirage, the demand is being 

met.  The people who are interested are getting the 

training.  

Now, I think it's a separate topic to say that 

we need to grow interest.  That's a whole other topic.  

But I want to make sure everybody knows that if you 

want to take an ATV rider course, we will get one for 

you.  They're out there.  They're scheduled.

The other thing was we talked -- the gentleman, 

I'm sorry, I forget his name from -- anyways, one of 

the rental companies was saying that we should go to 

rider fits or this picture of this person on an ATV 

isn't fitting properly because their knees could hit.  

Again, I want to emphasize that just because a child 

can reach the controls of a larger machine, it does not 

mean that we should allow that.  

Now, the manufacturers have done a fantastic 

job, and they have gone from the basic Y-6 category to 

Y-10, Y-12, Y-14.  So they do acknowledge that kids are 

getting bigger, and they need to put them on a larger 

size ATV, but they're keeping the engine size small.  

So a 90-cc, which would normally be for a 12-year-old 

could work for a 14-year-old, but it's on a larger 

frame, if that makes sense.  So the manufacturers are 
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doing the best they can to meet that need.  

We understand it, but we do not believe that 

children should be on adult size machines.  That's a 

recipe for disaster.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I have to ask a couple of 

questions here.  

First off, when a person passes the course and 

gets their certificate, what does their certificate 

look like?  In other words, what do you get to show a 

law enforcement officer?  Is it like a license?  Is it 

a piece of paper?  I mean what are they getting?  

AMBER PURCELL:  It's a square card that has the 

instructor's name, the date of completion of the 

course, and on the back it has things like, you know, 

keep riding, different areas that they should improve 

upon.  It's an actual ATV certification, so you've 

taken the ASI rider course.  So we call it the Rider 

Course Completion Card.

Now, for the youth in California, they also get 

one directly from the State, which is kind of like a 

little driver's license, which gets the kids really 

excited.  But adults only receive the paper ones.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Okay.  In my mind that's a 

problem, having a paper one.  Because as someone that's 

been out many times off-roading, paper items when you 
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go to produce it to show somebody, if I'm the adult and 

I have my child or grandchild at this point with me, it 

would be -- you know, I'm pulling out a piece of paper 

that's sweaty, dirty, whatever.  I'm going to have to 

put it in a plastic bag or something.

A suggestion would be is any of these things 

should have to be a plastic-type one that could be on a 

lanyard that someone could wear around their neck so 

they can produce it right away.  For me, I see this 

being a difficult thing to enforce without having an 

all-weather accessible certificate that they can prove 

that they have this with them.  So I'm just going to 

point that out to start with. 

AMBER PURCELL:  Sure.  Because California does 

enforce it, they send one that's laminated nice for the 

kids.  If an adult wants a copy of that, they can get 

one.  We will send them one, but they have to prompt us 

to let us know.  Most people just put it in their 

wallet.  People take it to the course.  I keep my 

instructor I.D. in my wallet, too.  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Okay.  I think I'm going 

to address this a little bit from the dealership level 

at this point.  I'm going to go a different direction.  

Anyone that purchases a new unit gets this 

offered to them, okay?  They can decline it, okay?  The 
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people that are coming out here and getting on any of 

these rental ATVs cannot decline whatever training is 

given to them.  I think that if we look at this from a 

perspective of if we have a tighter program for the 

renters, it could be something that could work and not 

have to go completely down the four-hour course path.  

But, on the other hand, you're looking at the 

size restrictions, which you're talking about having 

too large of a rider on too small of a chassis is 

definitely a safety problem.  What you're talking 

about -- what the vendors need to understand is they 

need to have the right size motor and the right size 

chassis available for the larger children.  That's very 

important.  

Just because a kid is big, he shouldn't be 

riding on a 400 or what have you.  But if he's big, he 

should not be on a 90 with a chassis that's made for 

someone that's small.  I mean -- I mean not a 90, I 

mean on a 50.  So you can't go to the smaller-type ones 

because it increases the risk of tipping the vehicle 

over.  

So that's real important, for the rental 

agencies to have the proper-sized vehicles with the 

proper motors.  So you pointed that briefly out.  I 

just wanted to kind of elaborate on that for the rest 
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of the people in the crowd.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Commissioner Cabral, I'd like 

to respond to that.  I don't think even I'm saying 

we're not allowing, you know, a 10- or 12-year-old.  

My concern is that we don't have any age 

restriction which means that a three-year-old.  You 

could technically rent an ATV to a three-year-old.  And 

my concern is that we had an article that came out 

where a vendor rented to a four-year-old.  

And I think that there has to be an age 

restriction.  If the manufacturers are saying the limit 

is six -- while I don't know if every child can ride 

one or not, but I think six is probably where you need 

to draw the line.  The vendors need to draw a line.  I 

think we need to draw a line.  

Are you saying that you're okay with a 

three-year-old renting an ATV?  

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  No, I'm not.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Because that's doable right 

now.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  I'm not, and I'm sure the 

vendor's insurance company is not cool with it either.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  They're doing it.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Well, I mean that's an 

unethical business then.
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VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Okay.  That's what I'm trying 

to address.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Well, I've got you.  An 

unethical business shouldn't be operating as a vendor.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I agree.  

But I want to know what State Parks is doing 

about this.  Because if you take a look at the 

contracts -- and, I'm sorry, you guys don't have -- I 

think I gave you guys all a copy of this.  Yes, I did.  

Some of the vendors actually do have a place in 

their contract where a parent -- you know, you scare 

the living daylights out of a parent saying, you can't 

sue us.  It's all your fault if anything happens.  

But there is, for example, here on this 

particular one, this waiver of liability and release 

where the vendor can indicate the ASI certificate 

number.  

And my question to State Parks is who's checking 

to see if this particular item is being filled out by 

the concessionaires?  And why is it that one of them 

has it, and I went through all of them, and some of 

them actually don't have it on their waiver?  They 

don't have any indication.  And this is a difference 

between I think BJ's and I think Arnie's is the other 

one where they don't anything that indicates that they 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

326

are checking for an ATV safety card, that anybody is 

asking for the card.

And then on the card, Amber, my other concern 

with the card is that -- you know, I have one for my 

son.  I mean I can give it to anybody and, you know, 

give that card, and no one is going to prove that that 

children actually earned that ATV certificate because 

there is no photograph on there.  I know kids grow up 

and all that.  But, quite honestly, you can recycle 

them.  Anybody can borrow it if they really wanted to 

do that.

So, again, my concern -- and I really am -- you 

know, I know everybody is here to give their opinion, 

but I'm here to speak to the Commissioners that are on 

this table.  And my question to you is:  

Is this okay with you?  Are you okay with a 

four-year-old -- a parent allowing their four-year-old 

to rent an ATV out in a state park?  

I'm saying that I'm not okay with that.  Am I 

saying that a six-year-old -- you have to draw a line 

somewhere.  So maybe six years old because a 

manufacturer says a six-year-old is okay, fine, I'm 

okay with that, but not a four-year-old.

COMMISSIONER CABRAL:  Okay.  I want to go on 

record to say that I'm okay with the vehicles being 
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rented to them based upon the ATV safety guidelines 

that were established by the Consumer Product Safety 

Commission and the industry.  

And I also believe that if any vendor is renting 

someone the wrong vehicle and is doing it repeatedly, 

that they should not be a vendor because they are not 

living up to the spirit of the law.  An unethical 

business is an unethical business, and they should not 

have a contract.  

And the other problem I see is you have off-site 

vendors -- off-site rental agencies that can do 

whatever the heck they want.  

So I think that, yes, we need to set a standard 

on the SVRA.  But as far as a Commissioner, I can't see 

putting a young person on the wrong vehicle.  I 

wouldn't put a six-year-old behind an automobile, so.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Okay.  And my question is:  

Who is checking to see that this is happening?  

I mean who's responsible?  

CHIEF JENKINS:  We handle that the same way we 

handle all driver's license checks.  If somebody comes 

to our attention -- we don't just randomly stop people 

and say do you have a driver's license, because you 

would be amazed at the number of unlicensed drivers in 

California.
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VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  But it happens, and we do 

have checks. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  We don't at the dunes.  It's not 

routine in California to stop people randomly and see 

if they have their driver's license.  

If they come to the attention of law enforcement 

because they've either done something irresponsible or 

been involved in an accident, then the rangers do check 

for the card.  And if the card is not there, then they 

take the appropriate action.  Sometimes they might 

issue a citation.  That will go to the DA.  If the 

person doesn't have it in their possession, then, you 

know, they have to send it in after the fact.  If they 

can't produce it, if it wasn't in their possession, 

that becomes an issue that the DA decides whether 

that's worth prosecuting or not.  

So, yes, it is not something that we just go out 

and start stopping people and ask if they have a card.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Okay.  So what I'm hearing is 

State Parks is not checking and neither are the 

concessionaires checking so nobody is really checking.  

No one is asking for an ATV safety card. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  What we're saying is when 

there's a problem, we check.  When there's a problem, 

we check.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

OHMVR Commission Regular Meeting held December 12, 2014

329

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  You know, I've been out on 

the dunes, and my understanding -- let's see, Ranger 

Pearce gave out 109 citations, is what he said, out 

of -- but most of them were warnings.  

So I would ask did this parent who rented this 

ATV for their four-year-old, did they have an ATV 

safety card?  That's one of my questions.  I don't 

think we really know. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  They didn't have one.  It's 

impossible.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  They don't have one, and I 

don't think anybody checked. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  And it's important to keep in 

mind, if I might add, we have gone over this.  I've 

spent years of my life tracing these numbers down.  

In the United States, California is one of the 

safest states to ride on ATVs.  In California, the 

SVRAs are one of the safest places to ride in.  In the 

SVRAs, riding from a vendor in Oceano Dunes is one of 

the safest places to ride in.  

ASI, the rangers and the vendors, they're way, 

way below the national average.  I challenge you to 

look at the numbers of accidents on young adults riding 

ATVs and compare to any ski slope in the nation of 

similar-aged children, and you'll be amazed at how safe 
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it is to ride a rental ATV at Oceano Dunes.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Okay, Chief.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  If I can just interject 

one thing, and that's all good information.  

I think what Diane is looking for here:  Is 

there any kind of mechanism to make sure that the ASI 

check is being done on the front half and not after?  I 

think that's what she's getting at.  Is there any 

mechanism in place to make sure that this is done on 

the front half?  

CHIEF JENKINS:  At the time that we gave 

guidance to the district on how they should work with 

their contracts, we looked with the legal office at the 

time.  It wasn't her.  We worked with the legal office 

at the time about how should we appropriately do that.  

And what we came up with was self-certification was the 

best way to go.  And that's why the contracts are how 

they are.  The adult has to verify that they're in 

compliance with the law.  

Can that be changed?  Yeah, we can look at that.  

Can we look at reconvening the ATV Safety Committee?  

I'm all for looking at all of these things again, 

because I think Brent said -- somebody said it earlier, 

one accident is too many.  One accident is too many.  

We get that.  We want to drive that lower.  
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But I don't want anybody to walk out of the room 

with the perception that everybody is not doing a darn 

good job right now.  We can make it better.  We can 

look at on the next review or the next time around on 

the contracts, we can insist that they produce a card.  

That would be one option.  

Because right now the vendor training that's 

done isn't in lieu of the ASI training; it's in 

addition to, which is why we get such good safety 

records with these renters.  They have to have an adult 

supervising them.  In most instances, the kids aren't 

going to have a card.  It's going to be an adult 

supervising them.  

My experience working 30 years in State Parks is 

you're going to get a lot better compliance with an 

adult supervising a children than with a young child 

remembering a course they might have taken two years 

ago.  Yes, we can make it better.  I want to make it 

better, and I want to work with you guys to do some of 

these things.  

I just don't want it to be -- that newspaper 

article, I spent hours with that author informing him 

of everything I know about this issue.  None of it made 

it into the article.  He had written his article before 

he talked to us.  That was clear.  
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We can make it better.  We want to make it 

better.  I just want you to go home knowing we're doing 

a good job.  The staff is doing a good job.  The 

renters are doing a good job.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  What do you recommend we can 

do better?  

CHIEF JENKINS:  When we look at the contracts 

again and we work with legal and we get them to produce 

the card, then you know you've got 100 percent 

compliance.  That's easy.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  We currently have a contract 

that says you must produce the card. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  The contract says they have to 

be in compliance with laws.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'm sorry, say that again.

CHIEF JENKINS:  The contract says they have to 

be in compliance with the laws.  They certify that they 

have a card.  They don't have to show the card.  They 

have to sign, initial that says, yes, I have a card or 

my child has a card.  They don't have to produce it.  

The law says they have to have it in their 

possession.  They have to tell the vendor that they're 

in compliance, but we're not making them physically 

pull out a card and show it.  That's an easy fix there.  

And, of course, we spoke off-line about the 
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other issue of how do we address the whole gap about 

how the state licenses -- or certificates.  It's a 

little bit of a separate issue, but it comes into play 

because a lot of the folks go online and get one 

without hands-on.  And there are definitely ways we can 

address that as well.  

So I look forward to working with you to get it 

better.  I don't want you to interpret my passion on 

this subject for reticence to act.  It's just I know 

that the staff has put their heart and soul into making 

this a better program.  And even Dr. Foreman earlier 

today said there's been a tremendous improvement.  And 

that's because their folks over there have been working 

their tails off for the last years.  Daphne and I made 

it a personal crusade to drive that number down, and 

we've done it.  We can go further.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  The ATV Safety Committee, I 

mean it hasn't been established in the last 20 years.  

That's what I've heard.  How long is it going to take 

before you can start looking at some of these?  I mean 

it just seems like another process. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  We can do that anytime.  As soon 

as the issue came up, Chris said, yes, let's pull them 

together and talk.  

The reason they haven't met in 20 years is 
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because we've been really successful with the ASI 

program.  The people are identifying concerns.  There 

is no trouble to bring that committee together and 

review where we are.  

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Thank you, Chief.  That's a good 

summary of it.  

I agree.  I mean in a certain way we've got the 

tail wagging the dog here.  Because of a newspaper 

article, it's risen this issue up to a higher profile, 

if you will, but it doesn't necessarily mean there is a 

problem.  

And I think with the convening of the ATV Safety 

Committee, you guys have heard the testimony.  I 

encourage you to put together -- as a subcommittee to 

meet with representatives of whoever you need to meet 

with.  You can call the meetings.  Tom Yager, like I 

said, has a lot of information, background information, 

that you can get started with.  

In the end we can do -- I'll say this again.  We 

can do all this, and somebody is still going to get 

hurt.  That's a fact of life.  So let's move forward 

with this thing.  Let's do the best job we can.  

Your staff has done a wonderful job.  I believe 

you had something you wanted to say, Brent?  Do you 

want to make a closing comment on this, or do you think 
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the Chief did it?

SUPT. MARSHALL:  The Chief covered all of my 

points.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Phil, Oceano Dunes SVRA asked 

for additional staff support and in particular a 

position to support some accountability with some of 

the concessionaires.  How can we assure -- and I don't 

understand why those positions were not approved.  

Because I do believe that they're doing an amazing job.  

I mean you look at all of the things that 

they're trying to juggle.  Brent, I actually -- don't 

get me wrong.  You guys are very impressive; you really 

are.  

And my concern is how are we supporting the park 

to assure that they get the staff that they need, and 

why were those positions not accepted?  

CHIEF JENKINS:  That is a -- that's a question 

that's much bigger than the Division, the park and the 

Division or even State Parks.  We've gone through 

numerous position sweeps in all state government over 

the last several years.  The most recent one that we 

got one last month.  We are losing positions daily, so 

adding new positions just isn't in the cards right now.  

What we're doing instead is we're having to take 

a hard look and where we prioritize positions that we 
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have.  And that's not -- like I said, that's not unique 

to hear.  That is all state government.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Is there anything this 

Commission could do to support the Division?  Is there 

anything that we can do?  

CHIEF JENKINS:  I'm hesitating because there are 

a lot of things that you can do, but there's nothing 

that I'm going to recommend you do because that's not 

my role.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I would like to suggest to 

the Commissioners that we send either a letter of 

support -- I don't know to who, if it's the Governor or 

the Department of Finance.  But I really would like to 

support the Oceano Dunes SVRA to have the staff that 

they need to do the work that they need to do.  

I think it is important to show them that we are 

behind them, and I really don't know how we could do 

that.  I think that the quotes of, well, there's not 

that many kids that get hurt, I'm sorry, there are 

some, and that's enough for me to be concerned.  And I 

do want parents to have choices.  Some folks from out 

of the country are going to want to take the course.  

Maybe some won't, but some will, and we're not offering 

them that choice.

So I would like to propose that we send a letter 
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and maybe figure out to whom where we can show our 

support to Oceano Dunes with the staffing and taking a 

look at some of the current law and some of the 

concessionaire contracts and see if we can address some 

of those concerns.  I'm just trying to figure out -- 

I'd like to do something besides just walk out. 

CHIEF JENKINS:  What we need to do is agendize 

this for the next meeting.  This wasn't agendized.  We 

can't take any action on it.  It was just in the 

report.  By the next meeting, we can work with you and 

the Safety Committee to come up with a plan of action.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  So I want to make sure it 

gets on the next agenda.  Do I just ask for it?  Is 

that what I need to do?  

CHIEF JENKINS:  The man is right there.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Well, Paul is still the 

Chair, right?

CHAIR SLAVIK:  For only another ten minutes.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Okay.  All right.  Because I 

would like to see this issue to continue.  I don't 

think it's necessarily resolved at this point.  And if 

your recommendation is for us to put it on the agenda, 

then I support that.  I'd like to continue the 

discussion.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I think that might be a 
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good way to go because that might give us some time to 

kind of focus in on what really needs to done and get 

more facts on the situation.  Because we're talking 

about people's livelihoods here.  We're talking about 

children's lives.  There's a lot at stake.  

So I think the time between now and March would 

be well spent to really look into this more and get all 

of the information we need to make sure that whatever 

it is we do, it's the right thing, and it's not just 

spinning wheels and going around in circles. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  That's absolutely right.  You are 

the ATV Safety Subcommittee.  You have charge to do 

that.  You can do anything you want.  You can do 

anything you want.  You can talk for the next six weeks 

together if you want.  

Tom Bernardo over there, he's got a lot of 

information that can be supportive to you and allow you 

to make informed decisions.  

In the end, the ATV Safety Committee being 

convened is going to be able to make the 

recommendations, and actually I think they can enact -- 

if they want a state training -- going in the direction 

of a new state training organization, the ATV Safety 

Committee can recommend that, a state training 

organization.  They can write the parameters for that 
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organization for an agreement, right?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  Sure, they can do that.  But 

everything the ad hoc committee has to do has to come 

back to the Commission.  That's the nature of that type 

of committee. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  Right.  So between now and the 

next Comission meeting, you've got your work cut out 

for you.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'm asking that this item be 

on the next agenda of the next Commission meeting, and 

I'd like to hear a second or.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I'll second that. 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  All in favor say aye.  

(Simultaneous voice vote by Commissioners.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  We all agree.  

Any other business item?  

Before I strike the gavel, seeing that this 

is -- I'd like to thank everybody for the time that 

I've spent here.  I have one more year to go.  But as 

the Chairman, I think I've taken this Commission in 

some different directions, the Sand Sport Super Show, 

the Dirt Diggers Race, a bunch of different places.  

And I'm particularly proud of the relationships that 

we're building with the other commissioners and moving 

on with that, and I hope that the new Chairman will 
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continue that.  

I think we've got a lot of opportunities to push 

this Commission into really new territory.  The new 

acquisitions are amazingly exciting landscapes to start 

working with, and I think like Erin here, fresh.  She's 

somebody that has no OHV background at all.  She's 

taking this all in.  Her walking into Onyx or getting a 

lap around Onyx, that's going to blow you away, the 

possibilities there.

Ed, I love you, but the reality is that Onyx 

is -- that property -- there's a lot of opportunity 

there that's not being utilized, and I'm not talking 

about single-track trail.  I've heard all kinds of 

people complain there isn't enough built single-track 

trail to really keep people busy.  I mean you have a 

million acres over on the other side of the property, 

but anyway.  

It's going to be a long process obviously, 

right, for the General Plan to actually get on the 

ground.  But to see Carnegie, to see the acquisition at 

Hungry Valley and to see the Onyx acquisition come 

online and be State Parks is a legacy for this 

Commission that I think that we can all be really proud 

of.  

Thank you for the opportunity for me to serve.  
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(Audience applause.) 

CHAIR SLAVIK:  I close this Commission meeting.  

(Commissioner Murphy moved and Commissioner 

Lueder seconded the motion to adjourn.)

(Meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m.) 

--oOo-- 
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