March 10, 2009

Dear Members of the OHMVR Division :

Recently, news media (including USA TODAY, The Bakersfield Californian, Antelope Valley Press, the Associated Press, and  Bakersfield’s Channel 23) have directed attention to a growing clash between property owners in Kern County and an increasingly brazen group of illegal off-road-vehicle riders.
As a member of Community ORV Watch Kern County, I would like to lend my voice in support of our County Sheriff’s Department, which has truly “stepped up to the plate” to help address this clash before it becomes a crisis.  

Consider the following recent events:

· Several of our businesses and public entities in the County, including Edwards Air Force Base, Tejon Ranch Company, Wildlands Nature Conservancy, Portland Cement, and Kern Wind Energy Association (KWEA), have suffered big losses at the hands of these ORV marauders.  One spokesperson for KWEA estimated that damage to their wind turbine systems has easily mounted into the tens of thousands of dollars.
· Ranchers in the Rosamond area of southern Kern County have had fences cut, signs damaged or stolen, animals “chased” by wild riders, and have been physically threatened by riders.
· One young girl, trail riding her horse in the Golden Hills area, was thrown and seriously injured when trespassing OHVs raced past “revved” their engines, watching while the girl’s terrorized horse bucked and spun.

· Another equestrian, riding on his own land, was threatened by off-road riders and told to “get out of this area.”

· During 2004, an off-road vehicle rider, trespassing on private lands and cutting across a man-made “trail,” was struck and killed by a government contractor truck.  The surviving family members sued and won their case, even though the victim was on private land without permission.

Those of us who belong to Community ORV Watch, both here in Kern County and  throughout the state (since affiliated groups are growing rapidly), genuinely appreciate the right of the many, many thousands of OHV owners and riders who pursue their recreational hobby in a lawful, respectful manner, mindful of the rights of property owners and taxpayers.  We know that it has only been “a few bad apples” spoiling the bunch.  But spoil it they have, to the point of grievous danger.  Last year, at least two wildfires in our County were reportedly started by OHV riders.  These fires caused loss of life, loss of properties, and millions of dollars in firefighting costs.

We salute our dedicated County Sheriff’s for all the work they’re doing to fight illegal off-roading.  We especially appreciate their “zero tolerance policy.”  They need all the help they can get.  We hope you will be part of that help.

Very truly yours,
Mesonika Piecuch, Spokesperson
ORV WATCH KERN COUNTY

(661)878-7838
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