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To Whom it Concerns:

| am writing on behalf of the Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA) and its 7000 members
to support the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest’s request for funding from the
California State Park Off Highway Vehicle program. We believe it is critical the Humboldt-
Toiyabe National Forest has the adequate resources to effectively manage and protect the
Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PCT); in doing so, the Humboldt-Toiyabe must have the
resources to manage the motorized uses that occur near the PCT.

Across the entire PCT, from Mexico to Canada, PCTA coordinates volunteer maintenance
projects to keep the Trail up to the highest standard possible. In the last year well over
1000 volunteers put in 72,000 hours of volunteer labor on the Trail as a part of our efforts
to preserve, protect and promote the PCT. PCTA has been an active partner with the
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest in both the Bridgeport and Carson Ranger Districts in
coordinating and managing volunteer maintenance programs to maintain and protect the
PCT.

The Bridgeport Winter Recreation Area (BWRA) and surrounding lands offer incredible
motorized and non-motorized recreation opportunities. The PCT travels near the
boundary of the BWRA, and has been subject to illegal trespass by motorized use (snow
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mobiles) for many seasons. PCTA has been involved in the discussions of the
management of the BWRA since the agency’s initial efforts to manage snowmobile use.

In 2009 the BWRA became the first congressionally recognized winter recreation area. It
will be critical the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest manage the BWRA effectively from
the start. To do this, the Forest must have the necessary resources to ensure an excellent
experience for motorized users while protecting the PCT and surrounding wilderness
areas for non-motorized users. Successful initial management of the area will have future
ramifications in regards to long term compliance. Key elements for successful
management of the BWRA that require funding are:
e Patrol and enforcement of the area
e Reducing user conflict through:
0 Adequate education and clear boundaries for motorized and non-
motorized users through:
= Signage of closed areas (Wilderness and PCT)
= Kiosks or educational signage

The PCTA strongly supports the award of California State Parks Off-Highway Motor Vehicle
funds for the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest. These funds will be essential in
supporting the effective management of the first congressionally recognized winter
recreation area and other important public lands administered by the Humboldt-Toiyabe
National Forest, protecting the surrounding Wilderness Areas and protecting the Pacific
Crest National Scenic Trail.

Thank you,

Justin Kooyman
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