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SECTION 1: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Introduction 

The County of Kern is the lead agency responsible for the preparation of the Draft Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) for the Bakersfield State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA) project.  The Draft 
EIR is a Program EIR which identifies and evaluates the potential broad-scale environmental impacts 
associated with the land acquisition and development of the Bakersfield SVRA at a conceptual-
planning level.  The City of Bakersfield, as the applicant, is the acting agent for the State of California 
to acquire the 11,000-acre property off Round Mountain Road northeast of the City of Bakersfield in 
the unincorporated portion of Kern County, and to obtain a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for an off 
highway vehicle (OHV) park.  If the project is approved, the property is proposed to be purchased and 
operated by the Off Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Division of California State Parks 
as a SVRA.  Subsequent CEQA documentation will be prepared by the State for the State Park 
General Plan and SVRA project-level site development plan.  

The proposed project being analyzed in this EIR is a Concept Plan for the Bakersfield SVRA, 
described briefly below and in greater detail later in this section: 

The Concept Plan for the Bakersfield SVRA is a composite of land use and recreational proposals, 
identifying a proposed off-highway vehicle major use area and generalized off-highway vehicle 
movement patterns.  Although planning for the Bakersfield SVRA is currently only at a conceptual 
level, it is anticipated that facilities and operations at the Bakersfield SVRA will resemble other State 
SVRAs.  Description of facilities and operations commonly occurring at SVRAs within the State of 
California are provided later in this section. 

The County of Kern will process a Conditional Use Permit (CUP No. 3, Map 59; CUP No. 1, Map 
60; and CUP No. 8, Map 83); an Exclusion from Agricultural Preserve (Agricultural Preserve No. 
14); and a Program EIR.  The County, as administrator of the Agricultural Preserve in Kern County, 
will also provide findings per Government Code Section 51292 et al for the State acquisition of the 
property.  Findings must also be made for cancellation of the Williamson Act contract.  If approved, 
an agreement will be signed between the State and Kern County to guarantee implementation and 
compliance with all conditions and mitigation measures of the Conditional Use Permit and EIR. 

Refinement of the Bakersfield SVRA Concept Plan based on environmental constraints specifically 
locating SVRA trails and ancillary facilities will occur during preparation of a State Park General 
Plan and project-level site development plan.  Subsequent documentation required by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) will analyze the environmental impacts of the detailed project-
level site development plan. 
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This Executive Summary includes the required contents set forth by CEQA Statutes and Guidelines, 
identifies the purpose of the Draft EIR, provides an overview of the proposed project and alternatives, 
and summarizes the potential impacts and mitigation measures associated with the proposed project.  

Purpose and Use of This Draft EIR 

CEQA requires a lead agency to prepare an EIR if the lead agency determines that a proposed project 
may cause a significant environmental impact.  The purposes of an EIR are to provide full disclosure 
of the potentially significant environmental effects of the project to the public and the decision-
makers and to identify ways to avoid or minimize such impacts.  The preparation of an EIR is a 
public process that is intended to provide meaningful opportunities for public input with regard to 
environmental effects. 

There are various types of EIRs.  This Draft EIR is a Program EIR, as defined under CEQA, Section 
15168, which identifies and evaluates the potential broad-scale environmental impacts associated 
with the land acquisition and development of the Bakersfield SVRA at a conceptual-planning level.  
CEQA Guidelines Section 15168(a) General reads: 

 A program EIR is an EIR which may be prepared on a series of actions that can be 
characterized as one large project and are related either: 

 

• Geographically, 
 

• As logical parts in the chain of contemplated actions, 
 

• In connection with issuance of rules, regulations, plans, or other general criteria to 
govern the conduct of a continuing program, or 

 

• As individual activities carried out under the same authorizing statutory or regulatory 
authority and having generally similar environmental effects which can be mitigated in 
similar ways.” 

 
Various advantages of use of a Program EIR and its use with later activities are detailed in Guidelines 
Section 15168 (b), (c).  Future project-level site development plans subject to additional discretionary 
review will require subsequent environmental review in compliance with the State CEQA Guidelines, 
and will utilize this Program EIR as a foundation document for tiered-review under CEQA. 

The County of Kern, as lead agency, has the principal responsibility for processing and approving the 
Program EIR.  In accordance with CEQA, the lead agency will be required to make findings for each 
environmental impact of the project that cannot be mitigated to below a level of significance.  If the 
lead agency determines that the benefits of the proposed project outweigh unmitigated significant 
environmental effects, the agency will be required to adopt a statement of overriding considerations, 
stating the reasons supporting their action notwithstanding the project’s significant environmental 
effects.  Other public agencies (i.e., Responsible and Trustee Agencies) may use this EIR in their 
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decision making or permit processing and will consider the information in this EIR along with other 
information that may be presented during the CEQA process.  A more detailed discussion and 
identification of the Responsible and Trustee Agencies has been provided in Section 2, Introduction, 
of this document. 

Section 15123 of the CEQA Guidelines provides that an EIR shall contain a brief summary of the 
proposed action and its consequences.  This Executive Summary identifies each significant 
environmental effect with proposed mitigation measures and alternatives that would reduce or avoid 
the effect; areas of concern known to the lead agency, including issues raised by regulatory agencies 
and the public; and issues to be resolved, including the choice among alternatives and whether or how 
to mitigate the significant effects. 

Project Overview 

Local and Regional Setting 
The Bakersfield SVRA property (project site or site) is located in the north-central portion of Kern 
County, California, approximately 9 miles northeast of the City of Bakersfield (see Exhibits 3-1, 3-2, 
and 3-3 in Section 3).  The project site is north of State Route (SR) 58, south of SR-155, east of SR-
65, and west of SR-178.  The project site is located in various Sections within Township 27 South, 
Range 28 East; Township 27 South, Range 29 East; and Township 28 South, Range 29 East as found 
on the USGS Pine Mountain and Knob Hill, California, United States Geological Survey (USGS) 
7.5-minute topographic quadrangles.  The project site, 10,930 acres in actual size, is located in a hilly 
area northeast of the intersection of Round Mountain and Adobe Canyon Roads.  

Surrounding Land Uses 
Surrounding properties are currently used mainly for cattle grazing with the exception of the 
following (see Exhibits 3-4.1 through 3-4.13): 

• Mining operations to the northeast of the project site. 
 

• Southern California Edison (SCE) power line corridor, communications tower and facilities for 
paging to the east and west of the project site. 

 

• A mix of oil production and exploration activities, including some active oil wells, to the south 
and east of the project site. 

 

• A chemical disposal facility for petroleum waste west of the project site, approximately 1.3 
miles west of the intersection of Adobe Canyon and Round Mountain Roads. 

 
A total of ten residences exist within a two-mile radius of the project site (see Exhibit 3-7).  The 
nearest of these residences is 0.2 mile south of the project boundary, located on the north side of Poso 
Creek.  Additional residences exist along Granite Road, at the intersection and south of Round 
Mountain Road.  
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Proposed Project Objectives 
Demand for legal OHV riding areas is increasing, while traditional riding opportunities are 
diminishing because of urbanization and closure of unauthorized areas.  The OHMVR Division of 
California State Parks is charged with meeting the need for legal, managed OHV opportunities for 
this increasingly popular activity.  Several objectives of the OHMVR Division, as stated in their 
Mission Statement, are as follows: 

• Provide leadership statewide in the area of OHV recreation. 
 

• Acquire, develop, and operate state-owned vehicular recreation area (SVRAs). 
 

• Provide for a statewide system of managed OHV recreational opportunities. 
 

• Insure that quality recreational opportunities remain available for future generations by 
providing for education, conservation, and enforcement efforts that balance OHV recreation 
impact with programs that conserve and protect cultural and natural resources.   

 
Specific objectives developed for the Bakersfield SVRA project are as follows: 

• Establish OHV opportunities in keeping with the identified recreation goals and policies of the 
Kern County General Plan and Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan, and County’s Land 
Use/Conservation/Open Space Elements.  

 

• Provide managed, protected and defined OHV opportunities within a California State Park for 
populations within and outside the Southern Central Valley and the Metropolitan Bakersfield 
area. 

 

• Implement an OHV park plan that recognizes environmental issues/constraints, and provides 
for managed OHV opportunities accessible from the Metropolitan Bakersfield area while also 
protecting known environmental and cultural resources. 

 

• Establish a formal, managed OHV area near Metropolitan Bakersfield to replace the areas lost 
to urbanization that were unofficially used for OHV activities. 

 

• Provide a framework for active management and protection of on-site resources. 
 

• Provide educational opportunities related to responsible OHV use. 
 

• Incorporate resource education and interpretive features in OHV park design for on-site 
environmental and cultural resources. 

 
Proposed Project Characteristics 
The project site is approximately 11,000-acres.  City of Bakersfield records indicate the property is 
exactly 10,929.589 acres in size.  Additional property will be added for offsite access to the project 
from Round Mountain Road, a County-maintained road.  All avenues to acquire the additional access 
property are being investigated.  
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Small areas indicated as “Not a Part” within the central and eastern portions of the property are not 
contained within the project site but may be purchased at a later date for future trails, access and/or 
environmental protection (see Exhibit 3-2).     

A Concept Plan for the Bakersfield SVRA has been prepared and is a composite of land use and 
recreational proposals, identifying a proposed major use area and generalized off-highway vehicle  
movement patterns (see Exhibit 3-6).  Refinement of the Bakersfield SVRA Concept Plan based on 
environmental constraints and specifically locating SVRA trails and ancillary facilities will occur 
during preparation of more detailed project-level plans.  Subsequent CEQA documentation will 
analyze the environmental impacts of the more detailed project-level plans that include the State Park 
General Plan and SVRA project-level development plan. 

Although planning for the Bakersfield SVRA is currently only at a conceptual level, it is anticipated 
that facilities and operations at the Bakersfield SVRA will resemble other State SVRAs.  The 
following paragraphs describe facilities and operations commonly occurring at SVRAs within the 
State of California. 

It is anticipated that the Bakersfield SVRA site will be open during daylights hours, 7 days per week.  
The primary use of the park would be for recreational use of all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), motorcycles 
and 4-wheel drive vehicles (SUVs and trucks) operated on maintained trails and within fenced 
activity areas and would accommodate approximately 100,000 visitors annually with peak periods 
occurring on holidays.  Ancillary uses that could be added for recreational purposes to the SVRA, if 
appropriate funding services are found, include a Skateboard Park or BMX Track, Ground Radio 
Control Area, rock climbing, camping areas, and a snack bar.  The project would consist of fenced 
activity areas, Interpretive Areas and an Environmental Learning Center, which would be linked by a 
trail system designed to provide access for hikers and off-highway vehicles.  A non-motorized buffer 
area is anticipated to prevent residential encroachment on the park and to create a physical buffer 
between the park activity areas and surrounding land uses, limiting noise and other compatibility 
impacts.  The buffer area could also be used for continued cattle grazing, fire prevention, mountain 
biking and/or hiking.  The location of the potential perimeter buffer is to be determined.  

Access to the project site is currently proposed to be from Adobe Canyon Road via Round Mountain 
Road.  Adobe Canyon Road will be improved and realigned north from Round Mountain Road to the 
project site.  However, different alternative access routes are being investigated by the State for 
possible primary access to the site as well as secondary emergency access to the remote locations of 
the property.  Once main and secondary access locations are determined, they will be analyzed as part 
of the subsequent environmental review for the State Park General Plan and development plan.  All 
avenues to acquire the additional access property are being investigated.  It is anticipated that 
secondary emergency and fire access will be from the northeast corner of the project site to connect to 
Bakersfield Glennville Road.   
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Project plans will likely include a Loop Road and a Bypass Road on the project site to provide access 
between the activity areas and other components of the project.  It is anticipated that all components 
of the project would be accessible by off-highway vehicles.  The Loop Road would connect the 
activity areas.  The Bypass Road would be used for deliveries and staff access.  There are currently 
electrical and telephone utilities serving the project site.  The project would require the extension of 
communication and water services, and the establishment of septic services.  Communication services 
would be necessary for site operations and emergency response.  Water service to the site would need 
to be installed for landscaping and dust control, necessary for park operations and for wildland fire 
emergency response.  Septic systems would be installed for the Administrative Office.  Pre-
manufactured vault-type restrooms would be installed at various locations throughout the site for 
public use.  Disposal of refuse generated by the project would be handled by a private company and 
deposited at a County-owned landfill.    

A crew of maintenance personnel would manage the long-term operation and maintenance of the 
park, and would be available during daily office hours in the Administrative Offices to be established 
on-site.  A maintenance crew would provide park maintenance to ensure all features of the park are 
fully functioning.  Maintenance of the park would require periodic surface grading of the trails and 
some of the activity areas to provide an acceptable contact surface for OHV use.  Project areas could 
be closed to OHV use periodically through the use of barriers such as fences, hay bales, brush piles 
and signing when necessary for maintenance.  Storage and limited maintenance of light and heavy 
duty vehicles, including a front loader, water truck, bull dozer, dump truck, grader, trail tractor and 
flat-bed trucks would occur on-site as part of the park maintenance program. 

The park would also include a Fire Management and Medivac component for emergency response.  
This would consist of a 50,000 gallon water tank, several dip sites for aerial fire fighting, a cleared 
320’ radius landing area for emergency-related helicopters, and a solar-powered 911 call box. 

It is anticipated that a snack bar facility would be constructed on site to serve the proposed OHV park.  
The snack bar would be operated by a concessionaire and would be available for special events 
related to the primary uses of the park.  Secondary concession buildings would be located in some of 
the activity areas.    

Dry camping areas for overnight use could be established as ancillary uses to the primary OHV use, 
possibly in the southwest portion of the site.  The campsites would be for dry camping in both tents 
and Recreational Vehicles (RVs).  Each campsite would consist of a dirt pad and barbeque/fire pit and 
would be landscaped with trees for shade.  No water or sewer/septic service at the campsites would be 
available.  The camping area would be served by pre-manufactured vault-type restroom facilities 
constructed with septic systems, accessible from all campsites. 

Interpretive areas would highlight natural features or history of the park and would be linked with the 
planned activity areas via the proposed trail system.  Interpretive areas and interpretative trails would 
be American Disability Act (ADA)-compliant and accessible by OHV, on foot, or by wheeled device, 
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and will be points of informal recreation and education related to the historical use of the property by 
Native Americans, oil production, mining, and ranching.  The OHMVR Division and its facilities are 
ADA accessibility compliant, enabling impaired individuals to get into the backcountry.   

Potential activity areas that may be included as part of the Bakersfield SVRA project are as follows: 

A. Main Entrance - Providing access to the park and to other facilities off the main entrance 
road.  

 

B. Skateboard Park/BMX Track - This area would consist of an area designed for 
skateboard use and would include spectator seating areas and parking lots with access from 
Adobe Canyon Road and the Loop Road. 

 

C. Ground Radio Control Area - This area would consist of a graded dirt rink and an asphalt 
track designed for the operation and use of remote controlled vehicles.  Parking lots with 
access from the Loop Road and spectator seating areas would be provided.  

 

D. Environmental Learning Center - This area would consist of constructed, simulated 
ecosystems and would include a trail network for hikers and off-highway vehicles from the 
Loop Road.  This area would be utilized by park visitors and academic groups for 
education opportunities regarding various natural ecosystems. 

 

E. Pay to Play Fee Gate - This area would be a paved controlled vehicular access point to the 
park from the Loop Road.  Park attendants would be stationed at this point to collect user 
fees for access and use of OHV features of the park.  This area would include three 
vehicular lanes entering the park and three lanes for exit and would accommodate 
passenger cars and big-rig trucks.  Emergency and staff parking would be provided. 

 

F. Administration Area - This area would be used as the Park Headquarters and would be the 
operations center of the park.  A Park Ranger would be stationed out of the Administration 
Area during park hours.  The snack bar, maintenance building and visitor parking areas 
would be located here.  Access would be provided via the Loop Road and the Bypass Road.  
The Bypass Road would terminate at this location. 

 

 Additionally, a Fire Management and Medivac Area would be proposed at this location and 
would consist likely of a 50,000 gallon water tank, several dip sites for aerial fire fighting, a 
cleared 320’ radius landing area, and a solar-powered 911 call box. 

G. Training Area 3 - This activity area would be constructed for training (Level 1) on small 
ATVs and motorcycles.  It would be for drivers who are learning OHV skills.  This area 
would consist of a graded flat dirt rink with hay bails placed in a pattern providing a riding 
course.  Parking lots and spectator seating would be provided.  Access to this area would be 
provided from Adobe Canyon Road. 

 

H.   Training Area 3A - This activity area would be constructed for training (Level 2) and 
would be used by ATV and motorcycle operators who are developing their skills beyond 
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the beginning level.  This area would include a graded dirt track.  Access to this area would 
be provided from Adobe Canyon Road. 

 

I. Motocross Track/Pit - This area would consist of a parking and staging area for OHV use.  
This area would consist of level, graded soils. 

 

 A separate 4-acre pit common area for public use and for Motocross event staging could be 
established.  The pit area would include shade shelters, temporary toilet facilities, 
concession buildings and an information board.  Parking would be provided for 
automobiles and RVs in adjacent parking lots. 

 

J. Motocross Track Pit (Public) - This area would consist of a lighted motocross track 
which would be fully enclosed with a fence and gate for public use.  The Motocross Track 
would include a start gate and a formal track with a finish line, score board and winners’ 
circle.  Spectator seating would also be provided.  Separate parking lots for this area would 
be provided from a driveway off of the Loop Road.    

 

K. Hill Climb Area - This area would consist of three separate hill climb routes for 
motorcycle and ATV use.  This area would be used by experienced motorcycle and ATV 
operators and would emphasize trail elevation changes.  Access to this area would be 
provided from the Loop Road and would include several parking lots.  This area would also 
provide access to the campgrounds and camp sites. 

 

M. Quad/Trophy Truck Area - This area would be designed for use by experienced OHV 
operators and would accommodate ATVs and all OHVs except for motorcycles. 

 

N. Free Style Area - This area would contain natural and man-made jumps and tabletops for 
free style motorcycle and ATV activity only.  It would consist of a fenced area with some 
minor surface grading.  Parking and spectator areas would be provided.  The topography 
would remain generally unchanged from its natural condition. 

 

O. 4-Wheel Drive Obstacle Course and Trials Motorcycle Course - This area would be 
used by 4-wheel drive trucks and SUVs and Trials Motorcycles for OHV experience.  
There would be separately designated areas for vehicular rock crawling, non-motorized 
rock climbing/repelling, and non-motorized mountain biking. 

 

P.  Sand Flat (Land Feature) - An aesthetic feature of the park. 
 

Q. Trails - dirt trails for off-highway use. 
 
Environmental Impacts 

Impacts Not Further Considered in This EIR 
Section 15128 of the CEQA Guidelines requires that an EIR contain a statement briefly indicating the 
reasons that various, possible effects of a project were determined not to be significant, and were 
therefore not discussed in detail in the EIR. 
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Kern County engaged the public to participate in the scoping of the environmental document.  
Comments received during this scoping process have been considered while identifying issue areas 
that should receive attention in the EIR.  The contents of this Draft EIR were established based on an 
Initial Study/Notice of Preparation (NOP) prepared in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines, as well 
as public and agency input that were received during the scoping process. 

Those specific issues that are found to have no impact or less-than-significant impacts during 
preparation of the NOP do not need to be addressed further in this EIR.  Based on the findings of the 
NOP and the results of scoping, a determination was made that this EIR would contain a 
comprehensive analysis of all environmental issues identified in Appendix G of the CEQA 
Guidelines.  No issues have been eliminated from discussion in this EIR.  This Draft EIR has been 
prepared as a full scope environmental document. 

Impacts of the Proposed Project 
Sections 4.1 through 4.16 provide a detailed discussion of the environmental setting, impacts 
associated with the proposed project, and mitigation measures designed to reduce significant impacts 
to a less than significant level, where feasible.  The impacts, mitigation measures, and residual 
impacts for the proposed project are summarized in Table 1-2 at the end of this Executive Summary 
and are discussed further below. 

Less-than-Significant Impacts (Including Significant Impacts That Can Be Mitigated, Avoided, 
or Substantially Lessened)  
The following environmental impacts were determined to be less than significant (including 
significant impacts that can be mitigated, avoided, or substantially lessened).  Mitigation measures 
necessary to reduce certain impacts of the proposed project to less-than-significant levels are detailed 
in Section 4 and summarized in Table 1-1. 

• Aesthetics • Noise 
• Biological Resources  • Population and Housing 
• Cultural Resources  • Public Services 
• Geology and Soils • Recreation 
• Hydrology and Water Quality  • Transportation and Traffic 
• Land Use and Planning • Utilities and Service Systems 
• Mineral Resources  

 
Unavoidable Significant Adverse Impacts 
Section 15126.2(b) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that the EIR describe any significant impacts, 
including those that can be mitigated but not reduced to less-than-significant levels.  Potential 
environmental effects of the proposed project and proposed mitigation measures are discussed in 
detail in Section 4 of this EIR.  The following impacts would result in significant and unavoidable 
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impacts, even with the incorporation of feasible mitigation measures that attempt to reduce impacts to 
less-than-significant levels:   

• Agricultural Resources (Loss of Williamson Act contract land) 
• Air Quality (PM10 from SVRA operations and associated health effects)  
• Hazards and Hazardous Materials (Wildland fire hazard) 

 
Significant Cumulative Impacts 
According to Section 15355 of the CEQA Guidelines, the term cumulative impacts “…refers to two 
or more individual effects which, when considered together, are considerable or which compound or 
increase other environmental impacts.”  Individual effects that may contribute to a cumulative impact 
may be from a single project or a number of separate projects.  Individually, the impacts of a project 
may be relatively minor, but when considered along with impacts of other closely related or nearby 
projects, including newly proposed projects, the effects could be cumulatively considerable. 

This EIR has considered the potential cumulative effects of the proposed project.  Impacts for the 
following have been found to be cumulatively considerable:  

• Agricultural Resources (Loss of Williamson Act contract land) 
• Air Quality (ROG, NOx, PM10, and PM2.5 from combined sources and the associated health 

effects) 
 
Growth Inducement 
Growth inducing impacts are addressed in Section 15126.2(d) of the CEQA Guidelines.  The CEQA 
Guidelines define growth inducing impacts as “…the ways in which the proposed project could foster 
economic or population growth, or the construction of additional housing, either directly or indirectly, 
in the surrounding environment.” 

The proposed project includes acquisition and development of an 11,000-acre parcel for development 
and operation as a SVRA for use by off-highway vehicles.  The property is currently within an 
Agricultural Preserve (No. 14) and has a Williamson Act contract in place.  Project implementation 
requires an Exclusion from Agricultural Preserve and cancellation of the existing Williamson Act 
contract.   

Development of a SVRA on the project site is not considered growth-inducing in and of itself due to 
the nature of the proposal.  While the proposed project will contain limited employee housing and a 
small resultant population increase, public infrastructure is not being extended to accommodate the 
proposed project.  Electricity and telephone service are already provided to the project site.  Water 
wells will continue to be utilized as a source of potable water.  Septic systems will continue to be 
employed.  While the paving on Round Mountain Road will be upgraded, and Adobe Canyon Road 
will be improved to handle SVRA traffic, no new roadways will be extended into undeveloped areas.  
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Further development and unplanned growth will not be facilitated as a result of project 
implementation.   

Irreversible Impacts 
Section 15126.2(c) of the CEQA Guidelines defines an irreversible impact to be an impact that uses 
non-renewable resources during the initial and continued phases of the project.  Irreversible impacts 
can also result from damage caused by environmental accidents associated with the project.  
Irretrievable commitments of resources should be evaluated to assured that such consumption is 
justified. 

Approval and implementation of actions related to the proposed project would result in an 
irretrievable commitment of non-renewable resources such as energy supplies and other construction-
related resources.  The energy resource demands would be used for construction and long-term 
operation of the project - heating and cooling of buildings, transportation of people and goods to and 
from the project site, heating and refrigeration for food preparation and provision of water, as well as 
lighting and other associated energy needs. 

Nonrenewable resources would be committed primarily in the form of fossil fuels and would include 
fuel, oil, natural gas, and gasoline used by vehicles and equipment associated with the construction of 
the Bakersfield SVRA project.  The consumption of other non-renewable or slowly renewable 
resources would result from the development of the proposed project.  These resources would 
include, but not be limited to, lumber and other forest products, sand and gravel, asphalt, 
photochemical construction materials, steel, copper, and water.   

An irretrievable commitment of non-renewable resources would occur as a result of construction and 
long-term operation of the proposed project.  However, provided that these commitments occur in 
accordance with the adopted goals, policies, and implementation measures of the Kern County 
General Plan, as a matter of public policy, those commitments have been determined to be acceptable.  
The Kern County General Plan ensures that any irreversible environmental changes associated with 
these commitments will be minimized.  

Alternatives to the Proposed Project 

CEQA states that an EIR must address “a range of reasonable alternatives to the project, or to the 
location of the project, which are ostensibly feasible and could attain the basic objectives of the 
project, and evaluate the comparative merits of the alternatives.”  Based on the proposed project 
objectives, several alternatives were initially considered and some were eliminated from further 
consideration in the Draft EIR. 

Alternatives Eliminated from Further Consideration 
An EIR must briefly describe the rationale for selection and rejection of alternatives.  The lead agency 
may make an initial determination as to which alternatives were ostensibly feasible and therefore 
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merit in-depth consideration, and which are infeasible.  Alternatives that are remote or speculative, or 
the effects of which cannot be reasonably predicted, need not be considered (CEQA Guidelines, 
Section 15126[f][2]).  Alternatives may be eliminated from detailed consideration in the EIR if they 
fail to meet most of the project objectives, are infeasible, or do not avoid or substantially reduce any 
significant environmental effects (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15126.6[c]).  In an attempt to alleviate 
impacts associated with the proposed project, several alternatives were considered.  The following 
alternative was initially considered, but failed to meet the project objectives or was deemed 
infeasible, thereby eliminating it from further consideration in this EIR. 

Alternative Site 
The City of Bakersfield analyzed eleven OHV sites.  Of the eleven total sites, six were eliminated 
from further consideration (see Section 6, Alternatives for a complete discussion of alternative sites).  
The five remaining sites were evaluated, and the project site, formerly known as the Wofford 
property, was selected from this final five grouping (see Exhibit 6-2).   

Alternatives Analyzed in this EIR 
This section presents an analysis of the alternatives and a comparison of the impacts between these 
alternatives and the proposed project.  The following alternatives are described and compared in 
detail in the pages that follow: 

• Alternative A: No Project/No Development 
 

• Alternative B: No Project/Development in Accordance with Existing General Plan and Zoning 
Designations/No Exclusion from Agricultural Preserve 

 

• Alternative C: Reduced Development Intensity 
 

• Alternative D: Other Alternative Sites 
 
Environmentally Superior Alternative 
An EIR must identify the environmentally superior alternative to the proposed project.  Alternative A, 
No Project Alternative, would be environmentally superior to the proposed project on the basis of the 
minimization or avoidance of physical environmental impacts.  A second No Project Alternative, 
Alternative B, No Project/Development in Accordance with Existing General Plan and Zoning 
Designations/No Exclusion from Agricultural Preserve, would also be environmentally superior to the 
proposed project on the basis of the minimization or avoidance of physical environmental impacts.  
The CEQA Guidelines require that, if the no project alternative is found to be environmentally 
superior, “the EIR shall also identify an environmentally superior alternative among the other 
alternatives” (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15126.6[e][2]).  The environmentally superior alternative is 
Alternative C, Reduced Development Intensity. 
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Issue Areas  

Written agency and public comments received during the public review period are provided in 
Appendix A.  In summary, the following issues were identified during scoping, and, where 
appropriate, are addressed in the applicable sections of the Draft EIR:   

Aesthetics 

• light pollution 
• alteration of vistas 
• aesthetic impact of 50,000 gallon water tank 
• use of buffer to curb impacts 

 
Agricultural Resources 

• loss of ranch land 
 
Air Quality 

• dust generation and control 
• OHV exhaust 
• impacts to air quality from congestion 
• increase in project source emissions and vehicle use, and associated air quality impacts 
• use of feasible mitigation and project design features to reduce impacts 

 
Biology 

• water/riparian corridor  
• sensitive wildlife and plant species 
• maintenance practices to protect biological resources  
• educational planning 
• impact of lighting on wildlife species 
• impact on jurisdictional areas 
• OHV park use in alternative site(s) to protect Poso Creek 
• level of trails and facility planning too specific for current knowledge of environmental 

constraints 
 
Cultural   

• archaeology 
• paleontology  
• educational planning 
• level of trails and facility planning too specific for current knowledge of environmental 

constraints 
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Geology/Soils 

• erosion control/erosion impacts 
• unstable soil conditions 
• soil composition and maintenance practices 
• level of trails and facility planning too specific for current knowledge of environmental 

constraints 
 
Hazards 

• wildfires 
• hazards associated with release of oil and fuel 

 
Hydrology/Water Quality  

• level of trails and facility planning too specific for current knowledge of environmental 
constraints 

• groundwater and surface water impacts 
• Pollution to Poso Creek 
• Runoff 

 
Land Use and Planning 

• compatibility with neighboring properties and use of fencing 
Mineral Resources 

• impact on abandoned and active wells 
• proper well abandonment 
• impact on mineral estate ownership 

 
Noise 

• siting of hill climb areas and other facilities that create higher noise levels  
• impact on wildlife, cattle operations, surrounding existing and future residences 
• generation of noise pollution 
• use of buffer to curb impacts 

 
Public Services 

• law enforcement and impact on police services 
• fire safety 
• provision of emergency medical services 

 
Transportation and Traffic 

• general congestion/traffic levels, especially entering SVRA 
• current deteriorated pavement condition of Round Mountain Road 
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Utilities and Service Systems 

• impact on water supply 
• use of produced water from oil field operations 

 
Issues To Be Resolved 

Section 15123(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that an EIR contain issues to be resolved, 
which includes the choice among alternatives and whether or how to mitigate significant impacts.  
The major issues to be resolved within the proposed project include decisions by the lead agency as to 
whether: 

• the Draft EIR adequately describes the environmental impacts of the proposed project, 
 

• the recommended mitigation measures should be adopted or modified, or 
 

• additional mitigation measures need to be applied to the proposed project. 
 
Table 1-1, Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures for the Bakersfield SVRA 
project, summarizes the detailed discussion contained in Section 4 of this Draft EIR, Environmental 
Analysis, of project impacts and mitigation measures.  Table 1-1 lists the environmental issues, and 
considers those that are significant after mitigation as comprising the group of issues to be resolved. 
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Table 1-1: Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures for the Bakersfield SVRA Project 

Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

Section 4.1 - Aesthetics 

Impact 4.1-1.  The Project Could Have a Substantial 
Adverse Effect on a Scenic Vista. 
Although there are no officially designated scenic 
vistas located within the viewshed of the project, the 
project would result in visual quality changes as seen 
from the single public vantage point along Round 
Mountain Road and from the homes to the north and 
east.  The location of the site away from developed 
areas, the lack of easy access and viewpoints, and the 
nature of the interior topography (rolling hills and 
canyons) insures that the visual impact of the project on 
surrounding scenic vistas will be less than significant.  
(LTS) 

No mitigation measures are required. Less than significant. 

Impact 4.1-2.  Construction of the Project Could 
Substantially Alter or Damage a Major Landform 
or Scenic Resource within a State Scenic Highway. 
Although there is an “eligible” scenic highway in the 
region, it is not officially designated at this time nor is 
it located within the viewshed of this project.  
Therefore, no impacts to state scenic highways would 
occur.  (LTS) 

No mitigation measures are required. No impact. 

Impact 4.1-3.  The Project Could Substantially Alter 
the Existing Visual Character or Quality of the Site 
and Its Surroundings. 
Facilities and uses proposed for the project site have 
the potential to change the character of the site 
significantly by creating permanent changes to 
landforms, topography, and vegetative cover.  Off-
highway vehicular activities have the potential to  cause 
 
 

MM 4.1-3a.  Consistent with the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Act of 
1988, the condition of soils, wildlife, and vegetative resources will be 
continually monitored by park staff to determine if soil loss standards and 
habitat protection plans are being met.  Through this monitoring process, 
changes (such as erosion or wildlife population variations) can be detected 
and the appropriate action can be taken to mitigate problems.  
Consequently, from time to time, certain trails or hill climb areas may be 
fenced off or closed in an effort to protect wildlife and restore habitat.  
These closed areas will be replanted with native plant species in order to 
repair and rehabilitate those areas damaged by recreational use. 

Less than significant. 



Draft EIR Executive Summary 
 

Note:  (S) = Significant.  (PS) = Potentially Significant.  (LTS) = Less than Significant. 
 
1-17 Bakersfield SVRA - County of Kern  
 H:\Client (PN-JN)\0216\02160032\Draft EIR\02160032_Sec01-00-ExecSumm.doc 

Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

erosion, scar the natural landscape, and create visual 
impacts.  (PS) 

MM 4.1-3b.  Off-highway vehicle (OHV) use will be restricted to marked, 
designated trails, track and training areas.  Management of the site will 
include a staff of rangers to enforce the rules. 
MM 4.1-3c.  Intensive use areas will be buffered from off-site residences 
and public roadways by trees, natural landscape, and/or topographic 
features.  Buildings and other highly visible facilities will be located in 
valleys or in groves of trees to avoid intruding into the panoramic 
viewscape. 
MM 4.1-3d.  To deter damage to adjacent properties and damage to the 
natural surrounding environment and viewscape, the perimeter of the 
property and any enclosed “island”/”Not a Part” property will be fenced, 
signed, and lock-gated. 

Impact 4.1-4.  The Project Would Create a New 
Source of Substantial Light or Glare that Would 
Adversely Affect Day or Nighttime Views in the 
Area. 
Because the project area and its surroundings are 
located in an area of relative nighttime darkness, any 
development will increase light and glare.  The two 
major sources of increased light that would generate 
adverse impacts are glare and spill light.  The proposed 
project would introduce new lighting to the project area 
from sources such as park lights, security and parking 
lot lights, and vehicles.  As part of the park facilities, 
lighting would be included for nighttime use of 
walkways and parking areas.  If night events are 
included in the operation of the OHV facilities, a major 
source of light will be required.  Most lighting sources 
from buildings and parking lots would be screened 
from surrounding views by intervening landscaping and 
landforms; however, some park and security lighting 
would be visible.  New light sources will unavoidably 
impact dark skies and create a glow if lights are not 
properly adjusted and hooded.  (PS) 

MM 4.1-4a  To avoid excessive nighttime lights, during operation of the 
park, events requiring major lighting would be held in unobtrusive 
locations, not visible from off-site residences or public roadways. 
MM 4.1-4b.  The following lighting design features will be incorporated 
into all permanent, regular use park lighting: 
• Luminaires will be cut-off type fixtures (i.e., fully shielded, emitting no 

light above the horizontal plan), and will be models recommended by 
the International Dark-Sky Association (County of Kern 2006). 

• Luminaires will not utilize swiveled mounting hardware, which can be 
inadvertently or intentionally adjusted to cause spillover impacts.  
Instead, luminaires will be professionally and permanently installed to 
direct light away from surrounding natural areas. 

• Fixtures that project upward and horizontally shall not be used. 
• Luminaires will be focused only where needed (such as on building 

entrances) and will not provide a general “wash” of light on building 
surfaces. 

• Luminaires will be restricted to no more than 500 lux (1 lumen per 
square meter) or 50 footcandles. 

• Luminaire lamps will provide good color rendering and natural light 
qualities.  Luminaire intensity will be the minimum feasible for security 
and maintenance and access safety. 

Less than significant. 
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Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

• Luminaires will be placed at the minimum height to reduce potential for 
backscatter into the nighttime sky and incidental spillover into adjacent 
properties and open space. 

• Floodlighting shall not be used other than for special events. 
• Luminaire mountings will have non-glare finishes. 
MM 4.1-4c.  To reduce glare from buildings, non-reflective glass and wall 
surfaces will be used in all architectural designs. 

Section 4.2 - Agricultural Resources 

Impact 4.2-1.  The Project Would Result in 
Removal of more than 100 Acres of Land under a 
Williamson Act Contract from Agricultural Use and 
Additional Uses of the Land Other than 
Agriculture.  (S) 

MM 4.2-1.  The SVRA project shall allow the continued use of the park 
lands for grazing in select areas at select times of the year within buffer 
zones or other areas compatible with OHV use to reduce the impact to 
grazing land available to the cattle ranchers in the area and aid in the 
reduction of wildfire fuels when compatible with the primary use of the 
park. 

Significant and unavoidable at the 
project and cumulative levels.  

Section 4.3 - Air Quality  

Impact 4.3-1.  The Project would Result in Short-
term Construction Emissions Over the County’s 
Thresholds.  (S) 

MM 4.3-1a.  The following measures will reduce the impacts of the 
construction equipment, worker vehicle emissions, and painting emissions: 
• During all phases of construction, equipment idling shall be limited to 

five minutes in any given hour. 
• All construction equipment shall be properly maintained according to 

the manufacturer’s manual and shall undergo 90-day low-NOx tune-ups. 
• All paints shall be applied using either high volume low pressure 

(HVLP) spray equipment or by hand application.  Low volatility paints 
shall be used.   

Construction managers shall encourage carpooling among workers going 
to lunch establishments to reduce worker trips at lunch.  
MM 4.3-1b.  Prior to construction of proposed SVRA improvements, a 
Construction Dust Control Plan shall be prepared and submitted to the 
County and the District for their review and approval.  At a minimum, the 
plan shall include the following: 
• All active construction areas shall be watered at least two times per day. 

Less than significant. 
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Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

• All construction roads that will remain as part of the SVRA facility shall 
be treated with a dust-abative product that aids in moisture retention and 
assists in soil binding. 

• Speed on unpaved roads shall be reduced to less than 15 miles per hour. 

Impact 4.3-2.  The Project would Result in Short-
term Construction Air Pollutant Emissions that 
would Cause Health Impacts to Nearby Sensitive 
Receptors.  (PS) 

See MM 4.3-1a and MM 4.3-1b. Less than significant. 

Impact 4.3-3.  The Project would Result in Long-
term Operational Air Pollutant Emissions Over the 
County’s Thresholds.  (S) 
 

MM 4.3-3a.  To achieve at least a 15 percent reduction in ROG emissions 
from OHVs, off-highway vehicles with a red sticker shall only be allowed 
in the park six (6) months out of the year:  November 1 through April 30, 
unless otherwise allowed by the SJVAPCD, its rules or regulations.  An 
informative brochure shall be created and given to people who arrive at the 
park but are not allowed in because of their OHV status.  The brochure 
should explain the reasons why their vehicle cannot enter the park and give 
resources on how the vehicle can obtain a green sticker.   
MM 4.3-3b.  A discounted entrance fee for OHVs with four-stroke engines 
shall be considered, as may be allowed by the SJVAPCD, its rules and 
regulations.  
MM 4.3-3c.  The park shall have at least two staggered entrance stations 
along the primary access roadway to reduce potential congestion for 
vehicles entering the park on busy days.  
MM 4.3-3d.  To achieve a 25 percent reduction in ROG emissions from 
the transport of open portable gasoline containers and reduce the potential 
for accidental gasoline spills, portable gasoline containers shall be 
inspected upon arrival to ensure that caps are secured on the container.  
The onsite store and/or the entrance station shall sell replacement caps and 
spouts for a variety of gas cans.    
MM 4.3-3e.  The District’s “please don’t light tonight” website 
notification system shall be viewed daily during the winter months by a 
park employee.  On days that prohibit fires, the employees shall enforce a 
restriction on burning.  The burning prohibition shall be enforced through 
the following methods:  not selling firewood onsite, monitoring the 
campground areas, and/or informing visitors (i.e., verbally at entrance, by 

ROG Emissions - Less than 
significant. 
Fugitive Dust PM10 Emissions - 
Significant and unavoidable. 
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Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

brochure, or similar). 
MM 4.3-3f.  To achieve 50 percent control efficiency of fugitive dust, a 
Fugitive PM10 Management Plan (FPMP) shall be prepared according to 
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District’s Rule 8011.  At a 
minimum, the plan shall include the following items unless other substitute 
measures are approved by the SJVAPCD which have the same overall 
result in reducing dust air quality emissions:   
• On race days, the race courses shall be watered every four hours, as 

possible (may include dust-abative amendments); 
• Activity areas shall be watered at least once per day;   
• All natural surface trails that also support regular patrol or maintenance 

activities shall be treated with dust-abative products; 
• During November through April, the unpaved roads and campsite areas 

shall be watered once per week, preferably prior to the weekend; 
• During May through October, at a minimum, the unpaved roads and 

campsite areas shall be watered on Saturday and once during the week; 
the trails shall be watered once per week. 

• Disturbed off-trail areas shall be replanted within one week with 
drought-resistant plant species.  In addition, future use on the disturbed 
area shall be prohibited from entry by fencing it off from the main trail.   

• During grading maintenance of the unpaved trails and/or unpaved roads, 
disturbed areas shall be watered twice per day. 

MM 4.3-3g.  To reduce the onsite maintenance vehicle miles traveled (and 
therefore the generation of fugitive dust and vehicle emissions), a 
Maintenance Plan shall be prepared that outlines a schedule for 
maintenance of the trails, campsites, and activity areas. 
MM 4.3-3h.  To reduce off-trail access, trail areas shall be clearly marked 
by signs and/or fencing.   
MM 4.3-3i.  There shall be one solar powered electrical vehicle hookup 
area for electrical OHVs, located in a visible, accessible location.  A kiosk 
shall be located in the hookup area which describes the benefits of using 
solar powered energy versus fuel powered energy.  The kiosk shall also 
identify other ways OHVs can reduce their impact to air quality (i.e., not  
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Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

idling, staying on trail to reduce dust impacts, not speeding, purchasing 
CARB approved vehicles, not using leaded gasoline, etc.) 
MM 4.3-3j.  The design of onsite buildings, while being in compliance 
with State, County, and local fire marshal requirements, shall attempt to 
maximize passive cooling and heating with proper orientation, 
fenestration, and other design components.   
MM 4.3-3k.  Use of green roof technology and use of drought-resistant 
plants on the rooftop(s) shall be investigated for buildings located in the 
Environmental Learning Center. 
MM 4.3-3l.  One bicycle rack shall be installed near the main restrooms. 
MM 4.3-3m.  Outside storage areas shall be paved. 
MM 4.3-3n.  A park brochure will contain the park rules as well as a park 
map.  The park brochure is to include measures recommended by the 
SJVAPCD to reduce air quality emissions. 

Impact 4.3-4.  The Project will Result in Long-term 
Operational Impacts that would Impact the Health 
of Nearby Sensitive Receptors.  (PS) 

MM 4.3-4a.  Leaded fuel shall be prohibited from use at the project site.  Health impacts of lead:  less than 
significant.  Potential health 
impacts from benzene, carbon 
monoxide, carbon dioxide, 
reactive organic gases, ozone, and 
sulfur dioxide:  less than 
significant.  Health impacts from 
fugitive dust:  Significant and 
unavoidable. 

Impact 4.3-5.  The Project would Cause Visibility 
Impacts to Class I Areas.  (PS)  

Mitigation measures 4.3-8, 4.3-9, and 4.3-10 will reduce fugitive dust 
emissions during operation of the project. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.3-6.  The Project could Create 
Objectionable Odors Affecting a Substantial 
Number of People.  (LTS) 
It is not anticipated that the project will generate a 
significant amount of odorous compounds.  Cattle 
currently graze on the project site, which would result 
in some odorous compounds (ammonia and hydrogen 
sulfide).  With project implementation, the emissions of 

No mitigation measures are necessary. Less than significant. 
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odorous compounds will likely decrease because the 
cattle will be removed from the site, except a limited 
possible presence within the potential perimeter buffer.  
Odor during construction is anticipated to be less than 
significant.  Considering the dispersion of the diesel 
and the location of the sensitive receptors, it is 
anticipated that odors resulting from diesel exhaust are 
less than significant.  

Impact 4.3-7.  The Project would Conflict with or 
Obstruct Implementation of the Applicable Air 
Quality Plan.  (S) 

Mitigation measures will reduce the impacts of long-term air quality 
emissions, but not to a level below significance. 

Significant and unavoidable. 

Impact 4.3-8.  The Project will Result in a 
Cumulatively Considerable Net Increase of Any 
Criteria Pollutant for which the Project Region is 
Non-attainment Under an Applicable Federal or 
State Ambient Air Quality Standard.  (S) 

Mitigation measures will reduce the impact of long-term operational 
emissions but not to a level below significance. 

Significant and unavoidable. 

Section 4.4 - Biological Resources 

Impact 4.4-1.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to Riparian Habitat.  (PS) 

MM 4.4-1.  Appropriate avoidance and precautionary measures where 
applicable (i.e. exclusion fences, project setbacks, and buffer areas) to 
preserve Poso Creek as a functioning travel route for wildlife in the area 
should be implemented.  Potential project-related impacts to any portions 
of Poso Creek will be subject to additional mitigation during design of a 
project specific development plan and issuance of permits by agencies 
having jurisdiction if avoidance of this area cannot be met.  Mitigation for 
impacts to portions of Poso Creek would typically include, but would 
likely not be limited to, on and/or off-site conservation, habitat restoration 
and enhancement, monitoring and education, and any other potential 
mitigation requirements for impacts to sensitive plant and wildlife species 
and their habitat that are determined to occupy portions of Poso Creek. 
 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.4-2.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to Waters of the United States.  (PS) 

MM 4.4-2a.  A site-specific project design plan that would result in direct 
or indirect impacts to any portions of the unnamed jurisdictional drainage 
within Adobe Canyon and Poso Creek would require appropriate 

Less than significant. 
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mitigation for the loss of riparian habitat, where applicable, within Poso 
Creek, and impacts to waters of the State.  The project applicant would 
obtain a 1603 Streambed Alteration Agreement through CDFG, and a 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification through the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board.  A mitigation plan would be prepared and approved 
by the appropriate agencies, whereby a restoration and monitoring plan 
would be executed. 
MM 4.4-2b.  A site-specific project design plan that would result in direct 
or indirect impacts to any portions of the unnamed jurisdictional drainage 
within Adobe Canyon and Poso Creek would require appropriate 
mitigation for the loss of waters of the United States, where applicable, 
under the jurisdiction of the USACE.  The project applicant would prepare 
a mitigation and monitoring plan to mitigate for impacts to USACE 
jurisdictional waters.  Depending on the extent of impacts, the project 
applicant would obtain either a Nationwide or an individual Section 404 
permit from the USACE, as well as a 1603 Streambed Alteration 
Agreement from CDFG, and a Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
from the Regional Water Quality Control Board.  A mitigation plan would 
be prepared and approved by the appropriate agencies, whereby a 
restoration and monitoring plan would be executed. 
MM 4.4-2c.  The project will comply with the California Department of 
Parks and Recreation, OHMVR Division Soil Conservation 
Guidelines/Standards for Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Management 
(currently applicable version). 
MM 4.4-2d.  Prior to development, but after analysis and layout of SVRA 
facilities (both recreation and support), a comprehensive Storm Water 
Management Plan (SWMP) will be undertaken.  Storm Water Pollution 
and Preventions Plans (SWPPPs), to be approved by the State RWQCB, 
will be prepared for each unique and discrete element (separate 
construction sites on separate timelines) or any phased construction 
activity (closed down and restarted beyond one rainy season).  These plans 
shall include all items required by NPDES Phase II, applying to areas of 
soil disturbance greater than one acre. 

Impact 4.4-3.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to Oak Trees and Oak Woodlands.  (PS) 

MM-4.4-3a.  The presence and extent of individual oak trees and oak 
woodland on the project site will be determined during preparation of a 

Less than significant. 
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site-specific development plan according to Implementation Measure KK 
and Implementation Measure LL of the Kern County General Plan, and 
performed by a Registered Professional Forester (RFP) or a licensed or 
certified arborist or botanist accordingly.  If impacts resulting from the 
proposed project include direct impacts and removal of oak woodland with 
a canopy exceeding 10%, the project is required to retain a minimum of 30 
percent of that canopy over the entire site where it occurs.  All individual 
oak trees and areas of oak woodlands meeting the minimum requirements 
of Implementation Measure KK and Implementation Measure LL of the 
Kern County General Plan shall be clearly identified, and maintenance and 
use within these protected areas shall be directed and restricted at the 
recommendation of the consulting RFP and/or certified arborist or botanist. 

Impact 4.4-4.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to Federally Endangered Wildlife Species 
(Southwestern willow flycatcher, least Bell’s vireo, 
San Joaquin kit fox).  (PS) 

MM 4.4-4a.  Southwestern Willow Flycatcher.  Construction or 
operational activities associated with a project that occur within portions of 
Poso Creek containing suitable habitat for the southwestern willow 
flycatcher would be restricted to periods outside the migration/breeding 
season for this species.  The migration/breeding season for this species 
typically runs from May through August, however can vary depending on 
environmental conditions.   
If construction or operational activities occur during the 
migration/breeding season for this species, surveys would be required to 
determine the presence/absence of this species within the impact area.  
Focused surveys under USFWS protocol for southwestern willow 
flycatcher require a minimum of five individual pedestrian surveys 
conducted by a permitted biologist separated into three survey periods 
from May through July.  A minimum of one survey must be conducted 
during the first survey period (May 15 - May 31), a minimum of one 
survey must be conducted during the second survey period (June 1 - June 
21), and a minimum of three surveys must be conducted during the third 
survey period (June 22 - July 17) for a total of five surveys within all 
portions of the project site, and within 500 feet of the project site 
containing suitable nesting habitat for this species. 
If this species is determined to occupy any portion of the project site, 
consultation with the USFWS will be required.  Potential project-related 
impacts to portions of Poso Creek determined to be occupied by this  
 

Less than significant. 
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species will be subject to additional mitigation if avoidance of these areas 
cannot be met. 
MM 4.4-4b.  Least Bell’s vireo.  Construction or operational activities 
associated with a project that occur within portions of Poso Creek 
containing suitable habitat for the least Bell’s vireo would be restricted to 
periods outside the migration/breeding season for this species.  The 
migration/breeding season for this species typically runs from April 
through August, however can vary depending on environmental 
conditions.   
If construction or operational activities occur during the 
migration/breeding season for this species, surveys would be required to 
determine the presence/absence of this species within the impact area.  
Focused surveys under USFWS protocol for the least Bell’s vireo require 
ate least eight separate individual pedestrian surveys during the period 
between April 10 and July 31 within all portions of the project  site, and 
within 500 feet of the project  site, containing suitable nesting habitat for 
this species. 
If this species is determined to occupy any portion of the project site, 
consultation with the USFWS will be required.  Potential project-related 
impacts to portions of Poso Creek determined to be occupied by this 
species will be subject to additional mitigation if avoidance of these areas 
cannot be met. 
MM 4.4-4c.  San Joaquin Kit Fox.  Surveys would be required to 
determine the presence/absence of this species within the impact area.  
Focused surveys according to USFWS protocol for the northern range of 
this species would be required within portions of the project site containing 
suitable habitat for this species.  Protocol surveys include a minimum of 
one walking transect from May 1 to September 30 throughout all portions 
of the site containing suitable habitat.  If the presence of kit fox is detected, 
including individual observation or presence of sign (scat, tracks, dens, 
etc.), USFWS should be consulted.  An additional ten consecutive nights 
of spotlighting surveys, using camera and scent stations if needed, are 
required and must occur within a fifteen-day period between May 1 and 
November 1.   
If the presence of active kit fox dens is confirmed on the project site, 
USFWS and CDFG consultation is required.  Passive relocation may be 
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approved by the agencies, which generally involves the encouragement of 
kit fox from active dens through non-invasive excavation and exclusion of 
all active and inactive dens prior to ground disturbance.  Additional 
mitigation including, but not limited to, conservation of occupied habitat, 
on site monitoring, and educational programs during construction activities 
may be required.  

Impact 4.4-5.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to Federally Endangered Plant Species (California 
jewel-flower, Bakersfield cactus).  (PS) 

MM 4.4-5a.  California jewel-flower.  Surveys prior to preparation of 
site-specific design plans would be required to determine the 
presence/absence of this species within portions of the impact area 
containing suitable habitat for this species.  If this species is determined to 
occupy any portion of the project site, consultation with the USFWS will 
be required.  Potential project-related impacts to areas on the project site 
determined to be occupied by this species will be subject to additional 
mitigation if avoidance of these areas cannot be met. 
MM 4.4-5b.  Bakersfield cactus.  Surveys prior to preparation of site-
specific design plans would be required to determine the presence/absence 
of this species within portions of the impact area containing suitable 
habitat for this species.  If this species is determined to occupy any portion 
of the project site, consultation with the USFWS will be required.  
Potential project-related impacts to areas on the project site determined to 
be occupied by this species will be subject to additional mitigation if 
avoidance of these areas cannot be met. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.4-6.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to Federally Threatened Wildlife Species (Valley 
elderberry longhorn beetle).  (PS) 

MM 4.4-6.  Surveys prior to preparation of site-specific design plans 
would be required to determine the presence/absence of this species within 
portions of the impact area containing elderberry trees.  Focused surveys 
according to USFWS protocol for the valley elderberry longhorn beetle are 
required for projects within the range of this species.  Surveys for the 
presence of the beetle and its elderberry host plant shall be performed by a 
qualified biologist.   
If elderberry plants with one or more stems measuring one inch or greater 
in diameter at ground level occur on or adjacent to the project site, or are 
otherwise located where they may be directly or indirectly effected by the 
project, minimization measures which include planting replacement habitat 
(conservation planting) are required.  All elderberry shrubs with one or 
more stems measuring one inch or greater in diameter at ground level that 

Less than significant. 



Draft EIR Executive Summary 
 

Note:  (S) = Significant.  (PS) = Potentially Significant.  (LTS) = Less than Significant. 
 
1-27 Bakersfield SVRA - County of Kern  
 H:\Client (PN-JN)\0216\02160032\Draft EIR\02160032_Sec01-00-ExecSumm.doc 

Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

occur on or adjacent to the project site must be thoroughly searched for 
beetle exit holes (external evidence of beetle presence).  Additionally, all 
elderberry stems one inch or greater in diameter at ground level must be 
tallied by diameter size class   The numbers of elderberry 
seedlings/cuttings and associated riparian native trees/shrubs to be planted 
as replacement habitat are determined by the stem size class of affected 
elderberry shrubs, presence or absence of exit holes, and whether a project 
lies in a riparian or non-riparian area. 

Impact 4.4-7.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to Federally Threatened Plant Species (San Joaquin 
adobe sunburst).  (PS) 

MM 4.4-7.  Surveys prior to preparation of site-specific design plans 
would be required to determine the presence/absence of this species within 
portions of the impact area containing suitable habitat for this species.  If 
this species is determined to occupy any portion of the project site, 
consultation with the USFWS will be required.  Potential project-related 
impacts to areas on the project site determined to be occupied by this 
species will be subject to additional mitigation if avoidance of these areas 
cannot be met. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.4-8.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to State Endangered Wildlife Species (western 
yellow-billed cuckoo, willow flycatcher, 
southwestern willow flycatcher, least Bell’s vireo).  
(PS) 

MM 4.4-8a.  Western yellow-billed cuckoo.  Construction or operational 
activities associated with the project that occur within portions of Poso 
Creek containing suitable habitat for the western yellow-billed cuckoo 
would be restricted to periods outside the summer migration/breeding 
season for this species.  The summer migration/breeding season for this 
species typically runs from June through August, however can vary 
depending on environmental conditions.   
If construction or operational activities occur during the summer 
migration/breeding season for this species, focused surveys under CDFG 
protocol would be required to determine the presence/absence of this 
species within the impact area.   
If this species is determined to occupy any portion of the project site, 
consultation with the CDFG will be required.  Potential project-related 
impacts to portions of Poso Creek determined to be occupied by this 
species will be subject to additional mitigation if avoidance of these areas 
cannot be met. 
MM 4.4-8b.  Willow flycatcher.  Construction or operational activities 
associated with project features that occur within portions of Poso Creek 
containing suitable habitat for the willow flycatcher would be restricted to 

Less than significant. 
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periods outside the migration/breeding season for this species.  The 
migration/breeding season for this species typically runs from May through 
August, however can vary depending on environmental conditions.   
If construction or operational activities occur during the 
migration/breeding season for this species, focused surveys under USFWS 
and CDFG protocol would be required to determine the presence/absence 
of this species within the impact area.   
If this species is determined to occupy any portion of the project site, 
consultation with the CDFG will be required.  Potential project-related 
impacts to portions of Poso Creek determined to be occupied by this 
species will be subject to additional mitigation if avoidance of these areas 
cannot be met. 

Impact 4.4-9.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to State Endangered Plant Species (California 
jewel-flower, Bakersfield cactus, San Joaquin adobe 
sunburst).  (PS) 

Refer to Mitigation Measures 4.4-5a, 4.4-5b, and 4.4-7. Refer to Impacts 4.4-5 and 4.4-7. 

Impact 4.4-10.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to State Threatened Wildlife Species (Swainson’s 
hawk, San Joaquin antelope squirrel, San Joaquin 
kit fox).  (PS) 

MM 4.4-10a.  Swainson’s hawk.  Construction or operational activities 
associated with project features that occur within portions of Poso Creek 
containing suitable habitat for Swainson’s hawk would be restricted to 
periods outside the breeding season for this species.  The breeding season 
for this species typically runs from March through August, however can 
vary depending on environmental conditions.   
If construction or operational activities occur during the breeding season 
for this species, surveys would be required to determine the 
presence/absence of this species within the impact area.  Focused surveys 
for Swainson’s hawk would be conducted under recommended protocol by 
the CDFG, and would typically require individual pedestrian surveys 
during the breeding season for this species within all portions of the project 
site, and within 500 feet of the project site, containing suitable nesting 
habitat for this species. 
If this species is determined to occupy any portion of the project site, 
consultation with the CDFG will be required.  Potential project-related 
impacts to portions of Poso Creek determined to be occupied by this  
 

Less than significant. 



Draft EIR Executive Summary 
 

Note:  (S) = Significant.  (PS) = Potentially Significant.  (LTS) = Less than Significant. 
 
1-29 Bakersfield SVRA - County of Kern  
 H:\Client (PN-JN)\0216\02160032\Draft EIR\02160032_Sec01-00-ExecSumm.doc 

Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

species will be subject to additional mitigation if avoidance of these areas 
cannot be met. 
MM 4.4-10b.  San Joaquin antelope squirrel.  Surveys would be 
required to determine the presence/absence of this species within the 
impact area.  Focused surveys for the San Joaquin antelope squirrel would 
be conducted under recommended protocol by the CDFG, and would 
typically require multiple sessions of trapping surveys during portions of 
the year in which this species is most active (March - August). 
If this species is determined to occupy any portion of the project site, 
consultation with the CDFG will be required.  Potential project-related 
impacts to portions of the project site determined to be occupied by this 
species will be subject to additional mitigation if avoidance of these areas 
cannot be met. 

Impact 4.4-11.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to State Threatened Plant Species (Striped adobe-
lily).  (PS) 

MM 4.4-11.  Surveys would be required prior to site-specific design plans 
to determine the presence/absence of this species within portions of the 
impact area containing suitable habitat for this species.  If this species is 
determined to occupy any portion of the project site, consultation with the 
CDFG will be required.  Potential project-related impacts to areas on the 
project site determined to be occupied by this species will be subject to 
additional mitigation if avoidance of these areas cannot be met. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.4-12.  The Project Could Result in 
Significant Impacts to the State Species of Concern, 
Burrowing Owl.  (PS) 

MM 4.4-12.  Construction or operational activities associated with project 
features that occur within portions of the project site containing occupied 
and/or suitable habitat for the burrowing owl should be restricted to 
periods outside the breeding season for this species.  The breeding season 
for this species typically runs from March through August, however can 
vary depending on environmental conditions.   
If construction or operational activities occur during the breeding season 
for this species, surveys would be required to determine the 
presence/absence of this species within the impact area.  Focused surveys 
shall be conducted under CDFG and Burrowing Owl Consortium protocol 
by a qualified biologist from March 1 to August 31.   
If this species is determined to occupy any portion of the project site, 
consultation with the CDFG will be required.  Potential project-related 
impacts to portions of the project site determined to be occupied by this 

Less than significant. 



Draft EIR Executive Summary 
 

Note:  (S) = Significant.  (PS) = Potentially Significant.  (LTS) = Less than Significant. 
 
1-30 Bakersfield SVRA - County of Kern  
 H:\Client (PN-JN)\0216\02160032\Draft EIR\02160032_Sec01-00-ExecSumm.doc 

Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

species will be subject to additional mitigation if avoidance of these areas 
cannot be met. 

Impact 4.4-13.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
to California Department of Fish and Game Species 
of Concern.  (PS) 

MM 4.4-13.  Construction or operational activities associated with project 
features that occur within portions of the project site that contain occupied 
and/or suitable habitat for nesting raptor species should be restricted to 
periods outside the breeding season, which typically runs from March 
through August, however can vary depending on environmental 
conditions.   
If construction or operational activities occur during the breeding season 
for this species, surveys would be required to determine the 
presence/absence of this species within the impact area.  Focused surveys 
shall be conducted under CDFG protocol by a qualified biologist from 
March 1 to August 31.   
If raptor species are determined to occupy any portion of the project site, 
consultation with the CDFG will be required.  Potential project-related 
impacts to portions of the project site determined to be occupied by this 
species will be subject to additional mitigation if avoidance of these areas 
cannot be met. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.4-14.  The Project Could Result in 
Cumulative Impacts to Oak Trees and Oak 
Woodlands.  (PS) 

Implement MM 4.4-3a. Less than significant. 

Impact 4.4-15.  The Project Could Result in 
Potential Cumulative Impacts to State and/or 
Federal Threatened and/or Endangered Plant and 
Wildlife.  (PS)  

Implement MM 4.4-4a, MM 4.4-4b, MM 4.4-4c, MM 4.4-5a, MM 4.4-5b, 
MM 4.4-6, MM 4.4-7, MM 4.4-8a, MM 4.4-8b, MM 4.4-9, MM 4.4-10a, 
MM 4.4-10b, and MM 4.4-11. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.4-16.  The Project Could Result in 
Significant Cumulative Impacts to Waters of the 
United States and Waters of the State.  (PS) 

Implement MM 4.4-2a, MM 4.4-2b, MM 4.4-2c, and MM 4.4-2d. Less than significant. 

Impact 4.4-17.  The Project Could Result in 
Significant Cumulative Impacts to Riparian 
Habitat.  (PS) 

Implement MM 4.4-1. Less than significant. 
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Section 4.5 - Cultural Resources 

Impact 4.5-1.  The Project Would Directly Impact 
All Cultural Resources in the Project Area Without 
a Cultural Resource Management Plan.  (PS) 

MM 4.5-1.  A professional and scientifically appropriate cultural resource 
document (Archaeological Management Plan) detailing the meaning of the 
historical and archaeological resources within the SVRA grounds must be 
created prior to use of the area.  This document must include steps needed 
to protect known cultural resources as well as resources uncovered by 
construction or use of the SVRA.  A cultural resource education package 
for SVRA staff must be included.  Native American groups who have 
jurisdiction and/or interest in the resources located within the SVRA must 
be consulted as part of the process of creating this cultural resource 
document. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.5-2.  The Project May Impact Significant 
Cultural Resources During Construction and the 
Significant Cultural Resources Must Be Avoided.  
(PS) 

MM 4.5-2a.  When project-related construction is planned, designers must 
avoid or mitigate all significant cultural and historical resources in the 
SVRA boundaries that are more than 45 years old.  A zone of 100 feet 
around each recorded site boundary, as well as the site itself, shall be used 
as a buffer during construction.  Isolated artifacts are excluded from this 
restriction as they are not considered significant resources by California 
State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP).  If the project planning shows 
that specific sites named by the Bakersfield SVRA cultural survey 
document will be directly impacted or if the planned-for project impacts 
areas of ground within 100 feet of recorded and/or unrecorded sites, and 
such cannot be avoided, subsurface testing (Phase 2 testing) of the 
individual resource(s) must take place.  A research design must be 
approved by SVRA management before the subsurface fieldwork takes 
place.  The mitigation plan document must contain a description of how 
and where artifacts will be curated if found during the fieldwork, and 
contingency plans associated with Native American tribal efforts if the 
recovered artifacts are considered sacred items by one or more Native 
American tribes.  Monitoring of the work by a selected Native American 
group (Southern Foothill Yokuts ancestry) must take place. 
MM 4.5-2b.  If certain sites are determined to be significant through the 
testing process, continued impacts to those sites would be considered 
significant; avoidance of the significant sites would therefore be required. 
 

Less than significant. 
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Impact 4.5-3.  The Project, During Construction, 
May Inadvertently Impact Significant Cultural 
Resources.  All Construction-Related Impacts of 
Virgin Soil Must Be Monitored.  (PS) 

MM 4.5-3.  Monitoring of development-related excavation is required 
during all construction-related ground disturbances that take place in virgin 
soil.  Prior to construction or any one aspect of the proposed project, a 
qualified Project Archaeologist should consult with the Mitigation 
Monitoring Plan to establish procedures for monitoring.  These monitoring 
procedures must be reviewed and discussed by the Project Archaeologist 
with the general contractor onsite before construction begins.  
Construction-related disturbances in virgin soil should be monitored on a 
full-time basis by a professional archaeologist and one qualified Native 
American monitor.  Once 50 percent of the earth to be moved during 
grading has been examined, the Project Archaeologist, may, at his or her 
discretion, terminate monitoring if and only if no buried cultural resources 
have been detected.  If buried cultural resource sites or isolated artifacts are 
detected during monitoring, no matter whether such resources are 
significant or not, monitoring must continue until 100 percent of virgin 
earth within the project has been disturbed and inspected by the monitor(s).  
If sites are exposed during construction, they should be plotted and 
avoided following guidelines established in the Mitigation Monitoring 
Plan.  If the discovered sites cannot be avoided, implement MM 4.5-2a and 
MM 4.5-2b. 

Less than significant. 

Section 4.6 - Geology and Soils 

Impact 4.6-1.  Rupture of a Known Earthquake 
Fault, Strong Seismic Ground Shaking, and Impacts 
from Seismic-Related Ground Failure Would 
Expose People or Structures to Potential Substantial 
Adverse Effects, Including the Risk of Loss, Injury, 
or Death.  (PS) 

MM 4.6-1a.  Applicant will not construct any permanent structures or 
parking, staging or camping areas along or within 300 feet of a known 
fault. 
MM 4.6-1b.  All grading and construction on site will be in compliance 
with the requirements of the California Building Code Standards as 
adopted by Kern County. 

Less than significant. 
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Impact 4.6-2.  Impacts from Seismically Induced 
Landslides Would Expose People or Structures to 
Potential Substantial Adverse Effects, Including the 
Risk of Loss, Injury, or Death.  (PS) 

MM 4.6-2a.  Existing over-steep road cuts should be flattened and 
revegetated to mitigate slope instability. 
MM 4.6-2b.  New roads and trails shall be engineered to minimize grading 
into natural slope contours.  Cut slopes will be revegetated with erosion 
resistant plants. 
MM 4.6-2c.  Trails shall be designed to minimize ponding of water on 
steep slopes to allow for the natural runoff to occur. 
MM 4.6-2d.  Permanent facilities including structures, staging areas and 
camping areas shall be located away from the toe of steep slopes. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.6-3.  Impacts from Soil Erosion or Loss of 
Top Soil Would Occur.  (PS) 

MM 4.6-3a.  The applicant shall develop a maintenance program based on 
the accepted SWMP and the OHMVR Division Soil Conservation 
Guidelines/Standards for Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Management 
(currently applicable version) as part of the site development plan that, 
along with maintenance activities such as reshaping slopes, reseeding and 
replanting bare areas, includes rotating certain trails in and out of service 
for periods of time as required for vegetation re-growth.   
MM 4.6-3b.  Trails shall be constructed utilizing acceptable 
methods and best management practices to prevent surface runoff 
and washouts 
MM 4.6-3c.  Trails required to cross ephemeral or perennial streams 
shall be provided an “engineered solution” such as a rock-lined 
conveyance, dipped profile with hardened tread, or a bridge/arched 
culvert to preclude erosion damage within the channel.  These 
solutions shall be as outlined in the accepted SWMP list of 
approved BMPs. 
MM 4.6-3d.  Prior to the issuance of grading permits, a qualified 
engineering geologist shall review and approve all grading plans and 
earthwork operation plans in relation to the project’s permanent facilities 
and shall provide guidance and technical review in the overall design and 
construction of the trails. 

Less than significant. 
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Impact 4.6-4.  Impacts from an Unstable Slope, 
Geologic Unit, or Soil Could Result in Onsite or 
Offsite Landslide, Lateral Spreading, Subsidence, 
Liquefaction, or Collapse.  (PS) 

Implementation of MM 4.6-2a through 2d, and MM 4.6-3a through 3d. Less than significant. 

Section 4.7 - Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Impact 4.7-1.  The Project Could Result in the 
Disturbance of Hazardous Materials, Contaminated 
Soil, or Contaminated Waters.  (LTS) 

MM 4.7-1a.  If discolored or odorous soils are discovered during the 
construction (grading, cut and fill, and the like), that soil is to be 
segregated from any other soils and tested as deemed necessary by a 
qualified environmental professional.  The soil piles must be covered so as 
to reduce the chance of dust leaving the piles.  If the tests show levels of 
contamination requiring remediation, then the contractor shall follow local, 
state and federal guidelines and regulations as they pertain to the handling, 
treatment in place, or transportation and disposal of the contaminants in the 
soil. 
MM 4.7-1b.  All suspect odorous or “out of place” colored soils shall be 
further addressed as described in the OHMVR Division Soil Conservation 
Guidelines/Standards for Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Management 
(currently applicable version). 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.7-2.  The Project Could Result in Hazards 
from the Routine Transport, Use, or Disposal of 
Hazardous Materials.  (LTS) 

MM 4.7-2.  Hazardous materials are to be stored in appropriate containers, 
cabinets and/or sheds as dictated in the federal, state, and local regulations.  
All unused materials are to be moved offsite at the end of construction and 
where necessary, disposed of in accordance with all applicable regulations.  
Hazardous materials shall be stored in certified hazardous material cabinets 
or vaults.  All users of the park will be required to take out all wastes 
generated by them during the use of the park facilities.  

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.7-3.  The Project Could Result in Impacts 
from Open and/or Improperly Sealed Mine Shafts.  
(PS) 

MM 4.7-3.  All onsite mine shafts not closed to standards set by the BLM 
and/or the State Office of Mine Reclamation shall have barricades or other 
similar access restrictions placed around them to impede any access by 
OHVs.  These shafts shall also be identified by on site signage indicating 
their presence and clearly marked on trail maps.  Trails will be designed in 
a manner that does not allow for direct or easy access to the areas in which 
the mines are located.  Any person found to be exploring these mines 
and/or mine shafts in direct violation of posted warning signs or found to 

Less than significant. 
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be circumventing the barricades shall be removed from the park 
immediately. 

Impact 4.7-4.  The Project Would Result in Hazards 
Involving Electromagnetic Frequency (EMF) 
Radiation.  (PS) 

MM 4.7-4.  All permanent and occupied structures shall be sited and built 
in a manner and position as to reduce the effects of EMF radiation to a 
negligible level.  These permanent structures are to meet the requirements 
as set out in the California Department of Education School Site Selection 
and Approval Guide including but not limited to the requirement that the 
structures be built 350 feet away from the power line easements. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.7-5.  The Project Would Result in Hazards 
Involving Collisions with High Voltage Electrical 
Line Towers.  (PS) 

MM 4.7-5.  All accessible electric towers on site shall have some kind of 
fencing or barrier placed around them to minimize the risk of impact from 
an OHV. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.7-6.  The Project Would Result in Hazards 
from Wildland Fires.  (S) 

MM 4.7-6.  All OHVs entering the park must comply with the State Park 
requirements for OHVs.  This includes spark suppression devices, noise 
suppressing mufflers, and fuel cut off valves.  Inspections for these devises 
will be conducted by the park staff upon the vehicles’ entry to the park.  
Also, literature shall be made available to all entrants explaining common 
possible ignition source hazards, such as cigarettes and portable stoves, 
and ways to minimize those sources of ignition from starting fires.  The 
park services shall have signs clearly indicating the fire danger levels 
throughout the park.  Finally, park staff shall have available means of 
dealing with small fires, such as fire extinguisher, water, and sand in an 
attempt to minimize the chances of small accidental fires growing out of 
control, and will respond to their level of training.  All fuels must be stored 
in fire rated containers that comply with both local and state fire codes. 

Significant and unavoidable.  

Impact 4.7-7.  The Project Would Result in Hazards 
from Diseases and Disease Vectors.  (PS) 

MM-4.7-7.  During the hot dry months when Valley Fever is at greatest 
risk, staging areas are to be watered down when and where possible, and 
traffic speeds are to be kept at a level that reduces the amount of dust in the 
air.  During the wetter months when stagnate pools of water would provide 
ideal places for mosquito breeding, known vector controlling methods such 
as spraying shall be implemented in the staging areas of the park.  
Pamphlets are to be distributed to guests informing them of the appropriate 
vector and disease hazards for that season, and ways to reduce exposure 
(e.g. masks to reduce inhalation of dust and long sleeve clothing to reduce 
the chances of a mosquito bite), as set out by the California Department of 

Less than significant. 
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Health.  Mosquito control will be implemented in accordance with known 
control methods and the Department of Parks and Recreation Operations 
manual.   
Implement MM 4.4-2c and MM 4.4-2d. 

Impact 4.7-8.  The Project Would Result in Hazards 
from OHV Collisions with other OHVs and 
Pedestrians.  (PS) 

MM 4.7-8.  The proposed project will strictly enforce OHV regulations 
regarding OHV speeds and safety requirements set forth by the California 
Motor Vehicle Code and the California State Park Off-Highway Motor 
Vehicle Recreation Division.  Trails will be designed to minimize 
interactions between pedestrians and OHVs, and speed limits and safety 
requirements within the project site will be clearly posted.  
To allow prompt response for serious or life threatening injury, a helipad at 
the staging area shall be incorporated into site-specific design plans and 
allow for medivac response. 

Less than significant. 

Section 4.8 - Hydrology and Water Quality 

Impact 4.8-1.  The Project Has the Potential To 
Cause a Violation of Any Water Quality Standards 
or Waste Discharge Requirements. 
The project will disturb surface vegetation on a portion 
of the project site and could increase sedimentation and 
pollutants in surface waters from increased activity and 
vehicle use on site.  Based on an 11,000-acre site, a 
predicted 1.2 inches of rainfall would generate an 
estimated 64.3 acre-feet of runoff.  Implementation of 
the SVRA project would represent a 3.7 percent 
increase over existing conditions.  The impact is 
considered less than significant.  (LTS) 

No mitigation measures are necessary.  The landscape shall be managed 
pursuant to the accepted SWMP. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.8-2.  The Project Could Substantially 
Deplete Groundwater Supplies or Interfere 
Substantially with Groundwater Recharge Such 
that There Would Be a Net Deficit in Aquifer 
Volume or a Lowering of the Local Groundwater 
Table Level.  (PS) 

MM 4.8-2a.  OHV facilities shall be designed and maintained pursuant to 
Kern County General Plan, State and Federal requirements and the 
OHMVR Division Soil Conservation Guidelines/Standards for Off-
Highway Vehicle Recreation Management (currently applicable version).  
MM 4.8-2b.  Long-term storm water quality concerns will be managed 
pursuant to a County and State approved storm water quality management 
plan.   

Less than significant.  
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MM 4.8-2c.  During preparation of the site-specific design plans, all 
existing natural springs on the subject property shall be identified and 
protected from OHV activities. 
Implement MM 4.4-2b. 

Impact 4.8-3.  The Project Could Substantially Alter 
the Existing Drainage Pattern of the Area in a 
Manner which Would Result in Substantial Erosion 
or Siltation Onsite or Offsite and which Would 
Result in Flooding Onsite or Offsite.  (PS) 

Implementation of MM 4.8-2a, MM 4.8-2b and MM 4.8-2c. Less than significant. 

Impact 4.8-4.  The Project Could Contribute Runoff 
Water which Would Provide Substantial Additional 
Sources of Polluted Runoff and Degrade Water 
Quality.  (PS) 

Implementation of MM 4.8-2a, MM 4.8-2b and MM 4.8-2c. 
MM 4.8-4a.  The design and location of all trails and activity areas within 
the SVRA project shall be in accordance with the OHMVR Division Soil 
Conservation Guidelines/Standards for Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation 
Management (currently applicable version). 
MM 4.8-4b.  Ongoing maintenance activities shall include open trail 
rotations to allow closed trails to recover, reshaping heavily eroded areas, 
replanting and reseeding activities, and careful design considerations.  

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.8-5.  The Project Could Place Structures 
within a 100-Year Flood Hazard Area which Would 
Impede or Redirect Flood Flows, and Expose People 
or Structures to a Significant Risk of Loss, Injury or 
Death Involving Flooding.  (PS) 

MM 4.8-5.  No structures or other facilities will be placed in any identified 
flow hazard zone of the ephemeral or perennial stream channels during 
site-specific project design. 

Less than significant.  

Impact 4.8-6.  Portions of the Project Area Could Be 
Subject to Inundation from Mudflow.  (PS) 

Implementation of MM 4.8-2a, MM 4.8-2b and MM 4.8-2c. Less than significant.  

Section 4.9 - Land Use and Planning 

Impact 4.9-1.  Project Development Would Not 
Physically Divide an Existing Community or 
Contribute to the Decline of an Existing Community 
(A Physical Change That Interrupts the 
Cohesiveness of the Neighborhood).  (LTS) 

No mitigation measures are required.   No impact.   
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Impact 4.9-2.  Project Development Would Not 
Conflict with Any Applicable Land Use Plan, Policy, 
or Regulation of an Agency with Jurisdiction Over 
the Project (Including, But Not Limited to, The 
General Plan, Specific Plan, Local Coastal Program, 
or Zoning Ordinance) Adopted for the Purpose of 
Avoiding or Mitigating an Environmental Effect.  
(LTS) 

No mitigation measures are required. No impact.  

Impact 4.9-3.  Project Development Would Not 
Conflict with any Applicable Habitat Conservation 
Plan or Natural Community Conservation Plan.  
(LTS) 

No mitigation measures are required.   No impact. 

Section 4.10 - Mineral Resources 

Impact 4.10-1.  Abandoned Oil Wells Potentially 
Pose a Risk to OHV Uses, as Visitors Traversing the 
Project Site and Structures Built Over or in Close 
Proximity to Unstable Surfaces of the Wells May 
Result in Human Safety Hazards and/or Structural 
Damage.  (PS) 

MM 4.10-1a.  Abandoned oil wells shall be located and exposed for 
inspection and leakage testing prior to construction of structures or OHV 
operations. 
MM 4.10-1b.  Abandoned oil wells shall be surveyed and accurately 
plotted on all future maps related to this project with a ten-foot no-build 
radius.  A legible copy of a map showing final project design shall be 
submitted to the DOGGR. 
MM 4.10-1c.  No structure or trail shall be planned or constructed over or 
in proximity to an abandoned oil well. 
MM 4.10-1d.  If an oil well requiring abandonment is on an adjacent 
property and near the common property line, structures shall be sufficiently 
set back to allow for future access to the well(s).  Such set backs shall be 
included in design plans. 
MM 4.10-1e.  DOGGR shall be contacted to obtain information on the 
requirements for and approval to perform remedial plugging operations if 
any other abandoned or unrecorded wells are uncovered or damaged 
during excavation or grading. 
MM 4.10-1f.  Onsite abandoned oil wells will be examined for 
contaminated soils.  If such soils exist, the soil will be treated in place with 
best available technology, or capped in place. 

Less than significant. 
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Impact 4.10-2.  The Project Encompasses and Is 
Immediately Adjacent to Several Parcels Where the 
Subsurface Mineral/Oil Rights Are Owned by the 
United States (i.e. Managed by BLM), and such 
Rights Could Impact the Operations of the SVRA 
Project.  (PS) 

MM 4.10-2.  The State shall either acquire all subsurface rights (i.e., 
mineral, oil, gas, and caliche, etc.) owned by other parties, both public and 
private, or avoid the placement of structures within known subsurface 
estates owned by other parties, both public and private. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.10-3.  Project Development May Result in 
the Loss of Availability of Petroleum, Sand and/or 
Gravel and Other Mineral Resources that Would Be 
of Value to the Citizens of Kern County and 
California Residents. (PS) 

MM 4.10-3.  SVRA project development and operation shall not encroach 
upon the access easement to an active oil well site located offsite in close 
proximity to the SVRA project’s southwestern boundary within Section 6 
of Township 28 South, Range 29 East, in which the surface, oil and gas 
rights are privately owned. 

Less than significant. 

Section 4.11 - Noise  

Impact 4.11-1.  The Project would Result in a 
Substantial Temporary or Periodic Increase in 
Ambient Noise Levels in the Project Vicinity Above 
Existing Levels.  (LTS) 
There are residences near the project site, generally 
within 1,000 to 4,500 feet from the project site 
boundary.  These residences would be exposed to noise 
levels lower than 65 dBA; therefore, they would not be 
subject to a substantial temporary increase in noise 
levels. 

No mitigation measures are necessary. Less than significant. 

Impact 4.11-2.  The Project would Result in 
Exposure of Persons to or Generation of Excessive 
Groundborne Vibration or Groundborne Noise 
Levels.  (PS) 

MM 4.11-2a.  During construction of the project, notice shall be given to 
the resident located near Adobe Canyon Road that there could be noise 
and/or vibration associated with paving activities on Adobe Canyon Road. 
MM 4.11-2b.  Noise generating construction activities shall be limited to 
daytime hours (7 a.m. to 5 p.m.) six days per week, Monday through 
Saturday. 
MM 4.11-2c.  All construction equipment shall be properly maintained 
with operating mufflers and intake silencers.  A location shall be 
determined away from sensitive receptors for equipment staging and 
storage.  
 

Less than significant. 
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MM 4.11-2d.  All maintenance equipment shall be properly maintained 
with operating mufflers and intake silencers. 

Impact 4.11-3.  Project Off-Highway Vehicles would 
Generate Noise Levels in Excess of Standards.  (PS) 

MM 4.11-3a.  Trails and activity areas shall be designed so that a 10 foot 
high natural or man-made terrain feature is interposed between the trails 
and the existing houses for any trail or activity located closer than 1,000 
feet to any off-site house. 
MM 4.11-3b.  Conduct noise studies for those areas identified in MM 
4.11-3a for use in designating and designing specific trail locations and 
activity areas and their related location to residences, and develop 
mitigation to maintain noise levels within acceptable levels. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.11-4.  Project Traffic Could Generate 
Noise Levels in Excess of Standards.  (S) 

MM 4.11-4.  Once the specific access routes have been identified for the 
proposed project, noise studies shall be conducted for those areas identified 
herein as being potentially impacted by excessive levels of project-related 
traffic noise.  If it is shown by project-level noise studies that potential 
impacts exceed County standards, mitigation shall be proposed to attenuate 
traffic noise in accordance with County standards. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.11-5.  The Project would Expose People 
Residing or Working in the Project Area to 
Excessive Noise Levels Caused by Air Traffic.  
(LTS) 

No mitigation measures are necessary. Less than significant. 

Impact 4.11-6.  The Project would Generate Noise 
that would Negatively Impact Cattle and/or 
Wildlife.  (S) 

MM 4.11-6a.  Prior to the issuance of a grading permit, a survey shall be 
conducted to determine the potential for Burrowing Owls located within a 
500-foot buffer along OHV routes.  If Burrowing Owls are located, further 
mitigation shall be required after consulting with the California 
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG). 
MM 4.11-6b.  OHV routes shall avoid proximity to current nesting 
locations of the golden eagle, Swainson’s hawk, Northern harrier, prairie 
falcon, Cooper’s hawk, Long-eared owl, Loggerhead shrike, Western 
yellow billed cuckoo, Least Bell’s vireo, and Willow flycatcher.  Prior to 
the issuance of a grading permit, a survey shall be conducted to determine 
the location of suitable habitat and/or nests for the species listed above.  If 
suitable habitat and/or nests are found, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and the CDFG shall be contacted to develop further mitigation.  

Less than significant. 
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Potential mitigation is seasonal closure of some OHV trails that are within 
1000 feet of the nests. 
MM 4.11-6c.  Prior to the issuance of a grading permit, a survey for 
antelope squirrels and kit fox shall be conducted within a 1000 foot buffer 
along potential OHV routes.  If a species is located within that area, further 
mitigation shall be required after consultation with the USFWS and the 
CDFG. 

Impact 4.11-7.  The Project would Introduce Loud 
and Unreasonable Noise into the Area from Special 
Events and/or People.  (LTS) 

No mitigation measures are necessary. Less than significant. 

Section 4.12 - Population and Housing 

Impact 4.12-1.  The Project May Induce Population 
Growth in the Area, Either Directly (by Proposing 
New Homes and Businesses) or Indirectly (Through 
Extension of Roads and Other Infrastructure).  
(LTS) 
It is not anticipated that the project will directly induce 
substantial population growth in the area by increasing 
the number of people living on site.  Kern County’s 
current housing density is 3.1 persons per household.  It 
is anticipated that only four employee residences will 
be established onsite.  which means that 12 to 13 
people maximum would be living on the project site in 
the four manufactured homes.  Given the fact that this 
will only increase the resident population in the area by 
13 people, over an area of approximately 11,000 acres, 
the impacts will not be significant.  Additionally, only 
limited residences surround the project site, so the 
additional 13 people living onsite would not be part of 
a larger trend of population growth in the local vicinity.  
The project would not house any residents in excess of 
the onsite employees, and visitors to the site would be 
of a transient nature.  Impacts on population growth 
due to increases in businesses will be less than 

No mitigation measures are necessary.   Less than significant. 



Draft EIR Executive Summary 
 

Note:  (S) = Significant.  (PS) = Potentially Significant.  (LTS) = Less than Significant. 
 
1-42 Bakersfield SVRA - County of Kern  
 H:\Client (PN-JN)\0216\02160032\Draft EIR\02160032_Sec01-00-ExecSumm.doc 

Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

significant.  The project will not induce substantial 
population growth in the area indirectly, e.g., through 
extension of roads or other infrastructure.   

Impact 4.12-2.  The Project May Displace 
Substantial Numbers of Existing Housing, 
Necessitating the Construction of Replacement 
Housing Elsewhere.  (LTS) 
Housing on site will change from one unoccupied home 
on 11,000 acres to four homes, for a net gain of three 
homes.  Because three additional homes will exist at 
project buildout, there is no need to construct 
replacement housing elsewhere.   

No mitigation measures are necessary.  Less than significant.  

Impact 4.12-3.  The Project May Displace 
Substantial Numbers of People, Necessitating the 
Construction of Replacement Housing Elsewhere.  
(LTS) 
Because no one currently lives on the project site, there 
will be no impacts with respect to displacing substantial 
numbers of people.   

No mitigation measures are necessary.  Less than significant. 

Section 4.13 - Public Services 

Impact 4.13-1.  The Project May Create a Need for 
New or Physically Altered Schools, the Construction 
of Which Would Cause Significant Environmental 
Impacts.  (LTS) 
Only four employee residences will be established on-
site at the detailed project plan implementation level.  
The number of children of school age predicted to be 
generated by four residences is 2.8, based on the State 
average generation factor (0.7 school-age children per 
housing unit for all grade levels).  With 2.8 students 
generated, the project will have a less than significant 
impact on the local school system.   

No mitigation measures are necessary.   Less than significant. 
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Impact 4.13-2.  The Project May Create a Need for 
New or Physically Altered Parks, the Construction 
of Which Would Cause Significant Environmental 
Impacts.  (LTS) 
The project will not be located near any existing parks, 
nor would it draw visitors to other parks, facilitating 
their overuse or creating a need for the construction of 
new parks.  The nearest park is approximately six miles 
away (Kern River County Park), and the nearest off-
highway vehicle facility, a motocross facility near Taft 
is 37 miles southwest of the Bakersfield SVRA project 
site.  These parks will not draw visitors to them and the 
proposed project simultaneously, due to the distance 
between the parks and the variation in uses.  Therefore, 
impacts to existing parks are less than significant.   

No mitigation measures are necessary.   Less than significant. 

Impact 4.13-3.  The Project Would Strain Existing 
Kern County Fire Department Resources and Other 
Emergency Response Resources in providing 
Emergency Services to the Project Site.  (PS) 

MM 4.13-3a.  Following preparation of a site-specific development plan, 
but before the park is open for public use, the State Department of Parks 
and Recreation shall negotiate, agree to and implement a fire protection 
mitigation program with the Kern County Fire Department (KCFD) that is 
mutually agreeable to both parties and which will be incorporated into the 
SVRA General Plan. 
MM 4.13-3b.  In order to provide capability to access victims in remote 
locations and transport them out to a ground-based ambulance, if 
necessary, the fire protection mitigation program could address vehicles 
for this purpose. 
MM 4.13-3c.  A medivac helicopter shall be available to the project site 
through a contract with a private ambulance service immediately before, 
during, and immediately after the hours of operation in order to remove 
injured people from the site and surrounding roads quickly using the onsite 
heli-pad, and transport them to local hospitals.   
MM 4.13-3d.  Cattle shall be allowed to graze in the planned perimeter 
buffer to provide vegetation control, helping to reduce the amount of 
flammable and associated fire risk.  
MM 4.13-3e  “Dip sites” shall be included in final project design whereby 
Fire Department personnel can use helicopters to obtain onsite water to 

Less than significant. 
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assist in fighting wildland fires.  Sediment ponds can be constructed that 
will function as helicopter dip sites during fire season and as sediment 
control measures during the peak of the rainy season. 

Impact 4.13-4.  The Project Would Strain Existing 
Kern County Sheriff’s Department Resources in 
providing Service to the Project Site.  (PS) 

MM 4.13-4a.  Following preparation development of a site-specific 
development plan, but before the park is open for public use, the State 
Department of Parks and Recreation shall negotiate, agree to and 
implement a police protection/law enforcement mitigation program with 
the Kern County Sheriff’s Department that is mutually agreeable to both 
parties and which will be incorporated into the SVRA General Plan. 
MM 4.13-4b.  The park entrance and exit should be designed to permit law 
enforcement vehicles to pass by queued vehicles in the event of an 
emergency.   
MM 4.13-4c.  The practice by Department of Parks and Recreation to use 
volunteers in park operations shall continue.  Historically, volunteers have 
been used for:  
• Educating visitors about risks and safety, 
• Providing additional vigilance to alert park staff to problems, 
• Assisting staff in the performance  of first aid and evacuation, 
• Assisting park staff and the Sheriff’s Department in lost visitor and 

search and rescue operations,  
• Assisting with training classes and public events, and 
• Assisting with trail layout and building.  

Less than significant.  

Impact 4.13-5.  The Project Would Strain Volunteer 
Search and Rescue Crews.  (PS) 

Implement MM 4.13-3a. Less than significant. 

Impact 4.13-6.  The Project Would Require 
Emergency Communication Via Radio in Order to 
Facilitate Efforts of Kern County Sheriff’s 
Department, Kern County Fire Department, Local 
Ambulances and Medivac Helicopters, and Park 
Staff.  (PS) 

Implement MM 4.13-3a and MM 4.13-4a.   Less than significant.   
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Section 4.14 - Recreation 

Impact 4.14-1.  Construction of Project-Related 
Recreational Facilities Would Have A Potentially 
Significant Adverse Physical Effect on the 
Environment.  (LTS)  

Mitigation measures for environmental impacts are included under the 
appropriate heading elsewhere in this document: 
• Biological Resources - Section 4.4, All Mitigation Measures (4.4-1 

through 4.4-13). 
• Cultural Resources - Section 4.5 , All Mitigation Measures (4.5-1 

through 4.5-3). 
• Geology and Soils - Section 4.6, Mitigation Measures 4.6-3a through 

4.6-3d. 
• Noise - Section 4.11, All Mitigation Measures (4.11-1 through 4.11-6). 

No additional mitigation measures are required. 

Less than significant. 
 

Impact 4.14-2.  The Project Would Not Cause or 
Accelerate the Physical Deterioration of Existing 
Neighborhood and Regional Parks or Other 
Recreational Facilities.  (LTS) 

No mitigation measures are required. Less than significant. 

Section 4.15 - Transportation and Traffic 

Impact 4.15-1.  The Project Could Increase Traffic 
in Relation to the Existing Traffic Load and 
Capacity of the Street Network System.  (PS) 
Construction-related activities might create minor 
disruptions in existing circulation patterns and result in 
minor traffic delays.  The resulting construction impact 
on the surrounding street system would be a temporary 
short-term impact and is therefore considered less than 
significant.  Traffic impacts on studied intersections 
associated with the Bakersfield SVRA project are 
considered less than significant.  While the SVRA 
project will not have an impact on existing roadway 
segments which are structurally sound, the increased 
traffic on Round Mountain Road associated with  
 
 

MM 4.15-1.  Pavement on Round Mountain Road shall be improved in 
areas of existing failed pavement in conjunction with SVRA project 
implementation.  

Less than significant. 
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SVRA development may cause increased pot holing in 
areas of existing failed pavement.   

Impact 4.15-2.  The Project Could Exceed, Either 
Individually or Cumulatively, a Level of Service 
Standard Established by the County Congestion 
Management Agency for Designated Roads or 
Highways.  (LTS) 
There are no CMP roadways located in the traffic study 
area for the project.  Accordingly, no CMP traffic 
impact assessment is required for the project, and no 
impacts would occur. 

No mitigation measures are required. Less than significant. 

Impact 4.15-3.  The Project Could Change Air 
Traffic Patterns, Including Either an Increase in 
Traffic Levels or a Change in Location that Results 
in Substantial Safety Risks.  (LTS) 
Because of the recreational nature of the Bakersfield 
SVRA and the need to transport off-highway vehicles 
for use in the park, the proposed project does not have 
the potential to increase air traffic levels.  The City of 
Bakersfield Airport, Meadows Field, is approximately 
ten miles southwest of the project site and no effect on 
the airport is anticipated.  

No mitigation measures are required. Less than significant. 

Impact 4.15-4.  The Project Could Substantially 
Increase Hazards Due to a Design Feature (e.g., 
Sharp Curves or Dangerous Intersections) or 
Incompatible Uses (e.g., Farm Equipment).  (PS) 

MM 4.15-4a.  A traffic engineer shall participate in the preparation of the 
project-level site development plan in order to minimize potential traffic 
hazards associated with increased traffic near and at the entrance to the 
Bakersfield SVRA. 
MM 4.15-4b.  Implementation of the Bakersfield SVRA project shall 
include increasing the paved shoulder at the southeast corner of the 
intersection of Granite and Round Mountain Roads to provide a larger 
radius in order to better accommodate large RVs and trailers. 

Less than significant. 

Impact 4.15-5.  The Project Could Result in 
Inadequate Emergency Access.  (PS) 

Implement MM 4.13-3a and 4.13-4a.  Less than significant. 
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Impact 4.15-6.  Project Design of the Bakersfield 
SVRA Could Result in Inadequate Parking 
Capacity.   
Onsite parking capacity will comply with the California 
Department of Parks & Recreation ADA Parking 
Guidelines, Title 24, and the Kern County Municipal 
Code (if applicable),  No adverse impacts are 
anticipated.  (LTS) 

No mitigation measures are required.  Less than significant. 

Impact 4.15-7.  The Project Could Conflict with 
Adopted Policies Supporting Alternative 
Transportation.  (LTS) 
Currently there are no designated bus routes or  bicycle 
trails within the general area of the project site.  The 
closest designated bicycle trails are approximately 6 
miles to the south at the Kern River Bikeway that is 
located between Enos Lane (west of California State 
University) and China Grade Loop near Gordon’s 
Ferry.  The trail is being extended further east by the 
County and is projected to reach Lake Ming by 2010.   
Bicyclists are known to travel on Round Mountain 
Road past Adobe Canyon into the oil fields.  Repaving 
of Round Mountain Road in areas of failed pavement, 
as detailed in Mitigation Measure 4-15.1, could 
incorporate a wider paved surface and a shifting of the 
centerline to accommodate a bicycle trail on the south 
side between Granite and Adobe Canyon Roads to 
minimize conflicts between bicyclists and SVRA 
visitors.  Increasing vehicle traffic levels without the 
existence of a bike lane to accommodate cyclists is a 
potentially significant impact to alternative modes of 
transportation. 

MM 4.15-5.  Inclusion of a bicycle trail in this location can be addressed 
during preparation of the project-level site development plan.  

Less than significant. 
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Impacts Mitigation Measures Level of Significance After 
Mitigation 

Section 4.16 - Utilities and Service Systems 

Impact 4.16-1.  Water Usage and Consumption 
Associated with SVRA Facility Operations and Soil 
Erosion Control and Maintenance Activities May 
Exceed Current Cattle Consumption Usage within 
the Boundaries of the Proposed Project Site.  (LTS) 
Water use and consumption associated with the 
Bakersfield SVRA is not expected to exceed the current 
total water usage associated with cattle activities within 
the boundaries of the project site; therefore, impacts to 
the current water supply as provided by water wells are 
expected to be less than significant.   

No mitigation measure is required. Less than significant. 

 

 

 




