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protecting and restoring natural ecosystems and imperiled species through 

science, education, policy, and environmental law 
 
April 5, 2010 
 
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division 
Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program 
ohvinfo@parks.ca.gov  
 
RE: Fully Support the Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee’s Grant Application for 
Restoration, Ground Operations, and Education and Safety Projects for 2010. 
 
To whom it may concern: 
  
I am writing in support of the Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee's (DTPC) grant application 
for Restoration, Ground Operations, and Education and Safety projects.  The DTPC is actively 
working to save areas critical to the conservation and recovery of the state and federally 
threatened desert tortoise, by improving habitat that has been damaged by historic and ongoing 
off-road vehicle use, and providing an educational opportunity to the public about desert tortoise 
conservation and responsible recreation in the desert.   
  
The restoration, fencing, and education projects proposed in the grant application are essential to 
protect the federally and state listed threatened desert tortoise which is continuing to decline 
throughout it range including the west Mojave desert where the Desert Tortoise Natural Area is 
located, from direct impacts.  The educational component will teach desert recreationists about 
the continued declines in desert tortoise populations and the importance of conserving the 
species, which will be very helpful.  The restoration of habitat from off-road vehicle damage will 
successfully re-open areas for desert tortoise to inhabit, effectively providing opportunities for 
the tortoise to expand back into habitat that is currently unusable.  Other restoration activities 
(fencing) will effectively prevent new negative impacts from occurring. 
  
Please award this excellent grant application with full funding in support of recovery of the 
threatened desert tortoise.  Please feel free to contact me with any additional questions. 
 
Best regards, 

 
Ileene Anderson 
 
 
 
cc:  DTPC 
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