April 5, 2010

Jeff Bensen, Assistant Forest Recreation Officer
Los Padres National Forest

6755 Hollister Ave., Ste 150

Goleta, CA 93117

jbensen@fs.fed.us

RE: Comments on Preliminary Grant Applications for the Los Padres National Forest
2009/2010 California OHV Recreation Grant Program

Dear Mr. Bensen:

We are writing to express our support for the Restoration and Law Enforcement elements of
the Los Padres National Forest 2009/2010 California Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation
Grant Program. Los Padres ForestWatch is a nonprofit organization working to protect wildlife
and wild places in the Los Padres National Forest, and we are concerned about off-road vehicle
(ORV) trespass in our region and the damage it causes to water quality, wildlife habitat, cultural
resources, and wilderness values. We appreciate efforts that the State of California and the U.S.
Forest Service are taking to reduce this damage and to restore some of the degraded areas.

As we continue to witness significant reductions in the Forest Service budget, outside funding
sources are critical to help the agency maintain an adequate law enforcement presence, and
we believe that on-the-ground monitoring and strict enforcement are the most effective and
efficient ways to eliminate vehicle trespass and protect forest resources. lllegal ORV trespass
has caused significant resource damage in every ranger district of the Los Padres National
Forest, and the Forest Service continues to have insufficient resources to address this problem.

Overall, the preliminary grant application for the Los Padres National Forest contains many
projects worthy of funding. However, we are also concerned that the proposal focuses too
much on facilities development and ground operations, and too little on law enforcement and
restoration. Specifically, funding requests for development and ground operations represent a
combined $569,000, while funding requests for law enforcement and restoration total a mere
$125,000, or only 17% of the total funds requested for the 2009/2010 cycle. Because illegal
ORV trespass is a widespread — and growing — management challenge on the Los Padres
National Forest, it is our hope that the Forest Service prioritizes Restoration and Law
Enforcement in this and future funding proposals.

Restoration — Santa Lucia Ranger District

We share the Forest Service’s concern about illegal ORV trespass in the Pozo/La Panza,
Rockfront, and Huasna areas, and support the proposed restoration, protection, and
monitoring of 3,000 feet of unauthorized OHV routes along 22 sections of routes. Once
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installed, these barriers should be monitored and maintained to prevent vandalism and ensure
their continued effectiveness.

Page 1 (Project Description) references an attached “NEPA Document” and a Decision Memo.
Please provide us with a copy of that NEPA document and Decision Memo, as they have not
been previously provided to us. Also, please provide us with a map showing the locations of the
22 sections where work is proposed.

Page 4 (Project Cost Estimate) states that law enforcement presence will occur on a “weekly
basis” in restored areas. We believe that such presence should occur more frequently in areas
of known trespass, and would support an increased funding proposal to support such efforts.

Page 7 (Evaluation Criteria) lists the Camatta Canyon amole as “other special-status species,”
and refers to the amole as a Sensitive Species. The Camatta Canyon amole is a federally-listed
threatened species. Identifying it as such on the proposal would add another point to the
project’s ranking, increasing its chances for funding.

Law Enforcement

As acknowledged in the proposal, the Los Padres National Forest has experienced several large
wildfires during the last five years, and a reduction in vegetation in burn areas — coupled with
fuel breaks and other cleared areas — attract ORV trespass that is difficult to manage.

Iltem 1 (Proposed Project) identifies several areas of emphasis for the proposed law
enforcement. Based on recent field visits, we believe that the washes of the Quatal and Apache
canyon areas should also be listed as an area of law enforcement emphasis for the Mt. Pinos
Ranger District, particularly those areas in and near the Chumash Wilderness. In addition, based
on recent visits, we believe that the Divide Peak OHV Route on the Santa Barbara Ranger
District should be listed as an area of emphasis, as a large number of user-created trails
originate along this route.

General Application Requirements

Page 9 of this portion of the application references a 2010 Soil Conservation Plan and a 2010
Habitat Management Plan. We would like to receive copies of both documents to assist us in
preparing meaningful comments on the grant proposal. During a phone call today, you stated
that these plans were not yet finished, but would be appended to the final application. Please
provide copies of these two plans.

Development — Navajo Flat Staging Area

Page 1 (Project Description) references an attached “Timeline for Project Completion.” We are
unable to download that document from the website. Please provide us with a copy of this
timeline as soon as possible.

Page 8 (Evaluation Criteria) states under Section 2(a) and 2(b) Natural and Cultural Resources
that no special-status species or habitat are known to occur in the Project Area. Please note



that this project is located within federally-designated critical habitat for the threatened
Camatta Canyon amole. See 67 Fed. Reg. 65414, 65444 (October 24, 2002).

Page 9 references an Environmental Assessment that was prepared for this project. Please
provide us with a copy of the EA and Decision Notice.

Ground Operations
Page 1 (Project Description) states that route-specific maintenance activities can be found in
the 2009 Soil Conservation Plan. Please provide us with a copy of that plan.

Page 6 (Project Cost Estimate) proposes funding for 12 forest protection officers (FPOs) at 26
days per FPO, for a total of 316 days. The extent of ORV use and trespass in the Los Padres
National Forest, coupled with the large amount of area involved, requires significantly more
FPOs than this, and we would support an increased funding request to accommodate additional
FPOs. In addition, the proposal uses five law enforcement officers (LEOs) as a match,
contributing 10 days each for OHV law enforcement. We believe that this number should be
increased as well.

To summarize, the Los Padres National Forest’s 2009/2010 grant application contains many
projects worthy of funding. In disbursing and applying these funds, we hope the State of
California and the U.S. Forest Service place particular emphasis on the critical restoration and
law enforcement projects and activities we have outlined in our letter. Please provide us with
copies of the following documents outlined above, and referenced in the application:

1. 2010 Soil Conservation Plan (referenced on page 9 of the General Application
Requirements)

2. 2010 Habitat Management Plan (referenced on page 9 of the General Application
Requirements)

3. Timeline for the Navajo Flat Staging Area (there is a link to it on page 1 of the project
description, but it is non-functional)

4. The Environmental Assessment for the Navajo Flat Staging Area (referenced on page
9 of the evaluation criteria)

5. 2009 Soil Conservation Plan and timeline (referenced on page 1 of project description
for Ground Operations)

6. The NEPA document for Restoration - Santa Lucia RD (referenced on page 1 of the
project description)

Thank you for this opportunity to provide our comments. Please provide us with one copy of
the final application and all attachments when it is submitted to the state.

Sincerely,
Jeff Kuyper
Executive Director



