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April 3, 2014

To: 
Sixto Fernandez, Grant Manager and Grant Board, OHV Division

Ed Patrovsky, OHV Commission

RE:
Baldy Mesa OHV Trail and Staging Area Project 

Dear Mr. Fernandez and Mr. Patrovsky,

I would like to make you aware of some information regarding the Baldy Mesa OHV and Staging Area Project. I am citing parts of the Forest Service Environmental Assessment for this project as examples the Forest Service has not included any consideration or research of the Sanford/Mormon Trail within the planned OHV course, in the planning and approval stages of this project. Their application, EA and “Decision” have no mention of the historic trail or how they will consider the safety of those that use the trail with the OHV course that crosses the trail twice. And now that they have received many pleas to immediately halt the grant process due to serious safety issues, there has been no outreach to come together to even discuss these issues let alone try to resolve them.  My examples: 
EA page 12 Heritage 4 states that if additional heritage resources are identified that “work will stop” until Heritage Staff has been notified and the resource assessed.

I , along with local citizens and historians, have notified the Forest Service that there is a significant historical trail WITHIN the boundaries of the OHV course in this project. We strongly requested that “work stop” per the Forest Service application. Not only is the trail in jeopardy of being damaged and “erased”  but the safety of those that use the trail is at risk. Our requests to stop the project until these issues can be resolved have been ignored.

EA page 17 Recreation pp2 states that there are very few, if any, hikers that use the project area and just a limited amount of equestrians. The EA sites that the project area was monitored from October 2001 through February 2005 and from this sampling the use was approved.  Page 18 chart shows that Forest Service logged ZERO % hikers during this 4 year period and 0.2% equestrian users.

FYI – Heritage Trails Wagon Train, organized by HTA, came through the project area including the staging area and over the ridge on FS roads with 600 hikers and 38 horses the entire last week of October 2001. We were not logged in this survey. After our wagon train, trail use increased because of interest caused by our wagon train. I personally took tours through your area of interested hikers.  Again, this information has been ignored and we have not been allowed to meet to discuss this information.

EA page 30 Affected Environment – 15 cultural resources have been identified in 2007 by Milburn, Goodman and Doan.  On page 39 comments in red indicate that FS needed to “get the heritage” from the report cited.

We would like to know the 15 resources that were identified. 

EA page 30 states that FS has had ongoing consultations with San Manual Band of Mission Indians and representatives from local historical societies. I have left messages for the FS asking for this list.
***I received a phone call yesterday from Gabriel Garcia of the FS on Wednesday, April 2, and he stated that he did not know of historical societies or historians that were used for consultants on the project other than those from San Manual Band of Mission Indians and the Forest Service. He stated that he would research this and get back to me.
I have attached a list of local historians and more widely known trail experts. I have contacted each of them and not one was contacted by the Forest Service to consult on this project. This list indicates to me that there were no trail experts or community outreach done during the planning sessions for this project. I request a delay of the project until these issues can be reviewed with a joint committee of citizens, historians and the FS.

Thank you for considering my comments.  I would like them made part of the public comment record.

Marilyn Mills, President
(909) 702-2774
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Sanford/Mormon Trail 1850-1855 and Sanford Road 1856

Historians and Trail Experts

E. Leo Lyman, historian, authored several books on the trail – considered the most knowledgeable


Lives in Utah, but lectures locally often, gives tours on the trail

John Bascom, President, Mohahve Historical Society – historian/trail expert – Apple Valley

Clifford Walker, historian/author, High Desert

John Hockaday, historian/author, Wrightwood

Marilyn Mills, President, Heritage Trails Association, historian, organized wagon train over trail


Upland, gives Cajon Pass tours

San Bernardino Pioneer and Historical Society, Steve Shaw, President


Organized by the pioneers themselves and dedicated to preserving the Southern California 
pioneer history.

Nick Cataldo, historian, author, teacher – leads tours of the Cajon Pass for Cal State San Bernardino


Also a member of the SB Pioneer and Historical Society

Emmett Harder, historian/mine owner – owns the Salt Springs Mine originally owned/worked by 
pioneers, gives tours of the trail

Wagon Train Ranch, 501(c) 3 organized to teach about and preserve the trail, Harold Gabriel, pres.

State Organizations that teach about and help to preserve the trail

California Pioneer Heritage Foundation – board members all over the state including locally

Oregon California Trails Association, Jack Fletcher, President Southern Trails Chapter (incl So.Cal.)
California State Office of Historic Preservation, Sacramento
Other Known Trails Experts

Michael N. Landon, Church History Department, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Benjamin Pykles, archeologist/historian, Historic Sites Dept. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
#     #     #
