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IN ATTENDANCE 

--oOo-- 

OHMVR COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Ted Cabral, Chair 
Diana Pérez, Vice-Chair 
Erin Hafkenschiel 
Eric Lueder
Kevin Murphy 
Edward Patrovsky
Paul Slavik 
Teresa Villegas 

OHMVR COMMISSIONER ABSENT:  None 

 

OHV DIVISION STAFF:  
   

Christopher Conlin, Deputy Director
Maria Mowrey, Administrative Chief
Kathryn Tobias, Legal Counsel 

OTHER OHV DIVISION STAFF AND REGISTERED VISITORS 

--oOo--
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AGENDA ITEM I - CALL TO ORDER at 8:30 a.m. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  I'd like to call the meeting to 

order, OHMVR Commission meeting, for Friday the 13th, 

2015.  

AGENDA ITEM I(A) - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CHAIR CABRAL:  First order would be -- is to 

stand to do the Pledge of Allegiance.  

(Pledge led by Chair Cabral.)  

AGENDA ITEM I(B) - ROLL CALL

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Next would be roll call. 

THE CLERK:  Erin Hafkenschiel of San Francisco.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Here. 

THE CLERK:  Eric Lueder of Mill Valley. 

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Here.  

THE CLERK:  Kevin Murphy of Morgan Hill. 

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Here.  

THE CLERK:  Ed Patrovsky of Apple Valley.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Here.

THE CLERK:  Paul Slavik of Huntington Beach.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Here.

THE CLERK:  Teresa Villegas of Los Angeles. 

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Here.

THE CLERK:  Diana Pérez of Santa Maria. 

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Here.

THE CLERK:  Ted Cabral of Penngrove. 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

5

CHAIR CABRAL:  Here.  

Next thing we have on the list would be the 

approval of the agenda -- excuse me.  

Actually, I'd like to do some introductions 

actually before we do that.  

We have Christopher Conlin, Deputy Director of 

the OHMVR Division.  Unfortunately, Phil Jenkins could 

not be with us.  He's attending to a family matter.  

Maria Mowry, the administrative chief, and Kathryn 

Tobias, legal counsel.  I would like to thank all of 

you for all of your efforts, too, appreciate it.

AGENDA ITEM II - APPROVAL OF AGENDA

CHAIR CABRAL:  Next item would be approval of 

the agenda.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'll make a motion to 

approve.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Second that. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Now, we have a new voting 

procedure now, so I want to make sure -- so we're going 

to go through it one by one by the Commissioner's name. 

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Hafkenschiel?  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Approve. 

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Hafkenschiel, approve.  

Commissioner Lueder?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Approve.  
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THE CLERK:  Commissioner Lueder, approve. 

Commissioner Murphy?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Approve.  

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Murphy, approve. 

Commissioner Patrovsky?  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Approve.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Patrovsky, approve. 

Commissioner Slavik?  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Approved.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Slavik, approve. 

Commissioner Villegas?  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Approve.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Villegas, approve. 

Commissioner Pérez?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Approve.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Pérez, approve. 

Commissioner Cabral. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Approve.  

THE CLERK:  Commission Cabral, approve.  

AGENDA ITEM III (A) - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  The next item would be the 

approval of the minutes.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'll make the motion to 

approve the minutes as written.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'll second.  
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THE CLERK:  Commissioner Hafkenschiel?  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Approve. 

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Hafkenschiel, approve.  

Commissioner Lueder?  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Approve.  

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Lueder, approve. 

Commissioner Murphy?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Approve.  

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Murphy, approve. 

Commissioner Patrovsky?  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Approve.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Patrovsky, approve. 

Commissioner Slavik?  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Approve.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Slavik, approve. 

Commissioner Villegas?  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I'll abstain.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Villegas, abstain. 

Commissioner Pérez?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Approve.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Pérez, approve. 

Commissioner Cabral?  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Approve.  

THE CLERK:  Commission Cabral, approve. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So we have the approval of 
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both the agenda and the minutes.

AGENDA ITEM IV (A) - COMMISSIONERS' REPORTS

CHAIR CABRAL:  So the next item, we will move 

right into the commission reports.  So why don't I go 

start down on the right with Commissioner Slavik.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I request I go last on 

that. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  That would be fine.  

Ed, would you like to go next?  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Good morning, 

everybody.  Can you hear me?  Glad to be here.  

Some of the things that I've been doing since -- 

regarding OHV matters since the last Commission 

meeting:  On January 15th at an awards ceremony for 

volunteers for the San Bernardino County Sheriff's 

Department -- I'm a volunteer member of the 

department -- I got to meet San Bernardino County 

Sheriff John McMahon for the first time.  And the 

Commission's grants fund several of the sheriff's OHV 

units.  As many of you know, San Bernardino is the 

largest county in the country.  And this is the first 

time I had ever met the sheriff, and I got to speak 

with him for several minutes about OHV issues and was 

very pleased to meet him.

Another issue, I got to -- or another matter, 
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for the second year in the row I was pleased to attend 

the King of the Hammers event, which is held in Johnson 

Valley near where I live in Apple Valley, and for the 

most part this was a well-run event.  Everybody seemed 

to be having a good time.  The events were exciting.  

I did make some observations and had some 

concerns which later I addressed with members of BLM 

management and the OHMVR Division, just some 

suggestions for running the event better in future 

years, but it's a great event.  The event is good for 

the local economy, and I'm glad to see it.

The last thing I'd like to bring up, several 

people have addressed me concerns about the collateral 

forfeiture schedule, which are fines that law 

enforcement officers charge for OHV offenses.  I've 

been approached by several people asking that we pass a 

resolution to increase these fines and penalties.  

And so I did some research into the current 

collateral schedule, which is the fines for the federal 

system and for the Eastern and the Central Judicial 

Districts of California for the federal fines.  And 

since I've retired as a BLM law enforcement ranger 

eleven years ago, I found that these have been upgraded 

in most cases very significantly.  For example, riding 

off route used to be a $50 fine or mandatory court 
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appearance, officer's discretion; now it's $150.  The 

fines that I thought were too low back when I was 

working appear to be just about right now.  A couple of 

them I thought may be even getting too high.  Raising 

minimum fines to too high a level has its downside in 

that it can limit officer discretion.  And on the minor 

offenses that an officer might still want to write but 

the fine is high.  

So I think that a lot of our problems are 

with -- with enforcement itself, with the officers in 

the field, and not with the collateral schedule from 

what I could see from the research I did.  

Thank you. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Pérez.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I actually don't have a 

report as much as I'd like to make a short statement or 

ask a question.

I was interested in using this time to ask the 

timeline for our Deputy Director who's assigned for 

Boating and Waterways, what the interim timeline is for 

that assignment?  It seems to me that we have many, 

many areas that we need to work on on the OHV issues.  

And if I read the OHV law book correctly, it requires a 

full-time deputy director.  

And so that was my interest in kind of getting a 
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sense of do we have you part-time or -- and when will 

we have you full-time?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  What a great question.  

It is an interim assignment, so.  And that's what I was 

told when I took it.  I am acting in Boating and 

Waterways.  I appreciate your concern.  I voiced it as 

well.  So you should know that I voiced it up to the 

agency that we need to find a permanent solution.

It will be coming on a year in June.  So I do 

know that also by policy, I don't believe that they 

like to leave somebody in an interim assignment.  When 

I say "they," I mean the state government does not like 

to leave people in acting assignments for too long. 

I will raise the issue again, and this time from 

the perspective that the Commission asked.  But, again, 

it was supposed -- it is designed as an interim 

assignment.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  And a couple of more things.  

I think that since we are on the Commission, I 

think if my fellow commissioners have similar concerns, 

that we should support our Deputy Director back as 

full-time.  And if there's anything that we can do on 

our behalf to support that change, I'd like to see us 

do -- take a more proactive step toward that.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  How about a motion?  
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VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I think we should make a 

motion to send a letter to the Governor?  Is that what 

you're suggesting?  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  I so move.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I second a motion to the 

Governor requesting our Deputy Director to come back 

full-time as our OHV law book indicates that is his 

position.  

Could we get a roll call vote?  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Can you guys hear me back there 

now?  Okay.  We have to take some comments from the 

other Commissioners, so.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Thank you.  

Correct me if I'm wrong, Kathryn.  But I think 

that we can't actually take a formal action and send a 

letter without it being agendized as a business item?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  That's correct.  

So I'm just trying to think on this one whether 

it's -- whether it needs to be -- to do that kind of 

support.  It probably is best so that you can have the 

public.  I guess in this one, I kind of see it as more 

of just a request of the Governor, so I don't see it as 

really the Commission taking an action.  

But it's right there on the line, so I guess I 

would suggest that if you think we should agendize 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

13

this, vote no.  And then you can bring it back up, and 

we can put it on the agenda next time.  And if you feel 

comfortable, then you can vote yes and approve it.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Kathryn, if I may, I'd like 

it to be not an action item but an informational piece 

to the Governor, information in terms of what we 

believe is addressing some of our concerns. 

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  Right.  No, I understand that.  

But generally what you have to do -- whether 

it's information or an action item, they do have to be 

agendized.  I guess in this case I'm not seeing this 

as, you know, anything but kind of support for 

something.  But I do -- what I'm saying is I think it's 

on the line.  So, you know, it would be easy to come 

back.  

I guess by the time we come back, it will be a 

year for you for the next year. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  It will be about a 

year. 

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  So that's what I would say.  

Sorry I'm not providing more guidance on this, but I 

think you could just, you know, send that letter if you 

wanted to.  If you don't feel comfortable and you'd 

like it agendized, we can do that, too.  Sorry, I don't 

have more guidance. 
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CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  I would like to speak 

to that.  My personal preference would be to have it 

put on as an agendized item so we can get public 

comment on it.  Because if we have public comment on 

it, I think that would make a better statement.  It's 

not just the Commission itself.  So that would be the 

route I would like to go.  

But I guess since we have a motion and a second 

on the floor right now, what we need to do is we have 

to vote on that, and then go from there.  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  There are two ways to do it.  

You can either vote on it, and people who want it to be 

agendized can vote no, or you can ask the maker of the 

motion to withdraw the motion and second now that we've 

had that discussion on the noticing. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Pérez?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  No, I'm not withdrawing my 

motion. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  We will bring it to a 

vote.  

(Inaudible discussion.) 

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Hafkenschiel?  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I vote no. 

THE CLERK:  No.  

Commissioner Lueder?  
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COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  No.  

THE CLERK:  Lueder, no. 

Commissioner Murphy?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I vote no.  

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Murphy, no. 

Commissioner Patrovsky?  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Yes.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Patrovsky, yes. 

Commissioner Slavik?  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I vote no.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Slavik, no. 

Commissioner Villegas?  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Yes.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Villegas, yes. 

Commissioner Pérez?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Yes.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Cabral?  

CHAIR CABRAL:  No. 

THE CLERK:  Ayes three, noes five. 

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  Motion fails. 

THE CLERK:  Motion fails.  Ayes, three; noes, 

five.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Would anyone like to make a motion to put it on 

as an agendized item for our next -- well, actually, we 
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don't even need to make a motion for that.  So what I'd 

like do is I'd like that to be an agenda item for the 

next meeting so we can take public comment on it and do 

what Diana suggested.  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  There's nothing that's 

stopping us, though, in speaking to the legislature and 

Governor's Office, correct?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Absolutely not.  You're 

all -- I mean all of you -- 

(Simultaneously speaking, inaudible.) 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  The question was there 

is nothing stopping the Commissioners from talking to 

legislators and the Governor's Office.  

No, you're all appointees, so from that 

perspective, you can certainly reach back to the people 

who appointed you as well as citizens, and Commission 

members.  You can certainly have the discussion.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Thank you. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Commissioner, would you 

like to go next?  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Hi, everyone.  

I had an opportunity in February to go visit 

Hollister Hills, and a big thank you to Kathy last and 

Matthew Allen for an excellent tour and for letting my 

husband ride and tag along.  I was just incredibly 
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impressed by Hollister Hills.  I know a lot people say 

wonderful things about it and suggested that that be 

one of the first places I go tour, and I was definitely 

not disappointed.  I had an opportunity to see the 

single track trails and was impressed with the sort of 

loop and network and design, and Matthew Allen did a 

great job explaining how they were designed and the 

benefits of all of them.  

I got to see the new Hudner Ranch that is 

expected to be opened later this year, and the 

four-wheel drive vehicles which is definitely a big new 

aspect that's about to come online.  There are new 

campsite facilities that are being constructed, 

including some pretty nifty concrete bathrooms that 

look like they're made out of wood but will be much 

more sustainable and durable since they're made out of 

concrete.

I got to see the greenhouse operation that 

they're doing with a lot of their restoration projects 

that have been a lot more successful because they're 

being homegrown on site.  So I really enjoyed seeing 

that as well as learning a little bit about the air 

quality monitoring program that Hollister Hills is 

doing in collaboration with some of the local 

universities.  
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And one of the points that I was most impressed 

by was that oftentimes when they're doing the testing, 

the air monitors that are I guess -- inland ones, so 

the air coming into the SVRA tend to be dirtier than 

the monitoring that's going out of the SVRA, so the 

SVRA is actually working as a filter in that area.

And you'll be very excited to know I had my 

first opportunity on a side-by-side vehicle and had a 

great time.  I think it was also Kathy's first or 

second time on it so we got to share that experience 

together.  So thank you again to Kathy and Matthew for 

an excellent tour.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Commissioner Lueder.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Thank you.  

In late January, Commissioner Cabral and I met 

with Coastal Commission Chair Steve Kinsey in advance 

of their February meeting and provided Mr. Kinsey with 

information regarding Oceano Dunes SVRA and Pismo State 

Beach, including the economic report that was done by 

the OHV Division -- or in cooperation with OHV Division 

and provided him with an overview of Oceano Dunes and 

some of things that the Division is doing in accordance 

with all of the regulations and issues that are going 

on there.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

19

And then on February 9th, I believe it was, 

Commissioner Cabral and I met with Deputy Director 

Conlin at the Marin County Motorcycle Association 

facility in West Marin County and provided a tour of 

our facility and kind of went over some of the things 

that we've done there that might be able to be applied 

to some of the SVRAs in the future, specifically things 

to do with the riparian habitat and some of the 

challenges we've had with that.  

And then later on we tagged along on a Boating 

and Waterway Commission tour out at Bodega Bay, so it 

was great to meet some of the people involved with 

Boating and Waterways.  It was a great day overall.  

So that's all I have to report.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Commissioner Villegas.  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I'll pass.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Murphy.  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I just remained in contact 

with Santa Clara County Park staff in efforts to try to 

develop the Metcalf OHV area further.  I'm also in 

contact with them and Morgan Hill city staff to try to 

develop some options for an urban OHV park in the area, 

so we'll see how that goes.

I also toured Hollister Hills recently and 
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specifically went and looked at their new trials area 

that they built.  We had a tour of the park with staff 

and were able to ride around on the different obstacles 

and give some input on how best to even develop it even 

further, and that was enjoyable.  And it was nice to 

see them recognizing the trial segment of motorcycling.  

And I want to take a moment just to give Ted a 

pat on the back for his recent cover on the AMA 

magazine.  I was very pleased to see him featured on 

the front of that.  I think that's a good step for the 

Commission and for Ted and for OHV in general.

So that's my report.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

I think I'll go next.  So I guess I should speak 

to that a little bit.  I was interviewed by American 

Motorcyclist Magazine.  That's the magazine of the 

American Motorcyclist Association, and the interview 

was based around the public funds and how they've been 

used throughout the years and re-appropriated and stuff 

within OHV.  I was quite surprised to see that my face 

was on the cover when the magazine showed up, and I 

received quite a bit of ribbing from my buddies via 

text mainly.

First, I want to say I want to thank my fellow 

Commissioners for voting me in to be chairman.  This is 
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my first run at chairman here.  I have other 

commissions that I run.  We have a little bit of 

different format here, but this is something I'm used 

to do, and I'll do my best to be able to move these 

meetings along and still have the proper public input 

and get as much information out as possible and also so 

the Commission can make wise decisions.

I also would like to thank the staff of the OHV 

Division for the tour yesterday.  I really like to see 

the younger staff moving up in how they are performing.  

I think the added responsibilities that they've taken 

on recently, they're rising to the challenge, and I 

commend them for that.  That's really great.

Other stuff I have will be a lot of things I'll 

do within my reports because I believe that I can go in 

a little more detail there.

Our final commissioner report, I believe, 

Commissioner Slavik, you're up.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Thank you.  I'm on the 

committee for meetings I guess, and there's two 

meetings that we've talked about in the past in these 

commissions meetings themselves.  

Coming up, there's two opportunities we have to 

kind of expand I think the reach of the Commission.  

One of them is the Joint Commission meeting between all 
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of the commissions, the four commissions that are 

within State Parks, and that is Boating and Waterways, 

Historic Preservation, State Parks and OHMVR.  Most of 

you have experience and long history of this, we have 

not been able to talk to each other.  The opportunity 

hasn't arisen.  

So we've been kind of pushing forward with that.  

Unfortunately, Ernest Chung, who some of you met at the 

last commission meeting, had a serious bike accident -- 

bicycle accident.  I should be specific.  And he had to 

resign his post or at least step down as the chairman.  

So he and I have been talking about this, and I 

have been able to pick up where he left off at this 

point.  That meeting was supposed to take place 

sometime in June, and we have been talking -- we 

haven't got a firm date yet, but as far as the 

communication that has taken place between all of the 

various commissions, everybody is in support of that.  

So, you know, we still need to work on that, and that's 

on the table.

The second opportunity we have to kind of expand 

this Commission's reach is with the National 

Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council.  For the 25th 

anniversary of this program -- we call it the green 

sticker program -- the NOHVCC, National Off-Highway 
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Vehicle Conservation Council, was kind of in its 

infancy at that time.  And we were able to put a joint 

meeting together in Pasadena and actually have a field 

day in Hungry Valley that was quite successful.  And 

Donald Murphy who was then the director of California 

State Parks actually gave the keynote address to that 

audience at that time.  That was the first time I'd 

ever seen the gentleman, and, you know, subsequently we 

haven't seen much of any director in our meetings as 

well.  So what we're trying to do is change that.  

So this opportunity we have with NOHVCC is to 

look at a national scope of what OHV recreation is all 

about.  And let me just briefly give you an idea of 

what the program is going to be like.  My hope is that 

the leadership of the OHV people in California will 

find a way to attend this meeting and find out 

what's in it for them, as well as what's going on in 

the rest of the country, and we can all kind of work 

together to basically advance OHV recreation in the 

whole scheme of things.

So on Tuesday, the 27th of October -- and this 

is going to be in Folsom, by the way; we're all going 

to be meeting at the same hotel -- there is going to be 

a board meeting with NOHVCC.  And I don't expect 

anybody to be involved in that.  
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But Wednesday, the 28th, there will be a meeting 

of -- actually an offshoot group of NOHVCC.  It's the 

international -- they are OHV managers from around the 

country.  They call it INOHVA, but I can't remember the 

exact terminology.  These are managers of OHV 

recreation agencies that have responsibilities from 

around the country and actually internationally from 

Canada and I believe from Puerto Rico and places like 

that as well.  

They will be meeting in conjunction with the 

OHMVR meeting the same day, same hotel.  At that point 

I'm hoping that Dan Canfield can give a presentation to 

those folks about general plans.  You know, the scope 

of our program is so much more than most of the rest of 

the country.  Those folks have an opportunity to see 

how we do it here in California.  So this interaction 

between the rest of the nation and what California has 

almost been isolated with over the years I think is 

going to be really interesting and important.  So there 

will be a conjunctional meeting there, if you will.

The next day, on Thursday the 29th, will be a 

field trip at Prairie City.  And I know many of us have 

been to Prairie City on several occasions, but at this 

point there's going to be a lot of people that have 

never seen an urban park of that scale.  And as we 
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heard yesterday, somebody told me that there's 10,000 

homes slated to be built adjacent to Prairie City.  

That's going to be a huge issue that we're going to 

have to deal with.  So I'm sure that will be on the 

table.  So then that's kind of the end of the OHMVR 

part of this whole thing.

The next day, on Friday the 30th, is NOHVCC's 

general meeting, and I would hope many of our people 

could attend that meeting as well because then there's 

actually some business on a national scale that we 

would be talking about.  The final day is a wrap-up 

day.  That's kind of the scope of the thing.  I'm 

hoping there will be a nice dinner one night, probably 

Thursday night, and that we can all get together and 

just chat, talk about things.  So with that, I would 

like to move on.  

Some time ago I had an opportunity to meet some 

folks from Polaris who told me about a program that 

they had --  a project that they within their company 

called Rider X.  And I'm going to ask -- and I'm going 

to -- Jan Rintamaki.  And Jan was on the tour with us 

yesterday, and I think he's from Minnesota.  I think he 

saw a whole different part of the word, no trees but a 

lot of land.  

So I'm going to ask Jan to come up here and give 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

26

a short presentation about his program and maybe how we 

can somehow partner with him with what we're doing here 

in California.  Thank you, Jan. 

JAN RINTAMAKI:  Can you guys hear me if I speak 

in here?  

I wanted to start off by first thanking 

Commissioner Slavik, the Chair and the entire OHV State 

Parks Commission for giving me the opportunity to 

speak.  I'll keep it brief.  I also want to thank you 

for the nice chilly air conditioning.  It makes me feel 

right at home.  

Just briefly, my name is Jan Rintamaki.  I'm the 

customer experience director for Rider X.  I've been 

with Polaris -- 

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Excuse me.  

Just a point of clarification.  Was this on the 

agenda.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  It's not an agenda item, but it's 

part of Commissioner Slavik's report.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Can we get a heads-up 

that this was going to be taking place?  We couldn't 

even do Diana's report -- action under the reports 

section. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  I realize this is a -- it might 

have been an oversight on my part as far as not 
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announcing this beforehand that he's going to ask him.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Well, it was an 

oversight on Diana's part then not to, you know, send a 

letter to the Governor. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Correct, but that would be a 

situation where we would be -- 

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I just don't see the 

difference. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I respect what you're 

saying.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Can this be agendized 

for next time?  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, I mean the other one would 

be we're basically giving an opinion that could be a 

political opinion to the Governor of the State of 

California, and this here is an informational item 

that's actually mapping -- 

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  We're following the 

rules. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  I understand. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think if -- correct 

me if I'm wrong.  This is an informational briefing. 

JAN RINTAMAKI:  That's correct. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  One way that we 

might be able to do this would be to -- one way we 
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might be able to do this is to simply have Jan come 

back during the public comment period and just provide 

a quick public comment.

Would you be amenable to that?  

JAN RINTAMAKI:  That's fine.  Whatever -- at the 

discretion of the board.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  And then if you could 

simply do a quick briefing for us based on that, okay?  

Would that work?  

You can key up his whole dialogue there?  Okay.  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I don't have -- I'm sure 

that your presentation is fine.  

I just -- if we're going to be following the 

rules, I guess if we could have a point of 

clarification on Commissioners' reports and what that 

entails. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  I think in 

previous sessions what we've allowed the Commissioners 

to do during their report is if they had additional 

information, SMEs like we did I think up in Upper 

Lakes -- we had an SME from Sierra Pacific come up and 

talk a little bit about one specific issue.  I think we 

did a little bit of that at Oceano Dunes with some of 

the safety issues.  If we were going to allow that, we 

would allow that during the Commissioners' reports.  If 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

29

by protocol we don't want to do that anymore, that's 

fine -- 

(Simultaneously speaking, inaudible.) 

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Chris, I don't have a 

problem with that.  That's completely fine.  I just 

wanted some clarification.  I guess in the event that 

we should take some -- if there is any way to clarify 

or agendize for future -- if there are some items that 

perhaps come up that are not agendized, how can they be 

categorized in our agenda?  How can they be listed?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think the critical 

thing -- and the counselor is going to correct me if 

I'm wrong on this -- but if we have an item that we 

believe the Commission is going to take an action on, 

that's not purely informational, if it is something -- 

in the case of the letter, I think that was an action 

item that was proposed -- then it should be agendized 

because then we're letting the public know so the 

public can be prepared and make comment and all those 

sorts of things.  In the course of your procedures if 

something comes up and you want to take an action, 

there is a motion toward it, that's sort of a different 

thing.

In this case I believe it was a purely 

informational brief that was just incorporated as part 
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of a Commissioner's report, but I understand.  So I 

leave it to the Chair.  We can either proceed with 

this, or this can just be rolled over to the public 

comment session. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Commissioner Pérez would 

like to comment first, and then I'll comment.

COMMISSIONER PÉREZ:  I do agree with Teresa.  I 

think I want some clarification.  Because we also 

talked about how much time each of us get to report, 

and if we're also including other speakers and we're 

prolonging that presentation -- I think out of courtesy 

that we were all trying to keep within our brief 

comment -- that it just adds more time.  And I think we 

should be able to tell each other that it's okay that 

we're going to prolong our own presentation.  I think 

that needs to be clear.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah, I would like to see if we 

can work towards a solution for bringing in stuff like 

this because I'm not a real fan of it being in part of 

the Commissioners' reports also because it does kind of 

disrupt the meeting a bit.  

This time what we're looking at is the -- I have 

seen a presentation of this product before, and it's 

for a free service that would greatly benefit the OHV 

community and also the people that have been speaking 
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up about OHVers riding off trail and off areas because 

it's a real wonderful mapping software that's free, 

that's easily accessible and shows areas that are open 

and closed.  

And I would like to have him to have a little 

more time than the three minutes during the public 

comment, so how could we -- because I think this is 

something that people on each side of the OHV issue 

would really appreciate this presentation. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  As the Chair, if you 

want to give him more time during public comment, you 

can do that.  We try not to do that for -- we try not 

to make too many exceptions to that rule just out of 

fairness sake.  But if you want to provide a couple of 

more minutes for someone to talk and clarification, 

that's perfectly within your purview.

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  I'd just say, too, that I think 

one of the problems comes in terms of noticing.  And I 

think what happens sometimes, but not every time, is 

that, you know, somebody wants to make a presentation 

but they don't really get to us two weeks before the 

agenda.  And so then what happens is -- it's kind of 

becomes a fallback position for Commissioners to 

basically say, "Well, could I do it under my report?"  
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So I definitely think we could clarify that and 

basically say either, that that's a possibility.  I 

think one thing that would address or at least deal 

with the noticing part would be for people to get it to 

us two weeks ahead.  We'd never have any problem adding 

these kinds of presentations to the agenda.

Second, if Commissioners did have somebody who 

comes in late, you know, they could certainly talk to 

you, and basically you could put it out -- you know, 

you could decide is this something that really needs to 

happen this time or can it come up on a future agenda.  

So I think that's kind of what has led to some of these 

reports coming in on Commissioners' reports.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Question. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes.  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  In the event that does 

happen again, is there a section where we can include 

like a supplemental agenda three days prior to our 

meeting that would be able to handle and abide by the 

Brown Act?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  You can't really do that.  It's 

ten days' notice under Bagley-Keene, which is the state 

side of the Brown Act.  So the Brown Act is local.  

Bagley-Keene is state.  And it's basically Sunshine Law 

to bring, you know, the public in.  And that's the 
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difficulty we have is as people kind of think about the 

meeting, all of a sudden it's like, "Oh, yeah, this 

would be a great presentation.  I'm sure everybody 

would like to know something about this," but the ten 

days have already passed.  So I think that's what we're 

trying to address. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  So I guess what we're going to do 

then is we're going to have you come in during the 

public comment.  The public comment period -- I 

adjusted things, just for the rest of the crowd to 

know.  The agenda is slightly different from our normal 

procedure.  Public comment this time is going to be at 

1:30 right after the lunch break on the non-agendized 

items.  So that would be when you'll be up at that 

point there and during that process. 

JAN RINTAMAKI:  Perfect.  Thank you very much.  

And my apologies for -- 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  You are fine.  Don't 

worry about it.  You're good, okay?  Thanks for being 

patient. 

JAN RINTAMAKI:  Not a problem.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Chairman, comment please. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  So this has come up in the 

past, prior to you folks being up at the podium here.  
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We had an issue of lead batteries that was -- it came 

down from the EPA that was going to stop the sale of 

youth-sized vehicles all at once.  The thing just hit, 

and it was right before a Commission meeting, and we 

needed to do something as a Commission and we couldn't.  

We were -- our hands were tied because of this 

Bagley-Keene Act, so I hope we can find some way around 

this.

From my perspective, what the Polaris 

representative was bringing to us was purely 

informational.  It wasn't anything that we were going 

to vote on.  And to me, you know -- and we probably 

should have let all of the Commissioners know, 

obviously.  That was maybe my problem.  

But I would like to see that in the future be 

something that we could discuss between ourselves and 

let fly if it's needed.  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  So I'll just -- it seems like 

they're different every time.  I'm sure it's the same 

microphone.

One of the issues, just to kind of give the 

counterpoint to what you said Commissioner Slavik, and 

that is, you know, maybe other manufacturers would want 

to know.  As soon as you get into something that's not 

on the agenda and especially something that is 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

35

information that could be provided at another time, 

those are really things that probably -- you know, if 

you ask the attorney general, they'd probably say that 

just belongs on the agenda at the next meeting.  

For the emergency type of situations, there is 

actually an emergency, but it's very limited.  It's 

limited to when the Governor declares an emergency or a 

labor strike or something like that.  So that's been 

one of the biggest frustrations, I have to say, with 

all of the commissions that I've staffed in the last 20 

years or so, the biggest, you know, kind of issue is 

not being able to be as timely sometimes as we would 

like, and I totally understand that.  So hopefully we 

can find a way to deal with the emergency type of 

things.  

And then for the information things, you know, 

if people just think maybe we can send out a notice, 

you know, three weeks before the meeting saying, you 

know, the agenda -- we're doing the agenda, and if you 

have a speaker that you would like to bring in, you 

know, tell us so we can get them on the agenda.  

But we will talk about this and try to figure 

out how to facilitate it.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I think I'm confident the 

staff of the OHMVR will be able to make sure that this 
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situation will get things onto the agenda properly.

AGENDA ITEM IV(B) - COMMITTEE REPORTS

CHAIR CABRAL:  I'd like to move on to the next 

item, which would be the committee reports.  

So first committee would be the Education, 

Commissioners Pérez and Murphy.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Pass.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Pass. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Next would be the BLM, which 

would be one of the ones that myself and Commissioner 

Patrovsky.  Do you have anything?  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Pass. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I'd like to report that I 

met with BLM staff in Sacramento recently.  We 

discussed a couple of different issues.  The main focus 

was to have a meeting concerning the situation at Clear 

Creek, and the situation at Clear Creek is evolving.  

There is the potential for a law to be passed to 

reopen the Clear Creek Management Area, and so I 

discussed that possibility with the staff.  They 

informed me that they were looking at -- they have a 

process that they're working through to look at the 

areas outside of the ACEC, which is the contaminated -- 

the area that's been closed.  So with that, there's a 

process that will go into a public process in the near 
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future, which will allow the public to comment on the 

possibility of OHV use outside of the ACEC.  

We also discussed just -- the partnerships that 

the BLM has with the State, with State Parks and the 

OHV Division itself, and they were very -- they're very 

appreciative of the efforts that are -- that could 

happen with the State Parks and BLM.  The partnerships 

make it so they can really keep the OHV program running 

effectively.  If it wasn't for that, with the budget 

issues that they're facing from the federal government, 

it would be very difficult for them to have really any 

form of recreation -- are really challenged with the 

BLM and Forest Service for that matter.

But I would urge anybody that is a citizen to 

contact their representatives in Washington to let them 

know that they would appreciate it if the BLM was 

funded properly for our state, at least the ones in our 

region, so they can do such important things such as 

management control, habitat restoration, OHV trail 

maintenance, just things like that.  Staff members -- 

are way down on staff.  Law enforcement, they're way 

down on law enforcement.  Those types of things are a 

critical part of our public lands.  And to see our 

elected representatives in Washington, D.C. completely 

ignoring the problem, it just drives me freaking nuts.
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So as far as the other thing, the last item on a 

much softer note is the -- I've discussed with Jane 

Arteaga a youth program, a youth mentoring program that 

they have.  And I attended it last year in November and 

kind of conceptional with some other ideas to put 

together, and I would like to see if it comes together 

if we could get the backing of the State Parks to do 

something a little more robust than what has happened 

in the past.  That's my report on the BLM stuff.

Next one would be the Clear Creek Management 

Area.  I think I just covered that.  

Commissioner Pérez?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'll pass.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Red Sticker Program, California 

Air Resources Board, we have -- yesterday Shari Zang 

from the testing side of the California Air Resources 

Board, they have their facility in El Monte here in 

Southern California, she came out on the tour to kind 

of get an idea of what OHV use is like.  She's never 

really seen an OHV facility before.  

And I've had a conversation with her and a 

couple of other members of the Air Resources Board 

staff recently.  The biggest problem they're still 

facing is the fact that the motorcycles that they are 

using for testing are used motorcycles on some of the 
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bikes, and they are not in very good operating 

condition.  And they are actually having problems with 

their testing equipment because of these motorcycles. 

We're not getting any participation from the 

manufacturers.  I've tried a number of different 

angles.  There is a high level of distrust between the 

manufacturers and the Air Resources Board.  And where 

that has come from is probably from the enforcement 

side being maybe a little overzealous on some issues, 

and so the manufacturers have completely backed off on 

wanting to cooperate with them.  So it's a difficult 

situation, and I'm doing my best to try to resolve it.  

But the fact is that these baseline numbers that 

they're coming up with are skewed because they have 

used motorcycles that weren't properly maintained.

Also, another issue that has come up is that the 

testing procedure is not really -- it's not a proper 

procedure for these types of vehicles.  They aren't 

being operated in their intended operation RPM range.  

So what we're coming up with is also numbers where it's 

not a real-world test, and the vehicles are being run 

at a low RPM, which is going to make the testing -- the 

numbers as far as the exhaust emissions come out 

incorrectly.  Literally people don't idle a motorcycle 

for X amount period of time and slightly roll away and 
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barely give it the throttle.  It's not real world at 

all, and it's actually giving some false numbers.  And 

I think that's a situation that we need to look at 

closely.  How that can be managed I'm not sure, but 

we're working through the details on it.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  No, I'll pass.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Cost recovery, Commissioner 

Lueder and Commissioner Villegas.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I'll pass.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'll pass. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  ATV Safety.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  It's a work in progress, so 

I'll pass until next time.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  We have events, Commissioner 

Slavik, NOHVCC.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'd like to add a little 

bit to my previous comments.  We had a conference call 

about this joint meeting that Commissioner Cabral and 

Deputy Director and staff from his -- from headquarters 

and Prairie City, and so pretty much everybody is on 

board with this thing.  

I would like to request -- and I was just 

thinking about this a minute ago -- that we ask 

whatever -- whomever the director is at the time in 

October to give the keynote address to this group.  I 
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think would be an appropriate opportunity.  So what 

formal process, we need to make that to get that on 

their calendar, I'd like to ask that.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  We'll do that.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So next one would be the 

Statewide Motorized Trail, and I have no new 

information on that.  Commissioner Lueder.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'll pass on that. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Urban Parks.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I'll pass.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Pass. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  And the final one would be Law 

Enforcement.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  I want to make a 

comment regarding law enforcement that -- attending the 

King of the Hammers event the last couple of years, BLM 

has typically been the most poorly funded of the 

federal land management agencies and, as Ted previously 

stated, even devastated by recent budget cuts.  And 

without the State Parks' assistance, the Hammers event 

wouldn't be possible.  So I just want to make sure 

everybody is aware of that.

One other thing I wanted to bring up if I can 

remember.  I'll have to pass for now.  
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CHAIR CABRAL:  And then -- I'm sorry, I skipped 

one of the subcommittees here, and that would be the 

Fuel Tax Study, so that would be Commissioner Lueder's.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  So since the last meeting, 

both Commissioner Hafkenschiel and myself have received 

some information on a previous fuel tax study from Tom 

Bernardo at Division, so we appreciate that 

information.  I think we're probably still wading 

through it.  

And also I spoke with Tom recently the other 

day, and as I understand it, the process is continuing, 

and there's a contract signed recently with the 

California Energy Commission to provide the data for 

the study.  So once that occurs, my understanding is 

that Caltrans would be able to start their process.  So 

I think in the next few months we will look forward to 

seeing some progress.  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I have nothing to 

say. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  And Commissioner Pérez also had a 

comment on the law enforcement that I overlooked.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Thank you.  

Just a follow-up on Commissioner Patrovsky's 

earlier report, just a couple of things in terms of 

fines.  I'm still somewhat in disagreement that a $50 
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fine that has been increased to 150 is still a modest 

fine.  I don't think that's significant.  I have been 

out there.  I think I reported in previous occasions 

that I've been out to the PCT and taking some tours out 

to Sleepy Canyon, I think what I'm starting to figure 

out is that there's definitely some riding in some of 

those areas.  On the PCT, there's some minimal riding, 

but there's riding occurring, and there are areas on 

the PCT that are clearly, clearly marked no OHV.  The 

signs are there, but you can see the tracks.  So there 

is definitely some riding that's happening.  I'm not 

going to say that there isn't.  

And I think that what I have not seen that I 

would like to see is we're helping law enforcement with 

some grants.  I'd like to see the data of the tickets 

that they're issuing and how successful they've been in 

catching some of the folks that are riding illegally, 

because I haven't seen that data.  And if it's 

happening, I would like to know that it's happening.  

Because at this point it appears that folks that 

are crossing these areas that are clearly marked have 

complete disregard for those signs.  They're not paying 

attention.  And I know it's probably not thousands, but 

it is some.  

So I'm in disagreement with the fees.  I think 
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the fines need to be higher.  I think they need to be 

in the thousands of dollars.  It has to hurt the 

pocketbook before they pay attention to what they're 

doing out there.

I know that the kiosks are now -- Mark Hada has 

installed a few kiosks out at the Tehachapi area, and 

I'd like to just kind of wait and see how that works 

out.  Because I'm a little concerned that they're going 

to get those few that are not going to pay attention, 

and I think those are the few that need to be caught.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Yeah, I appreciate 

Commissioner Pérez's comments.  I just want to make a 

couple of clarifications regarding the fine schedules 

and how they work.

An officer in the field makes a violator 

contact.  If they decide to take enforcement action 

above a written or verbal warning, you have the option 

of writing the collateral forfeiture in cases where 

that's an option.  In more egregious cases, more 

aggravated, the officer also has the option on any 

federal citation of writing a mandatory court 

appearance and forcing an individual to appear in court 

and asking the judge for a higher fine.  There's 

also -- additionally a federal officer can make an 
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arrest on any violation orders and arrest the 

individual and enforce his appearance before the 

magistrate.  

So my point is I want these fines to be 

credible, to be a deterrent.  If they're set 

ridiculously low, then they can become a joke or they 

can become non-credible.  If they're set too high, that 

can limit an officer's flexibility in that there's 

still some instances, including using the off-trail 

travel as an example, where you have relatively modest 

violations, it still needs to be written.  But if the 

fine is set up too high, then the officer may be less 

willing to write a ticket because the minimum fine is 

not commensurate with the severity of the offense.

So I go for a happy medium that isn't perfect 

but gives the officer flexibility in setting penalties 

that are commensurate with the offense and also a 

credible deterrent.  

Hopefully I haven't confused everybody.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  And appreciate your 

experience as a law enforcement officer.  It's helpful 

many times.  

The other item that I have as far as reports is 

the Forest Service Report, which is a subcommittee that 

I'm on.  And the Forest Service, I recently was invited 
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to be part of a conference call with the planners on 

the new planning process.  And there was the three 

early adopters, the Sierra, the Inyo and the Sequoia.  

And those Forest Service supervisors were on the call 

along with the planning team.  We discussed the 

recreational aspect that we need to change, document.  

And I think the information I provided was well 

received, and I'm looking forward to seeing the revised 

documents and see what direction they go.

We also discussed the Pacific Crest Trail the -- 

mainly at an area in the Sequoia National Forest.  I 

spoke with Kevin Elliott, the Forest Supervisor from 

the Sequoia, and we had a nice discussion on just that 

subject.  

And I think that the -- some of the stuff that's 

been proposed in their planning process is not very 

realistic, and he agreed with me, that having 

designated crossings, OHV crossings, on a mileage basis 

was -- didn't fit the topography of national forests.  

It wouldn't be a reasonable solution.

So after discussing that with him, I've come to 

the conclusion with the situations on the BLM 

properties and the private properties that we need to 

add a new committee and have a Pacific Crest Trail 

Subcommittee.  It's an ad hoc committee that would be 
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something that would be just focused on the Pacific 

Crest Trail.  

I took the time to speak with the Pacific Crest 

Trail Association, the lady that's in charge of the 

program here in California.  Excuse me.  I'm starting 

to get a little frog in my throat there.  

And with that, I also have spoke with the BLM, 

Forest Service about the Pacific Crest Trail and 

private landowners that are in a disputed area, the 

Kern County Sheriff's Department.  And I think one 

thing that really needs to be improved throughout is 

just the communications between each one of these 

different agencies and with the public.  

And so with that, I would like to make that 

subcommittee, and I would like to be on that 

subcommittee along with Commissioner Patrovsky, as his 

law enforcement experience I think would be an 

important part.  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  I'm agreeable. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So with that, that would 

be I believe the end of our committee reports at this 

time.  

And according to my schedule that I discussed, 

I'm right on the minute for taking a five-minute break.  

How about that?  So let's take a quick restroom break 
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and stuff and come back in here.  Let's make it ten 

minutes.  It's 9:30 right now, so 9:40 we'll 

re-adjourn.  Thank you. 

(Returned at 9:47 from a break starting at 9:30 a.m.)  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I'd like to reconvene the 

meeting here.  A couple of things to start with.  As 

the -- I'd like to have the public filter back in a 

little bit here.  

First item is that anyone in the audience -- or 

actually if you have a phone, anyone in the room, if 

you have a phone, tablet, laptop, please put it on 

mute.  It's making it difficult for this meeting to be 

recorded when there are noises going on in the 

background.  

Also, if you want to have a side conversation, 

that's great, but it would be best if you stepped 

outside the double doors and have it in the lobby.

The other thing is I want to point out about the 

public comment.  We are coming up to an actionable item 

that will have public comment after it.  The public 

comment for actionable items -- or for items on the 

agenda is going to be the green card.  Non-agendized 

items, public comment is going to be, once again, after 

lunch at 1:30, and it's going to have the blue card.  

So the blue card -- Vicki has them up here in the 
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front -- that's for non-agenda items.  So I want to 

make that difference there so people are aware of it.  

THE CLERK:  They're in the back.  They can bring 

them forward. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  They're in the back.  Bring them 

to Vicki.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Does the Polaris 

representative need to fill out the blue card?  

THE CLERK:  He did. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Following procedure.

AGENDA ITEM V (A) - West Mojave, WEMO, Draft Plan 

Amendment and DEIS 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So let's go to Item V, 

which would be the business item, and we will be 

looking at the report on the West Mojave Draft Plan 

Amendment.  

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  Hello, Commissioners.  

Dan Canfield, OHMVR Division Planning Manager, 

presenting the business item for the West Mojave Route 

Network Project Draft California Desert Plan Amendment 

and Supplemental EIS.  For brevity I'll refer to the 

document as the Draft WEMO Plan Amendment.  

Back at the December of 2014 Commission meeting 

that was held at Pismo Beach, the Commission received a 
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report from the BLM of the impending Draft WEMO Plan 

Amendment.  So back in December, the Commission asked 

that this item be brought back to a future Commission 

meeting for further discussion.  Well, that meeting is 

today.

You have a report in your binders behind Tab 

No. 3.  I would like to point out that that report in 

your binders was published to go into the binders 

several weeks prior to this meeting.  So the report you 

have was actually published before the Draft WEMO Plan 

came out.  But I am happy to report that just recently, 

in the last two weeks, the Draft WEMO Plan Amendment 

has been published, and public meetings have been 

announced.  

For more information on the project, I would 

like to turn the presentation over to Carl Symons, the 

BLM Ridgecrest Field Office manager.  And after Carl's 

report, the Commission will have the opportunity to 

discuss the issue and receive public comment on the 

subject.  

Thank you, and I'll turn it over to Carl.  

BLM MR. SYMONS:  Thank you, Dan.  I want to 

thank the Commission and OHMVR staff for allowing me to 

come and give this presentation.  I look forward to 

input and comments as far as the Draft WEMO Plan 
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Amendment goes.  I'll try to give you a quick brief 

overview, and then from there if there are any 

questions, ask.

The West Mojave Route Network Project, this is a 

project that came from -- we did the 2006 WEMO plan, 

and it went to court, and the judge ordered us to go 

back and relook at our routes along with some grazing 

issues and bring a decision back to her in order for 

the Court to make a decision.  So that's one of the 

reasons that we are doing this.  

The West Mojave Plan Area is completely within 

the boundary of the Desert Renewable Energy 

Conservation Plan, kind of a higher level, so that the 

two plans will be coordinated together so they'll be in 

sync.  And then there will also be -- travel management 

plans will be attached to it, which are actually the 

route designation themselves.

This is kind of an overview map of the WEMO 

area.  I'll go ahead and go to the next one.  It's kind 

of hard to see on there, but this one has a lot more of 

the bases.  You can see the L.A. area down at the 

bottom, and this gives you -- this is the boundaries 

and all of the subregions, and Lancaster is right here.  

Jawbone, right in there where we were yesterday, just 

to give you an idea.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

52

So it is quite a large area.  It's 3.1 million 

acres in size as far as the federal land goes and 

spread out over 9.4 million acres -- 9.24 million 

acres, so it's quite a large area we are trying to go 

through.

Basically, the West Mojave Plan Amendment sets 

the sideboards for how we're going to designate the 

individual trails.  And an example of that would be 

stopping, parking and camping restrictions on roads as 

to how far you can pull off and camp from any 

designated route.  That would be a plan amendment, 

which would be an overarching sideboard to have it.  

Whereas actually which roads you can have a particular 

camping area would be in the action plan.

And some of the areas that were not included in 

there, when you talk about the 3.1 million acres, 

parks, military, private land, OHV open areas and 

wilderness are not included within that.  Those lands 

are excluded from the WEMO plan, so they weren't 

considered.  Obviously, we don't designate routes on 

private land, military and then open areas we don't 

designate them as well as wilderness, so they don't 

have any routes.

These are the guiding executive orders and 

manuals and regulations that are guiding this process.  
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And basically it all started with the Executive Order 

under Nixon for managing off-highway vehicles on 

government land all way down to the strategies -- 

national management strategy.  And the reason for that 

is that it provides BLM managers implementing 

on-the-ground solutions to motorized OHV recreation and 

access issues, protect public land resources, and make 

more effective use of the existing staff and funding, 

and pursue additional resources to accomplish the 

strategies.  So all of these things are trying to help 

the managers on the ground to give them guidance and 

try to give that consistency as we're going forward to 

resolve issues and move through the process.

This right here, it says that when you go -- as 

part of having those factors, we're required to look at 

soil, water, air, cultural resources, wildlife, 

sensitive data, these are all regard around 43 CFR.  So 

when we went through every route that we're 

designating, we had to look for these criteria.  When 

we're designating, we had to take them into 

consideration.  So you'll see them referred to as 

mitigation measures or also design criteria, but that's 

required in the regulations.  We look at that for every 

road.

Here are the alternatives and basic overview of 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

54

them:  The Enhanced Resource Protection Alternative, 

the No Action Alternative, the Preferred and the 

Community driven.  As you can see, the enhanced one is 

limited grazing within DWMAs and basically through 

access it will have a smaller amount of number of roads 

within the network.  The Preferred action is 

basically -- we also refer to it as an access 

alternative, providing the most access while providing 

protection of the resources.  And then the Community 

Driven one was largely done through public input, also 

the Desert Advisory Committee had played a large role 

in that and the subcommittee had provided input to 

them.  

So this is just an overview, basic principles.  

And this slide right here gets into the actual numbers 

in having it.  And one of the numbers that I would 

point out because it came up in the conversations on 

the field trip is here's the miles of narrow width or 

motorcycle trails, you see the No Action Alternative is 

25, and then we have anywhere from 121 to 229 miles in 

the different alternatives.  So there has been an 

increase in those, but that's something that needs to 

be evaluated as we go forward.

Right now, as you said, the draft is out, and 

there are interactive maps that are on the BLM website.  
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You can go to the BLM website, go to the California 

Desert District and go into the WEMO site, and you can 

get in.  And these interactive maps will allow you to 

turn layers on and off so you can see the different 

alternatives and the layers in there.  It's a PDF.  You 

can't alter them, but you can turn layers on and off as 

you go through that.  

As we said, it came out on March 6th, so it will 

be out for a 90-day public comment period, so the 

comments have to be back by June 4th, 2015.  This is 

pretty much of a hard date because at the end we do 

have to have a ROD back to the Court by the end of 

September 2015, so that's a date that was set in the 

court record.  We have that.

We are having -- we've got four public meetings 

planned for WEMO right now.  The first one will be 

Tuesday in Ridgecrest, March 31st at the Kerr McGee 

Center.  So basically we have two up in the Ridgecrest 

area or field office vicinity and two in the Barstow 

Field Office vicinity.  And that's because WEMO 

predominantly is Barstow and the Ridgecrest Field 

Offices, a tiny little bit in Palm Springs and in 

Needles, but we're managing that for those two offices 

under the WEMO plan between the Barstow field manager 

and myself.
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And just for more information, there's the 

website that you can get to, and it's in your packet.  

If you have any questions, your point of contact is Edy 

Seehafer out of the Barstow Field Office is actually 

the project manager.  Craig Beck out of my office and 

Ridgecrest is the assistant project manager.  If you 

have any questions or are looking for information, you 

can contact them.  And, of course, you can always 

contact either one of the field managers, and we can 

get anything from staff that you need.  

And also we're going to be having CDs available.  

If you wanted to get a CD with the maps on it and 

everything, you can get that.  You can either send your 

comments to the website there or you can contact either 

one of the project managers.  

And that's it.  Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENT on AGENDA ITEM V(A) - West Mojave, WEMO, 

Draft Plan Amendment and DEIS   

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I think what I'd like to 

do is go into the public comment on this and then have 

the Commissioners, if you would like to ask any 

questions of the BLM staff or Dan Canfield, we can 

bring then back up after the public comment and discuss 

the items and decide if we would like to take any 

action on it.  
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So this would be public comment on agenda items.  

And I have the cards right here.  If you still would 

like to comment on this and you have not filled out a 

green card, you need to fill this out.  It's in the 

back and then bring it up to Vicki.

The first person would be Dave Pickett followed 

by John Stewart.  Pass.  

John.  

JOHN STEWART:  Good morning, Commissioners.  

John Stewart with the California Association of 

Four-Wheel Drive.  

I want to thank Carl Symons for the explanation 

about what is going on and the information being 

provided.  But what he did provide does raise a couple 

of questions to me right off the bat that is going to 

require additional research.  

Number one is when this was billed as a court 

action, it talked about travel management issues, and 

now all of a sudden grazing strategies are beings 

tossed in.  I think this is -- this raises some 

questions about what is the focus of this.  Is this a 

travel management planning?  Is this a grazing action?  

And how do the different actions intertwine?  And this 

is something that, like I said, is going to require a 

little bit more digging and explanation.  
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But overall the recreation concepts throughout 

the California desert region are very troubling, and 

the potential with the travel management coming on top 

of the DRECP, the renewable energy planning, of which 

recreation stands to lose significant, regardless of 

how this particular action comes about.  So thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Next would be Mesonika -- I can't 

quite make out your last name, followed by Tim Redmond.  

Okay.  Tim?  Okay.  Nick Haris followed by Ed Waldheim.  

NICK HARIS:  Good morning, Commissioners.  Nick 

Haris, American Motorcyclist Association.  

Obviously, we know this draft plan has just been 

released, so I haven't had any real time to read it.  

But based on what we saw yesterday, based on DRECP and 

just the many different issues we see with private 

landholding with the state and now we have even more 

influence over this, I would just encourage the 

Commission as this process rolls out in the next 90 

days to frankly get Dan involved in it because I think 

he's done a great job up to now, but to very much weigh 

in on this and let the BLM know of your concerns.

So thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Ed Waldheim followed by Randy 

Jordan. 

ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim, Friends of Jawbone, 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

59

Friends of El Mirage and California Trail Users 

Coalition.  

This has been a long road to work on the WEMO.  

We were part of the subcommittee of the WEMO to work 

with the Bureau of Land Management, both the Ridgecrest 

and the Barstow Field Office had a committee.  The 

committee made reports to the DAC, the Desert Advisory 

Council, on the selection of the routes that we would 

like to have.

What came out now is almost 10,000 miles of 

trail.  We currently have managed and are managing -- 

Friends of Jawbone in partnership with the BLM or BLM 

in partnership with Friends of Jawbone.  Yesterday you 

got to see the work that we do to implement the 

designated route system.  

And I keep wanting to point out the vastness of 

the Bureau of Land Management is mind boggling.  When 

you go out there -- and I talked to Erin yesterday 

about it.  I can go for hours and never go over the 

same trail, never find a soul out there, and that is 

the beauty of East Kern and this whole area that the 

West Mojave covers.  

The State now is coming into the picture.  At 

this point out of the 25,000 acres that they have 

purchased, only 16.2 miles, 16.2 miles, are on the 
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designated route.  That is it as it currently is 

designed.  

So the Commission if it wants to participate and 

the State wants to participate, we need to sit together 

and perhaps you would like to set up a subcommittee to 

decide which routes would we really like.  Because one 

who is managing the public lands on behalf of the BLM 

and who does all the signing and all of the fences and 

all of the fixing of the guts, it has to be 

sustainable.  

Whatever we add -- Mr. Chairman, you said it 

could be on a phase process.  We take one trail.  We 

take it a single track trail, and we see how we can 

work it out.  I will agree to a phase project as far as 

getting some good trails in.  More than that, we don't 

have the staff.  We don't have the manpower.  

The only thing I'm asking the State of 

California right now is to get me law enforcement 

people.  I talked to two of the law enforcement from 

the State Parks, supposedly you got two people being 

interviewed to come online.  We desperately need onsite 

law enforcement people to be able to help us protect 

our access to public lands.  

And it is so important because the DRECP, 

22.5 million acres, we have designated routes in the 
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conservation areas.  And unless we as the public stay 

on those designated routes, we're going to be in big 

trouble.  So the big picture is we need to get law 

enforcement and to help us make sure we stay on these 

designated routes.  

Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Randy Jordan followed by Tom 

Tammone.  Tom Tammone followed by Will Liebscher. 

TOM TAMMONE:  Thank you.  It's Tom Tammone.  

As far as sustainability, the biggest thing is 

having enough area to ride on.  If we're just condensed 

to a few miles, it's going to get overran and worn down 

real fast.  The constant degradation area to ride is 

probably the biggest threat we have to sustainability.  

Dirt wears out.  We're going to have to move trails.  

We're going to have to reroute trails.  That's just a 

simple fact of it.  

As far as law enforcement, especially moving 

down to San Diego, I hate to say it, but relations 

between off-roaders and law enforcement in general has 

severely deteriorated.  Hasn't gotten to the point of 

what you see out at Ferguson obviously, but we're 

heading down that road.  So we can't just say let's 

give money to law enforcement and increase the bail 

schedule.  We need to develop working relations and 
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work side by side with law enforcement and make it more 

of a community policing action.  Because just raising 

the fines and getting law-enforced people more 

frustrated with ineffectiveness has been a downward 

spiral they've been in for quite some time now.  

So we need to work with them.  They need to work 

with us.  And we need to reach out to these people, 

too, at the same time, let them know "You're ruining it 

for us."  So it's a pretty simple thing, but we were 

doing it when I was in San Bernardino, and we need to 

kind of spread that around a little bit.  

Thank you.  

WILLIAM LIEBSCHER:  Good morning, Commissioners.  

My name is William Liebscher.  I'm a member of the 

public.

Director Pérez, last meeting at Pismo Beach we 

spent almost an inordinate amount of time discussing 

training and education for the public.  And through 

your grant system and through -- thank you, 

Mr. Waldheim -- you sponsored six others and myself to 

become instructors in the ATV program and the 

side-by-side program.  So we will have a training 

facility and system set up both at Friends of Jawbone, 

Jawbone Station -- 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Sorry, Will.  That would be 
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something that would be more appropriate for the 

non-agenda items on the public comment.  

Do you have something that's specific to the 

WEMO and about the BLM trails. 

WILLIAM LIEBSCHER:  Negative.  I put that 

under -- I put my comments under training and 

education. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Oh, okay.  I see. 

WILLIAM LIEBSCHER:  Which is an agenda item. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Yeah, right.  But what we have is 

it's on the wrong sheet. 

WILLIAM LIEBSCHER:  Sorry.

CHAIR CABRAL:  That's okay.  

WILLIAM LIEBSCHER:  So I just wanted to thank 

the Commission for sponsoring us and allowing us to 

have this training system.  I've been a proponent of 

that for the last five years in the Rand Mountain 

Management Area, and finally we have a training 

opportunity now at both at El Mirage and at Jawbone 

Station.  

And thank you very much on behalf of myself and 

the other six members that we've educated.  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Does anyone else want to fill out 

a card and make public comment on this?

Okay.  At this point I think we will have some 
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discussions amongst the Commissioners. 

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Well, can I start off?  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Certainly.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Regarding WEMO, it's a 

very -- it's been a long complex issue.  I've been 

following it for more than 15 years.  Carl and the 

other managers have inherited quite a problem, and 

there are no easy solutions.  

I just want to say that -- I want to echo what 

Ed Waldheim said, that much of the planning effort, 

many of the problems involve the limited-use areas, 

which are assigned routes only that are designed to 

allow public use, motorized vehicle use, at the same 

time to limit, minimize the impact on resources and 

offer opportunities for rehabilitation and to protect 

the environment.  

And for the WEMO plan to work, these limited-use 

areas, these signed routes have to work.  And yesterday 

on our tour we saw excellent examples of where they do 

work.  Unfortunately, this is not the case through much 

of the WEMO planning area, where we have in many areas 

limited-use areas that have become de facto open areas 

defeating the planning process and leading to an 

intolerable situation.  

The solutions to this are not going to be easy.  
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Part of it is planning.  A lot of it is law 

enforcement.  We need to get more law enforcement and 

other staff in the field to contact riders, to 

encourage riding in the right areas, to enforce the 

regulations.  And without this, if the assigned route 

designations don't work, then we're going to have other 

problems down the line, and it's imperative that this 

system does work.  

Thank you.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I have a question for Carl.  

Carl, where is the funding coming for these 

management plans?  Who is paying for it?  

BLM MR. SYMONS:  For the planning efforts, it's 

coming out of MLR dollars, which is our appropriated 

dollars that comes down.  

We do use OHV dollars for things like -- for the 

implementation of the plans, which would be for law 

enforcement, for signing, for restoration of projects 

like that.  But the actual planning process itself is 

down through MLR dollars.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Thank you.  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I have a question 

perhaps for Dan.  

Can you explain how this planning process will 

interact with the general plan that's coming down the 
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line for the new acquisition?  What the implications of 

this plan could have on the general plan. 

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  Sure.  Dan Canfield, 

OHMVR Planning Manager.  

So as Carl mentioned, the approach in the WEMO 

document is that military installations, State Parks 

lands and private properties, they don't aim at 

designating routes across those properties.  

So once -- our general planning effort for the 

new property there in the Eastern Kern County will 

dovetail off of the WEMO decision.  So it will be a 

driver behind our general planning efforts, in addition 

to public input, resource constraints, recreation -- 

desirable recreational outcomes.  

So it will be -- I wouldn't want to call it a 

tier document because that's a technical term.  It 

would be a supportive document to the WEMO plan.  And 

so if you look at the WEMO maps that are in the 

document, the Eastern Kern County property is still 

identified as private property, just because the 

overlap of the land that's just now recently been 

acquired.  The WEMO documents have been under 

construction for some time, so that will be part of -- 

the Division's input to the WEMO document is 

identifying those parcels that are now owned by the 
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State of California.  

It wouldn't substantively change their planning 

direction because they did take that approach by 

excluding private lands, State Park lands, military 

installations from their proposed route designations.  

So I think that will be the relationship.  

And then when the State Parks was going through 

a general plan effort for an area that has BLM land in 

it -- and this is what we're experiencing at Ocotillo 

Wells that also has BLM lands checkerboarded amongst 

State Park's lands -- is it will be a coordinated 

effort.  State Parks and our checkerboard land in 

Eastern Kern County, any planning we put forward would 

need to be lockstep with the BLM as managers of the 

surrounding properties to be successful.  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Thank you.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I have one question.  

Dan, being the WEMO is so far along and that we 

have yet to designate any trails or made any planning 

for the area we just acquired, is there any way that 

this, moving forward, can somehow limit what we're able 

to do?  Is that going to be a problem?  Is there any 

need to try to get something established sooner than 

later on planning for trails in the area?  

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  Just a point of 
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clarification, California State Parks did a significant 

planning effort as part of this acquisition, which was 

the Environmental Impact Report.  And in that 

Environmental Impact Report, it considered the impacts 

associated with recreation on the existing WEMO route 

system.  

So much like what you would see in the Friends 

of Jawbone map, if you look at that map, the Friends of 

Jawbone map will show a designated WEMO route within 

the Jawbone/Dove Springs area.  When it hits a private 

parcel -- or now a State Parks parcel, the route 

continues on.  We experienced that yesterday.  So our 

existing planning efforts have already covered what the 

current WEMO decision is, which is what is on the 

Friends of Jawbone map.

The WEMO decision that's going to be coming out 

towards the end of this federal fiscal year might look 

different than that.  We don't know.  It might be the 

same.  It might be more routes.  It might be less 

routes.  But until they get to that point, we can't 

then begin to do an analysis on the consideration of 

how that's going to affect our planning efforts, but it 

will.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Mr. Chair?  Thank you.  

I have a question just on outreach.  Since the 
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meetings will be taking place by the end of the month, 

are you coordinating with the State or are you guys 

sharing lists possibly to invite the community because 

there may or may not be some impacts?  

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  So Division staff will 

make an effort to attend the four advertised meetings.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Or have any of our 

groups outreached to them?  

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  Absolutely.  As always, 

the OHMVR Commission is the main conduit between the 

program and the public.  Everyone attending this 

meeting today who represents several different groups, 

we would hope that they would then start spreading the 

word.  

I think the more public input the planning 

effort gets, the stronger it's going to be.  I 

certainly welcome any additional direction or 

suggestions on how we would coordinate.  But that would 

be -- the plan would be we're talking about it here at 

this meeting.  The Commission may well be making an 

action here soon about participating.  That's up to the 

Commission.  But at the Division level, we will 

partnership with the BLM, attend meetings and most 

likely be back at future Commission meetings giving 

updates.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

70

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Anyone else?  

Commissioner Slavik.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  So speaking as a 

recreationist who's been around these parts since the 

early '60s, it's incredibly frustrating for me to see 

these plans evolve for years and then now here we're 

stuck with some 90-day comment period, right?  Nobody 

physically could really ingest all of this information 

and really quantify it and be able to comment on it 

realistically.

As a sidenote, I'm hoping that you put all -- 

Chris, all of your resources into this thing because 

this is probably the biggest thing that's going to 

happen as far as OHV recreation in California probably 

forever.

And as another sidenote to what Commissioner 

Patrovsky was saying about staying on these routes in 

limited-use areas, Craig, I believe you were involved 

in that Ord Mountains Pilot Project, is that correct, 

with Mike Ehrens?  I can't see him nodding or not 

nodding.  

No, you weren't there. 

BLM MR. SYMONS:  I was in Ridgecrest, but I 

wasn't involved in it.
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COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  There's two open areas, 

Stoddard Valley and Johnson open area, we are all 

pretty familiar with, but what a lot of people don't 

understand, probably Northern California people, 

between those two areas is the limited-use area.  And 

the limited-use area, the OHV routes that are in that 

area, are essentially service roads, straight-line 

service roads.  

There was a project that the BLM considered 

probably in the mid '90s about creating routes in 

there.  What I'm getting at is people aren't going to 

stay on service routes.  BLM to my knowledge has never 

really gone out and developed a reasonable, realistic 

trail system for recreationists.  They've adopted 

either user-created routes or old utility routes.  And 

that's the problem here.  That's really the problem.  

Because people are going to continue to ride off routes 

as long as there's nothing there that is attractive to 

them.  So I hope we can address this situation somehow.  

Back to the Onyx acquisition, if this WEMO 

process goes through and we're stuck with a few routes 

there that we can't really end up with what we'd like 

to see and just adopt what's left over and just making 

some connections between these sections, I don't see 

that's going to be very successful.  And I don't think 
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that's going to be the dream that we had with this 

project.  Maybe I'm wrong, but I feel pretty 

frustrated.

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  Well, I agree with 

Commissioner Slavik.  The WEMO plan is a very important 

subject.  A great deal of what we call OHV recreation 

here in California occurs in the WEMO plan area.  It's 

an immense area, over 9 million acres total land, 

roughly about 3 million acres of BLM land.  But this 

immense area also provides immense recreational 

opportunity for the California families.  

I certainly agree it's an important subject.  

And I know again from the Division standpoint, we will 

be participating in this planning effort to further the 

desires of this program as identified through state 

law, which is to maximize outdoor recreation while 

caring for resources.  So that would be kind of the 

crux of our position would be we support the BLM on 

their planning efforts and would encourage them to the 

extent possible within resource constraints to maximize 

recreation opportunities, and that's exactly how we 

plan for SVRA plan lands.  

And so it's unique in that we have this mix of 

private lands and public lands, some of which is owned 

by the United States government, some owned by the 
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State of California, and we shouldn't believe that in 

any way it's going to be a simple effort.  I think the 

years that have gone into this plan are a testament to 

that.  But most importantly is participation from the 

Commission, which I believe you'll be discussing 

momentarily and again the Division's commitment to 

continue partnering with the BLM and meeting the mutual 

goals of our organizations. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I would just add, you 

know, make no mistake about it, we have been connected 

on this process all throughout.  So the 90-day comment 

period, while I understand that, you know, certainly 

everybody is looking at that going, oh, my God, and all 

of a sudden they've told us to comment in 90 days.  We 

have been waiting with bated anticipation for this 

opportunity to comment.  So, in fact, fortunately -- 

we're very fortunate that the comment period opened 

when it did because it was about a week or two ago -- 

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  Last week. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  That was last week, 

which gives you maximum opportunity to input into this 

really as a Commission.  We were afraid what was going 

to happen was we would have this meeting and we 

wouldn't see the comment period for, you know, a couple 

of weeks or something, or even worse that the comment 
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period would have opened a month ago, and then we would 

have had this meeting.  So it is actually an opportune 

time.  

We have been working.  We've also been working 

with other notable characters out there, like our 

friend Randy Banis who loves getting into the details 

on these maps.  You're all familiar with Connie Latham 

who's been working DRECP, who is also heavily tracking 

the WEMO process.  Dan is on it.  Sixto and his guys 

are on it.  We're all looking at this very intently.  

As we've also been reminded, on the parcels that 

we own within the new Onyx Ranch Eastern Kern area, 

there are only about 13 miles worth of trails 

currently, currently.  But that is a large -- that's 

26,000 acres, 26,000 acres we have the potential for 

putting additional trails on.  I mean think about that.  

Think about what we did on the Renz property and the 

Hudner property.  How many more tons of acreage do we 

have out there?  

I understand that we are concerned that this 

thing may be set.  On the current, you know, BLM 

properties we may have not as many trails as we would 

have liked.  But at the same time, we still have 

flexibility to do what we want to do on the state 

property.  And as Ed Waldheim said, they have to be 
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sustainable.  So it would be a phased process.  But we 

have an open palette, an open palette to do this the 

right way, to do it smartly and to try and create the 

kind of sustainable trails consistent with 

environmental protection that we want to do out there 

in this new SVRA.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Just an additional 

comment, please.

So it still seems like our hands are tied 

because of the checkerboard pattern.  And if the WEMO 

process ends up not in our favor, we're going to be 

stuck with little squares that we go around in circles.  

And what we're talking about is long-distance routes 

that we would like to have.

Have we ever explored the possibility of 

absorbing not -- not absorbing, getting the BLM somehow 

to do a land swap with these sections where -- if we 

consolidated ownership we wouldn't have to deal with 

the Feds. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We're always in 

discussions, but literally until two months ago, it was 

purely conceptual.  We didn't own the land, so there 

would have been no rational for anybody to want to 

swap.  So at this point now we do own the land, and 

we'll have those discussions between us.  It's just 
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like we're doing right now at Ocotillo Wells.  We're 

having some good discussions on ideas like that, about 

those parcels.

But in a perfect world, five years ago this deal 

would have been through, and we would be just about 

ready to sign off on a general plan.  But I learned a 

long time ago, life ain't perfect.  So we're into 

"inaudible" right now.  We're trying to do what we can.  

We'll do the best we can possibly.  All the more reason 

for us to do this meeting first to make an agenda item 

and for us looking to you potentially to write a 

letter.  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  I just want to make a 

quick comment regarding what Commissioner Slavik said 

about service roads and routes that riders aren't going 

to want to use, and his point is dead on.  If you 

design routes that riders aren't going to want to ride, 

then they're not going to stay on them.

Some of the areas that I visited in the WEMO 

planning area, the BLM has attempted to -- or has 

designed routes that appear to be rider friendly.  And 

in the limited-use areas, the networks, and I hope that 

the -- that these networks work and, you know, that the 

thing will become successful.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I like -- the keyword that 
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I heard from our Deputy Director was opportunity.  I 

think that it's been proven over a period of time with 

the Friends of Jawbone and what they've done that a 

quality partnership can make a difference on the 

landscape, and it can make a difference on the user 

experience. 

And I think the key items that face all of these 

agencies is communication and coordination and being 

able to work together.  Because that's really the 

future model of any form of recreation, not only OHV 

recreation but all of the planning stuff I've been 

involved with on the federal level says, you know, 

partnerships with local groups in every form of 

recreation is going to be a key to the management 

policies going forward.  That's going to be a 

foundation of it.

So with the OHV's program that we've had 

established for many years and has proven to be 

successful, I think the general plans that you've been 

able to help produce, Dan, has shown that we've been 

very good stewards of lands.  Our SVRAs have come a 

long way from the beginnings, and they're really 

favorable for the environment and for the recreational 

users.  

So I think if we did something as a Commission, 
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what would be important is to highlight the need for 

having the cooperation and the clear lines of 

communication and maybe establishing -- because this is 

such an important thing, I think maybe there should be 

a full-time employee that's just dedicated to working 

with the BLM and maybe even on the other side of that a 

full-time person that just deals with the Forest 

Service, so we have one focus person as -- you know, 

they're just always involved in that.  That's their 

area of expertise.  So that's a suggestion.  

I'm not sure where we are at with this as far as 

the Commission here, but...

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I think what we're talking 

about here is whether or not to draft a letter.  

So can I put a proposal on the table to draft a 

letter to the BLM from the Commission on this WEMO?  I 

make a motion.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'd like to second the 

motion and then have a couple of comments. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Why don't we hear your comments, 

and then we can go ahead with the question.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  So in addition to 

Commissioner Murphy's motion, I'd like to specify that 

Commission Chair and Commissioner Patrovsky work 

together with Division staff to draft that letter on 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

79

behalf of the Commission. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Would you like to amend 

your original?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I'll amend the original 

motion to make a new motion that we draft a letter to 

the BLM in regard to the WEMO planning process with 

Commissioner Cabral and Commissioner Patrovsky putting 

it together.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'd like to add an 

additional comment that in your motion could we include 

language to explore the purchase or the transfer of 

ownership of BLM lands to State Parks lands within that 

planning area?  

Or are we reaching too far.  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  That might be a separate 

issue.  That might need to be a separate issue. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  I think we should focus on the 

WEMO plan, keep it very specific.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Okay.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I will second the motion 

as amended. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  All right.  We would like to take 

and have a roll call vote, please. 

THE CLERK:  Hafkenschiel?  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Approve. 
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THE CLERK:  Aye.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Aye.  

THE CLERK:  Lueder.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Aye.  

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Lueder, aye. 

Commissioner Murphy?  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  Approve.  

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Murphy, aye. 

Commissioner Patrovsky?  

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  Aye.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Patrovsky, aye. 

Commissioner Slavik?  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Aye.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Slavik, aye. 

Commissioner Villegas?  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Aye.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Villegas, aye. 

Commissioner Pérez?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Aye.

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Pérez, aye. 

Commissioner Cabral?  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Aye.  

THE CLERK:  Commissioner Cabral, aye. 

Motion passes, ayes eight.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Thank you, everybody.
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So we moved through that rather quickly.  We 

have -- time is 10:25, so my initial plan was to take a 

break around 10:30. 

THE REPORTER:  We can continue.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  She's good.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  You're good?  Okay.  

AGENDA ITEM VI - PROGRAM REPORTS

CHAIR CABRAL:  Why don't we go ahead and move 

into the Program Reports and keep moving along then, 

and then why don't we go about 15 or so minutes in the 

program, maybe 20 minutes, and take a break. 

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(1) - PROGRAM REPORTS - Parks 

Transformation Team 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Chair, I think we're 

going to try -- are we going to do Mr. Szalay?  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes.  We were going to move him 

up.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Right.

CHAIR CABRAL:  He's in the Program Reports, so 

we're going to do the Parks Transformation Team, which 

is under (D)(1) and move that to being the first 

presentation.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Thank you.  

MR. SZALAY:  Good morning, Mr. Chair and members 

of the Commission.  My name is Steve Szalay, and I'm 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

82

leader of the Transformation Team in the State 

Department of Parks and Recreation.  

And if you haven't heard about the 

transformation process, this is your opportunity to 

begin hearing about it.  But if I have anything to say 

about it, over the next two years, you're going to hear 

a lot more about it and be personally involved in the 

process.

The transformation process really started in the 

fall of this year, late summer, fall of this year, when 

the Governor's Office and Natural Resources determined 

that the Parks Forward effort -- the Parks Forward 

Commission effort was going fine.  It was about 

two-thirds through their investigation and reporting 

responsibilities.  

And it became very obvious that although the 

California State Parks and Recreation Department 

services, certainly their facilities, certainly their 

lands and their services were very good, the 

operations, the policies, the procedures, the 

guidelines, the way the department actually conducted 

its business was flawed, was dramatically flawed and 

broken and stuck in many ways.  And that was coming out 

very clearly in a variety of components of the Parks 

Forward effort. 
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They reached out to me.  I'm a happily retired 

local government person.  I was county administrator, 

county executive in four counties.  I ran the State 

Association of Counties.  And in retirement -- I failed 

retirement a few times.  I'm a docent of the State 

Railroad Museum, so I have that connection with State 

Parks, 39,000 of us statewide.  But more importantly 

along the way I've had a lot of experience in 

organizational development and in looking at these 

kinds of giant transformation efforts in large, 

decentralized, very complicated organizations.

So they reached out to me and asked me if I 

would like to be -- like to lead this effort over the 

next two years, and I couldn't resist that.

So I can tell you now, the transformation of 

State Parks is well underway.  It is historical.  It's 

unprecedented in a lot of ways, broad and far reaching.  

And so far, the 15-member team has been formed, and the 

team consists of two outsiders myself and a man named 

Steve McCormick, who is an expert in private nonprofits 

in foundation activities all related to preservation of 

land and park and recreation services.  And he's been a 

great addition to the team.

In addition to that, there are 13 members of the 

team that are either current Parks employees or retired 
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Parks employees, up-and-comers, retirees, retired 

annuitants as a couple of examples.  But they do 

represent the interests of California State Parks.  The 

OHV representative on there is Jared Zucker who I think 

you know, and he is an outstanding member in certainly 

not only looking at State Parks as a whole but 

representing your interests quite well on the team.

The team is just -- it is small, and it needs to 

be small in any kind of an operation like this.  But 

the committee work is what's important.  So there's a 

15-member team.  There's been eight committees formed.  

The committees come up with the transformation plan.  

It is on the website.  

We have a website that's very easy to get to.  

You go to the State Parks' website, and right at the 

top on the band is Transformation Team.  Click on that, 

and you're into our side.  Our site also has a way that 

the general public, anyone, can tell us things, can 

give suggestions, comments.  And we're already doing 

that.  I checked it last night.  We have over 200 

already in the first month, and it's just starting to 

be known.

The team fully embraces the recommendations of 

the Parks Forward Commission.  That commission has 

finished their work.  Their report came out, and they 
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adopted it on February 6th.  Our team was established 

in December, and then our reports are moving along.

There's been 31 initiatives that we've 

identified.  They are far reaching, positive change 

initiatives, and I'll go into a few of those.  

The committee memberships are important because 

you may well find yourself on one of these committees.  

The idea is to have a broad base of outside 

partnerships, stakeholders, employees and managers of 

Parks working together in these committees on those 31 

initiatives.

I should also mention when the Governor released 

his budget for next year, the transformational process 

was outlined very clearly in his budget summary, and 

I'm really proud of that.  In the Natural Resources 

area, there are two areas highlighted.  One was 

transformation of California State Parks and the other 

was water issues.  So it is definitely on the 

Governor's radar as something that the administration 

wants to see done, positive change over the next two 

years.

So some initiative examples, first is called 

service-based budgeting.  And for the budget nerds, 

you'll be really excited about that, for others maybe 

not.  But as a matter of fact in the Parks department, 
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we're not very good at telling our story, of being able 

to describe the services that we provide, how they're 

provided, what are the components of the services, what 

are the tasks, the costs associated with them and then 

be able to prioritize.  We don't do a lot of that.  

We're kind of stuck in -- on a positive way 

mission creep, taking on new and exciting things, 

taking on new properties -- you've talked about that 

today -- taking on new services, new facilities within 

the properties and all without appropriate financing 

ahead of time, without any kind of an idea how we're 

going to finance it.  

So as a result everything becomes underfinanced 

and the culture of the organization becomes:  "Woe is 

us.  If we only had 20 million more dollars we would be 

a topflight organization."  Excuse me, we would not be 

a topflight organization.  We need to make some very 

positive changes over the next two years to get to be a 

topflight organization.

Another example, partnerships, all of the 

leaders and managers and employees in my estimation of 

the Parks and Recreation Department should wake up 

every morning and be thinking about the services 

provided and how can we do more with partners.  How can 

we make it a lot easier to partner with the State of 
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California?  So that partnership initiative will delve 

into all of the policies, procedures, guidelines, 

statutes that get in the way of us developing strong 

partnerships.

Relevance and outreach to underserved 

populations, very important for any organization now, 

especially for Parks.  Organizational structure and 

leadership development, example of, you know, the issue 

they came up this morning for you, organizational 

structure, leadership development.  If, in fact, we had 

a good solid leadership development program, there 

would be no need for interim deputy directors.  There 

would be no need for acting deputy directors or acting 

directors.  There would be five or six people ready, 

fully trained, ready to go with a better training 

program and a better organizational development 

program.

Technology innovations, I think that's pretty 

self-explanatory.  Revenue raising issues, revenue 

raising opportunities, marketing the State of 

California is not really in the marketing business.  As 

such we intend to have our funders help us with some 

consultants in the marketing area with some consultants 

in the technology innovation areas and help us over the 

next two years.  So the team will grow a little bit in 
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outsiders with some outside consulting help.

So I think what I want to end with is the 

transformation process is kind of three Ts.  One it's 

going to be very transparent.  During the early months, 

we couldn't be as transparent because we were waiting 

for the Governor to announce this process.  Now, very 

transparent.  So I want you to help me figure out how 

to be more transparent, how to be able to reach out 

more.  I'd like to be on your agenda for your meetings 

over the next two years so I can give you an update.  

We've done an extra net in the department, and 

I've used this several times in other efforts, and this 

is a computerized setup where individual employees of 

departments can send me directly anonymous e-mails 

about issues, concerns, ideas.  And you can imagine, 

you know, it's been very popular, started in early 

January.  We answer -- I answer those questions.  They 

go up on the site so anyone in the department can go 

right on there.  Nobody from outside the department 

can.  Anyone from inside of the department can.  They 

can see the question, they can see the response, and 

then we add to those as we go.

And I'm here to tell you probably 70 percent or 

more are really substantive things, and not, you know, 

"My employee is no good" or "My department head makes 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

89

too much money" or something like that.  So that's 

good.  

The website, being able to put information in, 

is something that we're doing.  I'm forming an advisory 

committee of high-level stakeholders and going to 

interact with them on a monthly basis.  We're having 

mini summits with partners and stakeholders and local 

governments, partners to again provide forums so that 

we can have input and two-way dialogue.

The process is two step, though.  Because I 

know -- anticipate one of your questions might be:  

Well, wait a minute, what about stable funding because 

that was something that we were going to talk about.  I 

see this as a two-step process and so does the 

Governor's Office and my boss, John Laird, at Natural 

Resources.  

First is rebuilding credibility of the 

department, rebuilding credibility.  Everything -- 

everything in these 31 initiatives -- and there will 

more.  There will be more initiatives coming along.  

Everything in there is about improving, making positive 

change but at the same time rebuilding the credibility 

of the department so we can actually tell a story that 

will resonate with partners, stakeholders, legislators, 

Governor, and then we can tackle the stable funding 
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issue.

Stable funding to me is diverse.  It involves 

revenue raising.  It involves grants.  It involves 

becoming cost effective, so we're -- we generate new 

revenue within the organization by becoming more cost 

effective, and it involves some state general funds.  

It involves maybe some other sources of revenue.  But 

all of these need to work together.

It's a two-year process.  Specifically we set it 

up as two years to make -- to create some urgency, but 

let me tell you, it's not just artificially created 

urgency.  There is a financial urgency because Parks 

and Recreation Department, if you look at it over the 

last three years at least, it's been spending more than 

it's been taking in on a year-to-year basis and drawing 

down what's called the SPRF fund, the fund that gets 

all the fees and revenues.  It's serious and needs to 

be dealt with.  This process will really help us do 

that, put us in a position where we can prioritize and 

make the changes that we need to make.

The last thing I'd like to mention is our acting 

director -- she's the director of the department in my 

estimation, Lisa Mangat.  She sends her apologies for 

not being here.  She will be here the next time -- she 

and I will both be here -- and so she looks forward to 
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that.

And I want to end with the fact that this is a 

perfect alignment of support.  The situation we're in 

right now I've never seen in the State of California in 

any kind of a department or at the local level, the 

counties or cities.  I've never seen the kind of 

consistent support for positive change that's here now, 

from the Governor's Office on down, from our partners, 

stakeholders, local governments.  They want us to 

succeed.  They want us to improve this situation, and 

we need to take full advantage of it and wind up at the 

end of the two years with a handoff.  

And my vision is we hand off to a unit within 

the department that is about planning and innovation 

for the future so there's constantly someone 

responsible for that.  So you're not -- you're not in 

the mix, which all State Departments are, of, okay, 

we've got the Governor's budget coming out.  We've got 

the May revise, and we got budget bills and then, you 

know, all of the deadlines, and nothing ever gets done 

as far as future positive change.  That's going to 

change.  

This transformation effort is focused.  The 

people working on this, that's all they're working on.  

Jared, for example, is working 50 percent, but I'm 
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already making the pitch that that needs to be 

increased.  And it's backfill, you know, we're 

backfilling this kind of thing.  So the team is working 

50 percent up to 100 percent focused right on this, not 

when I get to it, not on Tuesday night when I have a 

chance, not on the weekend and all that.  

Transformation, 100 percent.  

I'll end there and ask for any questions you 

might have.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  First off, thank you for 

attending our meeting, really appreciate you being 

here, and I also appreciate your positive message.  

I mean I think one of the main criticisms in the 

past -- and this is I'm talking five years ago was that 

the message coming out of State Parks wasn't a very 

positive message and was also -- a lot of it was behind 

closed doors, and no one really knew what was going on.  

This transformation you're speaking of, I know 

change a lot of times scares people.  So there's going 

to be a little bit of that.  The documents that have 

been produced have brought some fears up within the OHV 

community based upon a couple of things, and I don't 

think it's the time or place to go into details on 

stuff like that.  We'll have the opportunity as we move 

forward.  
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But, you know, the OHV program -- I come from a 

dairy family, and cream rises to the top.  And I think 

that, you know, it's -- the one positive out of this 

whole situation that's happened in State Parks is I 

think the OHV program has risen to the top and can be 

looked at as an example of how other parts of State 

Parks can operate and be successful.  

I think we've proved to provide a high quality 

of recreation and also to do it in an environmentally 

sensitive manner, and actually this program -- you're 

focussing on State Parks, but the OHV program actually 

benefits the statewide on environmental and OHV issues 

because we with the Grants Program, when we reach into 

federal properties all throughout the state, and some 

of those properties are the most sensitive watersheds 

and areas in the state of California, and these other 

agencies are completely broke.  So we're able to 

supplement them and be able to continue to keep the 

environment in California flourishing.  

I'm sure there are other questions from the 

Commissioners here.  I'm looking forward to you being 

at the meeting and working closely together.  

I know that, you know, the OHV community as a 

whole has given more than other communities to help the 

State through its financial crisis.  We still are 
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getting $10 million diverted out of our budget, and 

that's a big issue within the community, and I get 

e-mails on it weekly.  And I think that's an issue that 

needs to be focused on and, you know, the State needs 

to -- not only within State Parks but needs to be 

sustainable overall.  And I don't think robbing from 

Peter to pay Paul is a good policy.  And you seem like 

you're a wise manager, and I'm looking forward to what 

you can add to this and steer us in a direction that's 

going to be successful.

So thank you.  

MR. SZALAY:  Thank you.  Could I make comment 

about the 10 million, for example?

CHAIR CABRAL:  Of course.  

MR. SZALAY:  Being an outsider and not really 

understanding all of that, it should be -- and that's 

why the service-based budgeting is there.  There should 

be a very definitive and precise way to define what OHV 

is getting for that $10 million, that it not be just 

thought of as, oh, yeah, we're subsidizing.  It's going 

into the pot and so on.  

At the end of this two years that's going to be 

the goal.  That's one of the goals, to easily define.  

And you will like it.  You will say -- whatever it is.  

It might not be ten.  It might be less, whatever.  You 
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will understand it -- I shouldn't say like.  You will 

understand and respect it, and it's needed to be done 

for the good of the entire Park organization and State 

of California.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  I appreciate that.  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Thank you, Chair Cabral.  

I think your comments probably may echo a lot of 

our Commissioners' today, so you said it very 

eloquently, so thank you for that.

I appreciate your coming today to, you know, 

share a little bit about this transformational report.  

And I didn't see necessarily OHV mentioned in the 

report, which we can provide our comments to you as, 

you know, this implementation progresses.

But I did want to just make it available because 

you said that some of the issues that will be -- like a 

deeper dive will be, you know, areas of water.  And 

those we take really seriously at the OHV Commission, 

just doing our best, you know, management practices for 

our parks and requiring them for all of our users as 

well as.  

And I wanted to extend and just, you know, have 

you probably learn a little bit more about those so 

that you can see what has worked and where we've 

possibly learned lessons and see that the Commission 
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and the Division as a whole have progressed over the 

last five years tremendously.

And when Chair Cabral speaks on the, you know, 

either 10 million or, you know, what have you, of 

additional funds, if we can definitely speak more to 

that and see how it is that either we, you know, 

collaborate some more and have additional discussions.  

At this end I know that we feel we need to be 

made whole, and I realize the State Parks Department 

needs also additional assistance, but that discussion 

definitely needs to take place.  And we consider us a 

partner -- as you mentioned initially, that you look 

forward to being our partner, and we do too.  

Thank you. 

MR. SZALAY:  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Slavik.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Thank you, Steve.  I just 

want --  a little comment my grandfather worked at the 

Brown House in Sacramento, so there is another tie 

there. 

MR. SZALAY:  Great history.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  A subject that's come up 

here in the past with the diminishing taxes, tax 

revenue from fuel of automotive vehicles -- motor 

vehicles in general for off-highway vehicle recreation 
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that comes into our Trust Fund, that as those revenues 

decrease, obviously we're not going to be able to 

provide the services that we have in the past, 

including those -- Grant Program that has gone out to 

the federal agencies all around the state, which, you 

know, these are -- the beneficiaries of that are the 

citizens of California, whether it's the State Parks or 

federal land.  

So I would hope that within the Transformation 

Team you look at the long-term situation of these 

declining funds for our program as well so that there 

could be some kind of a holistic approach to this thing 

that is going to benefit everybody.  Boating and 

Waterways is probably another one. 

MR. SZALAY:  We will, and I did want to make 

that further comment.  

The work that we're doing does involve OHV in a, 

you know, thousand different ways based upon the fact 

that it's -- OHV is part of the Department of Parks and 

Recreation.  And so we are looking at all of the 

Boating and Waterways and OHV and parks and looking at 

stable funding for all of those.

The first step, though, is rebuilding 

credibility.  And what you're telling me and I think 

what I've heard, you know, during my first five months 
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on this is that as a matter of fact, you know, this 

organization has rebuilt credibility, has taken steps 

in that regard.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Pérez.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  That was a great report, 

Steve. 

MR. SZALAY:  Thank you.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  And I think that given that 

I've been on this Commission for just about five years, 

I've seen the OHV Division do a good job of serving a 

diverse population, and I know that that's been a 

challenge for State Parks.  

And I think that -- this is not something that 

you'll need to answer today because I think it's a much 

more deeper conversation because I circled relevance 

and marketing.  And I have thought about what needs to 

be done -- because I'm glad that we're working more as 

a team, and I think that there we have some strategies 

that may help State Parks in terms of reaching out, the 

new demographics, the Millenniums -- which by the way I 

own a couple of those Millenniums, and I know how they 

think and act.  

And I can see that it's going to be a challenge 

for the future taxpayers to want to fund State Parks 

unless we, you know, make some changes.  And I did read 
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some of your report.  I think what I'm reading in terms 

of looking at more creative ways of providing those 

services.  

And I think that maybe it's been five years in 

the making, but I really feel positive about you being 

here and meeting Lisa, you know, and working together 

and in particular addressing the need of the new -- the 

new taxpayer and future taxpayer and how they're going 

to support State Parks overall. 

MR. SZALAY:  You're so right. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Lueder.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Thank you, Mr. Szalay for 

coming today.  

I just -- everything so far that I've heard from 

you and heard about this process is really positive, 

and I applaud it because I've been in this seat 

starting in 2008 in some of the dark days of State 

Parks and really waiting for something good to happen, 

and so here we are.

Just a couple of things.  It might seem 

"nitpicky" at this point, but I think it's a public 

perception thing.  On your team you noted that Jared 

Zucker is an OHV representative; however, he's listed 

as Boating and Waterways, and I know that he's doing 

both. 
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MR. SZALAY:  Right.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  But for public perception, 

it would be helpful if he's listed under both.

THE WITNESS:  I think we've corrected that.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Not on this page.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think on the website 

it still shows him. 

MR. SZALAY:  Okay.  I'll take care of that.  

Thank you.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  That would be great.

MR. SZALAY:  He definitely is.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I work in real estate, and 

in real estate everything is location, location, 

location.  In this instance, everything is credibility, 

credibility, credibility.  So that's the first step in 

this transformation in my opinion.

And then secondly going through your 

Transformation Action Plan, I'm just going to point out 

one thing that was glaring to me is recreation is 

mentioned in the first page.  But in your strategic 

goals it's not mentioned anywhere.  

And so you have as Goal No. 4 to protect and 

enhance natural and cultural resources.  It would be 

great if you could add recreation to that list because 

that's a key component to State Parks.  
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So I'll leave my comments at that. 

MR. SZALAY:  Thank you.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I look forward to working 

with you and this team.  

MR. SZALAY:  Thank you.  Because the intention 

certainly would encompass both. 

Okay.  Thank you very much. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Appreciate it. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Let me just take the 

opportunity real quick.  

Thank you very much Steve for coming on down.  

Steve volunteered to come down and talk to everybody.  

This is important.  This is part of the outreach.  We 

are linked to what is being done in the Transformation 

Team.  Even before publication of the plan, I know 

Steve and I have been talking quite often, and he 

attends all of the executive staff meetings that are 

going on up north.  He is getting out, seeing a lot of 

the areas.  He's still got a marker out there to see 

the SVRAs, but we're going to cash that in pretty soon 

and get him out so he can go and see these places and 

see why recreation is so important.  You know, people 

don't go to parks unless they can play or experience 

something in the parks, and that's a great draw for 

bringing them in.  
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So we'll continue that engagement with the 

Transformation Team, and Steve has also offered up part 

of his St. Patrick's Day for Ted Cabral and I to go and 

sit down and meet with him for a session as well, so I 

appreciate that also.  

And thanks for committing to coming here over 

the course of the next two years.  I really appreciate 

that.  

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  One more thing, Chair.  

Are we going to offer any public comment on this?  

CHAIR CABRAL:  We're going to do public comment 

on all of the items at the end of the Director's 

report.  

Okay.  So with that, it is now 10:56.  I'd like 

to take a ten-minute break.  So let's come back at five 

after.  

(Returned at 11:07 from a break starting at 10:36 a.m.) 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I'd like to reconvene the 

meeting.  

I just made a little decision here with the 

Program Reports, how they're laid out.  It's going to 

be quite a while until we would able to get to public 

comment on Mr. Szalay's report that he just presented.  

So I think what we'll do is we will step up -- because 

he's got an afternoon schedule he needs to meet.  
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So why don't we go ahead and do some public 

comment on the Transformation Team report.  So what I'd 

like to do is start that going here.  And I'll make 

sure that we have enough people in the room.

PUBLIC COMMENT on AGENDA ITEM VI (D)(1) - Parks 

Transformation Team

CHAIR CABRAL:  First person for public comment 

would be Dave Pickett followed by John Stewart.  

DAVE PICKETT:  Thank you.  Dave Pickett, 

District 36.  

Thank you, Mr. Szalay.  How do you pronounce 

your last name?  

MR. SZALAY:  No, but that's okay. 

DAVE PICKETT:  Okay.  I knew I was going to 

butcher that one.  

This issue is really close to our district, our 

organization and our members.  And I'm a little bit 

concerned with a few things that I heard today that I 

want to put on public record.  

As this two-year transition team moves forward 

trying to fix this whole mess.  Two more years and a 

$10 million take means another $20 million of our 

funding that won't go where it's supposed to go.  

That's a high-profile issue for us.

This spooks me a little bit because comment was 
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made about lack of trust from the public.  And on our 

side of the fence, that's very, very true.  We do not 

trust DPR.  Their track record has not been good for 

OHV through five deputy directors and two interim 

directors.

Having said that, I would hope that Mr. Zucker 

would reach out to OHV community leadership so that 

they would understand our issues from a 

boots-on-the-ground standpoint.  

As you well know, with SB 742, we doubled our 

own fees, and the loans continued at a much higher rate 

after SB 742.  That needs to be addressed.  

Almost on a daily basis I hear of no resources 

in the field to replace employees that are leaving.  

That's unacceptable.  We all know the state owes us 

almost $200 million.  We need those funds.  We need 

them now.  

There is a $10 million reduction in the 

Governor's budget, unacceptable.  And I need you to 

pass that message on to your transition team.  Thank 

you.

CHAIR CABRAL:  John Stewart followed by 

Mesonika.  

JOHN STEWART:  Good morning, Commissioners.  

John Stewart with the California Association of 
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Four-Wheel Drives.

I appreciate the briefing on the parks 

transformation.  Something needs to change the park 

units and the park structure.  The way they have been 

built up over the years is unsustainable.  And it's a 

tough process to invoke change in a bureaucracy.  A lot 

of times with a bureaucracy, the more things change the 

more they seem to stay the same.  

I would encourage the Commissioners and the 

people looking forward or working on this process to 

really begin to evaluate what each individual park unit 

means to the clientele that come there.  Is it a means 

of just a parking lot so they can come and walk the 

dog?  Is it a means of a camping opportunity?  Is it a 

means for a cultural interpretation, wildlife viewing, 

wildflower viewing?  

Each individual unit within the park system has 

its own unique characteristics that will draw people.  

People will come one time, but the trick is to get them 

to come back multiple times in order to create a 

self-sustaining clientele that will value the rich 

resources that are available.

Now, the one real troubling thing when the 

buzzwords tossed around about stakeholders, 

partnerships, transparency and, my favorite, revenue 
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enhancement.  Just what is meant by "revenue 

enhancement"?  Where is this revenue coming from?  Is 

it more of a rob Peter to pay Paul as it has been in 

the past?  And where it should be more as -- the 

people, if they expect a service from the government, 

then they should be willing to pay their own way just 

as the OHV community has done.  

It should not be one person or one group of 

people or segment of people subsidizing others that 

want something for nothing.  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Mesonika.  Okay Tim Redmond 

followed by Nick Haris.  Nick Haris.  

NICK HARIS:  Nick Haris, American Motorcyclist 

Association.  

I have also been familiarizing myself with this, 

and I did manage to attend a number of Parks Forward 

meetings.  And so, yeah, I guess I am curious having 

looked over some of the initial information available.  

There is really little lip service even given to 

OHV.  I find that we are a convenient slush fund when 

money is needed, but we're never really treated as an 

equal partner.  So I would really like to see a real -- 

a realization or admission of the past history, and the 

fact that this program has been audited, has gone 

through a number of changes over the years, and I think 
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it has come out looking very good.  Maybe we had some 

issues, but I really think we dealt with them as a 

community.  

And I am concerned that there are issues within 

parks, OHV not excluded, but I think in the greater, 

larger scheme Parks has had some very large issues that 

have been identified very publically in the last few 

years, and we're kind of painting OHV with the same 

brush.  

And as I said at the Parks Forward meeting, I'm 

still open to additional OHV recreational opportunities 

in other State Parks units.  Henry Coe always comes to 

mind.  Give us some more opportunity, we will give you 

some more money.  And for that matter, you know, give 

us some more opportunity, and we'll take it off the tab 

that's already owed.  

So thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Ed Waldheim followed by Randy 

Jordan.  

ED WALDHEIM:  Part of the Hungry Seven that 

created the Hungry Valley Management Plan in 1977, that 

was my first introduction to the State Parks system.  

They did everything in their power to disband the 

Hungry Seven, but we didn't let them do it until we 

finished the management plan for Hungry Valley.  
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And that was the beginning of my start in 1971, 

the OHV program -- funding for OHV started through the 

user-created bill, our bill, Chappie/Z'berg bill.  

In 1982, we found out that State Parks was just 

raking us over the coals.  We, the users, created this 

OHMVR Division.  We're the first Commission in 1982.  I 

got on the Commission.  I've met with park directors.  

They've asked me, "We need to borrow some money."  

They've asked me, "How can we get State Parks going?"  

I said, "Put a dollar on the license plates."  They 

didn't listen to me.  Now they want to pass a bill for 

$15.  Of course, the public is going to say no.  

We have not been the problem.  And I want the 

Parks Forward, the transition team to please isolate, 

insulate.  The issues of the State Parks system have 

nothing to do with us.  That's why we created the 

program.  That's why we created the $92 million 

program.  That is why we wanted 50 percent of the 

program to go to the Grants and Cooperative Agreements, 

and now it's down to less than 20 percent.  

Never forget that 80 percent of the OHV 

opportunity is on public lands, Bureau of Land 

Management, federal government, not on SVRAs.  I can 

take all of the SVRAs, 200,000 acres, and give the 

credit for the 40,000 BLM.  I can put them all in 
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Jawbone/Dove Springs, every one of those.  You're 

spending $30 million to maintain those 200,000 acres of 

SVRAs.  

Our bang for the buck is in the Bureau of Land 

Management and Forest Service.  80 percent of 

opportunities is on federal lands.  80 percent of the 

opportunities is in Southern California, and the use is 

in Southern California.

We have to insulate whatever the Parks Forward 

or the transition team is doing.  And we have to make 

sure that we get not lumped in.  We're not a bank.  

They owe us $150 million.  $150 million was stole from 

us.  They still haven't given it back to us.  They're 

taking the $10 million away from our budget.  We 

haven't gotten the money back.  

It's time to do something to stop this bleeding.  

We know what we're doing in our program.  We have a 

fantastic -- we have a model for the whole state of 

California and the whole United States.  Let them not 

tear us apart because it will never work.  We know what 

we're doing.  We've done a good job with the team that 

we have now.  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Randy Jordan followed by Tom 

Tammone.  Pass.  Tom Tammone.  

TOM TAMMONE:  Tom Tammone.  
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How we got in this whole mess, the way I 

remember it, when it all was formed, we agreed to start 

a managed system.  We were -- I wouldn't say we were 

promised, but obviously the money was put there.  We 

were supposed to acquire land and provide more 

opportunity.  

Well, through all these processes, all we keep 

getting is less opportunity.  Money builds up, and the 

bucket overflows, and the Legislature takes the money.  

We can't get an acquisition project anywhere.  That 

was -- the reason was -- I got it on tape what the 

previous deputy director said at least as to why it was 

taken.  

I don't know how we're going to do it, but it 

seems environmentalists have intentionally made it as 

difficult as possible to spend the money, and they 

scream, "Well, it's ours.  It should go to Parks."  We 

heard that for years and years.  Their sense of 

entitlement is nauseating.

But our problem is we spend too much on 

restoration or are required to.  Last time it was some 

90 percent of the money going to it from the previous 

Fuel Tax Study was unaccounted-for money.  We were 

spending like something like seven, eight times more 

than what was actually out there of registered 
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vehicles.  

And when 742 came around, we had to appease 

these groups and agree to have too much spent on 

restoration, and we go nuts every year trying to figure 

out how to distribute that money, and it's reaching a 

breaking point.  

As far as transparency, when they decide that 

the dividing line for the Truckhaven land split or the 

Freeman acquisition, as it's called, there was one 

barely-noticed public meeting on October 6th, 2010, in 

the evening at Ramona.  And I can't find anyone to tell 

me where the transcript is, where the audiotape is.  

And the previous state senator who was there who 

put it on said it no longer exists.  But the previous 

superintendent in charge of Ocotillo Wells, Kathy 

Dolinar, was there.  Somebody has got to know where it 

is.  I'm going to request it under the Public Records 

Act today here on record.  I want the transcript, and I 

want the audiotape for that meeting.  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Will -- how do you say your last 

name?  

WILL LIEBSCHER:  Will Liebscher, a member of the 

public.  I've already spoken to this.  

I just wanted to thank the Commission for -- and 

Ed for sponsoring us so that we can get some training 
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going on up there.  It's very important to train the 

public on the ATVs.  

Thank you. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Is there any comments that the Commissioners 

would like to make on the public comment?  

Mr. Szalay, I think you see kind of what we 

listen to often.  The financial side of it is something 

that it's really, you know, a burr under the saddle of 

the OHV community.  Because they've seen the track 

record of the monies -- we have a funding source, a 

real nice conduit that goes back out into public lands 

all over the state of California in a responsible 

manner.  And they see when that gets diverted, and it 

frustrates them a lot because this is a user-created 

program, and it's been a user-maintained program for 

many years.  

So I just wanted to point out that I'm sure 

we'll have a lot of opportunity to discuss these issues 

and work together in the near future, and I'm looking 

forward to what we can accomplish.  So thank you. 

MR. SZALAY:  Me too.  Thank you. 

AGENDA ITEM VI(A) - PROGRAM REPORTS - San Andreas 

District 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  We're going to the Program 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

113

Reports.  Next step on would be San Andreas District.  

SUPERINTENDENT WEATHERMAN:  Hello, 

Commissioners.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

present to you today.  My name is Kathy Weatherman, 

District Superintendent of the San Andreas District.  

The San Andreas District was formed in July 2014 

and combined Hollister Hills and Hungry Valley SVRAs.  

In December of 2014, the Eastern Kern County property 

was also added to the San Andreas District.

The San Andreas District covers four counties 

comprising 51,000 acres and hundreds of miles of OHV 

recreation trails.  While the focus of this 

presentation will be on the Eastern Kern County 

property, I would like to provide you with a brief 

update on Hollister Hills and Hungry Valley.

The Hollister Hills Infrastructure Project began 

last year and is making good progress.  This project is 

adding new waterlines, water storage and well, showers 

and flush toilets in three of the main Lower Ranch 

campgrounds, which is Lodge, Bee and Madrone, as well 

as new shade ramadas, picnic tables, fire lanes, trash 

cans, interpretive displays and how-tos.  The project 

is expected to be fully complete by September of this 

year.

The Hungry Valley Group Camp Facility was opened 
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last spring and has been a huge success.  It's become a 

popular area for groups, clubs, weddings and other 

special events.  Amenities include a large shade 

structure, formal campfire center with a stage, huge 

barbecues with smaller barbecues nearby, food 

preparation and serving tables as well as lots of 

seating and surrounding campsites.  

At this time I would like to ask Peter Jones to 

come and give you all an update on the East Kern County 

property, including a brief background of what we are 

doing since we've acquired the property and where we 

are going in the future.  Thank you.  

PETER JONES:  Hello, Commissioners.  Thank you 

for attending this important meeting.  My name is Peter 

Jones, and I work for the San Andreas District.  

I would like to take this opportunity to provide 

you with an update on the Eastern Kern County property, 

which is a part of the San Andreas District.

The Eastern Kern County property is the first 

all-new OHMVR Division acquisition since 1978 when 

Heber Dunes was added to the system.  The purchase of 

the Eastern Kern County property comprised of 25,000 

acres has helped the OHMVR Division to meet the 2009 

Strategic Action Plan Goal No. 2:  Increase OHV 

opportunity.  The goal states that the OHMVR Division 
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will add new opportunities where appropriate and needed 

to replace the loss of existing opportunity and to 

respond to changing and future demand.

By purchasing this checkerboard land surrounded 

by mostly BLM parcels, we'll able to better consolidate 

public land in the area which provide for OHV 

recreation.

Since acquiring the land in December, staff has 

begun implementing the following management measures 

pursuant to the Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting 

Plan as specified in the Acquisition Environmental 

Impact Report.  Four new information kiosks have been 

installed in strategic locations throughout the region.  

The kiosks contain a map of the area, information on 

firearms, hunting and safety in regard to Valley Fever, 

ATV and ROV rules and regulations.  The panels also 

provide visitors information on Tread Lightly! 

principles.

State Parks boundary markers have been placed 

throughout the area where the existing designated 

routes cross the state-acquired land.  An example of 

this marker is provided on the information kiosk for 

reference.  These markers will help the public and 

State Parks staff better orient themselves while in the 

area as well as help to inform visitors which parcels 
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are state owned.

State Parks rangers have been assigned to patrol 

the area.  Their focus has been concentrated on 

providing information and education about the 

acquisition to the public.  San Andreas District 

employees from all departments have been visiting the 

area to become acquainted with the region and the 

designated trail system in the area.  This will help us 

to better serve the public by being able to answer 

questions firsthand that may be fielded by our front 

office staff at Hungry Valley.

A cultural Resource Management Plan is being 

developed which will include cultural resource 

inventories as well as Native American consultation.  

Staff is developing a soils conservation plan and 

assessing erosion conditions.  A contract is being 

drafted for aerial imagery which will include LIDAR to 

establish baseline conditions of the state-owned land.

Staff has been in contact with the area's cattle 

grazer and will be collaboratively developing a 

monitoring and grazing management plan.  Staff will be 

working on developing a wildlife habitat protection 

program, and we'll be developing a habitat monitoring 

system.  Some initial wildlife monitoring has been done 

to determine which species are most active in the area 
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both day and night.  

I'd also like to point out in this slide before 

you move on, Debbie, is there is actually two bobcats.  

There's the one that's moving that's kind of blurred.  

To the left that you will see another bobcat more 

clearly.  And in talking to our senior environmental 

scientist, I understand it's very rare to see two 

bobcats together as they're solitary except during 

mating season.  And this picture was taken at 

Butterbredt Springs with a wildlife camera that has 

been placed there.

During our initial tour of the property post 

acquisition, we noticed that the Butterbredt Springs 

area has been trespassed by motorcycle riding.  The 

existing barbed wire fence at the entrance had been cut 

to gain access.  In order to prevent similar 

occurrences, the barbed wire fence has been replaced by 

pewter pole fence.  This will allow for improved 

non-motorized access to the area while further 

preventing future trespass.  

We have been in contact with the Audubon Society 

who keeps watch over this important bird area and look 

forward to working collaboratively with them in the 

future to ensure that the area remains well protected 

but open and available to the public.
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The existing recreation occurring in the area 

will continue on state property.  All land uses, future 

development and the overall long-term vision of the 

park will be addressed during the General Plan process.  

The public's involvement in this process will be the 

key to ensuring the property meets the wishes of the 

public both short and long-term and will include their 

input on facilities, recreation accommodations, land 

uses and infrastructure.

Until a general plan is approved, there will be 

no commitment of permanent resources in the area; 

however, the State will be able to take measures to 

protect the resources or as an example add simple 

infrastructures such as a vault style toilet prior to 

an approved general plan as specified in the 

acquisition environmental impact report.

The OHMVR Division has been working with the 

other agencies, nonprofits and businesses active in the 

area and will continue to develop these important 

working relationships in order to provide sustainable 

OHV recreation short and long-term.  

This concludes my update on the Eastern Kern 

County property, and I would like to take any questions 

if you have any at this time.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioners?  
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Commissioner Pérez.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Why can't we temporarily call 

it the Onyx Ranch?  Why are we going back and forth 

with Eastern Kern County?  I get a little bit confused 

when you're using two different terms to describe the 

same area?  

PETER JONES:  In the interim and when we haven't 

come up and actually officially named the unit, we're 

using that because to some locals the term Onyx Ranch 

can become confusing because of the town of Onyx and it 

previously being a ranch itself.  

So for right now leading up to this point during 

the acquisition, we called it the Eastern Kern County 

Acquisition.  So for a little bit of consistency, we've 

just gone with that in the interim.  But, again, it's 

just for right now until we can come up with a 

permanent solution.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  When does the actual 

confirmation of the name change occur?  At the general 

plan time, is that when it gets decided?  When does it 

change?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  The board -- or the 

Commission will actually name it.  It would be a little 

premature right now because there's still some last 

details we're taking care of on some of the land 
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acquisition.  

One of the reasons we're in Palmdale to begin 

with was just out of a sense of we wanted to kind of be 

proactive on this.  We're required for a naming to be 

within 100 miles of a major metropolitan area.  We have 

not named it yet because, again, there were some 

last-minute details on the land that we're trying to 

take care of.  But when we were originally planning 

this meeting, there was a potential that we could do a 

naming.

But now what we want to do is we want to get 

people out, see the property.  We want to get people 

out and get a feel for it, get all of the reports on 

it, everything else so that when the time comes we can 

easily do that and go ahead and provide the name.

What is automatic and -- again, we haven't done 

this in a while, so it's -- it took some legal research 

to try and figure out all of the permutations of the 

acquisition.  What we were able to ascertain is by 

virtue of it being purchased with OHV Trust Fund money, 

the automatic designation within the park system is 

that as an SVRA.  So there was also a question as to 

whether we had to do that at this meeting, whether we 

had to designate as it an SVRA.  And that is automatic 

by virtue of the purchase with the funding.  It can be 
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nothing other than SVRA if OHV Trust Funds are used.  

Does that explain a little bit better?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Yes, thank you. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  As at a future date we 

will go ahead with the naming.  I think we'd also like 

to take the opportunity to kind of think about that, 

too, and maybe look at what possible names there are.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Slavik.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Peter, the more I think 

about this -- I had a little off -- side conversation 

at the break.  It seems to me that consolidating the 

owners of this thing is really the ultimate direction 

we ought to be going.  As long as the BLM is involved, 

we're really at their mercy.  We're at the mercy of 

whatever is going on in Washington politically.

I think in this little conversation I had that 

one of the avenues that we can approach is a 

legislative avenue to -- my question:  

Is Senator Fuller the senator that that is her 

area of responsibility?  

PETER JONES:  Yes, I believe so.  But other than 

that, the bigger plans potentially for this lawyer 

stuff is both my -- 

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I understand.  

So is there a way that we can -- maybe I ought 
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to address the Chairman.  

Is there a way that we can somehow push that 

agenda of acquiring -- unifying the ownership of this 

under State Parks?  My understanding is because it's an 

ACEC, everything is really fragile and everything else.  

But we're going to take care of this land.  We know 

that.  But putting that additional layer of federal -- 

not responsibility but just the additional layer of 

federal ownership, that's a double taxation from the 

standpoint of us who's paying the taxes. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  With that, I think that that 

could be on the to do list for the BLM subcommittee to 

be able to look into that and open that discussion.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Thank you.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I just want to agree with 

Paul.  I think it would be great to be able to manage 

the area exclusively.  I agree with you, Paul.  I don't 

really like the checkerboard.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Lueder.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Yes, so I realize that the 

acquisition just took place, which is great.  

Congratulations to the staff, everybody that worked on 

it because I know it was a long-term process.

So speaking about the future, do you kind of 

have a draft plan as far as your next steps for a 
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timeline?  I know that the general plan is part of that 

but, you know, kind of just a business plan for the 

property and the project so that we can kind of see, 

okay, you know, the next six months these are the 

things that we are going to start, over the next few 

years, these are the things that we're going to do?  

That kind of thing. 

PETER JONES:  The things that we're working on 

right now are really just those initial things that 

identified under the MMRP in the EIR, and really all 

the big planning and everything is very much so a 

public process.  That's considered a process under 

CEQA, and that will happen under the general plan 

process which tentatively we're hoping to be kicking 

off in maybe 2016.

We're also in the midst of drafting an MOU with 

the BLM to be able to cooperatively work and manage and 

help each other out in the area. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  So following up on that 

just real quick so everybody needs to understand.  This 

is a big deal.  So we purchased the property.  And you 

of all people, I'm sure, Eric understand the necessity 

when there is land there, there is opportunity, and you 

need to seize it.  

So although this has taken quite a bit of time, 
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there was an opportunity.  There was funding.  We 

seized it.  It turned what is private land into public 

land.  And, again, that's what we talked about 

yesterday, the fact that by virtue of it being public 

land, it is now for the public good.  It is now owned 

by the State so that we can provide it for the 

recreation of many.  So that was important.

Now, as far as any major muscle movement on 

changes to that land, can't happen really until you get 

a general plan in place.  That's the law.  What we can 

do, though, and the way that the EIR was written, in 

order to allow for the purchase, was to allow 

continuation of what was being done on that land 

already.  

And there are within that opportunities to do 

some of the minor improvements that you saw here, you 

know, where there's a fence, to make a better fence.  

Where there is already a preexisting trail, to maintain 

the trail, to get it sustainable, to do some of those 

things.  Where there are resources, to ensure that the 

resources stay there the way that they are.  But no 

major muscle movements, no cutting trails or doing 

anything like that or creating any infrastructure.  

That was the reason why yesterday we went by and 

saw the Red Rock facilities there because in the 
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absence of being able to build our own, that's a 

lay-down area for us.  That's a place we can put 

vehicles and park rangers and all that short-term while 

we build up what we need to do in the park.

Also, that dovetails with the discussion about, 

well, what about the management of all of that land, 

you know, what about, you know, going to a point where 

like Ocotillo Wells we're managing BLM land?  That 

again is all part of the discussions and negotiations 

and everything else.  We don't own that land.  That 

belongs to BLM.  Is it adjacent?  Is it nearby?  Is 

there some -- some sense that we could say, hey, we 

would offer to manage that for you?  

We were at Oceano Dunes last time, and in Oceano 

Dunes, we do that for the city.  We actually manage a 

portion of the beach there for the city.  It just makes 

sense for them to do it.

If BLM is cooperative and would like us to do 

that and it works into their land management plan, 

certainly we can do things like that.  That would be 

incorporated in the future in that general plan or in 

the MOU.  

And the MOU will discuss how we're going to 

mutually operate in this area and complement what each 

other is doing and make sure for the user, the user is 
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not driving along and suddenly stopping at a boundary 

and saying, "Oh, my God, I'm now on BLM land.  I've got 

to change this.  I've got to do that."  We're trying to 

make that as transparent as we can for the users out 

there, as well with the MOU and then ideally when the 

general plan comes in also.

So does that make a bit of sense?  So we 

really -- the short answer to you is do we have this 

long laid-out plan of here's what we're going to do 

right now?  That would be the general plan.  

What we have right now is an MOU, and we have an 

EIR that we can operate within to make those basic 

improvements on land that we need to.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  You said that the 

general plan process wouldn't start until 2016.  What's 

the delay in that?  

PETER JONES:  That's a tentative plan, and it 

comes to funding and being able to have it approved.  

Maria or Chris may have a better answer, but. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  In order to do the 

general plan, there will have to be a budget change 

proposal submitted to fund that.  They're not cheap, so 

we will put that in.  Again, these things have to 
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operate in phasing.  We couldn't submit a BCP for 

general plan funding until we had the land.  

And some of that also will be kind of a staff 

capacity question.  We have Dan, who is perky and looks 

like he can do just about anything, closing on three 

general plans and potentially has another couple coming 

up.  So we also have to watch what he and his 

assistant, Katie, are doing there.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Anyone else?  

Okay.  Thank you.  Appreciate it.  

PETER JONES:  Appreciate it.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Vicki just sent me a note 

here that we have -- State Assemblyman Tom Lackey just 

showed up.  

Tom, would you like to come up and say a couple 

of words?  

ASSEMBLYMEMBER LACKEY:  Thank you, everybody.  

This is certainly an honor to share the podium with a 

group of people that are addressing such a very sacred 

issue.  

Being a person who was raised in the eastern 

part of Kern County, a little town called Boron, I 

understand the beauty of the desert and we like to be 

able to respectively utilize the desert.  

And so the partnership between government and 
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the individual rights to utilize the land is a fun 

discussion, and it's an important one.  So I trust that 

you guys will do the responsible thing in respecting 

the ability to utilize the land in a way that will be 

around for a long time for many generations to come but 

also allow us to enjoy the desert.  

And so I think that that is a delicate balance 

that you folks will have plenty of opportunity to 

review.  I'm sure you'll be here for a couple of 

minutes.  

But it is an honor to at least say hello, and 

know that this is an important issue to Tom Lackey.  

Welcome to the 36th Assembly District.  I don't think 

all of you live here, so we're proud to have you here.  

And we know that this is a very important topic, and we 

trust that you will do the right thing.  

And if I can be of any assistance at any time, 

please contact my office because we do have a 

significant interest in this issue, and all of the 

issues that we're talking about, especially Jawbone 

Canyon.  Thank you.  

(Audience applause.)  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you, Assemblyman.  And we 

appreciate your presence and the open-door policy.  

That's refreshing, and we're looking forward to be able 
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to communicate with you.  So thank you.

AGENDA ITEM VI(B) - PROGRAM REPORTS - BLM

CHAIR CABRAL:  We're moving right along, and it 

looks like -- let me check my time here.  We have about 

45 minutes until lunch break.  Do you think you'll be 

okay with that?  Great.  

So with that we will go next to the BLM report.  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  Jane Arteaga, BLM state 

office.  Thank you, Commissioners, Division staff and 

general public for inviting the BLM.  And, again, thank 

you for visiting one of our OHV areas.  I'm always glad 

to see the Division and the Commission coming and 

seeing what we're -- the opportunities that we provide 

to the general public related to recreation and OHV 

within California.

One of the first things -- well, you know I was 

going to speak on WEMO or have WEMO part of our 

presentation, but, you know, with our joint efforts -- 

we're so good at doing that -- I decided -- we decided 

to move WEMO ahead.  That's off my agenda, so my 

presentation will be shorter.

So with the acquisitions -- I mean it's 

important to know that for right now until the general 

plan is done and any other actions that happen out 

there and related to the WEMO plan, our concept in 
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which I think we've been discussing this whole time is 

that we will be working jointly, just like we do in 

Ocotillo Wells or any other state park or federal 

designated recreation area, that we work closely with 

one another and make sure that our public's needs are 

met.  And that's the important thing.  You know, that's 

what we look at.  So to follow-up on WEMO things, the 

WEMO conversation, I want to reiterate that.  We will 

be working with the Division on many different issues, 

and that's what's important, so.

With that, I would -- I'm also going to kind of 

skip over the Ocotillo Wells topic because Dan will be 

covering that in the general plan update.  So, again, 

we're looking for public comment and public 

participation in that.  

And I would also like to input -- or state that 

we listen to our public.  And a perfect example of that 

is our DRECP project.  I want to read something to you 

that the State Director guided me to go ahead and brief 

you on.  So this is what -- so let me go ahead and read 

you this update on the DRECP.

"Based on initial review of 

public comments received on the draft 

DRECP that were submitted by a 

diverse group of stakeholders, the 
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agencies are adjusting the planning 

process and will be a phased approach 

to approach the plans' three 

fundamental components, the BLM Land 

Use Plan Amendment, federal general 

conservation plan and the state 

natural community conservation plan.  

"The draft DRECP was released 

for public review on September 23rd, 

2014.  During the five-month comment 

period that ended February 23rd, the 

collaboration agency received about 

12,000 comments.  While the comments 

are still being reviewed, several key 

things emerged prompting the decision 

to move forward with the phased 

approach.  

"The primary driver for the 

decision came from feedback from the 

counties within the planning area 

requesting additional time and closer 

coordination with the state and 

federal agencies to ensure better 

alignment between county planning, 

renewable energy conservation and the 
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objectives of the DRECP.  From DRECP, 

other comments include the need to 

clearly outline permitting 

efficiencies and conservation 

protections.  

"The DRECP is an innovative 

renewable energy and conservation 

plan covering more than 22 million 

acres of lands in Imperial, Inyo, 

Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside, San 

Bernardino and San Diego Counties.  

The effort proposes to protect areas 

in the California desert that are 

important to wildlife, recreation, 

culture and other uses while also 

facilitating the timely permitting of 

solar and wind and geothermal energy 

projects, associated transmission and 

appropriated areas."

So with that, so we're going to a phased 

approach.  BLM will continue on with our planning 

process that includes designating the SRMAs.  So that 

has not -- so we'll continue going on through our 

decision process with that.

And at a later date, after the counties finished 
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their energy plans -- is that what they're calling 

them, Chris?  I can't remember what they're quite 

called.  

The counties are in the process of creating 

plans on how they're going to implement energies within 

the counties.  I believe they received -- a lot of the 

counties have received grants to implement -- or design 

these plans.  So they asked for a delay to get their 

plans done.  And so with that, because the counties are 

part of this, you know, offshoot from the state and 

their implementation of the state process, there will 

be a delay on the state process and that would be the 

second phase of the implementation.

Any questions on that?  Okay.  

Then the next thing I want to talk to you -- 

unfortunately because the WEMO and DRECP, I haven't 

been able to download all of our grants yet and fully 

evaluate all of the grants.  But I can tell you I have 

downloaded our operations grants and reviewed over 

those already.  

So we have a little over $1.2 million in 

operations grants that were submitted, and it varies 

from general maintenance of roads and facilities to 

purchasing some equipment and also paying for salaries.  

So that's throughout the state, and that was 13 offices 
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that applied for those grants.

Our law enforcement grants, out of the state 

office we received 1.5 million this year, just a little 

over 1.5 million this year, that was designated for 

BLM.  So out of that, throughout California we have 

around 77 LE positions, not all of them are filled 

right now.  Out of those 77, we have determined 56 of 

those do some OHV work, you know, actually some of them 

are full-time OHV, you know, compliance.

So I have designed a matrix where I look at the 

workloads of the field office related to OHV only, not 

marijuana gardens or any other work that they do.  So I 

look at the workload related to OHV.  Of course, the 

majority of the funding comes down to CDDs in Southern 

California.  And we were looking at our largest grant 

that we're submitting would be the El Centro grant, and 

it's a little over -- it's $378,000 that they're 

submitting for.  And where our lowest grants will be 

like Eagle Lake and Arcata, and they're submitting for 

$28,000.

So we get direction from the state office as far 

as to how much funding and law enforcement -- only law 

enforcement grants, because it's noncompetitive, and I 

don't want our field offices competing against each 

other.  So looking at workloads, we give direction of 
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how much funding they can actually apply for.  So 

that's kind of an idea there, what we do related to law 

enforcement.

One of the things I'm really excited about, one 

of the projects I was able to read, was the development 

grant from Eagle Lake.  They're applying for $79,000.  

It's in the Rice Canyon area, approximately -- it's 

around the Susanville area, about ten miles away or so.  

And what this area is is kind of a dump location 

where people go shooting, and that's what it is right 

now.  And with planning and also modifying their R&P, 

they have determined that this will be a perfect 

location for a parking lot and a staging area.  

So we're going to be developing that area as a 

parking lot and staging area and also constructing 

three new miles of OHV trails for connectivity to 

existing routes to both BLM and Forest Service because 

around there it's really checkerboard.  So it will be 

connecting to both BLM and Forest Service routes.

So we are creating new routes and a majority of 

this area is used -- are two track motorcycle trails in 

this area.  There is some side-by-side but not much.  

It's mainly motorcycles in this area.

So that's the completion of my report.  Do you 

have any of questions.  
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CHAIR CABRAL:  I just -- I definitely appreciate 

you guys participating in the Grants Program at the 

level that you do.  I know through discussions we've 

had that you have been restricted from doing as much as 

you'd like in that area because of your budget not 

providing the matching funds to be able to go as far as 

you'd like to possibly in grants.  

So all I can do on my end is just encourage you 

guys to do your best possible job to keep track of all 

of the volunteer hours and volunteer groups and build 

partnerships on that level, and hopefully that 

situation will change in the future for you guys to be 

able to get a little more funding to help you through 

the Grants Program.  That's just something.

And the other thing, too, I didn't get a chance 

to go down to the King of the Hammers this year, but 

from the BLM perspective, how did that event go as far 

as on that?  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  Compliance-wise, it went 

pretty well.  We'll be adjusting -- this year we're 

going to be implementing a review of all our SRPs 

throughout the state.  So at that time we'll be looking 

at -- you know, when it's completed probably this time 

next year, I'll give a report on our SRP compliance 

throughout the state.  
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And King of the Hammers is one of those -- one 

of those events that will be looked at.  So I haven't 

gotten the -- I don't manage the SRPs.  My counterpart, 

Brian, does.  He hasn't given me the report yet on the 

final -- because he was there, and he hasn't given me 

that report yet.  

So technically, what I understand, it was a 

great event.  And for next year we're still planning on 

implementing the event and the same route we've used 

this year, so. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Great.  If that process could be 

streamlined for the promotor, I know he would 

appreciate it.  It also allows him to do more marketing 

earlier for the event, so. 

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  Right. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Slavik.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  How did the Marine 

situation fit into this?  I mean I haven't heard -- I 

expected to hear something about that today because of 

the big concern about permitting and all this.  Can you 

give us a little update?  

BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  Well, what I understand from 

Katrina -- she wasn't able to make it to the meeting 

today -- is that, you know, she's meeting with them and 

still working on the agreement, you know, just like 
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Ocotillo Wells.  And our Kern County acquisitions, 

we're still working on those agreements.  They're 

usually going back and north to solicitors and stuff 

like that.  So she's still working on the agreement.  

What I understand, they -- they had signs 

everywhere notifying the public, you know, here is the 

line, that they had put those up so -- the Marines did.  

They were present at the event.  That's what I 

understood who was all there at the event.  Some of you 

guys went.  I understood that they were present and 

were communicating to the public what their intentions 

were. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I met with the 

commanding general for the base, General Craparotta.  

We talked about it, also toured with him along with 

Dave Cole, the organizer, and they had a chance to meet 

and talk.  I know Ed was able to get there to the event 

this year.  

It went well.  I think -- I think it expanded 

even more significantly.  It's now like a two-week long 

event.  They were able to run a route that was 

particularly challenging.  I think they actually 

increased the overall distance of the route.  It was 

not as -- let's say, as wide as it had been, but the 

distance they actually followed was longer.  
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And basically what General Craparotta was able 

to tell the organizer is that they will continue to try 

and approve his permit on an annual.  I think right now 

it's actually approved for a couple of years so that he 

can do his event when possible.  

But you just need to understand -- this is 

important -- that the guys who are actually making the 

call on this are the Department of the Interior and the 

Department of the Navy in Washington, D.C.  So this is 

purely based upon them allowing this to happen.  

Sometime if there was a decision made in 

Washington, D.C. with a group called the RMG -- I 

forget what the acronym stands for at this point, but 

basically it's this group that meets within D.C. to 

look at this if they make the decision up there that 

for some reason that land was not available, then they 

could say no to that permit.  They would do that in 

advance, but they could say that.  But that would 

probably be because of national interest, the kind of 

things pretty much we're not going to be able to argue 

against.  

So that's the challenge of federal land.  We've 

said that before.  One of the reasons why we just went 

out and purchased 26,000 acres so that it became state 

land.  Nothing against our federal partners, but that's 
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the reality of federal land is the Feds own it, and 

they're going to do things with it they need to do.

So what we told the organizer is, you know, hey, 

look, you got a plan A, and the Marine Corps will 

support that plan A as long as they are able to do, but 

you better have a plan B in case at some point they 

can't approve that permit the way you'd like it.  

And basically the question is there's one 

particular terrain feature that is within the permitted 

area.  The Department of Defense has to give 

authorization for them to use to make his course the 

way he likes it.  There may be other ways to run it, 

but to get his course the way he likes it, he wants 

that extra terrain feature for safety.  That's kind of 

where they laid it out.  So they're talking.  They're 

making it work right now.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  All right.  Thank you.  

Another question I had:  I read somewhere in 

here about the acreage in Johnson Valley, and it seemed 

to me that all we were hearing was that the Marine -- 

not all we were hearing, but the final analysis was 

that the Marines were going to take about 80 percent of 

Johnson Valley and leave 20 percent to recreation.  

What I saw here was almost a 50/50 split.  Did 

something change in the acreage?  
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BLM MS. ARTEAGA:  Yeah, I'm not sure where you 

got the 80 percent at.  I don't recall any -- that high 

of a number.

Well, wait a minute.  There was multiple 

alternatives, now I'm remembering.  So there were 

multiple alternatives, and a good portion of Johnson 

Valley was in one of the alternatives, but this was the 

final decision. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think where they 

resolved that was in that shared-use area.  That's how 

they kind of came up with the compromise so they 

weren't taking all of the land.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you, Jane.  Appreciate it.

AGENDA ITEM VI(C) - PROGRAM REPORTS - USFS

CHAIR CABRAL:  Our next item would be the 

U.S. Forest Service.  Garrett.  

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  Good morning.  My name is 

Garrett Villanueva.  I represent the U.S. Forest 

Service for Region Five, which is the Pacific Southwest 

region.  

This morning I would like to run through a 

couple of topics that have come up and been requested 

by Commissioners for discussion.  So first slide, 

please.

So one of the things that's come up and been a 
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topic of interest throughout this whole -- all of 

yesterday and this morning as well is the Sequoia 

National Forest Plan Revision.  And the one of the 

specific things that came up is connectivity through 

the Bright Star Wilderness between BLM lands and 

national forest lands.  So I wanted to talk to that 

first.  

In talking to some BLM representative yesterday, 

it sounds like there is a trail that parallels the 

county roads that's already in existence through that 

corridor that is open to OHV; however, the endpiece of 

it is -- it's been developed as a residential 

development, and there's kind of a barrier there.  So I 

think in the future that may be the opportunity, to 

extend that trail system through a very short distance 

through that residential area that may have some 

easements held within the property rights.  

So there is probably an opportunity to the 

collaborate with private/public partnership type 

situations and the state to make that connection in the 

future.  So I thought that was kind of an exciting 

finding that there is already a trail in existence for 

the majority of that approximately three-mile corridor 

through the Bright Star.

In particular, one of the things that came up 
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yesterday of interest with the Sequoia National Forest 

Plan Revision is the Piute OHV area and the Pacific 

Crest Trail corridor planning that's going on.  And so 

I wanted to just talk generally about that a little bit 

to give a basis for more discussion and collaboration.  

So with the Pacific Crest Trail, it's a National 

Scenic Trail and as such it has a corridor designation 

that's established as part of the national scenic -- 

National Trails Act to protect the scenic quality of 

the trail but also the recreation setting.

We have a conflict in the Piute area.  There is 

a preexisting OHV area that's been used there.  If I 

understand correctly, it hasn't gone through travel 

management so that has been delayed.  I don't know the 

details of that particular aspect of it.

But in moving forward in the proposed action 

that's out for public comment right now, there's a 

desired condition setting.  So the desired condition is 

kind of the framework for how we're going to manage 

that area to try to achieve the desired condition in 

the future.  And we have the language from the PCT 

which talks about the corridor experience, lack of 

noise is one of the things we try to achieve.  So OHV 

use within that corridor is not absolutely compatible.  

So we've got a conflict there.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

144

The other thing is it talks about the number of 

road crossings that can occur or that would occur 

ideally in that section, and it has a desired condition 

of five miles space in between road crossings of the 

trail itself.  So one of the important aspects of that 

is that's a guide -- that's the overall condition that 

we're going to strive for.  It's not a hard policy or 

standard.  

So when we put together a forest plan, we're 

going to have conflicting desired conditions.  So I 

don't know what the OHV desired conditions are going to 

evolve into.  Right now the OHV and recreation desired 

conditions relative to the existing experience for the 

Piute area are not very well developed when I looked at 

the need for change.  So that's the opportunity that I 

think the Commission and the public has to comment on 

during the comment period which is open right now, is 

to start to describe the condition, the value of that 

recreation experience, the socioeconomic benefits of 

that experience so that that plan can evolve in a way 

that represents the public need in that area.

So I'm going to move to my next topic, and we 

can have questions at the end.  Does that work for you?  

Q enduros came up as an issue for us recently.  

I met with -- Kathy Mick and I met with Nick Haris and 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

145

David Pritchard and Don Amador, Quiet Warrior Racing 

and AMA representatives to talk about an event that 

went on national forest lands that there were some 

problems with the event.  

And the first knee-jerk reaction was it was a 

Q enduro and we can't have Q enduros, was kind of the 

immediate response.  So we met to discuss this issue.  

And what we found is that the event wasn't run really 

quite right, and there was perhaps fault on the Forest 

Service side for not going through the right procedures 

in the way we permitted the event and as well as the 

promotion side, too, the way the event was conducted.  

And the reason why is because we have in our 

regulations at the Forest Service that we can't have 

speed events on national forest system lands.  So the 

perception was there were sections of the enduro that 

were a speed event -- that qualified as a speed event.

So I think the opportunity that we came away 

with is to educate the promotors that are putting on 

the event and educate the Forest Service personnel who 

are working with the promotors so that we were 

conducting these events properly.  And I think we all 

agreed there were benefits in this type of an enduro 

because it kind of opens it up for more participation.  

With typical enduros, my understanding is that the time 
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of each stage is extremely important, which has kind of 

been a barrier for people that are new to racing 

enduros.  It's very difficult to be spot-on on your 

time.  And so people new to the event, they can 

participate like in a Q enduro which has, I guess, an 

overall time for the entire event but doesn't time each 

stage the same way.  And I'm sure we'll hear more about 

that from Nick and David if I didn't put that quite 

right.

Moving right along, OSV, over-snow vehicle NEPA 

status.  As you all know, the Forest Service is 

embarking upon a new regulatory tool that's part of 

travel management Subpart (c) for over-snow vehicle 

management.  We're working with five forests right now.  

The Tahoe, Plumas, Eldorado, Stanislaus and Lassen are 

all involved as part of the settlement agreement.  So 

we're moving forward with those.  

There's a public comment period that is open 

right now I believe for the Eldorado, Tahoe and Lassen.  

There is a tool online, too.  If you go to the forest 

website -- so if you want to look and comment, the 

easiest way to go about that is to go to the forest 

website.  You can Google Tahoe National Forest, 

Eldorado National Forest, and you'll go to their home 

page.  And we can even do that right now.  If you 
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wanted to connect to the Internet, I could show you 

guys how to do it if you're interested.  Or if you have 

problems finding it I can work with you to get that, 

too.  

OHMVR STAFF BURGESON:  The internet service has 

been pretty sketchy.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  Is that of interest to 

anyone here, to actually see it?  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Actually, I think we'll pass on 

taking a look at the interface.  I've looked at it, and 

it's relatively straightforward, and I think we can 

figure it out.  Just get to the home page, follow the 

instruction, it's straightforward. 

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  That's right.  On the left 

side of the screen there is Land Management Planning, 

and then there's a tab under projects.  Then if you go 

in there, you're going to find a link to the OSV 

planning.  

One of the things I did want to mention is the 

collaborative mapping tool, the interactive mapping 

tool.  It's kind of a cool way to dig deeper and zoom 

into the map.  I heard some comments yesterday and 

today about, "I have a cabin in this very specific 

area, and I can't tell where the boundary is, if it 

overlaps my cabin."  And I was able to go into the 
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collaborative interactive mapping tool and zoom in 

pretty accurately.  

And then you can put also your comment right on 

the map of your area of concern.  You can put a pointer 

and tie your comment to it.  So I think it's a very 

valuable tool for the public to use for commenting, and 

I think it will be very useful to the Forest Service to 

be able to integrate comments.

So we are proceeding forward.  You can also 

submit comments, written, by the typical methods or by 

e-mail.

The next step is the Stanislaus will release 

their notice of intent and proposed action the first 

week of April.  So look for the Stanislaus OSV plan to 

be coming out next month.  The Plumas National Forest 

will likely release their notice of intent and the 

proposed action in early May.  And the notice of intent 

is significant because that's the start of public 

comment period.  

The first draft environmental impact statement 

is planned for the Lassen.  That's all I got on that 

particular topic.

Last up is we are working on a Tread Lightly! 

campaign.  We've launched a pilot project at Lake 

Tahoe.  This is just a draft that we came up with for 
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the Ride-On campaign to reach our OHV users.  

We've held some stakeholder meetings and 

gathered some additional input.  And one of the 

interesting items that came up was electric bikes 

because those do fall into a motorized vehicle category 

for the Vehicle Code and for enforcement on national 

forest lands.  So that's -- there's going to be a 

message that goes out for electric bikes as well.

In 2015, we are dedicating a larger portion of 

funding to do a region-wide -- so it will be all of 

California -- campaign with Tread Lightly!  I've been 

working with Jane and BLM to see if we can partner with 

BLM as well.  And I know Tread Lightly! has submitted a 

grant application to the Commission -- or to the 

Division so that we can expand that partnership and 

expand our message.  

As everyone knows education is our most powerful 

tool to reach the most people and make the most cost 

effective difference in managing public land.

That's all I've got.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you, Garrett.  I appreciate 

it.  You have -- the situation with the Pacific Crest 

Trail and the Piutes and that, that's going to be 

something that, you know, I'm looking forward to being 

able to dive into that.  And I know the travel 
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management hasn't happened yet, so it's something that 

could have an effect on it.

That's the thing when you get into all of these 

planning documents.  There are so many layers, and it 

concerns me with the NEPA change document, where that's 

going, that you have a programmatic document, and then 

there's desire by different groups to put, you know, 

like project-level management language in these 

documents.  And with that it gets confusing, and then 

it gives motivation to other groups to try to do the 

same thing.  So it almost gets a little competitive 

environment going.  So I really would hope they can 

stand back and be the documents they should be, which 

is just a little wider view type document.

As far as the OHV, the Q enduro, that's great.  

I mean to be willing to sit down -- I know you and 

Kathy Mick sat down and talked with Dave Pickett from 

District 36, Nick Haris from AMA and Don Amador from 

Blue Ribbon and Quiet Warrior.  They really -- I know 

Dave produced the rule book and really went the extra 

mile to explain it.  And really what you said is very 

true, the traditional enduro format is a very strict 

format for a rider to come in and try to do it.  It 

requires a piece of equipment that can cost a bit of 

money and a commitment to learning how to do the 
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timekeeping.  

And with the Q enduro format, you can kind of -- 

like myself, I wasn't a really big enduro rider.  It 

was a format where I could go ride an enduro and enjoy 

the ride, the scenery, the comradery, riding with my 

friends and such, but it would be, you know, one of 

those things that I can just ride and get in a little 

early to the check and, you know, look at my bike, 

clean my goggles and whatever, and then go on to the 

next point.  

So it was a much easier, gentler format, and it 

was a good introduction to the enduros.  It's not a 

speed contest like a hare scramble is.  So to be 

looking at putting those back on, they're also easier 

for the clubs to be able to put it on.  So I think it 

would be a wise decision to go that way.

And then the last thing I wanted to comment on 

was the Ride-On campaign.  We've just kind of been -- 

we've started to become aware of -- we've looked at the 

numbers, and we see how large the growth is within the 

Hispanic community in OHV use.  

And I think it's important that we start looking 

at possibly having some of this literature of this 

program also in Spanish.  My dad is an immigrant from 

the Azores Islands.  He was -- back in the old days, 
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one of the first things you did when you come into the 

country is you would learn how to be an American and 

speak English.  I don't know if he would be too fond of 

me saying this.  But the point being is a lot of people 

are here that do not -- are not very fluent in English.  

But still if they ride off trails or drive off trails 

or do something that's harmful to the environment, it 

reflects on all of us.  So I think it's really 

important that we look at the bilingual-type support 

material for that program.  So that's what I have.  

Thank you.  

Mr. Slavik.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  My understanding is that 

Kathy Mick is still our designated Region Five contact, 

and she's not here.  But you're doing a great job 

Garrett, and I appreciate it.

I had another point.  

The BLM and Forest Service, I would like to see 

you guys put on the calendar this meeting I mentioned 

in October in Folsom.  I think you'd be a real asset to 

this meeting, and it would be appropriate for both 

Region Five and the California BLM office to be 

represented. 

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  We will plan to be there.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Lueder.  
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COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Thank you, Garrett, for 

your presentation.  I had a couple of questions.

One was you mentioned E-bikes.  Now, are you 

talking about electric assisted bicycles or we talking 

about electric -- 100 percent electric motorcycles?  

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  Thanks for clarifying 

that.  Electric bicycles, but there's a fine line in 

there because we see both things coming out.  We see 

like a throttle something that's pedalled but a 

throttle twist kind of bike, and that's started to 

bridge that gap between an electric motorcycle and 

bicycle a little bit more towards the motorcycle end of 

things.  

And we also see a pedal assist version where the 

harder you pedal the more power it generates, and they 

both fall into that category right now as motorcycle 

vehicles according to the national definition of a 

motor vehicle for Vehicle Code interpretation.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Okay.  So if I understand 

you correctly then, if I purchased an electric assist 

mountain bike that has pedals on it and I went and took 

it out in the national forest, I would be limited to 

OHV trails versus mountain bike trails; is that 

correct?  

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  Well, right now that's a 
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good way to look at it.  

One of the things that can change in the future 

is as this use grows -- it's a new user group, and so 

there could be trails that aren't currently open to 

motorized use or electric bikes in particular that 

could be shown on a motor vehicle use map.  So there is 

potential to expand the trail system that's currently 

open to electric bikes since -- 

But one of the challenges the agency is 

struggling with is, number one, how to enforce it.  Is 

it an electric bike that's a throttle twist that has, 

you know, quite a bit of power that can go 40 miles an 

hour or 50 miles an hour or whatever, or is it a pedal 

assist bike that's going to top out around 20 miles an 

hour, and then what are the kind of use conflicts that 

are going to come out of those.  

So the forest is kind of struggling with the 

lack of information and lack of experience that we have 

and how quickly the technology is changing as well, 

where we're going to kind of land with this.  It's a 

little bit of a wait and see, but I think we could see 

certain forests that try out a trail maybe that's open 

to mountain bikes and then develop a new category for 

their motor vehicle use map when they do their update 

that would allow electric bicycle use.
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COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I would just encourage the 

Forest Service, BLM, all of the agencies that have 

trails to definitely engage in the user community 

including the International Mountain Bike Association 

because as a lot of the mountain bike community ages, 

they're looking for ways to continue to recreate in 

that form.  And one of the ways that we're seeing is 

these electric-assist bikes.  

So I expect you're going to continue to see 

these things grow exponentially as the technology gets 

better and the prices come down, and it's going to be a 

huge issue.  So I don't know that it falls within our 

purview at this moment when we're talking about 

bicycles with pedals and a little electric assist.  But 

it's certainly on my radar because I see them growing 

in my area. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  And thanks for bringing 

that up.  We have actually -- we did a seminar -- I 

don't know if Ken Miller is here light now -- a seminar 

out at Hungry Valley looking more at the electric 

motorcycles but at the same time talking about some of 

the electric mountain bikes.  

And, you know, I think, as you were saying, it's 

tough to tell.  There are some pretty gnarly looking 

electric mountain bikes now.  You can barely tell 
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there's pedals on them, and they look a hell of a lot 

like an electric dirt bike that's just very light.  A 

lot of them are being used in Europe, but they're 

making their way over here.  

You're right; there is a very fine line at some 

point between, you know, do you have a very power 

electric mountain bike that pretty much has the same 

trail characteristics as a dirt bike, as a, you know, 

motorized dirt bike, and what do you classify that as.  

And not only is that an issue for the trails because, 

you know, you're going to tear up a mountain bike trail 

much worse, but it's also a safety issue.  You've got 

this quiet machine that's roaring along at speeds that 

normally a mountain bike not would be on, but it 

doesn't make any noise.  The guy is only wearing a 

little plastic helmet instead of the full gear like we 

have.  

So a lot of those we're trying to look at, but 

it's just like it is with cars right now.  It's very 

much an evolving area, and we're just going to have to 

keep trying to track it.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Then the last comment was 

I just want to throw my two cents for Q enduros and 

having the Forest Service open-minded about the changes 

and evolution of the enduro, because it is getting 
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harder and harder to put on a traditional timekeeping 

enduro.  So definitely encourage the Forest Service to 

continue to work with the user groups on that. 

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  Yeah, I appreciate that.  

We have 15,000 miles of trails in California alone that 

are on National Forest Service lands over 20 million 

acres, and we're not seeing the public use of a lot of 

those miles of trails that we ought to.  

So any way we can encourage people to get out in 

the forest to better understand what's going on out 

there is really a benefit, and it will help us build 

those partnerships and find ways to take care of that 

trail system. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Murphy.

COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I just wanted to dovetail 

one thing on -- and it kind of goes in with what we're 

talking about with respect to the Deputy Director's 

comments.  

One thing I hear in your presentation is 

something that we're all dealing with where, you know, 

as the population grows and there is more and more 

interest in the public lands and in access is that 

we're all, as different user groups, going to have to 

figure out ways to be accepting of the diversity of 

different groups.  
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If we continue to fence off areas and make 

exclusive areas to different people and different 

groups, we're just going to run out of space.  We're 

going to run out of tolerance, and it's not a recipe 

that's going to give us a long-term solution.  

So I just want to -- I mean it's kumbaya I know, 

but all of the groups are going to have to figure out 

ways that we can be accepting of each other, respect 

the areas that are important to different groups and 

learn how to coexist.  You know, you might walk down a 

trail, you might be a hiker, and you might have to hear 

some dirt bikes in the distance.  That's just how it's 

going to be.  

I don't see any other way around it.  We can't 

just be single-minded in how we are going to recreate.  

One group should not have the ability to dictate how 

another group is going to enjoy the outdoors.  We're 

all in this together.  We're going to have to figure 

out ways to work together.  And I just hope as you move 

forward with your process that you take that into 

account.  

(Audience applause.)  

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  So I'm hearing we'll have 

a share-the-trail component to our Ride-On campaign. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  I like that.  Excellent comments, 
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thank you.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  So adding to that, what 

Commissioner Murphy said, so if they didn't hear the 

dirt bike, there won't be a conflict. 

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  Well, not if they run into 

them.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  We're talking about view 

shed here and some of these other questions that come 

up where they want a mile or 50-mile view shed on the 

PCT.  If they didn't hear the bike, it wouldn't come 

up. 

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  You know, I think part of 

the point you're making is that one of the primary 

causes for use conflict is noise.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Yes, we need to work on 

that.  

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA:  Agreed.  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  I just have one 

small request for some of these program reports.  If 

there is an opportunity for you when you're describing 

different areas where you can use maps, like your 

comments about the Sequoia National Forest and its 

proximity to Eastern -- the new acquisition, that would 

be really helpful as wells as a reminder about acronyms 

and definitions.  I have no idea what a Q enduro is.  
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That would be helpful.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I looked it up when we 

were talking.  There was no context.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Yes.  And for all 

the program reports, that would be helpful. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you, Garrett.  Appreciate 

the information and your report.  

At this point here we are at 12:28, so we will 

adjourn a couple minutes early for lunch, and we will 

be back here at 1:30.  

At that point we will be doing the non-agenda 

public comment.  So if you are wanting to do that, make 

sure you have your blue card filled out and give it to 

Vicki when she comes in.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Just a quick reminder, 

if you had a comment in for the San Andreas, BLM and 

U.S. Forest Service, we'll get to those, too. 

(Returned at 1:30 from a break starting at 12:28 p.m.) 

CHAIR CABRAL:  I hope everyone had a good lunch, 

feels a little refreshed.  Let me open my binder here 

quickly.  

We're going to be doing the public comment on 

non-agenda items.  After that, we'll be doing public 

comment on the federal stuff that came through with the 

BLM, Forest Service, things like that, and then from 
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there we will move into some of the program reports.  

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

CHAIR CABRAL:  So start with the public comment. 

THE CLERK:  Non-agenda items. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  On the non-agenda items, excuse 

me.  I'll get that right.  

Remember you have three minutes.  If I raise my 

hand, that means you've gone over your three minutes.  

The first one we have is Randy Banis followed by 

Steve Hunter.  Doug Varner.  

DOUG VARNER:  Good afternoon.  I represent over 

90 landowners who own private property in the West 

Antelope Valley area.  We purchased our property for 

recreation.  We all enjoy many different forms of 

recreation including hiking and off-road vehicle.  

Two weeks ago, two of my other landowners and 

myself hiked 18 miles on the Pacific Crest Trail.  The 

Pacific Crest Trail runs through many of our 

properties.  Members of my associations have been good 

neighbors to the hikers and the Pacific Crest Trail.  

We have put together plans to sign the Pacific Crest 

Trail -- to better sign the Pacific Crest Trail.  We 

hold cleanup days on the Pacific Crest Trail.  We've 

taken away truckloads of trash off the Pacific Crest 

Trail.  We supply food and drink and first aid to the 
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Pacific Crest Trail hikers.  One of our members found 

and saved the life of a hiker because he had 

heatstroke.  

The Pacific Crest Trail is actually located on 

my property.  It's about the 530-mile marker north of 

Mexico.  Over the years I've had the opportunity to 

talk to a great many of the Pacific Crest Trail hikers.  

Last year I talked to 56 individual Pacific Crest Trail 

hikers.  Many of the hikers are pictured in the handout 

I gave to you today.  You can see that they all have 

weird and unusual trail names, UB Serious, Commando 

Maybe, Lionheart.  This group this time I talked to 

people from seven different countries, ages ranged from 

twenties to their seventies.  Some, this was their 

second attempt, third attempt at the Pacific Crest 

Trail.  This is not an easy task for these people to 

do.  

During this last year, about 40 hikers came into 

my campground into -- where I camp.  My family and my 

friends have been camping in this location for over 45 

years.  I camped there with my parents.  I now camp 

there with my grandchild.  These hikers that come into 

our camp become part of our extended family.  

This year we went through cases of drinks.  We 

don't give them water anymore.  They get plenty of 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

163

water.  They like tea.  They like soda, anything 

besides water.  We went through dozens of chicken salad 

sandwiches my wife made for them.  We went through 

dozens of hardboiled eggs, pancakes, bacon, anything 

with calories they were after.  

We had to transport one hiker this year out 

because of a foot problem, and that's what we do.  We 

take care of the Pacific Crest Trail hikers.  Our last 

visitor of this Memorial Day weekend -- I'm going to 

run out of time.  

It appears that many have lost sight of the 

Pacific Crest Trail in that it's about the hikers and 

their journey, not about a path in the dirt.  Hikers 

are not being run over by off-road vehicle riders.  

Hikers are not being pushed off the trail by off-road 

vehicle riders.  Very few hikers in this area even see 

or hear off-road vehicles during their experience in 

our area.  There is absolutely no reason we cannot both 

enjoy this area for recreation as we've been doing so 

for many, many years.  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Will Liebscher followed by Randy 

Jordan. 

WILL LIEBSCHER:  Will Liebscher, a member of the 

public.  

Yesterday I remarked to the OHV Commission how 
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I -- how progressive the kiosks are that I saw in the 

new area and way better than what I'm seeing with BLM.  

BLM ought to take a lesson from you.  It could be even 

more improved.  You're only using one side.  We ought 

to use both sides, maybe a little bit lower so we have 

a better view shed.  One of the other things that I -- 

my compliments, excellent.  

One of the other things that I noticed that was 

subtle was that I see the carsonite stakes that the OHV 

Commission put in over there were about a foot lower 

than the stakes that the stakes that the BLM -- that I 

see all around the desert.  So what that does is that 

gives a better view of the view shed.  

I also notice your signs are below the level of 

the surrounding flora or creosote bushes, whatever.  

And it doesn't disturb your view, your distant view, of 

our wide-open spaces.  And I think that was very 

progressive and astute of you to figure out on your 

own.  And I just want to compliment you on both of 

those things.  Those are the first two things that I 

saw that you did in that new area, and they're both 

excellent.  Keep up the good work.  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Randy Jordan, followed by Dave Pickett.  

RANDY JORDAN:  Hello, I'm Randy Jordan for 
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Sunbuggie Rentals.  Thank you for giving me the three 

minutes.  

First, I want to thank Dena and Danielle at 

Oceano for getting the permit done so fast when LeVar 

Burton with Reading Rainbow wanted to do a shoot out 

there at the dunes.  It all went very nicely.  I hope 

it represents the dunes like everyone wants it to.  

I want to thank the Parks Department for 

reaching out to us yesterday when they had that large 

veterans group who planned to come and do ASI training 

tomorrow and get their certification.  And they just 

forgot one element, they don't have any ATVs.  So, 

anyways, we're shipping all of the ATVs in for them to 

use tomorrow because it is spring break.  So I want to 

thank the Parks Department for letting me participate 

in that.  

I heard a lot of criticism of different methods 

of approaching how much the Parks Department spends to 

maintain the park versus the BLM.  I don't have any 

experience really with California BLM.  But in Vegas I 

can tell you that the manpower difference is like a 

thousand to one per acre.  So they have a total 

different methodology when they deal with vendors.  

You're only allowed to do tours.  You can't exceed 25 

miles an hour.  So you basically have to supervise your 
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customers all of the time.  And you can't rent ATVs to 

any adolescents.  You can't do anything out of the 

manufacturer's recommendations, and they have a zero 

tolerance rule.  If someone gets hurt and you're 

outside those lines, they just cancel your contract.  

My point is Oceano is such a beautiful place.  

You couldn't -- you could do the thing -- you could 

do -- Oceano could supervise the BLM in Vegas, but it 

couldn't go backwards.  It takes so many people to 

watch Oceano and keep it contained.  But maybe if we 

adopted some of the things that they do -- they're a 

little more conservative than the vendor programs in 

Oceano -- it would reduce the overall injuries.

One of the things they're sensitive about is the 

qualification of the trainer.  The way it's set up in 

Oceano, you virtually could have people training people 

to go out on ATVs that don't have a driver's license.  

So there's no baseline of their educational ability to 

train an ATV.  

I can tell you as a vendor it's very expensive 

to have to keep ASI certified people on staff to 

oversee the training of the general public who's never 

seen it, who's never been out there.  Usually when they 

get hurt it's because they're irresponsible and they're 

unfamiliar with the way the terrain looks.  That it can 
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be as changing as it is.  

I would actually think if you're going to alter 

the ASI training format, which is a hands-on training 

format, that you would incorporate a 30-minute 

mandatory tour with anybody who wasn't been there 

before.  It will reduce the injuries by half.  I can 

tell you because we have it in Vegas.  We do more 

business in Vegas than everybody in Oceano combined, 

and we have 5 percent the injuries because it's all 

tour.  There's my three minutes.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Dave Pickett followed by Ed Waldheim.  

DAVE PICKETT:  Thank you, Commissioners.  Dave 

Pickett, District 36 Motorcycle Sports Committee.  

A couple additional comments on Garrett's report 

from the Forest Service.  I appreciate this topic being 

brought up at this meeting.  As his notation says, 

we're working in a collaborative way to find resolution 

to this and communication, again, and education on what 

the sport is in that particular venue.  Two hours were 

spent discussing that at Region Five, and I wish to 

thank Garrett and Kathy Mick as well as Don Amador for 

their input at that meeting.  

We're moving forward on this.  I brought three 

levels of manuals concerning what an enduro is, a 
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timekeeping event; on an international level, all the 

FIM, Federation of International Motorcycles, which is 

a world order; the American arm of the FIM is the AMA 

National and a recognized district organization is 

District 36.  We have seven pages in your current 

operations manual rule book that addresses this issue.  

A lot of it is lack of knowledge of exactly what an 

Enduro is, what a Q enduro is or an ISDE qualifier is.  

An ISDE qualifier is a speed contest.  We don't hold 

one in California.  The closest one is in Idaho.  This 

is on Forest Service land in Idaho.  

So there is precedence, but it is not a speed 

contest as it is interpreted by not all forests but 

certain forest staff.  So we're moving forward to 

educate them on a face-to-face basis as well as get 

input from the individual clubs that promotes said 

events.  The world changes.  There's all kinds of new 

types of riding opportunity that shows up.  We're 

trying to address this to meet recreation needs.  Like 

Commissioner Ted -- excuse me, Ted -- yeah, 

Commissioner Ted, we'll leave it at that.  Anyways, he 

explained it fairly well that it's still a timekeeping 

event, but you're not penalized with points if you're 

early.  And that was explained to Garrett, and as he 

said we're changing this so that all parties are on 
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deck for this one.  

I just wanted to make that clarification and 

thank Garrett for bringing this forward so that 

everybody knows what's going on.  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  Ed Waldheim followed 

by John Stewart.  

ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim, Friends of Jawbone.  

Steve left from the Forward -- whatever it is, so I'm 

going to talk a little bit more freely.  And one of the 

things I'm going to talk about is that Mr. Slavik -- 

I'll wait for him.  

Mr. Slavik, I take great exception that you 

categorize the Bureau of Land Management as incompetent 

to do the job they're doing.  I'm really frankly 

getting tired of that.  The Bureau of Land Management 

and Forest Service provide more opportunity for us than 

anybody else does even with their regulations, even 

with their regulations.  If we work with the Forest 

Service doing their plan amendments, doing the WEMO 

process and all that, we have all of that land.  For 

you to keep on saying, "Oh, I'm now in BLM land or 

federal land, oh my God, what am I going to do?"  I 

would reverse it.  I would go into state land, and I 

say, "Oh my God, what am I doing on state land."  

Because customers from San Francisco -- and I shared it 
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with Steve.  They came up and I had a tour with two 

people from Washington, D.C. with the Bureau of Land 

Management and Carl.  The first thing at that 

campground that showed up, "You are at Hungry Valley?"  

I says, "I'm not at Hungry Valley.  Why?"  Oh my God, 

they complained about the staff of Hungry Valley coming 

in, blocking their access, making them wait while 

they're putting in one little post, and then telling 

all of the stuff that they're going to do.  And these 

guys are there because they don't want to be in Hungry 

Valley.  So there is a little bit for everybody.  

SVRA is not the answer for the world.  For 80 

percent of the people and 80 percent of the 

opportunity, SVRA is not it.  You haven't seen me in an 

SVRA for 50 years.  I don't even go there.  I don't 

even like them.  I go to the East Kern where I have the 

space, beauty and open space.  

I would appreciate it if you'd quit lambasting 

the federal agencies who do their darned best to get as 

much opportunity for the public as possible.  If it 

weren't for them, the SVRAs could not possibly handle 

those types of people.  Hundreds and hundreds of 

thousands of people come out to recreate, all forms of 

recreation, including hunting, including rock hounding, 

the whole gamut, stuff that the SVRA is going to ban.  
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I would suggest to you as I mentioned to Diana, 

you want to exchange a piece of property?  You're not 

going to exchange -- get BLM property out of Jawbone.  

It won't happen.  I'll put everybody in East Kern 

against you guys, and you're not going to happen.  

What you can do is, you can exchange BLM land on 

the other side of Jawbone Canyon Road for the 

properties there, or you can exchange it for the BLM 

land that's down in Ocotillo Wells for the property 

down in Jawbone.  There is opportunity for you.  You 

can have a 15,000, 20,000 block of land on the other 

side of Jawbone Canyon Road and have at it.  That's 

contiguous.  That's a good place for you to put an SVRA 

and manage it the way you want to.  That is a good 

opportunity that you guys can have.  

We're going to work on the route designation and 

work with staff to see what routes we can put in during 

the WEMO plan.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  John Stewart followed by Tim 

Redmond.  

JOHN STEWART:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  

John Stewart California Association of Four-Wheel 

Drive.  

This past weekend was one of the association's 

club's, Tierra Del Sol Four-Wheel Drive Club of 
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San Diego, held their 53rd Tierra Del Sol Desert Safari 

at Ocotillo Wells SVRA.  That's number 53.  And this 

was held at Ocotillo Wells SVRA, and yet some things 

began to crop up that are showing some rendering in the 

fabric of management and user actions and management 

acceptance of events at SVRAs.

One personal example is I drive a Jeep.  I have 

gas cans on the back of my jeep on a tire rack.  I was 

approached by a state park employee that would not give 

his name.  He's identified as a state park employee 

because he had the brown shirt with the patch on the 

shoulder, and I was chided for having gas cans on the 

back of my Jeep that were not authorized or not legal 

within the park.  I said, "Why?"  He said, "They're not 

CARB approved."  I said, "Cite me.  I have gas cans 

that are sold in the State of California as CARB 

approved."  This is an example, and this was repeated 

by -- relayed to me by several other people who were 

accosted in the same manner.

We have a SVRA which is supposed to be servicing 

recreation, and now it looks like it is servicing more 

conservation and restoration and protection activities 

rather than its real mission of providing and enhancing 

recreation opportunity.

I'm also finding that the staff of Ocotillo 
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Wells is getting more anti-volunteer.  Over a year ago, 

there was an agreement worked out with the four-by-four 

training area that the club helped build and paid for 

to increase some capacity there.  The club obtained 

over $7,000 worth of materials that State Parks, their 

staff was going to be putting in place.  Almost a year 

later, that material still sits unmoved from where it 

was originally deposited.

So far they also this last year was being dinged 

for over $16,000 in law enforcement activities for 

events and actions unrelated to the event.  The event 

is held in a certain area of Ocotillo Wells SVRA on a 

Saturday only for the primary activities.  We were 

billed for law enforcement activities and actions that 

were almost four miles away in an area where it was not 

within the event area and not within the time when the 

main part of the event was being done.  Again, this is 

a point where we're finding we're having problems 

dealing with the management.

I've also had instances of people being cited 

for fender flare violations.  If they're going to cite 

one individual, they need to cite over a thousand Jeeps 

or other vehicles out there for the same thing.  The 

lack of the -- of picking out just one means there's 

selective enforcement of laws which is unsatisfactory 
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and is not conducive to a good recreation experience.  

Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  Tim Redmond.  Okay.  

Linda -- I'm not going to butcher your last 

name. 

LINDA WUCHERPFENNIG:  Hi, my name is Linda 

Wucherpfennig, and call me Linda W from now on.  I'm 

with the California Off-Road Vehicle Association.  

My comment today basically was on the agenda.  I 

didn't know it was going to be there, but I'm going to 

state it with this opportunity now.  

First, I want to welcome the Commission and 

Division to Antelope Valley.  This is my home.  And I 

would like the Commission and Division to think about 

further OHV opportunities within the Antelope Valley.  

If you want a spot, I've got one for you.

The other thing I'd like to talk about is I went 

on the tour yesterday, and one of the great advantages 

to that Jawbone area is the fact that I don't have to 

drive four hours to get away from it all and be in a 

primitive situation such as that is right now.  I had 

to go to Panamints to get that.  Now I can go to 

Jawbone, I can go to that area.  

So as you develop your plans for the SVRA, 

should that happen to occur, I would strongly urge you 
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to keep it primitive.  Don't turn it into a 

quote/unquote Disneyland with armadas and toilets and 

showers.  That's not the area.  We in the Antelope 

Valley -- this is a gold mine in our backyard.  

There were times yesterday where I could see so 

far.  I didn't see buildings.  I didn't see cars.  I 

didn't see anything.  I saw primitive desert lands, 

bird sanctuaries.  The Bird Audubon Society has a bird 

area there.  It was just a fabulous little oasis in 

there.  So please keep it that way.  

And sustainability is achievable, and as a CORVA 

representative we always encourage more opportunity for 

OHV within this area.  So thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  Mesonika Piechu 

followed by Tom Tammone.  Mesonika?  Tom Tammone.  

TOM TAMMONE:  Tom Tammone.  First of all, real 

quick, I know I beat it to death before, but issues 

with getting the transcripts out.  I wish they would 

come out a little faster.  In the past there's been 

lots of discussion about it.  I guess the policy is now 

is that, well, I get it out before the next meeting, 

which sometimes can be three, four, even five months 

down the road.  Certified court reporter certifies 

them, publish them, simple policy.  We need to see 

them.  
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I can't afford to drive to every meeting.  I 

need to know what's being said.  We've had people up 

here claiming to represent all of OHV, and we all 

support -- like, for example, a bill that's going to 

close half the desert.  Fortunately, somebody was at 

that meeting and said, "No, you don't represent 

everyone here."  We need to know what's being said at 

these meetings not only by the Commission but by the 

people giving testimony.  

Some of these -- saying they represent all of 

us, you know, we need to be able to call it while 

there's still time to do so and say, hey, that person 

doesn't represent us.  So please, simple policy, court 

reporter certifies them, publish them.  It's that easy, 

just like everybody else does it.

Surprised to hear John Stewart talking about 

parks rangers are starting to get a little apprehensive 

or I'd say a little overzealous towards enforcement.  

I've been hearing that from various different people in 

the San Diego area.  It seems to be more common in that 

area.  

But we need to get back to having the volunteer 

community involved with the law enforcement, their 

efforts in helping to do education.  Sure we need 

enforcement, but it is getting a little out of hand.
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Let's see what else did I have?  I guess that's 

all I have.  All right.  Thanks.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  Bruce Miller followed 

by Randy Banis.  

BRUCE MILLER:  Bruce Miller, Bakersfield.  And, 

full disclosure, I work -- a lot of volunteer work with 

Stewards of the Sequoia.  

So I'd like to talk about the Onyx acquisition 

and the field trip yesterday.  I wanted to commend the 

Commission on how well that was organized and how 

smoothly it went off in spite of how many vehicles 

there were and how many people were accommodated.  And 

it turns out if you've ever been on one of these field 

tours, they're quite an experience because Ed gets out 

with his road grader evidently and grades it 

immediately preceding, and you have a Porta-Potty 

following right behind you, so it works out very well.

I just wanted to comment on Jawbone and what Ed 

has done there.  I think it's outstanding the work he's 

done given the constraints put on him by the travel 

management and the courts.  Unfortunately, the 

resulting area amounts to -- and this is painfully 

evident yesterday.  It amounts to two large -- well, 

two modest open areas, Jawbone Canyon and Dove Spring 

Canyon, and a relatively easy road network connecting 
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with very few options.  There were no ATV routes.  

There were no side-by-side routes.  There were no 

challenging jeep routes.  There certainly were no 

single tracks.  

And I have to observe as I did in the field, 

even though it was Thursday, we saw virtually nobody 

out there.  I would maintain that the other parks, the 

other riding areas, on a Thursday afternoon would have 

had people already out there staging, getting ready for 

the weekend and whatnot, and there was very little of 

that.  I don't doubt it gets heavy use at times, but I 

would argue the use has changed, and the use has 

changed because of the opportunity allowed.

It seems what we're left with is a couple of 

open areas and some very easy road routes.  And so the 

very people who might be some of the more responsible 

users, the trail riders, the enthusiasts, certainly 

open areas have a place and whatnot, but they're not 

designated route areas.  And the road network there 

certainly wouldn't appeal to anybody who is a technical 

jeeper.  I drove my wife's go-to-work car, two-wheel 

drive the whole day, never slipped a tire once.  

I'm optimistic that this body and the land 

planners will come up with a well-designed, 

well-thought-out, diverse, challenging -- well, diverse 
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mode of transportation model and challenging difficulty 

variations, and the ultimate value of that acquisition 

will ultimately depend on an extensive, well-designed, 

well-managed trail network -- route network, if you 

will.  Thank you. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Randy Banis followed by Steve Hunter.  

RANDY BANIS:  Thank you kindly, Commissioners, 

staff.  

I'm here to talk to you at this time as editor 

of deathvalley.com, the website all about Death Valley.  

And what I'd like to do is urge the Commission to place 

on its next agenda a discussion for the possibility of 

taking a position on the Conservation and Recreation 

Act of 2015.  

I'd like to leave you with copies of a report 

that we presented, a GIS report.  This is the facts.  

This is GIS science.  We take the designated route 

networks and overlay them on top of the senator's 

proposals on all of the polygons in the belt.  And you 

can see right here in green, red and blue the routes 

that would remain open, the few routes that would be 

closed and the even more routes that would be reopened 

as part of this bill.  

This bill actually would put 32 miles of road 
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back into the inventory and would protect 1750 miles of 

OHV roads in all of these polygons in addition to the 

five OHV open areas that are so important to the local 

economies and local enthusiasts and the enthusiasts 

from out of town to travel to utilize the OHV areas.  

I don't want to get into the whole details and 

presentation of it.  It's practically 1.8 million acres 

of legislation.  But please know that anyone who says 

that this bill closes the desert to OHV is not paying 

attention to the science.  They're not paying attention 

to the facts.  So I would like to leave you a copy for 

the director and a copy for the chairman.  You can also 

download a copy of this report at 

deathvalley.com/cdcra/report.  CDCRA stands for 

California Conservation and Recreation Act [sic].  

So thank you very much for letting me bring this 

to your attention, and I hope you all will have the 

opportunity to speak about it.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Steve Hunter.  Followed by Jan Rintamaki. 

STEVE HUNTER:  Hello.  Steve Hunter, Antelope 

Valley landowner.  

And the PCT runs through my property.  I'm a 

motorcycle rider and OHV rider out in the area.  And 

just for information-wise, they never asked me if they 
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could put the PCT through my property, just relocated 

it through five or six of our piece of property.  We're 

currently contesting that.

Since I've been a kid in the '60s and '70s, all 

we've heard about is the desert tortoise, the 

rattlesnake, the hare, the condor, the gecko -- 

everything else that the green people wanted to bring 

up about.  What strikes me really odd about that is if 

you took pictures in my area and the land that I own 

and land my friends own, you would see nothing but 

destitution of the land that's happened with all of the 

windmills and currently with the expansion of the solar 

panels.  

Just below my property -- I wasn't able to 

present a picture because I didn't submit it early 

enough, but I was able to pass around my camera.  You 

see the poppy blankets, the orange blanket that's just 

below my property that's about a mile-and-a-half long 

by almost a mile wide.  That comes up almost every 

year, and it's absolutely gorgeous right now.  That is 

slated to be nothing but cleared land, hard soil and 

will become solar panels.  

Where are the people that were crying about the 

small mouse, the kangaroo mouse, all of the other 

lizards and snakes, everything like that?  As long as 
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it's green, I guess it's green.  

But if you saw pictures of what I could show you 

of the top of the mountain just above my property 

looking out at the windmills -- currently there are 

like 50 windmills -- you wouldn't believe the 

difference.  You couldn't even see a single-track trail 

except for a few small existing dirt roads.  And now 

you see freeway size -- if you have been to the area 

and toured the area -- I know Diana Pérez had toured 

the area of Eaton Canyon -- and you saw the desolation 

of the freeway-sized roads and removal of all of the 

land out there.  Where are the animals going to go?  

The largest, largest wind solar field in the 

world is going to be in Kern County, and it's going to 

be all through that area through Lancaster and up into 

Kern County and through my property.  And they're just 

tearing up the land.  How is the mouse and how is the 

rattlesnake and how is the rabbit and all of those 

people going to survive?  Where are those people now?  

We ride in private land area.  Not until five 

years ago was the PCT brought up because they couldn't 

get us to quit riding our private property.  The only 

reason you're hearing about it now is because two of 

the people that have been calling and asking for 

services have gotten no response from the police 
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because the police haven't ticketed anybody.  They 

haven't gone out there to really enforce anybody.  This 

year there's been 16 responses to PCT infractions, and 

the police have found nobody out there.  

The problem is they kept looking for some reason 

to get us off our land, and the PCT was the next 

purpose to get us off our land, and that's what they 

are using it for.  By the way, it's a temporary trail.  

It's going to be moved onto Tejon Ranch.  The only 

reason it hasn't moved onto the Tejon Ranch is because 

of the people in the Oak Creek Canyon who were 

complaining, where you went on the tour, are the people 

who won't let it pass through there.  

The lawyer told me directly to my mouth for the 

PCT, the reason it wouldn't move to there is because 

they can't get that last few mile or two to go through 

Oak Creek Canyon, and those are the people that are 

complaining about the PCT.  I'm done.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Next, Jan, if you could come up, please. 

JAN RINTAMAKI:  As I said before, my name is Jan 

Rintamaki.  I'm with Polaris Industries.  We 

manufacture all-terrain vehicles, side-by-sides, 

motorcycles along with electric vehicles.  And I've 

been with Polaris for 12 years in a number of different 
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roles, director of marketing for off-road vehicles and 

government relations.  I'm here to talk to you today 

about our Rider X initiative.  That's kind of what 

riding looks like in Minnesota if you're wondering.

So I want to talk briefly, Rider X overview, why 

are we doing Rider X.  And then clubs and tourism, it's 

more than just a phone app.  There's specific riding 

tools and there's some ownership tools for Polaris 

owners.  I'm not going to talk about that part.  I'm 

going to talk about all of the free tools that are 

available to the public.  And they're really all about 

supporting the ride.

So we start with mobile apps that are available 

on Apple and Android phones.  You just go to the IOS 

store or Google Play Store.  And we've been able to map 

90 percent of all known off-highway vehicle and 

snowmobile miles in the United States.  We've had over 

a quarter million downloads, over 100,000 registered 

users.  And we're really doing this initiative to 

promote riding and to promote responsible and respected 

access.  

You can get trail maps, see different trail 

types.  I'll give some examples.  You can record rides.  

You can see food, gas, lodging, medical facilities if 

you need it, along with local radar.  And it does work 
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outside of cell coverage.  I'll prove that to you.  I 

mapped out our ride when we went yesterday.  It's kind 

of cool.

So why is Polaris Industries doing Rider X?  

There's really two answers.  Number one to protect the 

ride and number two to grow the support.  As the 

largest off-highway vehicle manufacturer, we always 

know that trail and land access is at risk.  And the 

best way to promote riding and to continue this sport 

is to ride in designated areas on designated routes, 

and that's exactly why we've done this.  We hate these 

kinds of signs and are doing everything that we can to 

promote responsible riding.  The second part is to grow 

the sport -- and, yes, those are my three kids taking 

SVI training on their 50's and 90's, again, in 

Minnesota.  That's why it's so green.  

The number one question facing any user of 

off-highway vehicles or snowmobiles is "Where can I 

ride," right?  Especially when it comes to the younger 

generation, that answer really needs to be provided on 

a mobile device.  Over half of all of our traffic we 

see on our Polaris website today comes from a mobile 

device, and we're talking millions of unique visitors a 

month, so it's already here.  

And, in fact, we've done surveys with our 
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customers, and over 65 percent of them are mapping 

their rides with some type of digital device be it a 

phone app GPS or other handheld device.

What you can do either online, on a tablet or on 

a PC or a mobile phone is plan future trips, import and 

export to GPS, track your rides, review trips, sync 

with your mobile device and use them offline.  I'll 

give you an example from yesterday's ride -- and I just 

pulled these snapshots off of my phone and mapped our 

entire -- we had already mapped the trail areas because 

that's public data, but I did our route, and you can 

see all of the photographs I took.  This is the Joshua 

trees.  They were in bloom, quite beautiful.  And then 

you can see to the right and the left the different 

trail types that we highlight, off-highway motorcycles, 

ATVs, 50 inch or lower ROVs, 50 inch or greater highway 

licensed vehicles.  And then there are map markers on 

the other side that lets you have this information 

offline, so food, fuel, restaurants, lodging, all of 

these things to promote riding.  

And again everything that I've shown up to this 

point is free.  People always ask me because I work for 

Polaris, "Okay, well, what do you do that's not free?"  

And the answer is we can put trail maps on our 

vehicles.  So if you buy a vehicle with a digital 
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display, if you see on the left that's not free.  That 

comes with the vehicle.  Or if you want to connect your 

phone to one of our vehicles to see various telematic 

data, that's not free.  But all of the other riding 

tools and the tools available to promote riding are 

free, and our intention is that they remain that way.

One of the things that we've been able to do 

is -- again, I apologize, these are local Minnesota 

examples.  One of the things we can do with Rider X is 

help connect the dots between agencies.  So when it 

comes to mapping, especially across disparate ownership 

of land, right, we work with the Forest Service, the 

BLM, the State Department of Natural Resources and the 

counties to actually connect the dots.  

In Minnesota, I've taken rides where if I use 

the paper map, I would need five or six to actually 

figure out where I'm going because when I cross into a 

different jurisdiction, I have to relook at a bunch of 

different areas, or I just use my phone, and I just use 

my phone.  Again, this is all intended to protect the 

sport for future generations.  

As far as what you can do specifically -- and 

here I'm highlighting riderx.com.  Because it's easier 

to do some of these things on a full PC, even though 

you can use them -- you can do it on a tablet as well, 
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is you can edit trail information, so open and closed 

status, a trail name, a difficulty level, scenic 

ratings, the vehicle class allowed, the trail 

description, right, all of these different tools 

available for volunteers or for agencies.  

We also have tools for clubs, so you can enter 

equipment maintenance records that came out of users 

that would forget how they maintain their trailers, you 

know, I can't remember if I repacked the wheel bearings 

or replaced my tires and such.  So we provided that 

service as well.

They can promote or import or export rides so 

that they can promote events in the area, and they can 

do club promotions for nonmembers.  Again, that's to 

promote volunteerism and to promote the sport and have 

people riding in proper areas.

And how do you get -- if you were to ask -- 

because this question comes up frequently:  "How do you 

get trails on to Rider X?  We let anybody in the public 

map their own ride and keep it privately for them.  But 

in order to promote trails to the public, you know, 

view, we've got a vetting process.  And it's different 

in the eastern part of the United States versus the 

western part of the United States.  

It essentially involves filling out an 
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application and validating they're a member of a club 

with bylaws.  They've got private insurance and they've 

got an operating agreement with the local land 

management agencies so that the local land management 

agency has the final authority on, A, what the trails 

are and, B, whether they should be promoted to the 

public.

That's it in a nutshell.  And so I really wanted 

to say thank you very much.  The ride yesterday was 

outstanding.  I'm happy to answer questions.  And, 

again, we're really -- our intention to do this is to 

promote the sport, to make sure people are riding in 

appropriate areas and to bring younger generations into 

the category.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  I'd like to see if 

any of the Commissioners have any questions or 

comments?  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'd like to thank you, 

Jan.  You're a good representative for the sport, and I 

think the opportunity here to let a lot of folks know 

that there's a bigger picture out there from the 

industry, the motorcycle and ATV and snowmobile 

industry.  They're not just self-serving, and they've 

got other avenues that can -- you know, to give back I 

guess I should say.  
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And if you could just touch on just briefly your 

foundation, just some of the other things that you have 

within your -- 

JAN RINTAMAKI:  Sure, sure.  First of all, we do 

spend millions of dollars a year on the Rider X 

initiative.  It's free, and so that's one of the ways 

we're continuing to give back not only in the United 

States but we're also starting to work in other 

countries as well.  

We have a Polaris Foundation that's focused on 

youth safety, the environment and the communities where 

our facilities and our employees and stakeholders work, 

live and play.  One of those initiatives is a ten-year 

year relationship with the National Boy Scouts to 

promote ATV safety and to start to create exceptional 

riding experiences in their high adventure camps.  We 

also have a trails Grants Program where we give money 

to applicants that are members of trail associations or 

volunteer clubs to do things like repair bridges or do 

training or, you know, promote access.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  You know, I just -- I really 

appreciate the fact that Polaris, which is an American 

company that makes -- American-made products is what 

you sell. 
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JAN RINTAMAKI:  Yes. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Is being the leader in technology 

and kind of jumping on to this -- because we're seeing, 

you know, with the youth, as an example that you 

pointed out, that, you know, everyone -- I've got a 

tablet set in front of me.  A kid, my daughter, is 

always on whatever her thing is.  She's 24.  All of her 

friends, the people I know, they plan and live their 

lives based around all this mobile type platform.  

And, you know, I just hope that this is 

something that we can embrace as an OHV community.  

Because mapping and stuff -- like I use the Garmin GPS 

when I go, and it's not that accurate because it 

doesn't -- it will show something.  It just shows a 

trail.  It doesn't give the type of trail, I mean other 

than if it's a road or a trail.  It doesn't say if it's 

a hiking trail versus a motorized trail.  It doesn't 

say if it's a motorcycle trail versus an ATV trail.  

All of that type of information is in your app.  

It also allows the land manager to open and 

close trails, say if they're doing a trail rotation on 

a SVRA and whatever have you, and they have one that's 

seasonally closed.  That's the type of direction I 

believe that our community needs to look at and go in 

because that's really -- the tech side of it is the 
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future of being able to manage the information part of 

the OHV program.  

So I really appreciate you coming here and doing 

this and making this presentation.  I'm hoping that 

we'll see you again maybe at the NOHVCC conference. 

JAN RINTAMAKI:  Absolutely, I'll be at the 

NOHVCC conference. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Maybe people can actually go out 

and use it on the ground and use it around Prairie City 

and see how that works for them. 

JAN RINTAMAKI:  Sure.

CHAIR CABRAL:  And then we can go from there.

JAN RINTAMAKI:  Thank you very much.  

Again, the part that shows the information is 

really working in collaboration with the land managers 

and those volunteers.  Without the collaboration, we 

can't get that public data out there.  And, again, my 

kids can -- you know, they'll take my mobile, and they 

can program it faster than I can, and they just give it 

back to me, and I'm like, "What did you do?"  It's way 

better.  So I completely get it.  

And if you do have questions, happy to answer 

them.  And really appreciate the time, and I look 

forward to working together with you guys in the 

future.  We're continuing to make improvements to the 
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technology.  We listen strongly to our land managers 

and our volunteers that give us suggestions and put 

that on the list of the improvements.  

Thank you very much for your time. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

(Audience applause.)

PUBLIC COMMENT on AGENDA ITEM VI(A)-(C) reports 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  We'll move on here.  Next 

thing would be the public comment on the federal 

reports that we've had from the Forest Service, BLM and 

stuff.  So that would be on the agenda items, the green 

tags.  So I will move forward with that.  

First person I have up here would be Bruce 

Miller followed by Dave Pickett.  

BRUCE MILLER:  Hi.  Bruce Miller, again, and I 

apologize I wasn't able to attend the morning session.  

So I'm not sure -- I've heard it mentioned, but I don't 

know that it was an agenda item.  

But I did want to quickly address the PCT and 

the Piutes and route designations in the Piutes.  This 

body in about 2003, I believe, over a course of a 

number of years, entered into a memorandum of intent to 

have the National Forests inventory, designate routes 

and prohibit cross-country travel.  And that was an 

agreement between this organization and the U.S. Forest 
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Service.  That did not occur for the Piutes.  

$12 million that you spent, and that didn't occur.

Then the 2005 Travel Management Rule came along, 

and the Sequoia National Forest was toward the end of 

that time -- they had it staggered, and they were due 

to have their travel management plan come out in 2009.  

They had money and worked on it, but then the Piute 

Fire came along and decided that it would be unfair to 

analyze that area immediately post fire and delayed it.  

Again, the 2005 Travel Management Planning Rule, the 

routes -- which called for the routes to be 

inventoried, analyzed and designated, been a 

prohibition on cross-country travel, which California 

already basically started before the Feds got involved.

A third effort was made post 2005 management 

rule -- Plan and Travel Management Rule.  This was 

about 2009, 2010, where a preferred route designation 

was come up -- proposal, draft environmental impact 

statement, and the process was put on hold again.  That 

was again done with money that you guys did in a grant, 

and it's been on hold ever since.  

Now we have the Pacific Crest Trail issue, which 

has been touched on, I believe.  I believe the 

Commissioners are somewhat familiar with some of the 

problems with it.  These routes deserve to get analyzed 
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and designated.  It's been three goes at it, and three 

no results.  And ten years, a decade, of this, and it's 

ridiculous.  And now we see one reason why it's a 

problem with the Pacific Crest Trail.

Now, quickly to the Pacific Crest Trail, they 

have a travel management.  There is a comprehensive -- 

let me start again.  

Pacific Crest Trail Comprehensive Management 

Plan, it's inclusive.  It covers the entire length of 

the trail.  It's federal.  It's the Washington, D.C. 

level Department of Agriculture.  And for some 

reason -- and I could speculate, but I'm not going 

to -- the powers that be, the Pacific Crest Trail 

coordinator for the Forest Service and the PCTA have 

chosen to initiate change, management change, via the 

Forest Travel Management Plan revision process.  

So we're taking a national scenic trail which 

has one overall encompassing travel -- not travel 

management but comprehensive management plan.  And 

instead of revising it, we're going to now go through 

each individual forest revision process.  I think 

there's 24, 25 forests on the Pacific Crest Trail, and 

individually go through that process and institute -- 

initiate change that way.  What sense does that make?

And personally, you know, the original PCT plan, 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

196

the travel management plan, recognizes that the PCT 

will cross private properties and will be actually 

other user experiences as part of the PCT experience.  

Thank you. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Sir, if you could just for a 

second -- you said you missed the morning segment.  We 

have created a subcommittee that's going to be the PCT 

subcommittee.  That's going to be directed -- just 

starting with the issue in the Sequoia is one of the 

ones we're mainly going to be focused on along with the 

area in the Bean Canyon area.  So those are going to be 

the couple of areas we're going to focus on to begin 

with, and we'll move on from there. 

BRUCE MILLER:  And I thank you for that.  I 

apologize, I live in Bakersfield, and I partook in the 

tour yesterday.  It was a bit tough to get everything 

done and get here.  Even if this body all they said 

was:  We would ask the PCT to manage their trail per 

their comprehensive management plan, period, or amend 

it. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  I'm going to make sure that they 

focus on that.  Thank you. 

BRUCE MILLER:  The reason they said they didn't 

want to amend it is because the last time they tried to 

amend it, they got 20,000 letters.  So what, that's the 
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public process. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  I know.  As they're fond of 

saying, it's not a popularity contest.  It doesn't 

matter how many they get, it's quality of the comment. 

BRUCE MILLER:  Yeah, I assume the 20,000 letters 

were not necessarily supportive of the amendment.  

Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Dave Pickett followed by John 

Stewart.  Dave is passing.  

So we have John Stewart followed by Mesonika, 

which I think she left.  

JOHN STEWART:  John Stewart, California 

Association of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs.  

I've got to tier off of what the previous 

speaker said is that I'm really disappointed with the 

Forest Service and especially the Sequoia Forest for 

their lack of attention to this matter of completing 

travel management in the Piutes.  I have yet to find 

another forest that has failed to complete their travel 

management as required.  I acknowledge that the Forest 

Service with the Piutes have special circumstances in 

that a fire burned through there, and it had a burn 

area recovery unit process to go through.  Well, they 

went through that.  

The previous Forest Supervisor, Tina Terrell did 
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introduce a scoping process.  We went through the 

scoping process.  We went through everything with -- 

ready to release the draft environmental impact 

statement for travel management.  Tina Terrell was 

replaced by Kevin Elliot, and everything was put on 

hold and has been put on hold since, and the current 

Forest Supervisor is claiming lack of funding, although 

this Commission provided over $10 million to 

Region Five for travel management.  It's essentially an 

unsatisfactory turn of events that is now still 

waiting.

With respect to Bureau of Land Management, I'm 

heartened to hear about the DRECP and how it is now 

being broke out into three separate planning efforts.  

This fits with the desire that I felt it should be, and 

I am looking forward to the BLM finishing their public 

portion, the public lands portion, and we could see 

what exactly is going to happen or what the full impact 

of OHV -- to OHV recreation will be, and hopefully they 

will acknowledge that the long-distance OHV touring 

opportunities are at risk in the desert region.

And that brings up kind of a combination effort 

here, is that the majority of the OHV opportunity in 

the State of California exists on BLM and Forest 

Service lands and yet an inordinate amount of effort 
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and discussion is pointed out and brought up to 

single-track trails and ATV types.  

I'd also like to mention that being a member of 

the four-wheel drive community is that four-wheel drive 

provides the predominant amount of the gas tax funding 

into this system and receives the least amount of 

benefit from the system within respect to the SVRAs and 

the Forest Service and BLM where we receive our 

benefit, we would like to see that -- those particular 

trails enhanced and worked on.  

Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  Mesonika, she's left, 

okay.  Tim Redmond?  Okay.  

Nick Haris followed by Ed Waldheim.  

NICK HARIS:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  

Nick Haris, American Motorcyclist Association.  

We've heard a lot of good stuff.  I don't want 

to go on too long, but I wanted to thank the Forest 

Service in particular for that Q enduro meeting that we 

had.  I thought it really was a good experience for 

myself as well as for the other folks that attended.  

And quite frankly there was just a little bit of 

misunderstanding.  I think the clubs could have done a 

better job of explaining this new format.  The Forest 

Service did a good job of reaching out and listening.  
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I'm very pleased with the discussion we heard earlier 

today from Garrett as well as the time that Kathy gave 

us on this subject.  

And I think we will not see that problem in the 

future frankly.  I think it was a really good 

discussion.  I've talked with my counterparts back in 

Ohio where this issue may or may not come up in other 

forests, in other parts of the country, but I just 

wanted them to know what we had done on it.  I think it 

was a really good discussion.  

Other than that I'm happy to hear the BLM and 

the commitment between State Parks and BLM, and I know 

that there's a number of people that are concerned by 

some of the changes they're seeing either at the area 

yesterday or just in general.  And Ocotillo Wells, of 

course, being now out for their general plan 

amendments, and I'm happy to hear the commitment, and 

I'm confident that we will get to a place that we need 

to be.  I don't know that it will be tomorrow, but it 

will happen.  

I thank all of you for your time and effort on 

this.  Thank you. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Ed Waldheim followed by Randy Jordan.  

ED WALDHEIM:  Ed Waldheim.  
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In front you Commissioners and Ted, I opened up 

the map, the San Bernardino map.  The reason for that 

is you need to open it please and look at the 

ramifications of the Johnson Valley loss of 

opportunity.  And it's clearly marked there.  And 

Katrina Symons, the field manager from Barstow Field 

Office, marked it up.  You see some hashmarks on there.  

There are private properties that she wants people to 

get away from that are giving them problems.  So this 

is the latest of the latest of the military expansion 

so you know what's going on down in that area.

As far as the Forest Service is concerned, Don 

Amador sent me an e-mail.  He wants to make sure that 

the Forest Service somehow simplifies the process of 

the permits and the cost recovery.  We have put in 

millions of dollars into the Forest Service and the BLM 

for that matter that the trails should be cleared by 

now.  It should be a no-brainer.  We have designated 

trails.  What in the God's effort are we all of a 

sudden coming up with cost recovery.  We already paid 

upfront, totally paid upfront.  So that's something 

that the agencies needs to work on, both the BLM and 

the Forest Service needs to work on.

Last issue that's under the BLM is the PCT, the 

famous PCT.  Diana asked to make sure she wants to see 
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a report on what of the tickets.  You have sheriffs 

behind me here that can answer that.  The Kern County 

sheriffs are here.  

One of the issues I found out that flabbergasts 

me is when Beth Boice came to the Friends of Jawbone 

and she showed us the plan that they've having to work 

on the "supposedly" intrusions on the PCT.  And I kept 

asking, "What are you talking about?"  

Well, they are in an area that is private 

property.  There is one section only, 640 acres.  It's 

unclassified as we have all over the area -- California 

City has three, four different BLM signs.  They ride 

wherever they want to.  There is not a single sign, not 

one single sign, on the property that you can't ride 

your OHV or that the PCT happened to be put in there.  

It's the question of the airport syndrome.  Why didn't 

they stop?  God's earth, they know it's an area being 

used by OHV, by the people.  Why would they go and put 

the PCT in there?  It doesn't make any sense.  

I was talking to Jane.  I said, "The only way 

you could solve that instead of putting restoration 

money down the rat hole, fence it on both sides.  If 

you want to insist on going on that piece of property, 

fence the PCT on both sides, and we're done.  We don't 

have to worry about it.  Anything else that you do 
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right now is a total waste of money.  And I worry about 

it because the restoration money, we need it 

desperately in those areas that are no longer trails 

that we use.  That's where we use the restoration money 

during the route designation process.  So I don't like 

to throw money down the rat hole.  That's one 

suggestion I made in the grant, that they change it to 

put a fence on both sides then we can keep going.  

Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Randy Jordan?  Pass.  

Tom Tammone followed by Randy Banis. 

TOM TAMMONE:  Tom Tammone.  

Regarding the Forest Service report, we've 

always done our best as off-roaders to do everything we 

can to reach out to the users and not be a bother.  You 

know, we use sound meters.  This one is a personal one.  

I bought it with my own money.  We do everything we 

can.  And well now we're hearing about electric bikes 

are being too quiet.  Put some cards in the spokes like 

you did when you were kids.

But, anyway, we do -- we always do our best.  

Last few meetings we've been to, the equestrian users 

have proved to be rather frustrating.  They just want 

their own trails, and that's all they ever say.  I will 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

204

say that fast-moving objects that don't make any noise 

are a problem for equestrians.  They've been scaring 

the living daylight out of the horses.  It is something 

we need to deal with.  

But as far as all of this electric bike stuff, 

those cars that get better mileage, really concerned 

about the fuel tax stuff.  That brings up to me that 

this program is going to sunset in three years.  We've 

really got to start thinking about how you fund this in 

the future.  

Thank you. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Randy Banis followed by Doug Varner. 

RANDY BANIS:  Thank you for having me up again.  

My name is Randy Banis.  

And this time I'd like to speak to you as the 

newly-elected chairman of the Public Lands Roundtable 

of Ridgecrest, formally the Ridgecrest Steering 

Committee.  We've been around for over 20 years, and 

it's a representative body of different interests in 

the Ridgecrest area, and we focus on public lands 

issues.  

I have a few points to make about the San 

Andreas District report, please, and specifically about 

the East Kern acquisition properties.  This first 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

205

statement, Fred Wiley from the Off-Road Business 

Association joins me in asking you to respect the 

entrenched multiple-use recreation fabric that makes up 

the East Kern and the Jawbone area.  The remoteness and 

the primitiveness was something that you saw yesterday.  

That's very special and very unique for an area that 

enjoys such strong OHV use.  I believe, in that area, 

less is going to be more.

I also would encourage you to abandon the 

thoughts of a consolidation by acquiring the BLM 

parcels.  I think that criticizing the BLM's work in 

that area right now would be unfounded, but frankly 

unhelpful given the big challenges you all have ahead 

of you with respect to the planning efforts in that 

area on your newly-acquired properties.  I honestly 

don't think there is any shortage of effort that's 

going to be required to make this work, and you have in 

front of you an opportunity I believe to make one of 

the finest models of partnerships that anyone has ever 

seen with regard to the management of public lands.  

So I would encourage you to continue to work on 

an effective memo of understanding with the BLM and 

with your nonprofit partners and to take that step and 

address those important issues in front of you now 

including your general plan.  So that's where I think 
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you should focus those discussions.

And, lastly, our Public Lands Roundtable of 

Ridgecrest used to have a representative from the 

Department of State Parks.  Given that you're neighbors 

and part of the community of East Kern now, we would be 

very grateful to have a representative come to our 

monthly meetings and participate on the Ridgecrest 

Public Lands Roundtable.  

In all fairness, the Division has been sending a 

person to take notes and to listen to our discussions, 

but we'd like to have somebody at the table who can 

join us in the conversation and who's authorized to 

provide us updates and participate in the information 

sharing that the Public Lands Roundtable of Ridgecrest 

does each month.  

Thank you very much for this second opportunity 

to talk to you.  Good luck and welcome to Palmdale.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Doug Varner.  

DOUG VARNER:  I would like to address your 

subcommittee on the Pacific Crest Trail.  

A couple of points I would like you to look at 

is the section around the Bean Canyon area that we've 

been talking about -- is a temporary location of the 

Pacific Crest Trail.  Take that into consideration with 
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your subcommittee.  

Also, I would suggest that you talk to the 

hikers on the Pacific Crest Trail.  I've talked to 56 

hikers, not one complaint of off-road vehicle use on 

the Pacific Crest Trail.  Most of these hikers said, 

"This looks like a great area for off-road vehicle 

recreation."  Some of the hikers even used off-road 

vehicles and wanted to come back to this area to try 

it.  I've talked to Colonel Conlin about the way to 

talk to the hikers so you don't take my word for it, 

but you can get an independent study of the hikers and 

their reaction to the off-highway vehicle use in this 

area.  

Thank you very much.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Okay.  That ends the public comment on the 

federal section of our meeting so far.  

On the Deputy Director's reports we'll pick 

up -- I believe it's the budget updates.  

Oh, yes, absolutely.  Let's take a 10-minute 

break, and we'll come back. 

(Returned at 2:50 from a break starting at 2:34 p.m.) 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Let's reconvene.  

We're in the program reports, Deputy Director, 

and we're looking at -- we're down in the budget 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

208

updates.

AGENDA ITEM VI(D) - PROGRAM REPORTS - Deputy Director's 

Report 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Yes.  And before we 

take off into that, just a couple of things real quick.  

First off, I want to make mention -- we 

mentioned this yesterday at the tour, but there may be 

a couple of folks that weren't on the tour that are 

here today.  

Our Chief, Phil Jenkins, his father passed away 

earlier this week.  His father, Ranger Ray Jenkins, had 

actually been the first appointed deputy director of 

the Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Division and was a 

great force in the park system.  So if you don't mind, 

I'd just like to take a moment.  Do a moment of silence 

for him and for the family, the Jenkins family.  

(Moment of silence observed.)  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Thank you.  

There's going to be a service, and if you want 

to attend just check in with us.  That is going to be 

going in Fresno tomorrow, and it will be in the 

afternoon.  So if you want any more information, please 

hit up my staff.

I want to thank everybody that contributed to 

this, all of the people who showed up today and 
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yesterday.  Wonderful job by both Friends of Jawbone 

and OHV staff and BLM in hosting and making that thing 

happen.  Those are like a duck on the water.  You know, 

they look real smooth on top but underneath there's all 

sorts of churn.  There was a lot of churn to make that 

happen.  Hats off to everybody.  It really did look 

good, and I think we got a great look at a beautiful 

piece of land that is going to now be in solid 

possession of the citizens and visitors to this great 

state.  So very happy to be able to do that. 

(Audience applause.)  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  There's been a lot of 

discussion over the course of the last two days about 

land ownership and who owns what.  And some of that has 

been finger pointing, and some of it has been talking 

about cooperation.  You've also heard a lot of 

discussions about things like the DRECP, WEMO.  We've 

talked a little bit about the effects of some of those 

things like the solar farms, and we've talked about 

even some of the bills that are in front of Congress 

that are locking down the areas out here.

For many of us, we remember a day when there was 

a wild, wild west, when there was wide-open spaces, 

when you literally could drive for miles and not see a 

fence post.  Unfortunately, those days are not there 
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anymore.  Just like being connected used to be having a 

dime in your pocket and a paper map and a buddy with a 

car, okay, that's no longer the case.  Now everybody is 

interconnected on widgets and tools and everything 

else.

So in today's world, the DRECP and WEMO and some 

of these congressional bills and all sorts of other 

factors are basically going to lock down every square 

inch of the land in California.  We need to understand 

that.  

We also need to understand that in a world like 

that, just like in a connected world, collaboration is 

survival.  If we want to be able to do the things we 

want to do on public lands, we have got to collaborate.  

We cannot point fingers at each other.  We cannot say, 

"This is my land.  This is how I'm going to run it."  

We have to say, "This is our land.  This how we're 

going to run it.  This is how we are going to cooperate 

and collaborate."  It really is the only way we're 

going to be able to make it happen.  

Because if we have differences between us, I put 

on my hat from being a marine, that's where your enemy 

finds your gaps and exploits them.  There can be no 

gaps between us.  We all want to be able to use this 

great freedom we have, this great life, liberty, 
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pursuit of happiness on public lands.  We all need to 

figure out a way to cooperate and collaborate to have 

that happen.  

I like the fact there was some discussion in 

that.  I didn't like the fact that there was some 

finger pointing.  I'd like us to get to the point of 

more and more collaboration on all of these issues.  

It's there.  We just have to build it.  Okay.  I'm done 

with my sermon now.  Right.  

I want to go to -- now we're going to have a 

couple of reality checks.  We're going to go to some of 

the director's reports.  I hate to say this, but the 

next report is going to be on the budget -- actually, 

it's some fairly good news, okay?  So Maria.

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(2) - PROGRAM REPORTS - Deputy 

Director's Report - Budget Update 

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  Good afternoon, 

Commissioners, public.  

I will be presenting on the budget for the 

2015/16 Governor's proposed budget.  The copy of the 

report should be behind Tab No. 8, and a copy should be 

available for the public in the back.  It's got a brief 

summary of the report.  There's also a copy of that 

Governor's proposed budget, which I can help interpret.  

Thank you, Dave, kind of hard -- anyway.  
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So the Governor proposed expenditures in the 

amount of $92 million plus beginning July 2015 as long 

as the Legislature signs and approves the budget.  This 

is a slight decrease in the planned expenditures from 

2014/15 due to restrictions mainly in any 

infrastructure.  Only new capital outlays approved for 

specific exemptions, which include public health and 

safety or revenue generation.

Finally, the Governor proposes another repayment 

of loans from Special Funds to the General Fund.  There 

is a line item in the budget that makes the second 

payment from the 2010, $21 million loan from the OHV 

Trust Fund.  

This concludes my report, and I can entertain 

any questions.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioners.  Eric.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Thank you, Maria, for that 

brief report.  So I have a couple of questions.

Capital outlay, did I hear you right that 

basically capital projects are only going to be for 

health and safety this year?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  Correct.  There was a 

budget letter that came out from the Department of 

Finance that the Governor is not proposing any new 

capital outlay.  So the capital outlay that's in the 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

213

budget is about 1.4 million from the Trust Fund, which 

is for re-appropriations and continuing projects from 

the past.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Okay.  So in order for us 

to get things done like the general plan for the East 

Kern properties, how do we work over that hurdle?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  So a general plan, we 

would need to do a support BCP.  That is not considered 

a capital outlay project.  

Capital outlay is buildings, new roads, 

restrooms.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Okay.  Thank you for the 

clarification.

Are there any significant capital outlay 

projects that we've had to shelf for this budget year 

that are going to affect the SVRAs and the operations 

thereof that you can think of?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  Well, currently, we're in 

the middle of several general plan updates, and so 

there aren't a lot of projects that are slated for new 

infrastructure, if that makes sense.  So because we 

don't have final general plans, we cannot do any new 

improvements to the parks.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Okay. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  So the normal 
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process -- and we also have had a relationship with 

A&D, the architectural design folks in the department, 

but we do a five-year plan, and we've been running a 

five-year plan.  So through a lot of good work with 

them, it's really not hurting us at this point.  

Once we get these general plans approved, then 

very similar to what you work with and others work 

with, the general plan leads to a master plan.  The 

master plan will be for building the infrastructure in 

those areas if there is any additional infrastructure 

required.  That's where we would be looking at these 

capital outlays.  

Now, this does not appear to be a permanent 

thing.  This is just simply the Governor looking at 

trying to keep spending at a certain level while they 

build up reserves.  That's fairly good news for us 

because part of that buildup is the repayment of the 

Special Fund loans.  So, you know, you kind of give a 

little, get a little.  So the give is not a lot of 

capital outlay right now.  The get is putting that 

money back in.  I think it was -- it's a total of 

21 million that we're getting back, but I think it was 

11 million in the last budget year and 10 million this 

budget year.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Right.  Okay.  I think 
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that answers my questions.  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Teresa.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Thank you.  I had just a 

couple of questions as well just because the capital 

outlay section is just bulked.  I wanted to know which 

projects those included.  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  So the 1.4 million for 

capital outlay for '15/'16 are the continuation 

finishing up of the Carnegie Road Reconstruction 

Project, and then the -- 

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  That's it.  So you have 

it delineated on here, but I didn't know if that was it 

or there were more.

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  More?

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Projects.  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  Outside of the '15/'16?  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Outside of the 

1.4 million.  Excuse me, let rephrase my question.  I'm 

so sorry for confusing you.

The 1.4, only Carnegie and only Oceano Dunes?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  Correct.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Okay.  I thought there 

was more projects. 

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  No, that's it.  1.4 is not 

a lot of money for capital outlay.  
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COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  All right.  And then our 

local assistance grants is at 26 million, and that's 

for this year?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  That would be for the next 

fiscal year.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Okay.  And is that a 

decrease or is that the same?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  That's the same as last 

year and the year before. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  What may cause 

confusion is last year we had some carryover money for 

restoration grants, and we were able -- because people 

were able to kind of energize that sector, we were able 

to get a lot more applications in.  We were able to use 

that money, and I think it -- we have grants folks 

here?  I think the plus, it was about five or $6,000 

[sic] of additional restoration money that had not been 

spent in previous years, we were able to get spent.  So 

that was great news for us, but that was a one-time 

kind of deal.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  And then my last 

question, if you can give clarification on this -- the 

$10 million, the decrease?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  Yes.  So last year we had 

about 12 million slated for capital outlay, and then we 
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also had money for -- one-time money for the BCPs that 

we got approved for.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  What is that?  P what?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  Budget change proposal.  

We put in a budget change proposal for the budget for 

'14/'15, which included the project for Onyx -- or the 

Eastern Kern County Acquisition, the Hollister Hills 

Trails Project and the Hungry Valley Quail Canyon 

Special Use Area.  So we were able to get staffing and 

equipment, one-time money in '14/'15 so we have 

staffing available for the San Andreas District.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Okay.  So you -- 

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  Would you like me to 

explain the whole budget change proposal, just the 

process?  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  No, that's fine.  No, I 

understand this, but I didn't know what that decrease 

was, you know, comprised of, but you explained this, 

and it's one time, so. 

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  The first-year money, yes.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Got it.  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  No other Commissioners?  Okay.  

Thank you, Maria.

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(3) - PROGRAM REPORTS - Deputy 

Director's Report - SVRA 2014 Attendance Study 
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think next up we've 

got the attendance study.  

DAVID ROLLOFF:  Hi, everyone.  I'm David Rolloff 

from Cal State Sacramento.  Oh, I got all excited.  Tom 

is the one who told me to wear a tie today. 

OHMVR STAFF BERNARDO:  Good afternoon, 

Commissioners.  Tom Bernardo, OHMVR Division.  

The reason I'm here is because Natalie Lohi -- 

she's the outreach and education manager, and she's 

unable to be here today.  And so I'm in her place.  

Natalie oversaw this contract with CSU Sacramento for 

about three years.  

So it started in 2010 and ended the end of last 

year, so it's a pretty long study.  The study itself I 

think was about 166 pages, so rather than read that to 

you, David is here to give a short summary of what they 

found out in the study.  

So excellent study, and I think it's really 

going to help us in terms of the Fuel Tax Study we 

talked about a little bit earlier today, too, because 

it will help Caltrans answer some of the questions 

regarding gathering attendance data for the SVRAs.  

So we have Dr. David Rolloff, who is a co-author 

of this study.  

DAVID ROLLOFF:  Thank you, Commissioners and 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

219

State Parks staff, for a great opportunity.  I'd like 

to say that experiences like this are part of my 

continuing education.  I actually should be in a 

visitor management class right now.  So I will go back 

next week with a lot more stories, and I'm just bummed 

I didn't get a picture of the Port-a-Potty being towed 

behind us because it was a great image.  

At any rate, it's also admirable to be around so 

many people who are highly committed to the public 

lands system in California, interest groups and agency 

people.  And I've appreciated your candor and your lack 

of pause sometimes.  And also if there was ever any 

question, you are being invaded by Minnesotans, so in 

another two hours you will all leave the room speaking 

like Jan and me.  I'm a Minnesotan, but I've lived in 

California and been at Sac State for 12 years.  

My colleague, Beth Erickson, has been at 

Sac State for about eight years.  She could not be here 

today because of illness.  She is not well at all.  

We're all a little bit nervous about that.  And then 

Dr. Amy Mickel had a conference in Hawaii and struggled 

over deciding between Palmdale and Hawaii.  And she 

sends her regards as well.

We are from the little CSU up the road from 

state government.  Sacramento State is 75 majors shy of 
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being bigger than Chico State, I'd like to repeat, so 

we're going to be the big recreation program very soon.  

We initiated a study a number of years ago with 

Jason DeWall at Prairie City who saw the need for 

consistency across all SVRAs.  I think in a 

conversation he and I were having when he was a student 

in my program, that they needed a little bit more 

consistency.  A couple of years later there was the 

recognition that more attendance data was needed to 

support management in the policy with SB 742, and at 

the time Phil Jenkins also saw that if we were going to 

be sending a lot of people out into the field, it was 

probably also a good idea to collect a lot of 

information about visitors.

To its credit, California State Parks collects a 

lot of visitor information in contrast with some of its 

other agencies.  I've worked with State Parks for eight 

years in several different divisions on visitor 

surveys, which have not been cheap.  I always say that 

visitor data is expensive.  And what we have wanted to 

do was spend money on visiting with people in the field 

to collect the most accurate data that can survive 

public scrutiny challenges on a lot of different 

levels.  

So if you have any questions about the reports, 
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there will be a little bit of time after this.  I 

actually set my own timer, so I will leave time for 

questions.  My dad who is a professor and he always 

said, "Boy, you know, if you ask a lot of questions, 

you get a lot of data."  So obviously there's more than 

we can go into today.  One of my colleagues in the 

audience suggested that I read a lot of statistics to 

you.  So I'm going to forgo that and flash through what 

we did as part of this study.

The study yielded two reports.  The first is 

much longer.  It's actually 150 pages longer than my 

dissertation was.  It's a lot of information about 

attendance levels, a lot of information about visitors 

to your SVRA system.  

The second report was written by Amy Mickel, and 

it is a report that forecasts -- or projects the amount 

of visits in the system in the future, and that report 

is actually in draft form because I think Amy still has 

some data that she's going to report on.  Amy Mickel is 

not in Recreation Parks and Tourism with Beth and me.  

She's actually in the College of Business, and her 

background is in economics.

The objectives of our study were primarily 

focused on reviewing how SVRAs measure attendance, and 

this was focused on the conversion factors which are -- 
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which are determined several times a season it seemed.  

I'd like to point out early on in this study 

that the National Park Service, I don't think has set a 

conversion factor since 1974.  State Parks is much more 

stringent on detecting changes in visitation.  What the 

we wanted to do was come in, look at current 

attendance, recommend some new methodologies that were 

perhaps more consistent across SVRAs and then report 

the data to you all.  And I notice there's a report 

outside, a printed copy of the report, on the table 

outside if anybody wants to take a peek at that.

The background image was taken from I think 

about 5,000 feet on one of your surveys over Ocotillo 

Wells SVRA from a Fish and Wildlife plane that we used.  

One of the lessons that I've had since starting to 

study motorized recreation is that we can't study it 

like we normally study recreation visitors.  We need to 

study people more like we study elk in the coast range.  

Wildlife is a better model sometimes for studying by 

aerial surveys, and so that was one of the methods that 

we used.

We looked at each method for attendance data 

across all SVRAs.  Beth Erickson and I visited each 

SVRA.  Our visit to Ocotillo Wells was on a 112-degree 

day in June a few years ago, and we really didn't see 
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many visitors, of course, at that point.  But we 

learned a lot from each SVRA about how they collect 

data at each site, and that was part of establishing 

methods that we recommend for future attendance.

We discerned three types of SVRAs.  The 

controlled access sites seemed pretty easy.  We called 

them gated communities because use filters in through 

one or two locations.

Open access sites proved a little more 

challenging but not too much of a problem for measuring 

use and contacting visitors because use was also 

relatively funneled in.  

It was the open access site at Ocotillo Wells 

that was a particular challenge to us.  And, again, 

that's where I went and sniffed around the methods for 

studying wildlife and elk herds a little bit more than 

I did of how I normally study recreation visitors to 

park systems as far as developing recreation for 

estimating visitor use of which I think might be 

something that we will need to build on in the future 

with looking at use in the desert here.  I have a close 

associate who has also recommended that we buy a blimp 

and outfit it with high-resolution cameras as well.  

You can paint a big smiley face on a blimp except that 

makes it easier to shoot down, and this is from an Air 
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Force colonel who recommends blimps.

Methods for controlled access sites primarily 

focused on collection of data from visitors as they 

entered the site.  And this is what I call the Beth 

Erickson memorial keyboard.  Beth repeatedly visited a 

number of sites to encourage the change in how data was 

collected at the park entrances.  And without manager 

support, we would not have been able to make them quite 

a bit more consistent.

Heber Dunes and Clay Pit, we primarily focused 

on vehicle counters and use of on-site staff to report 

those vehicle counters.

Ocotillo Wells was a little more complex.  We 

contracted with Fish and Wildlife to conduct flyovers 

with a professional photographer and counted vehicles 

on many, many, many thousands of photographs.  In the 

background image, you can actually see the circled 

wagon of several RVs from 5,000 feet.

The conversion factors were the primary goal of 

our study.  Some of those were determined using the 

data that we collected from cash registers.  Some were 

through direct observation such as at Oceano Dunes or 

where you had to use what I call the beach chair method 

of research, where we actually had somebody sitting 

with a iPad contacting each vehicle as they entered.  
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And then the open access sites were where we 

conducted surveys with participants.  I'm going to talk 

about those in just a minute.

Amy Mickel's portion of the presentation focuses 

on the forecasting report, which used a time series 

analysis, which is a predictive model that is much more 

complex than I can even go into since it's been a 

number of years since I've had a graduate statistics 

course.  But Amy's predictive modelling stretched our 

study beyond the original scope into the future and 

thinking about use of SVRAs in the future.

Visitor data, this is where we asked a lot of 

questions, and I promise I won't go into all of the 

results, but they were fairly complex.  Each survey was 

developed individually for each SVRA.

Just some overall findings, we did almost 6,000 

interviews.  We had very high response rates, 

tremendously invested visitor population.  The lowest 

response rate was 81 percent at one site, and at 

another SVRA it was 98.3 percent which I have trouble 

believing something would be so high except that 

visitors are very, very invested in access to SVRAs.  

There were 3,000 comments.  This report does not 

include the 150 pages of comments -- 76 pages of 

comments.  Most visitors were from California.  Most 
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SVRA visitors come in groups.  And what surprised me a 

little bit were how many people had kids in their 

groups, and sometimes I think people with kids move 

slower, so they're easier targets for researchers.

Some examples of some of the data that we found 

from our sample shows some correlations that support a 

little bit about what the other Minnesotan spoke of a 

little bit ago.  We saw a correlation with age.  

Younger visitors were more likely to just come on a 

single -- and pay a single visit fee.  Younger visitors 

were also much more likely, of course, to use Facebook 

or social media as part of their visit than us 

oldsters.

We found this across sites.  At Prairie City we 

found the same thing.  Facebook and word of mouth were 

much more common sources of information that was 

correlated with age versus the oldsters who were much 

more likely to use the website or actually attend an 

OHV training.

At Ocotillo Wells, we also asked people about 

their travel patterns, and this is going to be data 

that you'll have in the bank for the future.  And these 

were not surprisingly to most of us the most common 

visit patterns in Ocotillo according to our sample.

We recommended that you continue updating 
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conversion factors regularly; that cash register sites 

seem to be the best, most cost effective place to do 

that; that we study open-access sites fairly regularly 

because we know what changes in cash prices or changes 

in the economy could do in visitation at Ocotillo 

Wells; changes in events as well; look at more 

forecasting methodology for the future in order to make 

predictive modeling for your visits down the road; and 

then using what I called an indicator site methodology 

for Ocotillo Wells, which is basing use estimates in 

observations from overflight data but that are measured 

on the ground at a selected number of parking and 

staging areas.

Questions or comments.  Darn it, I went twelve 

minutes, I meant to go ten.  

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Hi.  Thank you so 

much.  

Can you explain why a conversion factor would 

change seasonally?  

DAVID ROLLOFF:  Heat would be one, obviously.  

Conversion factors are really focused on the number of 

people in a vehicle on a single visit.  But they could 

change between sites as well.  Some of the sites 

probably have more visitors coming in fewer cars than 

other sites.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

228

I'm actually probably not the most expert person 

in the room to answer questions about conversion 

factors, but we found that the seasonal relationship 

was definitely probably the biggest influential factor.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  What about when you 

have seasons like we've just had where it's been 

abnormally warm and drier than in past years, I imagine 

that that would change it as well. 

DAVID ROLLOFF:  Oh, I bet it would.  And this is 

why we always say you need to study this again fairly 

soon.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  It might be a little 

too expensive for that. 

DAVID ROLLOFF:  Yeah, a little bit.  Like I 

said, social data is not cheap.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Just an added point on 

that, you know we heard the brief from Steve Szalay, 

and he was talking about in that service-based 

budgeting and trying to kind of get their arms around 

that.  One of the things they're trying to figure out 

in that service-based budgeting is who's making a call 

on what services are there?  What is present?  

The very interesting thing about this is 

we're -- by using this information, we're able to track 

how many people are coming in the parks.  That's 
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important to us.  Gas tax, interest and obviously trail 

usage and all of those other factors.  

But the other thing is this opens an opportunity 

at some point to start tracking some of the 

demographics and start tracking literally what do 

people want.  We do that via the general plan process.  

That's like every 20 years.  But we start to see an 

opportunity here where you can literally track the 

likes, what do people really like that they're seeing 

in a park.  It's not enough to put that on a website or 

a Facebook site because there's a lot of nontechnical 

guys like me, but I fall right in that slow-moving kid 

guy, you know, that you can probably get a lot of data 

from.  And that helps us in that analysis for that 

service-based budgeting.  

So this really couldn't have come at a better 

time.  And, in fact, Steve Szalay was one of the people 

we briefed on this, and he's very excited about it.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I had a question, Dave, 

about -- not a question, I guess, but -- it is a 

question.

I attended a Parks Forward meeting in Southern 

California maybe this last year, and they had a couple 

of presentations.  And one of them was what I thought 

was a pretty comprehensive presentation of visitor use, 
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future visitor use.  

Are you familiar with the work that Parks 

Forward has done?  

DAVID ROLLOFF:  Not as much as I probably should 

be.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I would suggest that -- 

and, you know, we brought that up at a previous 

meeting -- that somehow you look at that.  They did a 

very extensive study on future visitors and what 

visitors want in parks and things like that. 

DAVID ROLLOFF:  Okay.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  It didn't count visitors, 

but it was really comprehensive.  

And I think these two surveys could probably be 

brought together for some additional information. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Right. 

DAVID ROLLOFF:  I'd also like to just make 

everyone aware about the wealth of data that you now 

have about visitors.  

Sometimes we asked questions because I know 

we're going to need the information in the future.  We 

actually asked quite a few questions about direct 

spending as part of our study, but it was -- it yielded 

so much information, we decided to actually hold off 

from reporting lots of detail about it.  And that same 
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question was used to determine the 40 -- what was it 

$41.78 per-person, per-day spending amount in the 

system overall from 2007.  

So this is accumulated wealth that serves as a 

really nice baseline for 5,000 visitors in a 

scientifically rigorous randomized sample from the SVRA 

system.  So I encourage everyone to remember you have 

this data.  

I'll be retiring in 15 years so I probably will 

outlast many of you, but I encourage you to keep 

remembering this data because it doesn't go away.  It 

still will be useful to look back on.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Why was the direct spending 

of groups per SVRA, why was Oceano Dunes left blank?  

DAVID ROLLOFF:  That's a good question.  They 

had just conducted a large study I think a year or two 

before.  And given the burden that these types of 

studies place on visitors, park managers and even 

myself we decided to not include that right now.  

Because I think they had probably the most spending 

data of any SVRA in the system at least.  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Thank you.  Mine is just 

a comment.  

I really appreciate this information.  I know it 

will be useful for us, you know, as a Division just to 
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do a further analysis on how we're going to use it for 

decisionmakers in the Legislature when we want to push 

X, Y and Z project or push X, Y and Z program, 

especially giving a description of the actual users and 

seeing that the demographics in California is changing.  

It's really relevant, so I appreciate it.  Thank you. 

DAVID ROLLOFF:  Thank you. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I believe that's it.  

Thank you very much.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Thank you very much, 

Doctor.  

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(4) - PROGRAM REPORTS - Deputy 

Director's Report - Grants Program 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  And we're now up to 

grants.  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  Hi.  It's Maria Mowrey 

again presenting Grants Program update.  Sixto couldn't 

be here.  He is smack in the middle of the beginning of 

the grants preliminary application review.

The program kicked off on January 12th with two 

workshops, one in Ontario and the other in Sacramento.  

Each workshop had about 150 attendees, and there were 

19 new applicants attending the workshops.

The prelim applications were due on Monday, 

March 2nd, and now all of the grant administrators are 
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reviewing them.  OLGA is also open now for comment on, 

and those comments are being posted to our website.

On March 2nd we received a total of 224 

projects.  The total dollars represented in those 

projects is $39,517,140.  For this grant cycle for 

'14/'15, we have $26 million available for funding.

Almost all of the categories were oversubscribed 

except for acquisition projects, which didn't have any 

applications submitted.

This year the restoration category, which has 

historically been undersubscribed is now oversubscribed 

in the amount of about 4.5 million, so we have more 

projects than we have available funding.

Another item of interest is that the first 

Native American tribe submitted an application this 

year.  The Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians 

submitted a planning project to possibly create some 

OHV recreational area in their tribal land, which is 

adjacent to the Sierra National Forest.

So the next steps, public and Division comment 

period will end April 6th, and the Division will then 

send all of our comments to each of the applicants 

approximately the second week of April and then also 

post them to the website.  And based on these comments, 

applicants can then revise their applications, which 
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will then be due May 6th.  After those are -- then will 

be posted on June 4th, and after a 30-day appeal 

period, the final awards will be posted on the website 

on Wednesday, July 5th.  

That concludes.

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioners.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  I'd like to know how do 

you -- what's the process for auditing grants after the 

funding has been provided, and what do you collect as 

evidence that the project -- the proposed project was 

followed through with?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  So during the grant -- 

after they've done their work, we do site visits.  The 

grant administrators go out and look at their projects.  

They do a desk review, and they have to show their work 

when we do application payments through receipts and 

pictures, those types of things.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  So we do collect receipts?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  If we have questions, we 

do look for receipts and invoices and those kinds of 

things us.

COMMISSIONER PÉREZ:  Only if you have questions, 

you'll collect receipts?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  I'm not quite sure of the 

full process.  Sixto can probably give a more thorough. 
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We also have the Audit 

Office.  20 percent of all grants are audited in any 

given year, so they're on a rotational basis.  Usually 

that will get to the grant within the time frame 

because many of the grants are multi-year grants, so 20 

percent are done.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Thank you.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Random selection?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Yeah, fairly random, 

you know.  But obviously we don't -- we don't do a 

grant two or three times over that course.  We want to 

make sure that we're doing different grants.  So they 

spread them out.  

So they try to randomize so people don't know, 

so that we go in there and we do the audit, so 

everybody knows that they're subject to it.  We learned 

that from the IRS.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  So eventually, Chris, you do 

get to them, right?  You usually get to all of the 

grants at some point?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Yes, we usually get to 

them all, and that's what Maria was talking about.  

There are kind of two checks that you get.  

The first check is from the grant folks who 

shepherd their own grants.  So the way that Sixto sets 
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it up is each grant administrator has got a region, and 

within that region they're responsible for all of those 

grants, and they go out and do site visits.  

If you tell us you want a grant to build a 

bridge, we go look at the bridge and make sure it's 

actually there.  And the other aspect of that is a 

no-kidding audit that's done via our Audits Office and 

that 20 percent thing that we do.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Hi, Maria.  

So was the restoration the orange one that was 

oversubscribed?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  They were -- all of them 

were oversubscribed.  It was just noted that 

restoration was very much oversubscribed.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  And hadn't been 

previously?  

ADMIN. CHIEF MOWREY:  Correct.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Thank you. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  One thing that I've -- that's 

been made pretty clear to me over the years is that 

from my own observations and the general public has 

been that the law enforcement grants sometimes they end 

up buying really expensive toys, and they don't really 

get law enforcement officials out on the ground.  

So I think that, you know, I just wanted to 
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bring that subject up, and, you know, they don't need 

$12,000 racing motorcycles that are converted to be 

used like the Riverside County Sheriff's Department 

has, and they need to be operating vehicles that are 

more appropriate.  I mean I'm sure Colonel Conlin would 

love to have a Ferrari to drive around in.  He doesn't 

really need one, and he drives a Blazer -- or Tahoe, 

excuse me.  So I think the same thing should apply to 

the sheriff's department and people that apply for 

vehicles.  

The public has made it very clear that they 

would like to have the law enforcement officers out on 

the lands and not in the garage playing with their 

toys, so that's it.

Next item.

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(5) - PROGRAM REPORTS - Deputy 

Director's Report - SVRA General Plans 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think we're up to 

Education and Outreach.  I'm sorry, Dan.  Dan, how can 

I forget, Dan?  

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  It's because we've 

talked about general plans all day already.  

Good afternoon, everybody.  Dan Canfield, OHMVR 

Division Planning Manager, presenting a report on the 

status of the SVRA general plans.  You have a report in 
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your binder behind Tab No. 11.  It's also available to 

the public on the sign-in table.

A general plan is the primary guiding planning 

document for a unit of the State Parks system like 

SVRAs.  General plans provide a framework of goals and 

guidelines that direct future recreation and resource 

management as well as facility development.  

Attached to your report is a chart that shows 

the status of the SVRAs general plans.  Three of the 

SVRAs are currently in the process of updating their 

general plans.  And I'm going to briefly talk about 

those three projects that are ongoing.

First, we have Carnegie SVRA, which is located 

in San Joaquin and Alameda Counties.  For Carnegie, a 

draft preliminary general plan and an environmental 

impact report is -- that OHMVR Division is receiving 

final edits.  I had really hoped to have these 

documents published before this meeting, and it is very 

close to being published and just know that it is going 

to be published very soon.

Secondly, Prairie City SVRA located in 

Sacramento County.  For Prairie City, a draft general 

plan is currently being reviewed by the Twin City's 

district staff, so it's at the district level being 

reviewed, and the associated environmental impact 
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analysis is underway.  So Prairie City is following 

right behind Carnegie.  I think those will happen 

pretty quickly in order as it moves forward.

Third project that's active is Ocotillo Wells 

SVRA located in San Diego and Imperial Counties.  For 

Ocotillo Wells, new information is available since the 

report in your binders has been published.  In fact, 

just last week the planning team published the 

preferred planning alternative, and that was posted up 

to the project website, planocotillowells.org.  And in 

conjunction with this, there were public notices, 

e-mail blasts, social media, newspaper ads and filing 

with the State Clearinghouse.

A copy of the preferred planning alternative was 

provided to the Commissioners this morning.  It looks 

like this.  And I made a couple of copies out on the 

sign-in table for review as well, but, again, it's up 

on that project website for anyone else to look at.  

The preferred planning alternative is a 35-page 

document that describes the work completed to date.  It 

summarizes the preferred planning alternative that's 

been developed by the planning team with public input.  

The document also describes the coordination efforts 

with the BLM El Centro Field Office.  And this is 

important because approximately 20,000 acres of the 
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land that we manage as Ocotillo Wells SVRA are BLM 

lands.  Sounds familiar.

So this coordination with the BLM has been 

necessitated because our general plan efforts are also 

going to necessitate an update to the BLM land 

management plan for the area.  Not only will we have an 

associated CEQA document, we will have an associated 

NEPA document as well.  And that's because, as I 

mentioned, a good deal of the plan there at Ocotillo 

Wells is the federal government's property.  The BLM 

El Centro Field Office has been incredible to work with 

and has been a great supporter of our efforts.  And I 

think it will serve us very well as we move forward in 

this project.

Public meetings have been scheduled to present 

the preferred alternative and to receive input.  

They're scheduled for March 18th and 21st.  Information 

about location, dates and times can be found on that 

project website, planocotillowells.org.  And even if 

folks aren't able to make it to the one of the 

scheduled workshops, keep in mind that the information 

is posted up on that project website, and folks are 

able to provide comments through that as well.  There 

is also information about how folks can provide 

comments via letter, mail, fax, phone call.  So we want 
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to try to be inclusive as possible to get feedback on 

this great document, and I would encourage everyone to 

go to that website and review the information and 

provide feedback.

We're keeping very busy with these three active 

general plan projects, but we also know that we have 

other properties that need planning efforts.  And so 

our focus right now is to get these three active 

projects moving along into a stage where we can start 

looking at these other properties such as the Eastern 

Kern County Property General Plan and Hungry Valley 

General Plan would be the next properties that would be 

looked at.

That ends my report. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you, Dan.  Once again, you 

know, wonderful job.  I really think the document that 

you produced for Ocotillo Wells is easy to read.  It 

has a lot of information in it.  And it's just -- the 

mapping, everything, just the imagery in it, it's just 

very nice, and I think you guys did a wonderful job, 

and I appreciate it.  I know they're large tasks and 

lots of steps to it.  So your attention to detail, I 

just want to note that.  And, like I said, it's 

appreciated. 

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  Thank you.  It is a 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

242

team effort.  There is a big group of folks working on 

it. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Good, good. 

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  I'll spread the word. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

The one that I would look to point out is I was 

at that Coastal Commission meeting down there at Oceano 

Dunes and, you know, adopted 1975 and amended in 1991.  

I know it's going to be a difficult task, but I think 

that's something that needs to be kind of put on the 

radar as something that needs to be looked at sooner 

rather than later. 

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  I can certainly see 

that way of thinking, yes. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Sorry, I'm not going 

to let you go yet.

Can you just -- I know there are three that are 

ongoing right now.  But just explain sort of when these 

will come in front of us and what the timeline for that 

would be?  

OHMVR MANAGER CANFIELD:  Sure.  

So, for example, the Carnegie document would be 

the one that I would consider to be furthest along in 

the process.  The next step is the draft general plan, 
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and the draft EIR will be published for review by the 

public and the regulatory agencies that watch over us.  

Then we will have a public comment part to it.  We take 

all of those great comments we receive, and then we 

form it into our final plan that gets presented to the 

Commission.  The timeline for that is driven largely by 

Commission meeting schedules, when these documents are 

available.  

So the way that we approach the projects are to 

get them to the point where they're ready to be before 

the Commission, and then we will know it's ready to go 

before the Commission.  

But I would then expect Prairie City would be in 

that next phase right behind Carnegie with draft 

documents, so it would be potential that by this summer 

there would be one, possibly two documents getting 

ready to be presented to the Commission.

And then we start looking at Commission 

schedules for meetings.  There are two meetings 

scheduled later in the year.  One of those locations is 

relatively set.  For general plan adoptions, there is a 

requirement that we're in a certain geographic 

proximity to the facility.  It's described in law.  

So those are all things that we will be looking 

at.  Once I get a general plan ready, it may well be 
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that the next Commission meeting is already spoken for 

location-wise.  And then now we're at the point where 

we're looking out a little bit for the next Commission 

meeting, so then that would probably be the time where 

I go into Deputy Director's office and ask maybe we 

want to reach out to the Chair with the possibility of 

a special meeting focused just around those general 

plans that I've been up here talking to you folks about 

them now for several years.  

And I would say most of the planning team is 

anxious to get them before you as well.  There is a 

great drive to do that.  So that's kind of my approach 

is let's get them ready, and then let's get a meeting 

together.

COMMISSIONER HAFKENSCHIEL:  Great.  Thank you, 

very helpful. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you, Dan.  Appreciate all 

of the updates.

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(6) - PROGRAM REPORTS - Deputy 

Director's Report - Education and Outreach

CHAIR CABRAL:  Next we have education and 

outreach.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Now, you can come on 

up.  There you go. 

OHMVR STAFF McGUIRE:  Good afternoon, 
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Commissioners.  My name is Donna McGuire, State Park 

Interpreter at the OHMVR Division headquarters.  I will 

present the Education and Outreach Program report.  

The OHMVR Division has a robust and 

comprehensive statewide interpretation and education 

outreach program.  During 2014, the Outreach Program 

had incredible growth with new public programs, new 

events and new partnerships that resulted in educating 

more people.  With a combined effort of the staff at 

the eight SVRAs and the Division headquarters, we 

achieved approximately 300,000 public contacts last 

year.  

The Outreach Program supports all six goals of 

the Strategic Plan and addresses Goal 4 specifically, 

to educate -- to develop an educated and informed 

community.  To accomplish this goal, staff incorporates 

traditional interpretive methods such as brochures, 

displays and panels.  And we also implement innovative 

interpretive strategies such as geocaching four-by-four 

experiences, the computer kiosk game, remote control 

jeeps, travel the trail using the Tread Lightly! 

principles.  Now these activities attract our audience 

which are -- they're kind of the on-the-go today's 

active audience, and it's actually been very well 

received.  So the variety of programs educate the 
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public about safe and responsible recreation, and 

they're meaningful, memorable and impactful.  

The Division conditions to develop partnerships 

with county, state and federal agencies and nonprofit 

organizations.  On many occasions, we partner with one 

of more of these and work at events together under one 

roof.  

I want to share with you at International 

Sportsman Expo, we had seven partners working together 

to deliver programming in a 6,000 square foot building 

where we had common goals and educational messages.  

And it turned out to provide a very fulfilling and 

enjoyable experience for the family groups.

We collaborate with partners to provide a 

variety of statewide education programs.  The staff at 

Hollister Hills partnered with a county gang task force 

to offer a program called GEARS.  GEARS stands for 

gaining experience, awareness, responsibility and 

science.  The program provides an opportunity for 

troubled teens to learn about safety and resource 

management, experience real world work, gain credit 

towards high school education and realize possible 

employment opportunities.

Another unique partnership is with SportStars 

Magazine, a monthly magazine marketed to youth and 
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their parents and has a readership of 450,000 residents 

in Northern and Central California with plans to expand 

to Southern California in the near future.  So in 

addition to a two-page article in each monthly issue, 

SportStars distributes our safety material such as ATV 

safety cards at major supporting events throughout the 

state.

The Division has expanded its outreach approach 

to diversify our presence and attend venues where 

people may not be aware of the OHMVR Division's work.  

In January, we attended the California Native Plant 

Society Conference.  Many attendees asked questions 

about the impact of OHV recreation on native 

vegetation.  Outreach staff utilized mini posters with 

photos and explained resource management practices and 

projects that allow the native plants to flourish.  We 

were very well received, in fact, attendees thanked us 

for being there and appreciated learning about what the 

OHMVR Division does to protect natural resources and 

provide well-managed OHV recreation.  

Last week, staff presented a three-hour class 

called Modern Interpretation at the California Parks 

Training Conference in San Diego.  The goal was to 

share innovative programs in how we reach today's tech 

savvy active audience with other professionals from 
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city, county, state and federal parks.  So the night 

before the team came in to the training program -- it 

was larger than this -- and we set up an ATV simulator 

with a stamping game, helmets, goggles and gloves, the 

RC Program over there, the kiosk, OHV techno game.  The 

staff member from Hollister Hills logistically could 

not bring Interpa-Quad but brought the next best thing, 

a full size photo, and all of her mini educational 

tools that she puts on board to educate staff as she 

does your roving around the park and campgrounds and 

junior archeology programs.  

So we provided an OHV -- real brief OHV 101 and 

an overview of our program.  And then our attendees got 

to go and explore these programs, and at the end we got 

together for a wrap-up session, and then shared their 

ideas of how they would customize our programs to fit 

the needs of the goals of their parks and the needs of 

their visitors.

The year 2014 was certainly successful for the 

OHMVR Division statewide interpretation Outreach 

Program, and 2015 has a very positive beginning.  

However, the true strength of the Outreach Program is 

that it will continue to evolve.  Dedicated and 

talented staff throughout the state will continue to 

develop new and educational programs to provide for the 
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health, inspiration and education of the people of 

California.

That concludes my report.  Any questions?  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  So this list that you have 

on the second page here, there's more outreach you've 

done than this list?  

OHMVR STAFF McGUIRE:  More events, yes.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I was surprised to see 

that the Sand Sports Super Show wouldn't have been -- 

wouldn't have made this list. 

OHMVR STAFF McGUIRE:  Well, I'm not the one who 

determined what was on the list.  But I believe we had 

two SVRAs go to it, Oceano Dunes and Ocotillo Wells. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  We can't always send 

Division staff to these, but we had two SVRAs, Oceano 

Dunes and Ocotillo Wells always showed up, so they kind 

of showed the flag for this.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Do they count in the 

overall surveys?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  The numbers of people, 

I don't know.  Did you incorporate their numbers?  

OHMVR STAFF McGUIRE:  Yes, I believe on that 

page, and I don't have it in front of me.  It's kind of 

the largest attended events.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Yes. 
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OHMVR STAFF McGUIRE:  And I'm not sure what 

Ocotillo Wells put down.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'm just wondering if 

this -- total of this reaches -- I didn't do 300,000.  

Are there several more venues that you went to that end 

up being 300,000?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  It looks like -- 

OHMVR STAFF McGUIRE:  Many, many more events and 

venues that we go to, yes.  The list is very long.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  This is everything 

from -- is Ken Miller still here?  You guys do the 

parade down by Bakersfield every year, right?  Is that 

where you guys do it.  So there's all sorts of little 

kind of mini things that we do, not that the Sand 

Sports Super Show is a mini event, but it's something 

that we kind of do on the cuff.  

I think what they were trying to do here was 

kind of the new or the big, large things.  To be 

honest, some of the stuff, we haven't done in quite a 

while.  We had a very large presence at the State Fair 

this year.  That kind of brought in a ton of people we 

usually don't get, and there were some other venues 

that we were able to capitalize on this year.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  One of the things is -- I think 

this would be more addressed to the Deputy Director.  
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But I know we've discussed briefly public service 

announcements in the past, and I know that it's maybe a 

little difficult for how we need to navigate to be able 

to put those out there.  

But I really believe in the public service 

announcement format, and I think if there was a way to 

have those seasonally, like they do with the boating 

community that would be pretty beneficial as far as, 

you know, just the same message, getting the message 

out of staying on trail, riding safe, don't use alcohol 

and operate an OHV, those types of things, camp 

responsibly, take your garbage home, just those overall 

types of themes would be something that would be 

beneficial. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Yes, and we continue to 

explore that.  We're able to do it on the Boating and 

Waterways side because it's federal funding, and it 

preexisted their coming into parks.  It was kind of a 

longstanding program they had had.  It's an expensive 

program, but it comes from direct funding from the 

Feds.  The Coast Guard gives them that as a nationwide 

program.  

A little bit different on our side, you have to 

get state approval to do that because it's using state 

funds.  We continue to explore it because I agree with 
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you.  I like the idea of doing that.  We've done little 

fragmentary things with that.  We had some work with 

Disney radio a little bit, but they kind of folded up 

since.  We've explored that with a couple of other 

folks.

The big question is can we get the approval to 

do it for a big expenditure like that to do the PSAs.  

Even with Boating and Waterways though, the way we had 

to it was it really had to be focused on the safety 

aspect.  It can't be advertisement for the recreation 

even.  It had to be absolutely pointed towards that 

side of the recreation.  What they had going in their 

favor, which isn't necessarily something that --  a 

situation we want to be in was the number of 

fatalities.  It was so prevalent in that particular 

recreation sport that it's kind of hard to argue 

against it. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Well, I'm just thinking of the 

issues that have come up a couple of times since I've 

been on the Commission with the ATV safety and the 

side-by-side, the ROVs and things like that.  So maybe 

there is with the Consumer Product Safety Commission or 

something on the federal level there might be some 

money, some grants we can use to reinforce some of 

those things.  
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Thank you. 

OHMVR STAFF McGUIRE:  Thank you.

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(7) - PROGRAM REPORTS - Deputy 

Director's Report - OHV TRAINING COMMITTEE 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Next item we get into is OHV 

Training Committee.  

OHMVR STAFF SCHUMAKER:  Hi.  Greg Schumaker, OHV 

Training Safety coordinator.  

As you guys know, and I heard you discuss a lot 

in the last meeting, ATV safety, California state law, 

if you're under 18 you need to have the ATV certificate 

or be supervised by someone with an ATV safety 

certificate.

We have a contract with the Speciality Vehicle 

Institute of America.  It was a three-year contract and 

is set to expire on April 30th.  So to deal with that 

and some other issues, we formed an OHV training 

committee that was made up of Division staff and 

representatives from the SVRAs.  We were able to extend 

the current contract with SVIA for one year.  The 

current contract allows us to teach youth ATV safety.  

They get to go through the ATV RiderCourse to comply 

with the law.  It doesn't cover adults for ATVs, and it 

doesn't cover adults for motorcycles or for ROVs.  

So what we'd like to do with the new contract is 
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to add to all ATV safety -- or be able to offer the ATV 

RiderCourse to adults, be able to offer recreational 

off-highway vehicle training and be able to offer 

off-highway motorcycle training to adults.

We also discussed some ways to improve and 

update the success of the current ATV safety 

certificate program.  One idea that we came up with was 

to have a combined online course with the challenge 

course.  And we met with the representative from 

SVIA -- from the ATV Safety Institute to see if that 

was possible.  

How it would work is you would go online, take 

the ATV safety certificate, and then you would show up 

to one of the SVRAs, and you would do a challenge 

course, kind of like DMV does for the motorcycle 

endorsement.  And the challenge course would be based 

on the current ATV Safety Institute curriculum, so the 

ATV RiderCourse curriculum.  If you went online and 

took the ATV safety course online and you passed the 

challenge course, you would then receive your temporary 

ATV safety certificate.  So right now they're checking 

with their staff and their legal department to see if 

that's a possibility for us to do in the future.

We continue to grow our ATV youth training 

program in Los Angeles County.  And in April I'm going 
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to train six additional L.A. County Sheriff's deputies 

as ATV instructors at Castaic Lake to continue to grow 

that program.  

So that concludes my report.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioners?  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  A couple of questions, Greg.  

How long does the challenge course take 

approximately?  

OHMVR STAFF SCHUMAKER:  We haven't determined 

that, but it's based on what an ATV instructor would be 

required to do.  So an ATV instructor goes through a 

four-day course.  And to pass that course, they have to 

go through a challenge course where you have to 

basically do all of the exercises correctly.  So when 

you're doing the turn, you have to shift your way 

properly, you have to look through the turn.  If you're 

going over obstacles, you have to stand up keep your 

knees bent.  I envision it taking about 15 minutes per 

individual to run them through.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  And these would be available 

at the SVRAs?  I'm trying to figure out that would 

work. 

OHMVR STAFF SCHUMAKER:  That's correct, at the 

SVRA.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  You make an appointment, show 
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up?  

OHMVR STAFF SCHUMAKER:  We can set up with 

appointments.  We can do drop-in.  We haven't figured 

out -- well, I mean we need to get their permission to 

do it first obviously, and then after that we figure 

out the logistics of how we're going to do it.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  As I look at this data, the 

ATV Safety Institute appears to have trained 2500 

individuals, and I guess I'm assuming our staff at our 

SVRAs we're looking at 414.  So they seem to be taking 

on the bulk.  So one more year contract, does that mean 

that there's a possibility that after a year we may not 

have a contract with ASI?  Is that a possibility?  

OHMVR STAFF SCHUMAKER:  We would -- the current 

contract is extended until we can figure out how we 

want to change the current contract for a future 

contract.  So like I said, if we want to add in the 

ability to teach adults ATV safety, we could add that 

in and that would be a change to the current contract.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  With the understanding 

that obviously any contract we have has to be opened up 

to fair bidding at the termination of that contract.  

So, yes, somebody else could come in and outbid them.  

That's just simply the way it works.  In other states 

there are other entities that provide the same service.
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VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Thank you.  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Thank you.  I have a 

question just to see how we can get your vendors that 

are at some of our parks to also be participants so 

that we could have more oversight, just the children 

that are using this equipment and to ensure that 

they're getting their training before their parents 

rent equipment and they get on it.  

How is it we can get them on the hook?  Do you 

know?  That because we're doing it -- we're doing it 

independently, right?  It seems like through a grant.  

How is it that we can have the vendors either do a 

checklist?  I'm not sure. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think -- 

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  It's so rampant at our 

parks, and, you know, I'm only asking as some form of 

risk reduction, right, you know, for lawsuits.  We 

don't see those, but I'm sure you all do, and the 

safety for children is very important. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Actually, the 

lawsuit -- people that are in the greatest jeopardy of 

the lawsuits are the vendors that would rent them out 

to people that are not certified.  As far as the park 

itself, we don't incur any lawsuit by a vendor 

incorrectly renting a vehicle and then that individual 
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operating it on the park and getting injured.

However, having said all of that, you remember 

when we were at Oceano Dunes recently and this 

discussion came up, that was one of the benefits of 

their particular setup, in that the vendors because 

they are doing their distribution on the beach, we can 

make them subject to our requirements.  We can actually 

require them to do some level of safety training.  We 

have some level of oversight.

As opposed to a place like Ocotillo Wells, where 

in Ocotillo Wells I can go across the street from the 

park, I can rent the vehicle and drive across that 

street, and now I'm in a park, and I'm suddenly 

operating the vehicle within the park.  If you can't 

put a gate there, you can't stop the individual.  

You're in the park.  You're operating the vehicle.  

Now that sounds bad except for the fact that a 

parent can do the same thing.  A parent can go out and 

purchase the vehicle and put their kid on it and 

there's nothing we can necessarily do about that other 

than, you know, checks that we do.  

It's kind of no different than it is when 

operating a vehicle on the road.  I mean I quite 

honestly can't remember the last time somebody checked 

my license for operating a vehicle on a car.  Why?  I'm 
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a good driver, so I'm not doing anything that would 

cause a police officer to come and check me.  

Very much the same deal within our parks, there 

are sometimes when we might do a courtesy check because 

we see somebody doing something wrong, but law 

enforcement doesn't have the authority just to pull 

people over and check all that sort of stuff on a 

routine basis unless they're doing something wrong.  

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  There may be a way just 

to look at the issue a little bit more closely not 

necessarily for adults, just for a certain age range. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Right, and that's -- 

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Maybe a tag or something 

that denotes that they've taken the training.  You have 

to do it for fishing.  And kids age four, that's really 

young.  I mean just looking at it from -- as a mother, 

I would be just want them to have some safety. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Right.  And there's a 

lot of common sense that has to be in it.  It's -- 

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  I agree, but there are 

some parents who just want them -- starting them off 

young. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  They do.  So we try and 

do the best that we can, and we are working with -- 

that's what Greg's comment is.  We are working with 
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folks like ASI to see if there are ways that we can 

make some of these courses a little bit more user 

friendly so that we can get more people to do them.  

That's also part of problem, you know, when you try and 

get folks to try and participate.  If it's not user 

friendly, you can't.  I have mentioned the same thing, 

is there a sticker we can put on the helmet or 

something like that -- something of that nature.

Tom, you had something? 

OHMVR STAFF BERNARDO:  Yes, I'd just like to 

clarify a couple of things.  Tom Bernardo, OHMVR staff.  

One clarification is on the questions about the 

grant.  I want to be sure that everybody understood 

that.  That's money that the Division gives SVIA and 

ASI to do this training.  So this is Division funds, 

and this particular contract was for three years.  We 

didn't spend all of the money, so that's why we 

extended one more year so we could expend some more of 

those Division funds.  This isn't a grant that came 

from someplace else that we're going to lose if we 

don't do it.  The money would go back into the fund.  

We can use it for something else or use it for future 

kind of things with the same kind of deal.

And then the second thing, your question about 

the concessionaires, you know, from the last Commission 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

261

meeting we understand that there's some significant 

concern about kids and renting the ATVs at Oceano 

Dunes.  So that's one of the reasons this committee was 

put together that Greg is working on now to come up 

with some solutions.  And some of the solutions we're 

looking at is possibly again some online training that 

would actually be approved by the State and possibly 

this other shortened training that would allow 

concessionaires to meet the letter of the law and still 

provide necessary training.

As you know the different concessionaires run 

their contracts differently.  Some rent to no kids, 

some rent to, you know, eight- or nine-year-olds, and I 

think one rents all the way down to five-years-old.  So 

that's something District staff and Division staff will 

look at in terms of what's best for the program.

COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  Yes, just the variety, 

right, of either vendors or individual parents that 

want to put their kids on -- you know, in an ATV or 

what have you, and also just making it not -- and this 

is just a suggestion -- not necessarily only online but 

at the actual park, you know, when -- either when they 

are paying their fee to enter or renting a bike would 

be some suggestions.  

You know, we've heard today there's different 
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entry points for some parks, but have it be 

multi-approach just so you're able to capture 

everyone -- and I realize this is really time and staff 

intensive -- just out of precaution. 

OHMVR STAFF BERNARDO:  It's interesting you 

brought up the idea of like the hunter thing where they 

wear it.  When we had our meeting a few weeks ago at 

Hollister Hills, that came up.  There should be some 

way that with a person with an ATV safety certificate, 

especially youth, could wear it on them so you would 

know.  The ranger wouldn't have stop every youth to 

see -- to see what's going on.  So I'm sure we can 

improve the program.  

OHMVR STAFF SCHUMAKER:  Sorry, just one more 

point of clarification.

On the challenge course idea, if they fail the 

challenge course, then they would take the full 

four-hour ATV RiderCourse.  So they wouldn't be allowed 

to ride ATVs.  They would go through the follow-up 

course.

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  And my follow-up question 

would be:  How challenging is that challenge course or 

how easy is it?  

OHMVR STAFF SCHUMAKER:  They would have to meet 

all of the objectives that the ATV Safety Institute set 
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up.  So they would have to show that they shifted their 

weight, that they looked through the turn.  

COMMISSIONER PÉREZ:  The basics. 

OHMVR STAFF SCHUMAKER:  The basics, but they 

would have to be spot-on.  And so the idea was so we 

don't ambush them so that we could go on YouTube or 

something else and show them exactly what they're going 

to be required to do before they show up for it.  

VICE CHAIR PÉREZ:  Thank you.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  Would that be 

site-specific, for instance, sand in the dunes?  

OHMVR STAFF SCHUMAKER:  It would be based on the 

ATV RiderCourse, so it would work at any site.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Which, you know, at 

first you go, geez, that's so easy.  I've got a 

15-year-old that's getting ready to drive, okay?  She's 

about to get her permit.  She has to take a test on the 

computer, and then she gets a permit, and then she can 

drive.  And then to get her license, she has to do 60 

hours of driving, only four hours of those has to be 

with a driving instructor the rest of it can be with 

me, and then she gets a license.  

So just kind of need to put that in perspective, 

right?  So I understand that as we look at this and go, 

oh, my God, what are we putting these guys on these 
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vehicles and all of that.  We're putting them on a 

vehicle in normally a fairly controlled environment in 

a State Park or a recreation area.  

So when we've talked -- you know, Greg is 

talking to these folks.  We are talking to some of the 

people in the other states.  And actually with the 

challenge course, there are several other examples of 

that.  We're doing the same thing on the Boating and 

Waterways things.  We're looking at the vehicle vessel 

operator cards where they have done this, and they have 

had the challenge course and they've asked -- you know, 

especially for the adults.  You can either do the 

challenge course, and if you fail it, then you wind up 

taking the course, or you can take the course.  

They have found that people usually don't take 

the challenge course unless they're really good.  So 

they actually have a pretty high level of success at a 

very hard test, and the majority of people kind of look 

at it and go, "I don't want to embarrass myself.  I 

will go do the course," so.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  The reason I brought up 

the site-specific because that was such an issue at 

Oceano Dunes at our last meeting, and the sand -- 

obviously the sand is much different than riding Hungry 

Valley around hard-packed dirt.  
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So there's got to be some component in there if 

they're going to rent a vehicle and you've got a 

challenge course for Oceano Dunes that they're 

introduced to a slippery sand surface. 

OHMVR STAFF SCHUMAKER:  Sure, and I would 

envision there that the challenge course would take 

place on the sand so they're going to be operating on 

the sand while they're going around the course.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I want to jump in here 

because I want to address two issues.  

First one is I'm probably one of the only people 

in this room that has a long-term experience renting 

recreation vehicles to consumers, and we rented 

watercraft out of our dealership for about ten years.  

And with that, it wasn't even close.  The number of 

accidents we had on the watercraft came about by people 

that were not the renter.  They were the friend of the 

renters that used -- the renter had completely signed 

off and said they were going to be the only one 

operating the vehicle and produced insurance and 

everything, and then yet they turned around and lent it 

to their friends and they crashed the vehicle.  And 

that would be -- like I said, not even close the number 

one issue, safety issue, that we faced was handing off 

a rented vehicle to a non-renter.  
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So with that I made a suggestion to one of the 

vendors at the last -- at the Oceano Dunes meeting to 

identify when he's rented to a vehicle -- was to put a 

wristband onto his renters so his vehicle's wristband 

had to correlate with that vehicle.  If they didn't 

have a wristband, he could -- or someone could pull 

them off that vehicle.  

So maybe that's some type of solution, some type 

of identifier when they're a renter that once they rent 

and they sign their waiver and they've paid their fees, 

but they get some kind of identification.  I'm not a 

big fan of lanyards or things like that because they 

can get caught or pulled, so wrist identification 

usually works best, but something along those lines.

Second thing is that I do have -- my own 

personal experience is that age restrictions -- I, 

myself -- I'll just speak on my own behalf here.  I 

started riding motorcycles when I was six-years-old.  I 

was racing them by the time I was seven, and when I was 

14-years-old I was racing in professional races and 

winning money on those races.  So I was one of the top 

amateur national Motocross racers in the United States 

at 14-years-old.  So what could be some -- completely 

uncommon to somebody -- you know, it's like, oh, man -- 

it wasn't for me.  
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And I'm not -- I was definitely the exception to 

the rule, but I sure would have hate to have been 

excluded from my passion and what I love still to this 

day when I'm a 52-years-old because of something -- my 

parents were excellent parents, and they watched over 

me, and they nurtured me through it, and they, you 

know, created my skill set.  But they -- because of 

their wonderful job as parents, I was able to flourish 

and left to do that.

So I am supportive of the fact when parents have 

necessary training and that they are overseeing their 

children and participating with the sport with their 

children.  Where if you -- you know, what I'm totally 

against is when a parent would be -- and I'm going to 

use the Oceano Dunes or Ocotillo Wells, either one of 

them as -- 

Let's go with Ocotillo because it doesn't have 

controls there.  Parents come in.  If they're friends, 

they circle up the RVs.  They've got the vehicle.  

Maybe they sit there and they start barbecuing and 

start drinking a few drinks and the kids take off the 

on the vehicle and they're in that vast expansive land.  

That's wrong.  And I think that scenario in -- like law 

enforcement-wise if that could be focused on, I 

personally would support that.  
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So that's kind of -- you know, there's age 

restrictions that have been set up for many years on 

the ATV products, and it's proven to be effective.  

That's why they weren't sent those numbers.  I know the 

manufacturers vigorously enforce it.  They have buyers 

that come into the stores on the retail side that check 

on dealers, secret shoppers.  I know our dealership has 

been done many times.  You actually get a reward.  If 

the salesperson does the right job, the salesperson 

gets an award.  

So, you know, there is a lot on that end of the 

program, but bad parents are bad parents, and those -- 

they're endangering their children.  That's when they 

need to start looking into -- law enforcement needs to 

look at child endangerment laws and actually arrest the 

parents.  I mean that's kind of the way I look at it 

because that's really what laws is on the books to 

address that issue in my opinion, so.

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(8) - PROGRAM REPORTS - Deputy 

Director's Report - Legislation 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  Legislative 

update.  Tom, you're back.  

OHMVR STAFF BERNARDO:  Tom Bernardo, OHMVR 

Division.  Our favorite report of the day, the 

Legislative Report.  This report provides a summary of 
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the 2014/15 California and U.S. government legislative 

activity as of February 16th, 2015.  

One bill passed last year that went into effect 

January 1st of this year, Senate bill 2752 registration 

of off-highway vehicles.  This bill removed the word 

transport from CVC Section 38020.  Previously it was 

illegal to transport an off-highway motor vehicle 

without current Green or Red Sticker status, even if 

the vehicle was only going to be operated on private 

lands where off-highway registration was not legally 

required.  So this was a problem.  

You can -- for example, if you have a highway 

vehicle, and it has expired registration, you can put 

it on a trailer, and you can tow it all over 

California, and it's legal to do that.  So the way the 

law read before this, if you had an expired Green 

Sticker vehicle, put it in the back of your pickup 

truck, drove it down the highway, sheriff or the 

Highway Patrol could stop you and cite you.  We feel 

it's a good change in the law.  

It made it a little bit more difficult for us 

because now when someone comes into the entrance 

station and has an unregistered vehicle in the back of 

the pickup truck, rangers cannot enforce the law at 

that point.  They cannot enforce until that vehicle 
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touches the ground.  They can give them a verbal 

warning and say, "Yeah, you can come on in --" what 

happens sometimes is there will be four dirt bikes in 

the back of a truck one of them will be unregistered, 

three of them will be okay.  So then we tell the 

person, "We cannot stop you from coming into the park, 

but we could cite you if you set that vehicle on the 

ground once it's in the park."  So a little bit more 

work for the rangers, but overall it makes a lot more 

sense for the public.

We talked about unmanned vehicles, unmanned 

aerial drones earlier today.  Senate Bill 142 is before 

the Legislature right now.  This bill would define 

knowing entry upon the land of another, also include 

operation of an unmanned aerial vehicle below the 

navigable airspace overlying the property.  

So now you have an airplane, you have to stay 

500 feet in the air.  You can't be buzzing around in 

people's swimming pool or whatever you might want to 

look at, so you have to be 500 feet in the air.  This 

would require drones to do the same thing.  

So the reason I put this in here, some people in 

the audience may own drones.  They may be thinking 

about commenting on this law to the Legislature, or 

those who may be anti-drone may also be interested in 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

271

it.

Next is Senate Concurrent Resolution 2, Gaines.  

It's relative to the Eugene "Gene" Chappie Memorial 

Highway.  This measure would designate a specified 

portion of State Highway 193 in El Dorado County as the 

Eugene "Gene" Chappie Memorial Highway.  I thought it 

was kind of interesting.  Looking at this resolution -- 

everybody I think is familiar with Gene Chappie.  

That's why it's called the Chappie/Z'berg law, which is 

the law that established this program.  

Nowhere in this resolution does it mention that 

it had anything to do with any OHV program, which is 

kind of interesting to me.  He did a lot of other 

things in the state, I admit that.  But it's important 

I think that be included in the resolution.  And 

actually I talked to Don Amador, and I think he's 

working on that.

Senate Bill 206, is on-board diagnostic systems.  

This bill would prohibit the state board, being the Air 

Resources Board, and any other state agency, from 

obtaining information from a motor vehicle's on-board 

diagnostic system unless the registered owner of the 

motor vehicle has been provided with written consent 

for the collection of that information.  

This particular law has to do with smog checks, 
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but the reason it's included, in talking to some Air 

Resources people, they're also interested in how 

off-highway motor vehicles operate.  And many of the 

new off-highway motor vehicles have computer systems on 

them that do have this data available.  

So this could be interesting.  Where it would be 

a situation, if an off-highway motor vehicle got in an 

accident, without the owner's permission people 

investigating that accident could not take the vehicle 

and look at the data and see how fast they were going 

before the accident or what was going on with that 

vehicle.  So some people, again, view this as taking 

away some individual rights by looking at their 

vehicle.  

Federal legislation that was talked about 

earlier today was the California Desert Conservation 

and Recreation Act of 2015, Feinstein, and this has 

come up again.  The text of the 2015 bill is an attempt 

to achieve consensus on the various uses of desert 

land, the result of years of engagement with a range of 

stakeholders including environmental groups, local and 

state government officials, off-highway recreation 

enthusiasts, cattle ranchers, mining interests, 

Department of Defense, wind and solar energy companies, 

California's public utility companies and many others.  
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The bill's key provisions are:  Create two new 

national monuments, the Mojave Trails National 

Monument, which would be 965,000 acres, the Sand to 

Snow National Monument, which is 135,000 acres, and 

then of interest to the Commission is it would 

designate five existing BLM off-highway vehicle areas 

covering approximately 142,000 acres as permanent 

off-highway vehicle recreation areas.  And these 

include Dumont Dunes, El Mirage, Rasor, Spangler Hills, 

Stoddard Valley.  That's approximately 142,000 acres.

One bill I just heard about -- not in your 

report, but I just added it to my report -- it's U.S. 

HR 999.  This bill is to direct the Consumer Product 

Safety Commission and the National Academy of Sciences 

to study the vehicle handling requirements proposed by 

the Commission for Recreation Off-Highway Vehicles and 

to prohibit the adoption of any such requirements until 

the completion of the study.

In talking to some of the people in the 

industry, the Consumer Product Safety Commission was 

ready to propagate some pretty strict regulations on 

the ROVs, and the industry was pretty upset about that 

because they didn't feel like they did enough 

scientific research to make those decisions that would, 

as I said earlier, restricted the ROV manufacturers.  
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So that's why they found someone to carry this bill.  

Obviously, it's just a bill yet.  It's not a law 

or anything, so there's nothing that would stop the 

Consumer Product Safety Commission from acting right 

now.  But it sounds as though they're going to hold off 

and allow some more scientific study to be -- take 

place before they propagate these new regulations.

And I think that's a good thing because from 

what I understand, a lot of the regulations they're 

looking at propagating now, a lot of the science was 

done based on testing off-highway vehicles on hard 

surfaces.  And as we know, hard surfaces don't work too 

well with off-highway vehicles and the tires and the 

handling characteristics and all of that.  So hopefully 

they'll use a completely different scientific work to 

come up with better data before they further restrict 

the manufacturers.

That concludes my report.  Any questions?  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes, I have -- well, actually, 

not going to be too much questions but comments.  

The item on the transportation registration of 

off-highway vehicles, it's my understanding there was a 

longstanding transportation permit that you could 

purchase from DMV to put on any racing gear that wasn't 

registered with a green sticker to haul on the back of 
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a pickup. 

OHMVR STAFF BERNARDO:  Correct.  In talking to 

DMV, very, very, very few of those were ever sold.  And 

then you can count the numbers sold probably on both 

hands for a year, where there's a million green or red 

stickers out there. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Right.  Those were designed -- 

also that sticker was supposed to be for drag racing 

vehicles, not just motorcycles.  It was supposed to be 

all types of vehicles that weren't registered for 

street use.  And with the Green Sticker program, those 

were registered for off-road use.  You don't need a 

Green Sticker for a Motocross bike if you're just going 

to race on Motocross tracks that are private-type 

tracks. 

OHMVR STAFF BERNARDO:  Correct. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  But with that, I just kind of see 

this as, once again, kind of redundant legislation and 

also it's taking money out of the Green Sticker program 

by now you don't really have an enforcement component 

to make someone register their motorcycle or ATV.  

You can suggest it when they come in the gate at 

an SVRA, but if a CHP officer -- those were the ones 

that were mainly writing the tickets, if they're not 

enforcing it, it's kind of difficult.  
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So that's just my feedback.  I just wanted to -- 

OHMVR STAFF BERNARDO:  Sure.  And, of course, 

the argument on the other side is the guy who goes and 

buys an ATV and owns ten acres and will never put it on 

public lands.  Before the dealers, for the most part, 

automatically sold him a Green Sticker, and he was 

stuck in that system.  Now he'll at least be able to 

take his private vehicle on his private land and he 

won't be subject to Green Sticker. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  True, but they can also do a 

non-op on the thing or a title only and then they can 

turn around and put an agricultural -- if they own 

agriculture, put an agricultural triangle on it then 

they can haul it around, too.  So that was another -- a 

way around it.

But on an important issue though, I'd like to 

look at the California Desert Conservation and 

Recreation Act of 2015.  I'd like to see if we can have 

that to be agenda -- an actionable agenda item next 

time so we can be able to send in some comments on 

that. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Sure.  We can do that.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Commissioner Lueder.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Maybe I was asleep that 
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particular moment, but did we cover HR 792, you know, 

that increase in lands.  That seems really confusing to 

me. 

OHMVR STAFF BERNARDO:  I think I missed that.  

It's kind of a strength law.  It's right here at the 

end.  HR 792, Griffith, no net increase in lands; acre 

in, acre out.  And it says -- the summary is to provide 

no net increase in total acreage of certain federal 

land under the jurisdiction of BLM, or the National 

Park Service, or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or 

the Forest Service.

I think Mr. Griffith is from -- I think he's 

from Kansas.  But, anyway, I can't really say he's 

antigovernment, but it kind of sounds like he doesn't 

want any more government land out there.  So his idea 

is, fine, if you want to open up new park land, get rid 

of some other park land.  So no net increase in any of 

these agencies, period, is his goal.  So that's a 

pretty lofty goal.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY:  That seems to be a 

little inconsistent that this bill would add about 

50,000 acres presumably from the BLM to the National 

Parks Service, so maybe they mean no net increase in 

federal -- control of federal land ownership or 

something like that. 
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OHMVR STAFF BERNARDO:  That's correct.  You 

could move stuff around, but you couldn't add any more 

land.  If there's 50 million acres out there, that's 

it.  You can't have any more than 50 million acres.  If 

you want to add a thousand acres or something else, you 

have to take it from somebody and sell it as private 

property.  That's his idea.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'll bet it's supported by 

the Sierra Club. 

OHMVR STAFF BERNARDO:  I bet.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I think that's it.  Thank 

you. 

(Discussion held with the court reporter.) 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Let's take a five-minute break. 

(Returned at 4:34 from a break starting at 4:26 p.m.) 

AGENDA ITEM VI(D)(9) - PROGRAM REPORTS - Deputy 

Director's Report - Law Enforcement/Safety 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  Okay.  And now we're to 

the last report.  

OHMVR MANAGER HADA:  Good afternoon, 

Commissioners.  I'm Mark Hada.  I am the visitor 

services manager for OHV Division headquarters.  

My first update will be on the PCT.  In order to 

educate the riding public and the public in general 

about off-highway vehicle riding in the southern Mojave 
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area around the Pacific Crest Trail, we've installed 

four kiosks on public and private land in order to -- 

at key locations where riders have historically 

accessed public and private lands.  

We expect to install several more on the BLM 

land and the wind project property with their 

assistance.  We've made contact with those people, and 

it looks like it's a fairly streamline process at the 

moment.  We haven't made -- done all of the work yet, 

but on the outside, it looks pretty easy.

Also, King of the Hammers event we participated 

in.  We had ten staff down on site, and we had several 

visitors as well.  And the actual number I believe I 

put in the report was 10,000, but I went back and found 

it was way off.  It was like 35,000 visitors were 

there.  

And there were a lot of public contacts, most of 

them were informal.  They were educational and 

interpretive contacts, less than 10 percent resulted in 

a citation with our officers.  And they were there to 

provide law enforcement assistance, educate the public 

and assure the event boundaries were respected because, 

as you know, boundaries in that area are a bit of a 

sensitive issue as well.  

This concludes my report.  If there are any 
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questions.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Commissioner Lueder.  

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Just a quick question 

about King of the Hammers.  

So your participation in that event, does the 

event promotor reimburse you for the cost of staff for 

that event, or is that a voluntary thing that Division 

takes on?  

OHMVR MANAGER HADA:  This is a Division 

responsibility.  As the primary leader in California in 

the off-highway vehicle world, it's important for us to 

step up and demonstrate that leadership by 

participating in key events where there's lots of 

people to see us.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  I believe that will be it 

then.  Thank you very much.  I appreciate your report. 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS VI(D)(1-9)

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  So we are now going to go 

and have the public comment on these agenda items.  So 

what I'd like to do is start calling you up and after 

that we will be done with the meeting.  So we are 

getting there.  

First person would be Bruce Miller followed by 

Dave Pickett.  
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BRUCE MILLER:  I guess you're going to have 

refresh me as to what I wrote down there.  It's been a 

while.  I think it was PCT enforcement. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  You had San Andreas District and 

U.S. Forest Service, which are both stuff I think we've 

addressed.  We're just talking about all of the Deputy 

Director's reports. 

BRUCE MILLER:  It kind of gets a little 

confusing from my perspective when you intermix agenda 

items versus non-agenda, things kind of blur a little 

bit, so. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  We can be boring too, so. 

BRUCE MILLER:  I've talked to the Kern County 

Sheriff's deputies about this, and it sounds to me like 

they're willing to look at other possibilities.  But I 

am concerned that at times when there's been emphasis 

enforcement on the Pacific Crest Trail illegal 

trespass, that the patrols have chosen to ride the 

trail on motorbikes.  

It seems to me when we go out to police for a 

specific problem and we do it by a transportation mode 

that's the same mode as the problem we are trying to 

eliminate that creates additional problems rather than 

solving problems.  I think the Kern County Sheriff's 

folks are smart enough to figure out other ways that 
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they can do this perhaps without actually using their 

motorbikes on the trails.  If they can't, they can't.  

My suggestion would be to then not ask them to patrol 

the Pacific Crest Trail.  I think they can do, you 

know, surveillance and let people come to them rather 

than ride.

I'm from the Pacific Northwest, and the Pacific 

Crest Trail is sacred in the northwest, and they would 

never tolerate a motorbike, you know, except for maybe 

in an emergency capacity, in a life-threatening 

capacity but not for a normal patrol-type operation.

I suggested also, you know, mounted -- 

equestrian horse mounted police units before perhaps.  

Of course, there's always helicopter time, and we have 

paid for that.  So I think that's one of the concerns I 

have is that when somebody comes along and follows one 

of these patrols on foot, they see the tire print and 

they don't know who made the tire print.  And so, a 

little concerned about that, and I'm wondering if the 

sheriff's department maybe could explore some means to 

patrol or monitor these in a different capacity.  

So I think that's it.  I think I've covered 

everything else for now.  Thanks. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Thank you.  

Dave Pickett followed by John Stewart.  
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DAVE PICKETT:  Dave Pickett, District 36.  

On Tom Bernardo's report, HR 792 just passed the 

bill.  We can read it later.  It was a joke.  

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  There's no time to joke. 

DAVE PICKETT:  Pick on the Grants and 

Cooperative Agreements Program, just a couple of light 

comments here.  On SB 742, back when it was passed, the 

OHV community pushed real hard to get LE grants 

increased from three million to five million, and we 

were successful in that.  

But going through the current grant applications 

that are out there for law enforcement, I found a 

tremendous amount of the law enforcement agencies have 

heavy, heavy grant requests at time-and-a-half.  An 

example, Lake County, 100 percent of their grant is 

time-and-a-half.  I can't accept that.  My members are 

going to go crazy when they hear that.  Just an 

advisory to you guys.  I will talk to Sixto on that.

General plan, couple of comments on that.  

There's concern coming from our members that the staff 

is putting in too much information and is presenting it 

in a way that's the opposite of what the community is 

asking for based on the comments that have been 

received thus far.  So they're concerned Prairie City, 

for specificity, is they want to turn the whole thing 
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into trails rather than open riding as it's been since 

before the state or the county opened it.  That's a 

concern.  So passing that along just as an advisory.  A 

little too much input from staff on that.

On the budget side -- I'm trying to do this in 

three minutes; it's impossible -- Maria helped me 

during the break to understand a little bit on this 

stuff, but I'm looking at this thing, another net 

decrease of funding from the OHV Fund.  

But I would really like the Commission to be up 

to speed on this take that continues to take place.  It 

started in 2011.  With this year, that's $50 million.  

It's not a loan.  We'll never see it again.  It's gone 

forever.  We need your help on this one.  We've got to 

fight back big time.  This is going to continue.  If it 

goes to sunset, that's $100 million.  That is totally, 

totally unfair.  And I want that on the record.  

So thank you very much.  I'm out of time.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

John Stewart followed by Tim Redmond. 

JOHN STEWART:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.  

John Stewart, California Association of Four-Wheel 

Drive Clubs.  

A lot of good information has come out this 

afternoon with the various activities the Division is 
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involved in.  Two of them that are really of interest 

to me is -- one of them is on the planning process.  

And I'd like to underscore the fact that the 

SVRAs are established for providing recreational 

opportunity now and into the future, and that I would 

hope that the recreation opportunities actually become 

a focal point for the planning processes rather than 

cultural preservation or biological preservation type 

issues.

And this is very important to the user community 

in that unless the agencies -- and this is not just 

limited to the Division but the Forest Service and 

Bureau of Land Management and their planning efforts.  

Unless they tell them, the recreationists, or show the 

recreationists where the agency wants them to go, these 

guys are going to go out and create their own 

recreation opportunity.  

Some of them are looking for a long-distance 

trail ride, and they would be satisfied with just a 

dirt road and opportunity for dispersed camping.  There 

are others that are looking for the adrenaline rush.  

And if you lead them all onto what you think people 

want, you'd be pleasantly or unpleasantly surprised, 

whichever the case may be, that they're going to seek 

something you may not want them in that area, and they 
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will create their own challenge, their own recreation 

opportunity if they don't like what they're receiving.

Over the years with Desert Safari, we have been 

noting an increase in Hispanic participation, and I 

think this year has been one of the biggest increases 

in Hispanic recreation, people showing up.  And one 

thing that's been showing up in the coming -- or in the 

past few years with the Hispanic recreation is they are 

younger, generally -- I'm assuming, saying under 30 age 

group, some of them are families, and some of them just 

young groups of, you know, young men coming out for 

recreation opportunity.

Now, I'm not casting aspersions on their 

grouping, but they also come with no ethics in land 

use, which leads to a point where there is an 

opportunity for the Division and for other groups to 

enter into some kind of ethics training or educational 

material or signage or something in order to start 

building an ethics value into this group of new users 

of public lands.  

Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Tim Redmond, Nick Haris, Ed Waldheim followed by 

Randy Jordan.  

ED WALDHEIM:  Well, you're almost to the end, 
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long two days.  

I want to thank you guys for taking the tour at 

Jawbone/Dove Springs.  I hope you realize the enormity 

of our opportunities that we have out there, and I hope 

you recognize that with the Bureau of Land Management 

we know how to manage our public lands, and we know 

most importantly how to manage OHV recreation.  

If you don't have it in your heart and you don't 

have a desire to do it, it's never going to happen.  

But we in the Ridgecrest BLM Field Office, we have an 

incredible partnership with those people.  When you 

think about covering close to 1200 miles of trails, 

almost a million acres for $600,000, that's all we get.  

You tell me where do you get the best run for your 

buck.  

Barstow BLM Office, they're slow to come online, 

but they're getting there.  They haven't been there 

yet, but they have a hard time accepting partnerships, 

especially staff.  It's an ingrown problem that we have 

throughout agencies that they think I am nothing but a 

janitor or I'm only a volunteer to go pick up trash.  

I'm way, way past that point.  

So I'll leave with you the importance of true 

partnerships, not lip service, no promises.  Let's get 

down to brass buckle and find out what it takes to 
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manage public lands so the public can enjoy it.  I 

couldn't care less who owns it.  The key is that we 

provide the opportunity because that's what the people 

are looking for.

I'd also like to thank Maria for getting the 

paperwork out; however, I would love -- I wish you had 

a chart that shows the Division where the money went.  

Teresa asked.  It should have been in front of us, the 

public, that chart that Sixto puts together, how much 

money was asked for, what is the budget, what is 

oversubscribed.  We need to see that chart.  So if you 

could put it online so people can understand exactly 

where we are coming, that would be really, really cool.

Again, thank you for coming.  I hope you come 

back to ride and visit what you have not seen.  You 

just saw a little tip of the iceberg.  You have no clue 

what's out there.  You think you know it all.  You 

don't know anything.  We've got the most incredible 

hard riding trails that you can possibly want to visit 

in El Paso and the Rands.  It's mind-boggling.  So come 

back and visit us.  

Thank you. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Randy Jordan followed by Tom Tammone.  

RANDY JORDAN:  Randy Jordan, Sunbuggie Fun 
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Rentals.  The first thing I want you to remember, I 

said pass five times.  

Please ask me questions.  You had a lot of 

questions when Greg was up here that I would be better 

to answer.  We're the vendor at Oceano that isn't 

allowed to rent to children.  We're the one, the only 

one.

Okay.  So Greg is working on this, and I'm glad 

to see that Greg is working with Brad at Yamaha.  Brad 

is very cognizant of Sean's Law in Massachusetts.  Does 

anyone know what Sean's Law is?  It virtually bans ATVs 

for children in the state because Sean passed away on 

an ATV.  If he's working with Brad, Brad will bring him 

right up to speed on it.  

But I tell you the thought of that eliminating 

the safeguards that ASI puts in brings you closer to 

that.  I gave you an article on a lady in Florida who's 

probably the first people I know to be prosecuted for 

killing a kid on an ATV, falling off an ATV she was 

operating.  

But in any event, what ASI does is it gives you 

an arm's-length transaction.  They're not the vendor 

who approves the child.  It's like when you say you're 

going to have the vendor give the child a 15-minute 

lesson, that's like having the fox keep the eggs warm 
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for you.  It's not like having the fox count the egg, 

okay?  

Consumer Product Safety, they make 

recommendations as to the size of ATVs that children 

are supposed to ride, and that's not being followed at 

all.  You made a comment -- I keep hearing it's bad 

parents that let their children get hurt.  You really 

should study the demographics.  Go online and look up 

the Yelps, and you'll see the parents whose kids got 

hurt.  They are ignorant because they don't know.  They 

are not stupid, and they're highly educated.  They're 

not bad parents.  They have no idea how dangerous it is 

when they let their kids do it.  It's not that many of 

them that get hurt, but it's enough to sure get your 

attention if you're sitting there watching one get put 

in an ambulance.  

I came up here 90 days ago.  I talked to you 

people.  Have there been any leaving in ambulances with 

any kids in Oceano on vendor's vehicles in ambulances?  

Does anybody know?  You have the ability to find out 

really easy.  Just ask what the runs were that the 

rangers went on with medical responses, and you'll get 

your answer.  You'll find that it's a positive answer.  

It's unfortunate because you guys could stop it with a 

phone call.
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COMMISSIONER VILLEGAS:  It's put in the 

contract, too. 

RANDY JORDAN:  Well, all you've got to do is say 

kids either have to be this age or have an ASI license.  

That is the law.  That's what you heard him say.  

What we're saying is, we're not going to enforce 

that because it's too hard to get them.  Well, that's 

why 14-year-olds aren't walking down the street smoking 

a cigarette and drinking a beer, enforcement, okay.  

Make them do it.  That's why you don't have it.  

The reason it's not available -- there's two 

reasons for that.  There's no enforcement, and as far 

as the not available thing, I trained ASI trainers.  I 

paid to have them trained.  I bought a fleet of ASI 

vehicles.  I asked to have an ASI tent next to our 

facility, and I hate the thought of doing it.  It's 

nothing but an expense to me.  ASI pays the trainers 

direct.  We get no money for it.  It's just something 

else you need to supervise and pay for a bunch of 

vehicles for.

Online course for kids, wow, let's see, Daphne 

was very concerned that a precedent would be set at 

Oceano because that would have a negative effect on the 

entire industry.  I'm too.  I'm very worried that 

something is going to happen.  It's going to be a very 
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unfortunate situation.  A child is going to lose their 

life, and it's going to have a big effect on the entire 

industry.  

Last week on Wednesday, I got to attend a 

deposition of a vendor who rents ATVs to children and 

listened to him explain the why, how he does it and the 

effect it has on whether or not they get hurt.  I hope 

you guys never get subjected to that, but I got to sit 

and watch that.  It looks like a very uncomfortable 

position to be in.  

Legislation, I gave you a synopsis of what I 

gave the senator's assistant as far as the way to do 

this.  Keep in mind my comments are strictly 

vendor-related. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Your time is up.  I'm sorry.  

RANDY JORDAN:  Okay.  It's interesting. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  With that, I'd like to ask a 

question, though.  

What type of vehicles do you rent with your 

service?  

RANDY JORDAN:  ATVs to adults.  We have Polaris 

RZRs and we have dune buggies. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  So you only rent vehicles with 

roll cages then?  

RANDY JORDAN:  Well, we have ATVs, but we don't 
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rent them to children.  ATVs don't have roll cages.  

We've been there 13 years.  We've never had a child 

hurt with the exception of a little boy that bit his 

tongue.  And I had watercraft rentals like you did. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  And what kind of action things -- 

problems that you had with those?  

RANDY JORDAN:  Well, I didn't notice so much 

that the friend did it.  But when they were renting 

from me, they were renting for an hour, 45 minutes.

I didn't have as much of a problem with that as 

you did -- as you talked about.  But it did happen 

where someone else would be on the vehicle, and we were 

renting jet skis, WaveRunners and boats.  I had three 

rental facilities in the Florida Keys.  

I'll tell you what the big difference was.  I 

put this in letters before.  They concluded that a lot 

of children were getting hurt on the ATVs -- on the 

WaveRunners, rather, and jet skis.  In a 30-day period, 

the state of Florida passed legislation that you had to 

have a driver's license to drive one.  And that was it, 

just put everybody out of business, just like that. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  No, I understand where you're 

coming from, but I mean there was a child, a 

six-year-old child, killed about a mile and a half from 

my house on a bicycle just about three weeks ago.  So 
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it's -- -- accidents are unfortunate and they happen.  

I think that -- you know, do the parents need to 

be -- you said a key thing, parents being ignorant when 

they rent these things.

THE WITNESS:  They're not stupid people.  They 

just don't know. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Yes, but there's -- the 

opportunity to educate those parents certainly exists.  

So I mean -- no.  So I mean I think that's an area for 

growth, for safety growth, is to educate the parents on 

what they're getting into.  And I think that the 

training programs go -- one thing that I'm going to 

disagree with you on is that most of these kids 

nowadays, the little ones, and I did a lot of coaching 

in youth leagues and stuff like that, they're based 

around these types of things.  

If you stick pamphlets and books and ask them to 

read like that in front -- to learn material, that's 

the way we learned, but that's not the way they learn.  

So they do interactive videos.  They do stuff -- it's 

on devices, handheld stuff, tablets, computers.  That's 

the way they are taught in schools and all the way 

through.  So I think that's the -- the technology 

shift, we're going to have to look at that.  

But does it need to have a comprehensive riding 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

295

certificate component or driving component to be able 

to get the certificate, absolutely.  I think 

Commissioner Pérez's concerns that she was asking about 

with the training course and how they -- what does it 

take to pass, I think Commissioner Slavik when he have 

was saying the sand versus the hard pack, those are all 

variables that need to be factored into the type of 

training that's going to be offered to everyone, not 

just you.  

So I'm with you on what you're saying.  Because 

I know you've shown up at a lot of these meetings, and 

you bring this up.  But I'm going to be blunt with you 

for a second, since you rent vehicles with roll cages 

it almost sounds like you're protecting your interests 

a little bit as far as business-wise.  

So I appreciate your message.  I know where 

you're coming from, but I also want to point that out 

to you because if you were sitting here and saying, 

"Hey, look it, I rent children ATVs, and this is what 

I'm thinking," you're an expert and I'm going to 

listen.  But when you're saying, "Well, the other guys 

are doing this and I'm not," it's like, okay -- I mean 

there's some things as far as trying to just sit up 

here and be objective, I noted that in my brain. 

RANDY JORDAN:  Then you misunderstood what I 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

296

said. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  Okay.  Well, I'm sorry.  But 

that's one way I did look at it.  

Your concerns resonate with me, and I understand 

the safety issues very much.  My family has been a 

motorcycle and ATV dealership since 1969.  We lost a 

really good customer not that long ago in a 

side-by-side.  He crashed it down a hill, and he ran 

into a tree when he was on his ranch.  

We've had ATVs -- lots people, we sold to for 

many years.  We've never, ever in the history of our 

dealership have we ever had a child get severely 

injured or killed on an ATV out of my parents' 

dealership.  So I can't say that for a motorcycle, 

okay?  And also what I can say -- you know, the other 

types of vehicles, we've had issues with, watercraft, 

things like that.  

But the ATVs and our experience because of the 

strict regulations that we followed as far as the 

dealership, we've never had that issue at our place.  I 

can only speak from my area of expertise, my 

responsibility.  

I think it's been brought up enough that the 

Division is paying attention to it, and I think that 

we're -- they're working.  They're looking for 
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solutions that are going to involve technology and 

trying to reach as many people as possible.  

And your point as far as the people being 

ignorant, the parents being not educated and knowing 

what they're getting into, I think that's a very 

important point, and we should make sure that's in the 

planning of what they're going to do. 

RANDY JORDAN:  The thought that a child can 

learn to drive an ATV on a computer is about, you know, 

as realistic as me saying I'm going to go and learn how 

to fly an airplane and fly myself back home.  You know, 

it's not realistic.  They need some handlebar time.  

Yes, I do own dune buggy rentals.  Yes, I 

believe in it because the children don't get hurt.  I 

believe in that very strongly because we've never had 

children hurt.  I don't think that children should be 

on rental ATVs.  I really don't because it's not long 

enough to teach them to ride.  

I've only offered to rent children ATVs so that 

someone will teach them ASI.  I submitted a plan to the 

Parks Department to do that ten months ago and haven't 

had a response yet other than it's being looked at.

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  We appreciate your 

comments.

RANDY JORDAN:  Thank you for giving me more than 
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three minutes.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Tom Tammone followed by Randy 

Banis.  

TOM TAMMONE:  Tom Tammone.  

Yeah, I'm a little concerned about the money in 

the pocket for education.  And I know law enforcement, 

I'd like to see them get more involved with community 

outreach.  They can also apply out of the same pot of 

money.  It opens up in East Kern that they'll eat up 

the money that the nonprofits are trying to go after.  

So maybe you need to have a second pocket in the future 

for the law enforcement guys to go after for education 

money.  

But I don't know what to say about all of the 

issues as far as people getting hurt and stuff.  But 

out in the southeast county of San Diego where I live, 

you get involved with some of the private pilots out 

there, you fly around.  There is Corral Canyon, and 

then over east of the mountains, there's Ocotillo Wells 

and that's basically it in the area.  And you go 

further east, and you're at Glamis.  So there's not 

much out there legally.  

But you fly around the foothills out there, and 

there's a lot of trails, and there's people riding on 

them.  And I don't know what to say, but they'll make 
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their own fun.  You go flying around the foothills, 

there's lots of when we say unclassified routes out 

there, so.  Whether we're putting legal opportunity or 

not out there, it's definitely out there.  It would 

definitely be a lot safer having people riding with 

some education.  These unclassified routes, God only 

knows what's happening on those.  

So the endgame is we need to have more legal 

opportunity where there's at least some sort of 

oversight.  

Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you.  

Randy Banis followed by Doug Varner.

RANDY BANIS:  Just wanted to say thank you for 

adding the desert bill to your next agenda.  Looking 

forward to it, and we will see you then.  

Thank you.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Thank you. 

Doug Varner passes.  That wraps up our public 

comment on those items.  

So it looks like we are coming to an end here.  

So I want to thank everyone for their participation and 

the Division staff for putting this together.  I think 

the tour was wonderful.  I know that there's been a lot 

of work put into this effort to get us where it's at.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING
916-492-1010                           916-492-1222 Fax

300

We have an upcoming meeting.  The next one will 

be May 28th will be the tour, 29th will be the 

Commission meeting. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  I think we talked about 

this a little bit.  I think our recommendation might be 

to try and do that out in Inyo County out by Bishop 

where the Adventure Trail has recently been authorized.  

It might be worth us going out there to take a look at 

that.  There is a legal challenge to that, but it's 

probably good for us to be familiar with that.  It is 

an experiment in the state, so that will be the sharing 

of roads with the Green Sticker vehicles, and I don't 

think it's a bad idea for us to go out, but I leave 

that to the Commission to determine.  If you don't want 

to determine that now, we can look at that in the 

future.

The other comment I think we want to make is to 

remind everybody -- it's in your notes on the agenda -- 

and that is the Commission meeting that is going in 

October, those dates are now changed to coincide with 

the NOHVCC.  We're going from -- it was originally the 

22nd and 23rd.  It is now the 28th and the 29th.  That 

will be up in the Folsom area.  

Vicki is waiving at me. 

THE CLERK:  The meeting will be on the 28th, and 
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the tour is on the 29th. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  So kind of reverse, but 

save those dates.  We're anticipating that the tour 

will probably go in Prairie City, and I think we're 

looking at the Lake Natomas area?  Is that more 

specific?  

THE CLERK:  The Lake Natoma Inn. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR CONLIN:  All right.  So that's 

my last junk. 

CHAIR CABRAL:  And the information on the 

meeting is on the Commission website so -- if anyone 

would like to take look.  

One last item, I had a note passed to me from 

Commissioner Slavik.  He just thought it might be a 

good idea for maybe some people to throw some money 

together to possibly buy a flower arrangement for Phil 

Jenkins' father, Ray Jenkins.  The gentleman definitely 

was a pioneer in the OHV community and was 

well-respected.  So I personally am going to take out a 

$20 bill out of my wallet, and we can go from there.  

If anyone has a desire to do that, why don't you come 

up to the table here, and then we can see how we can 

make this work.  

Thank you once again, everybody.  And we hope we 

will see you again.  
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COMMISSIONER LUEDER:  I'll make a motion to 

adjourn.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK:  I'll second that.

CHAIR CABRAL:  Do we have to have a roll call 

for this?  

COUNSEL TOBIAS:  No.  

CHAIR CABRAL:  Meeting is adjourned, all in 

favor?  

(Simultaneous voice vote by Commissioners.) 

(Meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m.) 

--oOo-- 
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