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AGENDA ITEM I - CALL TO ORDER at 8:30 a.m.

CHAIR CABRAL: Good morning. I'd like to bring

this meeting to order. I'll have to adjust my mic

here, it's a little far away. Anyone outside still?

All right. It looks like we have one or two out there.

AGENDA ITEM I(A) - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CHAIR CABRAL: So let's everyone stand for the

Pledge of Allegiance.

(Pledge led by Chair Cabral.)

AGENDA ITEM I(B) - ROLL CALL

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. We'll start off with

roll call. Vicki?

THE CLERK: Commissioner Kevin Litwin from

Monrovia, California.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Present.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Tom Lemmon from San

Diego, California.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: Here.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Kevin Murphy from

Morgan Hill, California.

(Absent.)

THE CLERK: Commissioner Ed Patrovsky from Apple

Valley, California.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY: Here.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Eric Lueder from Mill
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Valley, California.

COMMISSIONER LUEDER: Here.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Ted Cabral from

Penngrove, California.

CHAIR CABRAL: Here. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: You didn't call me.

CHAIR CABRAL: Oh, we missed one.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: I'm back.

THE CLERK: My apologies. Commissioner Paul

Slavik from Huntington Beach, California.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Here.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you, Vicki.

We've got that going, a little technical

difficulty, but we're all good.

The first thing I'd like to do is I'd like to

introduce a couple of local elected officials, Lori

Simpson. She was on our tour yesterday. Lori? Here

she is.

COUNTY SUPERVISOR SIMPSON: I just arrived.

CHAIR CABRAL: No, that's all right. Well,

thank you. We appreciate your getting here.

COUNTY SUPERVISOR SIMPSON: And thank you for

meeting here in our county. We're really happy to have

you here.

CHAIR CABRAL: Well, it's been a pleasure. It's
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really nice up here and we had a nice tour yesterday,

and I was glad to see you on the tour. I know we've

run into each other at a couple of the Sierra -- the

dialogue sessions for the Forest Service, so it's nice

to see you here engaged with the motorized community

too. Thank you.

COUNTY SUPERVISOR SIMPSON: Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Also John Olofson. John, do you

have anything to say?

JOHN OLOFSON: No.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. And then Daniel Lovato.

Daniel?

DANIEL LOVATO: Well, good morning, Members of

the Commission here. I want to welcome you to the

Plumas National Forest, and I'm glad you had a great

day yesterday. I was sorry that I couldn't join you on

your tour yesterday, but I had another meeting in

Sacramento that I had to be at; however, I do know that

some of my staff was there, and I did touch base with

them last night, and they were very pleased.

And I just want you to know, like I said, the

Forest is going through a transition with some

leadership changes; however, the consistency will

remain that the Forest is always willing to look and

work with partnerships to promote the usage of our over
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a thousand miles of roads on national forest here in

the Plumas for the use of visitors for now and in the

future, so thank you for your efforts.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you for attending the

meeting. I appreciate it.

Okay. So now we have a couple of commissioners

that have been reappointed. Commissioner Slavik has

been reappointed by the Governor's Office, and I'm glad

to have you back, Paul. Your wealth of knowledge and

experience is an important part of the Commission, so

why don't you say a few things about, I guess, your

reappointment.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: I'm supposed to say

something about that?

CHAIR CABRAL: A few words.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Well, I understand that

the Senate Rules Committee did reaffirm my appointment,

and it now has to go on the floor for a vote, so it is

not a totally done deal but I'm happy to be back.

Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you, Paul. And also

Commissioner Kevin Murphy went through the same process

and he was reappointed. So, unfortunately, Kevin

couldn't be with us on this tour and the meeting.

And we also have a new commissioner, Kevin
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Litwin. Kevin?

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Good morning. Well, if

you have a wealth of knowledge here to my left, you

have the least amount of knowledge sitting right here.

I don't even have an OHV in my garage or in my driveway

right now, not that I haven't already considered it

after doing a tour with Paul over in Hungry Valley.

It's just a real honor to have been appointed by

the Senate Rules Committee by Senator Kevin de Leon.

And, so far, this is my first tour, and it's just been

really amazing.

I'd like to really thank the staff and Vicki for

making it pretty seamless, just coming up here and

meeting with you folks and doing the tour of Plumas

Hill. I look forward to at least a good four years, I

think I have to do, and to learn a lot more.

CHAIR CABRAL: Well, thank you.

(Audience applause.)

CHAIR CABRAL: At this point, I'd like to remind

the people in the audience that we're volunteers up

here, so we're doing the best we can to represent the

Californians on OHV issues in the program and for the

State, but we are volunteers. We're accessible, but,

you know, please, if we can have a civil discussion on

points that we agree on and don't agree on, that's
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greatly appreciated by us.

The next thing we have -- we have staff, so we

have our Acting Deputy Director, Maria Mowrey.

We also have Susan Brock, our Administrative

Chief Acting. We have Kathryn Tobias, our legal

counsel. Marivel Barajas, Deputy Director of

Legislation. Lynn Sadler, Deputy Director of Division

of Boating Waterways. Is she here? No, okay.

And then the last one, we have the privilege of

having the State Parks Director, the Department of

Parks and Recreation, Lisa Mangat. So Lisa?

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I am

Lisa Mangat. I'm the Director of the Department of

Parks and Recreation. And, actually, I think spending

the day with you yesterday kind of reminded me that

it's probably not a bad idea to kind of talk about who

I am, what my position is, and what is the relationship

to the Department of Parks and Recreation and the OHV

activities that occur in the State of California.

So, first and foremost, I want to say that I'm

very proud and feel so very privileged to be here and

represent the Off-Highway Vehicle Division staff that

you know and love, who work tirelessly every day to

maintain and support high-quality recreational

activities through the Off-Highway Vehicle Program.
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A lot of people don't realize that those staff

are nested within the Department of Parks and

Recreation. In the State of California, we have a

robust system of 280 parks. Nine of those parks are

designated as off-highway vehicle parks. But what a

lot of people don't recognize is most off-highway

vehicle recreational activities actually happen

elsewhere on federal lands, and it is through this

program that we support those activities through our

grants program.

I think yesterday's tour was a perfect reminder

of that. I'm so pleased to hear the term

"partnerships," because it shows how public access to

these special places is preserved through partnerships.

What we've found is that, you know, we are an

ecosystem of parks throughout the State of California,

and users don't make the distinction on whether they're

on a federal property or a state property or a local

property.

And so one of the things that we find ourselves

talking about within the administration is how can we

behave more in line with how users want to recreate

with us, and work through those partnerships and have

kind of a more seamless interaction with our visitors.

So you'll hear us talking a lot about that in the
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future.

So I just want to thank you for the opportunity

to be here and also I want to thank the public. Your

engagement is so very important. Every time the public

shows up it's because these things are important, and

your engagement means that there's public support and

that people care. So thank you for taking the time to

come, and also thank you for taking the time to kind of

take me aside and talk to me about what's really

important, so I want to thank you for that.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

And I would like to say a word about our

Director is that she is definitely accessible and she's

willing to discuss issues with everyone from staff to

us as commissioners to the public, so take advantage of

the opportunity. We do have a business meeting today,

but we'll have some breaks. So if you'd like to speak

with her, this would be a good chance for the public to

do that.

The next thing we have is information regarding

our public comment periods. We have two different

colored cards to have filled out. Vicki is showing

them. So we have -- the green ones, if I recall

correctly, are for the agenda items. So anything

that's on our agenda we'll be taking public comment on
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the stuff in some type of a structure here.

For time purposes under the Deputy Director's

Reports, we're going to be consolidating some of the

comments on that area. So I encourage people in the

crowd to take notes during that period, because if you

want to make your comments at that time, it would be

good to be able to hit a couple of different subjects.

The other one would be the blue cards. The blue

cards are for non-agenda items. That's for anything

someone wants to comment about, and that's going to

happen at 1:30 promptly. The details of this are on

the agenda. The agendas are on the back table outside

the doors here if anyone wants to look into all the

details of that.

AGENDA ITEM II - AGENDA MANAGEMENT

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Agenda Management. Let's

see here, has everyone read -- all commissioners

read/aware? Any comments or anything with the agenda?

No?

So the agenda is approved as submitted.

AGENDA ITEM III - APPROVAL OF MINUTES

CHAIR CABRAL: Minutes.

Commissioner Leuder, did you have something?

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: No.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay.

OHV COMMISSION 
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COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: I have a brief comment. I

appreciate the format of the last meeting notes, very

easy to read.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

Any additions/subtractions? No? So we'll

approve the minutes as they were submitted.

AGENDA ITEM IV(A) - COMMISSION REPORTS

CHAIR CABRAL: Next we're going to move into

Commissioner Reports. So why don't we start -- I'd

like to go from my right to my left.

Commissioner Patrovsky.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY: I have nothing specific

to report right now.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

Commissioner Lemmon.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: Is this on?

I just want to report I had the opportunity to

attend the Tierra Del Sol event in early March. That

event, as many of you know, faced permit issues to do

the event in a State Park. They moved across the

highway, basically, to go over to a trailer park,

didn't have any organized trail runs.

Obviously, it was a loss for us not being able

to, you know, issue a permit and collect revenues and

pay for staff time that was taken up by a lot of folks
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that enjoyed the event. I think it went off quite

well, but certainly something we need to look at in the

future.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Commissioner Leuder.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Yes, thank you. So since

the last meeting, I attended a Forest Service volunteer

day coordinated by Don Amador of Quiet Warrior Racing,

up on the Mendocino National Forest, the Upper Lake

unit, and that was mid-May. We got together and worked

on a couple of pretty important projects on the trail

system and got a few volunteers together and are trying

to start a volunteer program on that forest to emulate

some of the other programs.

Stonyford site has a pretty good volunteer

program that has monthly work parties and, of course,

we saw what's going on here in the Plumas, so I'm

looking forward to being a part of that in the future,

so thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Commissioner Litwin.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Thank you. Well, being

the newest commissioner, I'm still kind of looking to

see how this format works, and so every day is a

learning process.
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Let me just explain so far my appointment, which

was at the end of April, and so I'm a little over

30 days into it. I walked into a Yamaha store to kind

of peruse around and see what the products are like.

I've talked and met with Paul. We had the opportunity

to go do a tour of Hungry Valley during Memorial Day

weekend. That was probably the biggest eye-opening

experience.

As a person that in the last -- well, 30 days

ago, I didn't even know any of this existed. I didn't

know these parks existed. I didn't know these programs

existed. And so when you're driving down the 5 and you

pass Six Flags and you're coming to Gorman, and you get

off and you come off and it's just, wow, this is really

neat stuff.

And then to be able to see the interactions of

just -- besides the regular riders that are out there

passionate about the sport, you see families, you see

moms and dads and kids riding together. We saw a lot

more females out on the track. We saw a lot more

diversity even in race, and that was -- as a kid, I did

have a bike and so -- it's not that -- I don't have an

OHV right now, but I have, and I have been in the back

country areas and stuff like as a former Marine too as

well.
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And I don't remember females out there on the

tracks when I was growing up, I don't remember seeing

families, I don't remember seeing the activities. And,

heck, we sure didn't have places like Hungry Valley.

We were just pretty much riding around quarries and

whatnot like that. So it was really amazing to see how

it's organized, and there's a lot of thought, you can

tell, put into the process.

So this is my crash course over the last 30 days

of getting to today's meeting, and then yesterday's

tour was really neat too as well.

Besides that, we also did meet -- as a new

commissioner, when we met in San Clemente, Maria was

great to come down and give us a one-on-one course, me

and Tom, and so that was a good beginning, a good start

to understand a lot of the acronyms that are out there

and understanding how all this kind of comes together.

But after yesterday's tour, I went back last

night and I was reading my binder which we get, and

it's starting to click a little bit. It's starting to

make more sense, and so I'll continue to do that and

I'll continue to work towards getting more educated on

this process because I do see this as a great value.

As a resident of California, I have no plans of

ever leaving California, I think it's the greatest
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state in the union, so I think I'm really just excited

to continue to learn.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Commissioner Slavik.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Good morning, everybody.

Glad to be back. So I'm just going to go down a list

here:

April 26th, I attended a Forest Service and

Tread Lightly! meeting that Garrett is going to talk

about and some of the details, but I think there's an

opportunity there for the State Parks to share in the

education of the public with Tread Lightly! Some

materials that Tread Lightly! have developed really

resonate, and they're doing it on a state-by-state

basis so that it's unique to the individual states, so

I'm sure Garrett is going to give us a lot more

information on that, so that was up in Lake Tahoe.

And then April 28th, a couple of days later, I

attended the first ATV safety committee meeting that we

had been talking about for some time, and Greg

Schumaker, I believe, is going to give an update on

that. But, essentially, it was these two individuals

from Highway Patrol were there, one of them was a lady

that was with us at Prairie City when we did our tour

of Prairie City, so she had kind of an idea of what was
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going on.

Another gentleman from the DMV was part of that

Commission -- or part of that meeting, and the takeaway

I got from it was those folks had basically no clue

about our program or any of the variances of what the

individual needs of the constituents, I guess I should

say.

So I suggested that they partake in an ATV

safety training, and they took advantage of that. I

think that went off pretty well and really kind of

introduced them to what, on the ground, what it is like

to be on an ATV. I thought that was important.

May 12th, I attended a Coastal Commission

meeting, it was right down the street from my house, so

I have to say that was a real experience. I won't go

any further into that. Completely different than our

meetings.

May 20th, I attended a Honda donation

presentation at Hangtown, and this is something that

I've been talking to you folks about for some time.

Honda graciously has allowed to donate 20 units now

and, hopefully, it's going to be an ongoing situation.

Some of those units are going to go, I believe, to

Hungry Valley, to Oceano, and to Prairie City to kind

of update the fleet that's there that's been pretty
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worn out from the units I donated back in the early

'90s, so Greg is going to help us out with that a

little bit more.

And thank you for Lisa, too, also coming to that

and being a part of that presentation. There was some

media there, NBC was there that was covering Hangtown,

and Ted was there as well. So, hopefully, it got a

little airtime, a little promotional stuff for State

Parks.

Let's see. May 28th, Commissioner Litwin and I

went to Hungry Valley, and I've got a couple of things

to read here. The Supervising Ranger, Gary Hughey -- I

couldn't quite pronounce the name there -- but great

guy. It was really an eye-opener for me to spend time

in that park when the busiest day of the -- I guess of

the whole park season was there.

I've never -- I've been in that park probably 50

times over the course of the years. I've never seen

that many people in the park. There were probably

10,000 people there. Lots of family camps, lots of,

like Kevin was saying, there was a wide variety of

people there, lots of kids riding around with their

parents. It was really something to see.

And the interesting thing was you didn't have to

get very far from the campground and there was nobody
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on the trail. Maybe one or two people we'd run into

every once in a while.

We ran into some law enforcement issues out

there, so Gary, being the supervising ranger, he was on

the radio. And we sat in an intersection and he was

coordinating these things. One gentleman broke his leg

somewhere out, and everybody went out looking for him,

then he ended up back in the campground.

And they had a 19-year-old individual, a male

individual walking in the park with a .22 rifle, and

nobody could figure out what this guy was doing. So

that required about a half a day's processing, that

situation.

And then somebody else got lost, but it was

interesting just to hear the law enforcement aspect of

that park, which I had never really been intimately

involved with before.

So there were two things that happened in the

park that I think are worth talking about here, just

for a moment. One of them was, let's see, May 19th to

the 22nd, there was a Baja SAE challenge held at Quail

Canyon, a special event -- the motocross track in the

park. SAE, for those of you who may not understand it,

it's the Society of Automotive Engineers. They had an

event that they basically gave a team a 5-horsepower
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Briggs & Stratton motor, and they had all these

qualifications they needed to do with these Briggs &

Stratton motors, these challenges that they needed to

build a machine that would somehow win the challenge.

But the interesting thing about this, and this

is amazing, the universities represented were from

Canada, China, India, Mexico, South Korea, United Arab

Emirates, and the USA. So a truly international event.

I had no idea that this thing was being held, and they

want to come back and do it again. That's something we

need to toot our horn about, I think, and they loved

the site, they loved the park, they loved the track.

The staff was very accommodating to them, and I guess

there was a reciprocal agreement with that kind of

thing.

And just the last thing real quickly, there was

a marijuana bust in the park, so that happened on

May 2nd. And the rangers, they had a Reconnaissance

Commission. They found this illegal marijuana garden,

it was a drug cartel deal. It was right within the

park. There were over ten acres of marijuana growing

there not very far from a trail.

And when they actually had the bust, it was a

cooperative effort from rangers and highway patrol and

State Parks and helicopters and K-9 dogs and the whole
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routine. It was a big deal, and Gary was pretty

excited about that. It was something that rangers just

wait for, you know, kind of things like that.

Anyway, I'm happy to be back, and it's been fun.

CHAIR CABRAL: Well, good. Thank you, Paul.

First off on my report, I want to thank the

staff, once again. The staff did a wonderful job

putting together this tour. I know there's a lot of

background work that goes into it. Maria, you and the

rest of the staff, I know you put a lot of effort into

this, so we really appreciate the support from the

Commission level that the OHV Division staff does for

us.

Also, the Forest Service, the volunteers, the

county. That was wonderful. I love to see the

collaboration and people working like that together.

That's people supporting their community, and, really,

that's what I believe that our country should be based

upon is just that type of a philosophy. So it's good

to see that happening here. And it's kind of a -- and

it seems like the seed was planted. It's been watered,

it's in good soil, and it's just starting to grow.

It's just sprouting.

I think a lot more is going to come from this,

and I'm excited about it and I'm looking forward to

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

23

coming up here and seeing the advances. And I'm going

to take a couple of peeks around on my dirt bike to see

how some of these trails I've heard about that were

hidden back in the trees, how good they are. So I plan

to do that.

Non-OHV stuff. I attended our Director's

confirmation hearing from the Senate Rules Committee in

Sacramento. I also attended the Hispanic Chamber of

Commerce Governor's Appointees event at the Stanford

Historic Mansion in downtown Sacramento. If anyone

hasn't ever been to the mansion, it's a wonderful

experience. You should probably go check that out if

you're in Sacramento.

But with that Hispanic, I wanted to speak to

that for a second. My dad is an Azorean. He's from

the Azores Islands in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.

He's an immigrant and he's Portuguese, but that's the

part I'm considered to be Hispanic.

The one thing I can definitely relate to is the

experience of the people that come in that are Mexican

heritage or South American heritage that have come in

to be farm workers, because that's how my family

started.

And to go and to be able to be at an event where

I could talk to all these different appointees and
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other members of the Chamber of Commerce and stuff that

were there, to have a similar background, even though

I'm not, you know, a Mexican or South American or any

of that, still we have that real common bond of how our

families came into this country. That was a really

neat event.

On the OHV side of things, Hangtown Motocross

National. It was a great event by the Dirt Diggers

North Motorcycle Club and the staff at the Prairie City

off-highway vehicle park there.

I am concerned with one thing with the Hangtown

MX National is that I think it is exorbitant the amount

of fees that the Dirt Diggers North Motorcycle Club is

being charged for traffic control by the CHP. $10,000

to have a couple of CHP officers standing out there

waving their hands is simply ridiculous, and those CHP

officers need to -- the CHP staff, I intend to make the

higher-ups in CHP aware of the fact that the Green

Sticker Fund supports the CHP budget, so that will be

something I'll be working on.

At the event, Honda donated 20 units, like Paul

suggested also -- or reported. They also made a

commitment to continue this, so that was nice to see

that Honda is going to be in the background here.

They're considering this to be a support of the OHV
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program but also a support of safety issues.

Also, we have our monthly Transformation

meetings. I'm on the Transformation -- State Parks

Transformation Advisory Committee, and the third

Thursday of every month we have, at 11:00 a.m., we have

a conference call. We've had one meeting that was in

person.

Since the last OHV meeting we'd had, there's

been updates on service-based budgeting, there's been

updates on hiring practices and how that's been

improved. There's been a whole slew of actually things

of whether it's procedural or internal working stuff

that's in the process of moving forward, which is great

to see.

And, also, at the last meeting we've had some

information on possible reorganizations, thoughts and

ideas on that, maybe looking at grants, the operations,

and also planning. So we're going to have an

informational report coming up on our agenda here

shortly, and we'll have some more information on that.

I met with Elizabeth Goldstein from the

California State Parks Foundation to discuss the

California marijuana legalization initiative and the

proposed tax structure that's with that. Elizabeth

Goldstein and her staff have worked hard to come up
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with a funding source. They've been trying to do this

for years, and they came up with one -- there's

multiple initiatives out there, but the one that

they're supporting is an initiative that has a

component in it to -- of the tax -- the tax is broken

up into pieces, and the pie has got different slices to

it.

There's a big slice of it that goes to drug

programs, there's a slice that goes to law enforcement,

and then there's another slice that gets broken up into

smaller ones. And 20 percent of that one is going to

go to State Parks if it is passed. It is an

initiative, it has to go through the process, it is

leading in polls at this point, so it's possible for it

to pass.

They are estimating the total tax revenue, this

is not the pieces, but the total tax revenue could be

up to $1 billion. So this is a very interesting side

note to things that are going on in State Parks, and it

could dramatically change the landscape, so I just

thought I should be able to report on that, and that

was one of the reasons I met with her.

The other question I had is I wanted to know if

it was also going to support OHV, and she said

absolutely, it was part of the whole thing. So it was
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for all of State Parks programs, not one individually.

I also attended the Berryessa Snow Mountain

National Monument dedication, and I'd like to thank the

incredible efforts Donna McGuire. Donna, where are

you?

You're back -- there you are. You know, it was

a great day. It was a great day for people to just

enjoy the outdoors. I mean, there was every form of

representation of recreation there and preservation.

It was awesome, and we had -- there were just so many

politicians there. We had congressmen. And we had all

the way from Congressman Thompson down to the Mayor of

Winters, I think it was, who has been a big proponent

of the whole program there, putting this monument

together.

And there was a whole choir of children, many of

them were young ladies, okay, so they're performing the

"Star Spangled Banner" and they're doing all these

different songs and stuff at this site, it was very

cool.

Well, we have this huge OHV outreach booth at

this event because -- in this national monument,

planning was put into it, and there was OHV used as one

of the components. And there have been ongoing OHV

activities in this national monument from since the
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early '60s, and now that it's actually designated as

being an official use in this monument, which is rare.

So we have this huge outreach event there. Our

secretary -- California National Resources secretary,

John Laird, was there. He visited the outreach staff

and everything. He was really excited with the booth.

And then I looked and -- after the events get

started, you know, and the politician starts talking

and the young ladies got bored. And I kind of look

over at the OHV booth, and there they all are. They're

over there climbing on the demonstration ATV and

they're looking at all the animals and all the

different things, and it was really cool to see all the

kids over there at the booth.

So, Donna, thank you very much. I appreciate

it. And Secretary Laird was very complimentary to the

outreach, and he thought it was just wonderful, so I

want you to know that.

Also, on that tour -- on that event, we were

able to go on a 4X4 tour that Don Amador from Quiet

Warrior Racing, organized with a local jeep club. With

that was Secretary of the Interior, Sally Jewell, went

on the tour. They went back up and off of Walker Ridge

and on BLM property and then viewed into some Forest

Service property. It was a nice drive, and she was
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impressed with the program and how we all tried to work

together, and that was something that she stressed that

was extremely important to her.

When we got back to the main staging area, she

expressed her deep admiration for the California OHV

program. She called it "world class," and the example

the rest of the country should emulate. So that's what

her message was to us, which I was grateful to hear.

With that, I'd like to segue into the Southern

California National Monuments. We have the Mohave

Trails, the Sand to Snow, and the Castle Mountains were

designated without a management plan in place like the

Snow Mountain -- Berryessa Snow Mountain one.

The public will be engaged through the Desert

Advisory Council to be able to do the management for

that. So that will be an ongoing process that we'll

see coming forward. And also San Gabriel, I don't

think, has a recreation or any plans with that one too.

So, with that, there's going to be a full

process going forward. I encourage people to contact

any of their -- especially their federal

representatives for -- I'm not against national

monuments, I prefer them personally to be brought

through a process that is debated through Congress

instead of just the president writing an order.
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But, with that, I think it's important that

whenever these designations are made that there's

already plans in place and that there's funding in

place, and that's something I think we should be able

to express to our representatives.

With that, that concludes my Commissioner

Report.

AGENDA ITEM IV(C) - REVIEW COMMISSION COMMITTEES AND

MEMBERSHIPS

CHAIR CABRAL: And we're going to move into our

next item, and that's going to be our commission ad hoc

committees. And we have a couple of committees here

that we have some openings from some commissioners that

have decided not to remain on the Commission, and we

have some new commissioners.

So the ATV Safety Commission -- I mean,

Committee is Commissioner Slavik and Commissioner

Lemmon would like to be included on that one.

The next one we have is the BLM Liaison, that's

Commissioner Patrovsky and myself.

The Air Resources Board -- California Air

Resources Board or CARB, right now it's currently

myself. Is there anyone that would like to be on that

subcommittee with me? No? Okay.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: I'll do it.
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CHAIR CABRAL: Oh, you will, okay.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Yes, I'll do it. Thank

you.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Well, I was going to say,

Commissioner Litwin lives not very far from the Air

Resources Board -- well, maybe I'm -- where is the

location where you meet?

CHAIR CABRAL: Actually, we meet a lot in

Sacramento, but their main offices are in Diamond Bar.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Diamond Bar, yeah, so

that's close.

CHAIR CABRAL: Yeah. One thing about that is

we'd be able to have somebody that would be on each end

of the spectrum between Sacramento and us.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: That's fine.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: I'm kind of in between. I

think I have to say -- I'll say yes. But if I get a

choice too as well, I'd love to be on the outreach when

you get to that point.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Commissioner Lueder, would

you like to withdraw on your --

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Yes, I'll withdraw my

volunteer.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

So now we have Commissioner Litwin.
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The Clear Creek Management Area is with myself

and Commissioner Murphy, who is not here.

Now we have Cost Recovery is Commissioner

Lueder. I wanted to discuss that specific one. Is

that ad hoc committee, does that -- it seems like that

might kind of be rolled into the one underneath

education, the Fuel Tax Study/2018 Sunset. I mean,

that one is kind of a catchall one. I don't know the

name we should have with it, but should that be

included there or not? What does the Commission feel?

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Well, being on the committee

myself, I would say that we could roll that Cost

Recovery Committee into one of the other subcommittees.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Let's see how we can do

that, all right?

Education and Outreach. We'd have Commissioner

Murphy and Commissioner Litwin, okay.

Fuel Tax Study/2018 Sunset. That would be

Commissioner Lueder and myself.

The next one we have is the Law

Enforcement/Private Property Interface, and we have

Commissioner Patrovsky. And Commissioner Lemmon, you

had some interest in that?

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: Yes, I'd like to serve on

that.
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CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

Pacific Crest Trail is myself and Commissioner

Patrovsky.

Urban Parks and Acquisitions. We have an

opening here. We have Commissioner Slavik.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: I'll volunteer to serve on

that committee with Commissioner Slavik.

CHAIR CABRAL: And then the United States Forest

Service Liaison, that's myself and Commissioner Lueder.

So, with that, we'll move to the next, and we'll

go into the reports.

AGENDA ITEM IV(B) - COMMITTEE REPORTS

CHAIR CABRAL: So let's start with the Safety --

the Safety Committee.

Commissioner Slavik, do you have anything?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Well, I kind of said it in

my report.

Greg, are you going to give -- a full report on

that, so I'll defer to Mr. Schumaker.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

BLM Liaison, Commissioner Petrovsky.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY: I have a little bit of

information. Last week Chairman Cabral, Will Harris,

who is now, again, working with -- for the Division and

Rick Le Flore, the staff, he'll have a conference call
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regarding the Clear Creek Special Management Area,

which is -- I'm sorry -- Clear Creek Management Area,

which is managed by the BLM in San Bernardino County.

This is a -- for those of you that don't know,

this is an historic motorcycle riding area that's been

used since, I believe, the 1950s. And several years

ago it was determined -- EPA did a study, and there are

concerns about naturally-occurring asbestos fibers in

the serpentine soil that can be kicked up by riding.

The EPA conducted a study. Their study results

were that there was a potential hazard. The OHMVR

Division had an acknowledged expert in the area,

Dr. Robert Nolan, and engaged him to do a further

study, and Nolan's results contradicted the EPA study.

At the current time, the Clear Creek area is

close to motorcycle riding; however, there is a

provision in the BLM's Resource Management Plan that

this issue can be revisited if new evidence comes

aboard that indicates that riding conditions are safe.

What I wanted to bring up is that there's no

document yet, no summary or anything like that, but

we've been advised that Dr. Nolan has conducted an

expanded study. And the preliminary results we've been

told verbally are that the hazards are minimal, and

that it looks like in the future we'll be, you know,
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revisiting this issue.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. It will be nice to

see that moving forward, so it was a good conference

call for sure.

The next thing we'll have is the Air Resources

Board. There was a meeting scheduled for Monday the

6th, but it had some conflicts with stuff so we had to

move it back. I haven't had that date yet, but the

survey -- let me see my notes here. The OHV survey is

in the middle of its cycle, so we'll have an update at

our September meeting from the ARB staff on the results

of the survey and wherever things are at.

They're going to be moving forward, and we'll

have probably another update in the November meeting

and we'll be able to kind of get a clearer picture of

where the green sticker information is at -- the green

sticker versus red sticker and how they're going to

manage this. This whole subject is kind of blown up

with the federal EPA, with taking street vehicles and

converting them to dirt and the racing vehicles and

things like that.

So I know the California Air Resources Board is

now communicating with the EPA on this, and so it's

kind of exciting to know that this committee -- the

input from this committee and also from the
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stakeholders that have attended the public meetings

that the Air Resources Board has put on is actually

going to be going to a federal level possibly, so I

think we're really having some positive change here.

I'm looking forward to what's going to come out of

this. I don't think it's going to be a situation

that's going to be a big negative; I think there's

going to be some positive developments out of this long

term.

Next we have the California Statewide Motorized

Trail. That subcommittee we'll have -- we're going to

have an informational report on that, so we'll skip

over that one.

Let's see. Clear Creek, that was actually

rolled into the BLM report that we had with

Commissioner Slavik.

Cost Recovery. Is there anything you have on

that?

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: No.

CHAIR CABRAL: No, okay.

Next we have Education Outreach. Commissioner

Murphy is not here. Commissioner Litwin, as he's made

it aware, he's enthusiastic, but no.

The next thing we have is the Fuel Tax

Study/2018 Sunset Transformation.
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Commissioner Lueder.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Recently we received a draft

of that Fuel Tax Study through -- through a public

source, so I'm not sure that all of us on the

Commission have had a chance to look at it, but I

understand that there is a draft that's been

circulating internally within the State. So at this

point I don't have any other information on it, but

that's basically where it's at.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Mr. Chair, if I may?

CHAIR CABRAL: Yes.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: I've got some information on

that. I'm not sure what you're referencing in terms of

a draft of the Governor's report that was circulated by

a public entity. So there is a Fuel Tax Study that is

required under California statute and was requested by

the Legislature. It was due in January of 2017.

As you know it was, I think, led by the

transportation agency, but as being one family under

the Governor, the Department of Parks and Recreation

has been working very closely with them. It is

currently under review within the administration, so

there is no report that's been released by the

Governor. But I'd be interested in talking to you

about what public agency has shared some draft. I
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haven't seen that.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Yes. I misspoke on the

public. It wasn't a public agency, it was a public

source. So it was a private individual who received a

draft through -- I'm not sure what source -- and he

forwarded it to Division and asked that it be provided

to the Commission. So that was a recent development

that happened in the last few days.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So just to make clear for the

record, the Department of Parks and Recreation, which

also includes the Office of Highway -- the Off-Highway

Vehicle Division, has not provided the Commission the

Governor's report that's due to the Legislature. It

also hasn't been provided to the Legislature.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. So what we have then is a

leaked document that's being distributed around, so

that's something that I'm sure would be sensitive to

the Governor's Office and to your staff and everybody

else.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Also, I would encourage that

if anyone wants to talk to me about it, they should

feel free to grab me during the break or ask me any

questions.

CHAIR CABRAL: That would be great. Thank you.

The other thing on this would be the 2018 Team
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Sunset, and that's really heavily intertwined with

transformation, because the transformation process has

started before any sunset negotiations, and the

transformation process needs to be worked through.

The sunset part of the OHV Division, I know the

Director has made it clear to anyone that would like to

listen to her on the subject that the OHV program is

very important to the Department of Parks and

Recreation, and that she wants to make sure that it

continues to be the viable program that it is. So I

want to make sure that that is credited to you. So

we'll be working through that. There will be more

information on that. Like I said, there's a

Transformation update coming.

Law Enforcement/Private Property Interface.

Commissioner Patrovsky.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY: Nothing specifically,

but I'll have a few comments on the next item.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay.

Commissioner Lemmon, do you have anything you

want to add based off of your experience with that

event you went to?

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: What I noticed out at the

TDS event was that the Imperial sheriffs were very busy

as there was a lot of ingress/egress crossing the state
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highway, and it kept them busy for sure, and I'm sure

there were a lot of resources that they expended on

that side of the road, so --

CHAIR CABRAL: And I believe that that Sheriffs

Department has participated in our Grants and

Cooperatives Agreement program, so they would be

supplemented for that type of work.

Next we have the Pacific Crest Trail

Subcommittee.

Commissioner Patrovsky.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY: I just wanted to make a

note that two of my long-time friends are doing a

through-hike of the entire Pacific Crest Trail this

year. And while they were hiking through the East Kern

County portion of the trail where we've had some

complaints of conflicts between motorized recreation

motorcycles versus trail hikers and some property

owners, I asked them to be specifically alert to any

possible conflicting motorcycle activity. And what

they told me after they completed that section of the

hike is that they encountered several motorcycles, but

in each instance they were riding where they were

supposed to be riding and there weren't any conflicts.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. I also have a couple

items on the Pacific Crest Trail. I discussed the PCT
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management with Beth Boyst, the manager for the Pacific

Crest Trail for the Forest Service. For people that

don't know, the Forest Service manages the Pacific

Crest Trail. It is the oversight agency.

Unfortunately, her plate is really full right

now with -- on a couple of things. She's been put on a

different job detail within the Forest Service, and

also there was significant storm damage to the PCT down

in Southern California where it crosses -- I think it's

Highway 58. There was a huge washout there, and she

had to scramble to get Caltrans, the water -- L.A.

County, the water agency on it, being able to go

through.

And they opened up a -- a levy road that they

have there, and they're using that as a supplement for

the PCT. I don't know if we saw during the winter,

there was a whole newscast where there was just mud

that completely closed off the road, cars were

swallowed and stuff. Well, it took out the PCT too

also.

But, with that, we agreed to meet with the Kern

Recreational Landowners Association to address

rerouting the PCT. This isn't private property areas.

We also looked to placing signage on private landowner

trails and to view the BLM property where the PCT and a
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connector trail between private trails exist.

The BLM is -- well, she's discussed with the

gentleman down at the -- I think it is the Ridgecrest

office, Carl. BLM was considering applying for a grant

to reroute the motorized trail to better serve the

recreationists of the PCT and the motorized trail.

This is kind of a land-locked piece of BLM land

that's up in this landowner's association's private

property area. It's exciting to see the stuff starting

to come together. And what used to be a very

highly-contentious area, and now we're starting to get

some actual real stuff on the ground, signage.

The Pacific Crest Trail is marked in two

different directions there that actually are taking

shortcut. The hikers are taking a shortcut on private

property on a motorcycle trail, so there's a little bit

of conflict on exactly what the Pacific Crest Trail is,

so we're going to go out there and define it all. And

that's, I think, a big first step. I know we're going

to have a report later on about the kiosks coming up on

the -- the kiosk in this exact area, so we can talk

more about it then.

And then we have Urban Parks.

Commissioner Slavik, do you have anything?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: I should report that the
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motocross facility in Riverside County that I -- the

private motocross facility is continuing to evolve and

it's getting ready to be opened, and so that's pretty

exciting for people who live in Southern California.

And I believe Baldy Mesa is -- Ed, you may have

some more information on that, but after years and

years of negotiation with the Forest Service, I think

that's on the right track again.

CHAIR CABRAL: Great.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY: I understand that the

project has begun, but, you know, I'm trying to arrange

a field trip with the Forest Service and haven't been

able to arrange that yet, but I intend to see it on the

ground in the coming months.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

Next we have the -- oh, I wanted to add one

thing to the Urban Parks Acquisition.

Commissioner Slavik, since you've been on this

subcommittee for a while, I've had a lot of

communication with Dean Stanford about the Urban

Electric Park in the San Francisco South Bay Region

near San Jose/Santa Clara. And I think it would be

wise to have this subcommittee engaged with him because

it's starting to turn into a real possibility. So it

would be -- I think we should make it more formal, and

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

44

I don't think it needs its own specific subcommittee.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Yeah, I agree. I think

he's been here several times making presentations. I

have a whole dossier on that project. That's a one-man

band there, but anything I could do or we could do as a

Commission, I think we should help.

CHAIR CABRAL: Well, I know you have a history

with NOHVCC, and I think bringing NOHVCC into and

helping assisting him would make a great deal of

difference, so that's why I think it would be good for

you to be involved.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: I'll contact him.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay, thank you.

Okay. United States Forest Service.

Commissioner Lueder.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Other than my earlier report

on the Volunteer Day, the Mendocino, I don't have

anything specific to report at this time.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay, thank you.

This will be the last bit of my report on this.

We have the three early adopters of the 2012 Forest

Service Planning Rule, the Sierra, Sequoia, and Inyo

National Forest released their Forest Assessment

Documents. And I'm pleased to report that much of

their restrictive language for OHV use from the
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need-to-change document has been removed.

There was a pretty strong effort made on many

people's part, and I'd like to -- I was very excited to

see the language for the Pacific Crest Trail to be

modeled after the Appalachian Trail Management Plan.

The Appalachian Management Plan is a programmatic plan

that was developed for the whole trail and wasn't a

project-level piecemeal like we were getting with this

other stuff, these other documents.

The other thing would be, we have the types of

recreation. There was a type of recreation called

quiet recreation, and if anyone would like to discuss

that with me offline, that would be a good thing to do

because I don't want to go into all the details right

at this moment. But, basically, what we're looking at

is the -- they're going back to their original types of

recreation. So we're looking at the type of recreation

is going to be motorized, non-motorized, and

non-mechanized, so it's something that's just going to

be just very straightforward and much easier for the

land managers to be able to deal with, so that was good

news.

And I encourage everyone to be involved in the

planning process. I know that for the local people in

this area that once these three forests go through, I
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believe the Plumas National Forest is going to be one

of the next ones in the docket to go through this

planning process, so I think it will be something that

you want to be aware of and certainly be engaged in.

So, typically, they're going to, you know --

there's going to be a website, there's going to be a

lot of meetings, there's going to be a lot of stuff

that's going to go with it, and there will be -- it's

important that we get a lot of local input at these

events because there's certainly national organizations

that put a lot of effort into swaying the plans one way

or another. So the Forest Service has been really good

about listening to the locals, and I think it's

important for the locals to be involved in the process.

So that does it for our Commission Committee

Reports.

AGENDA ITEM V - INFORMATION REPORTS

CHAIR CABRAL: So I guess the next thing we're

going to have is we're going to have our Informational

Updates, and the first one would be the Transformation.

AGENDA ITEM V(A) PARKS TRANSFORMATION TEAM UPDATE

CHAIR CABRAL: Director, you are up.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Thank you, Commissioner.

So, typically, I believe, a Transformation

Update would be provided by Steve Szaley, who has been
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appointed to kind of lead our transformation effort who

couldn't be here today, and I'm still going to be here,

and it will probably be good for me to really help and

provide you an update on this.

I'm not sure how not to call attention to them

and embarrass them, but the two people that just walked

in, it's so very important, I just want to make sure

that you meet them.

So these are my -- the Deputy Director of

Communications, Gloria Sandoval, and Deputy Director of

Legislation. So these are the people that I take with

me when we go and meet with the Governor's Office, with

the Legislature, and we talk about parks and OHV

issues. So please take a moment to introduce

yourselves, not to call attention to you.

But in terms of transformation, I want to

provide you an update. I'm going to start a little bit

kind of really high level because oftentimes when I

talk to people, it's not really clear what exactly is

it.

So, back in 2012, a Parks Forward Commission was

assembled. That group reviewed the Department of Parks

and Recreation. That was shortly after the fiscal

drama of 2012. They made recommendations last year in

a report of how to improve the Department of Parks and
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Recreation.

Now, those recommendations were very broad, they

were very general, and they left it to the

administration to -- they left it to the administration

to design the very specific initiatives and to execute

the initiatives that would achieve these goals.

In several of the Governor's budgets -- in each

Governor's budget there's the math side of the budget

but there's also the narrative where a governor

highlights what is a priority under his or her

leadership.

And under Governor Brown, for the last couple of

years, has highlighted that this is absolutely a

priority, the transformation, the modernization of the

Department of Parks and Recreation. There's various

themes that focus on -- and not every theme is

something that you, here today, care about -- but I

think it's important for you to understand contextually

the effort that's underway.

One, is that we needed to modernize the

Department of Parks and Recreation. It was very clear

that we've been running a cash-only State Park system,

and visitors were frustrated with that. We now today

have more locations where you can use credit cards and

debit cards. And, for us, that's innovation. In some
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places, we actually are piloting smartphone technology.

People don't carry around cash. People want to go and

enjoy their beaches.

And, actually, Commissioner Slavik, you may be

more familiar with that technology down in our Southern

California beaches where we're piloting that ability,

and it allows us to flex our fees so that perhaps we

can charge you an hourly fee. But while you're out

with your family at the beach, rather than packing up

and going back to your car and paying at some machine,

you can actually do it through your smartphone. These

are the types of things that are so very important.

Also, we found that when you carry around boxes

of cash, it kind of lends itself and there's more

potential for human error, so that's the other thing

that we needed to do better.

Back in 2013, I would say, the State Auditor

came in and there were various findings, and we've been

addressing those. One of the findings is that while

the Governor may -- the Governor and the Legislature

may agree to a budget July 1, the leaders of the parks

that you enjoy don't know what their budget is

oftentimes until October.

So imagine what that means as a district

superintendent, that you're essentially making
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ill-informed kind of managerial decisions about how to

allocate your resources through one of the heaviest

seasons throughout the California State Parks, and

that's through the summer.

That was something that it's very difficult,

that when we are trying to talk to people that we are

credible and that we are being good stewards and

fiscally-minded with the people's money, it's very

difficult that we can argue that when we don't even

give our top leaders kind of their budget allocations

until October.

And these sound like very basic things, but they

are things that we have struggled with for decades. So

we're very pleased to share that with you today, that

for the last couple of years, our field managers will

have their entire budget by July 1st.

In fact, right now we're having conversations

with headquarters with them about their draft

allocations. Now, does anybody have as much as they

want? Probably not. But you hear this mantra with us

that we want more funding and we're understaffed and

we're underfunded. It's very difficult to be effective

in any conversation about educating people about what

we do with our resources when we don't have a sense of

urgency about ourselves to even tell the people that
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are the actually face of us, that are interacting with

the visitors, exactly how much resources they have

available to them.

The other thing that was highlighted, that there

was a tremendous lag between when we acquire a dollar

out in the field and when it's actually registered in

Sacramento. So let me talk a little bit about why is

that important.

So there's been a tremendous focus on revenue

generation. The fields will tell us, "Lisa, we've got

this dollar and we'd like to spend it."

And Sacramento says, "We don't show that you

have that dollar."

What we've learned is it takes, like, five

people to hard key that dollar before it actually

registers in Sacramento.

So headquarters is making the policy decision

based on resources, also the field is, and we have,

like, a three-month lag between our numbers. And so we

never, ever catch up, so we automated that. So we're

very pleased to say that each of the 22 districts,

including our OHV parks, now within 48 hours when a

dollar hits out in the field, it's registered within

Sacramento. And you can imagine how that helps with

the communications between field and headquarters, and
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it more ideally positions headquarters to be more

supportive of the field because it should not be the

reverse. It's not the field supporting headquarters,

it's the headquarters supporting the field.

The other thing, the Legislature, frankly, was

quite frustrated with us. They've been asking for

what's called the Park Unit Costing Report. So what

that is, is back in 2012 when we were talking about

closing 70 of very important parks in the State Park

system, and then it was found that there was actually

money available, and all of -- but during that time all

of our partners and many -- and you understand the

importance of partnerships -- came to our aid and said,

"How can we help you? How much does it cost to run

this park, and we'll figure out a way to come and help

you." Maybe it's in kind, maybe it's through

fundraisers.

We could not answer that question in any

meaningful way to people, and that just highlighted the

fact that we couldn't -- we weren't gathering data in a

way that was meaningful to the public, to decision

makers, so our conversations were not particularly

effective.

So this year was the third year in a row that we

actually released our Park Unit Costing Report. Now we
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do budget by district, so 22 allocations go out to

allow for maximum flexibility within the 280 parks.

But what we do is we're able to estimate exactly how

much we believe we've spent at each of those 280 parks.

It has allowed us to have far more meaningful

conversations, whether it be with the Coastal

Commission, whether it be with the Legislature, whether

it be with friends of and our partnerships, and it's

allowed us to give partners information that allows

them to go off and figure how can they more, you know,

better support parks.

So we've set up those fiscal systems, and so do

not discount the importance of what that does to turn

the page of credibility for our Department, and that's

so very important. That's at the thrust of everything

that we do.

When I talk about these things, I know I sound

really geeky and excited about it, but it's so

important, and I recognize that there will never be a

great parade held for these things. And these things

are hard but they're not exciting to people. But

whether you know it or not, all roads lead to these

types of systems in place in state government.

Honda, for example, you heard twice that we have

a wonderful partnership with Honda. And when you hear
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it spoken about today, it sounds like, "Well, Honda

wanted to give us some motorcycles," and, of course,

that probably happened within 30 days. It is

embarrassing how long it took for us to be able to

accept. There's just nothing harder than giving

government something free. And so we have not always

been ideally positioned to avail ourselves of these

types of partnerships. And so that is also one of the

very big initiatives that we're working on.

I was so very pleased to attend the event with

Honda, but I will tell you, as a Director, it's not

something I felt particularly proud of the fact that it

took as long as it did, three years -- that wasn't

three days, that wasn't three months, that was three

years.

And I think that's -- there are bureaucratic

processes in place and control agencies, and it's so

very important. But sometimes it's making sure that

everyone is working together and picking up the phone

and making a phone call, and I think that probably

could have benefitted from that.

So thank you for all of you and many of you out

in the audience that I recognize that really helped to

facilitate that.

So we've been focusing on modernizing, standing
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up kind of these new systems. The other thing that

we're really, really pushing is service-based

budgeting, another nerdy term, but let me tell you what

it means.

To spend the time with us is to hear about how

we're really unsure how we allocate our resources, and

I think a lot of you I see nodding your heads. You

understand that with service-based budgeting, once and

for all, we're going to be able to say how we actually

allocate our resources and what level of service we can

provide at any particular funding level.

While I recognize that our off-highway vehicle

recreational activities are a different fund source,

it's still through the same mechanism. Also, there's

an 81-package process, another really bureaucratic

term. Whether you know it or not, we can all sit in

this room and decide that, "Here's an awesome idea, an

awesome program" and I sign off on it. It could still

take a year, year and a half to put that body in place

because all roads lead to an 81-package, which you

don't need to know all the details of it, but being

able to tackle that process. Because not every barrier

is necessarily funding, oftentimes it's ourselves,

sometimes the Department, sometimes state government

kind of getting in our way. So it's so very important
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that we focus on those things.

So we're looking at our entire organizational

structure. And when we say that, it's not just the

structure, we're looking at our classifications. Some

of our classifications, over time -- what we've done

over decades is we've created very specialized

classifications, so only we can hire that position.

And if you're familiar with our State process, we give

the exam.

So, for example, we were just talking last

night. If I'm out in a particular district and I'm

trying to hire perhaps a facilities person, and it's a

hard-to-fill position because it's a hard place to kind

of hire people and get people to want to move there.

But you call and you see the ad announcement,

and you call and you say, "Do you know what? I've got

that skill set. I'd love to come work for you."

The district superintendent of field says that

you would be perfect for it. And then we would say,

"Are you on the exam list?"

And the exam may have been given eight months

ago, and that person says, "Well, I don't know what

that is," and that person walks off. And that's a

missed opportunity to support these services and

enhance experiences for our visitors, so we have to

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

57

tackle that. So these are all of the types of things

that we're thinking about.

Now, when I look at the organizational

structure, what I ask myself is, is the structure

reflective of what the priorities of the Department are

and is it structured in such a way that we are best

delivering the services and empowering decision making

at the lowest possible level. And I think in some

places we're probably doing well and in some places

maybe not so much.

The last time we looked at our organization, it

was 20 years ago. And all of you know in your lines of

work that 20 years of not taking a real hard look at

your structure, it's probably long overdue. And we're

not unique in state government and most departments can

benefit from this. It's kind of the ecosystem of

government is we tend to do things incrementally, and

so your organizational structure tends to look like --

it's morphed, depending upon who the leader was at the

time in solving any one particular issue. We've added

new programs, sometimes we didn't have funding for them

which then starves out other programs.

We have added programs and, in some places, we

have duplicative services. There are times where maybe

headquarters -- and function is held at headquarters,

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

58

but maybe it's more appropriate to be at the field

level. So the vision in mind is always how can

headquarters best serve the field.

Now, specifically when I look at off-highway

vehicles, our program, what I look at when I -- my

first blush reaction is and my experience as a Director

sitting in the chair and making decisions and

representing all of the divisions and all of the parks

and all of the grants programs is sometimes it appears

to me that, as an organization, as the Department of

Parks and Recreation, our organizational restructure

does not reflect an organization that has fully

embraced off-highway vehicle recreation in the State of

California.

And when I look at the Division of Off-Highway

Vehicles, our programs, I have to tell you -- and I

hope your interactions with my staff are consistent

with what I'm about to say -- they are the most

passionate folks, and I've got passionate people

throughout the Department. But our off-highway people,

I think, over a decade, probably have found themselves

at a place where maybe they didn't feel that they were

as supported in the Department as they would have liked

to have been.

And so their dedication to you was so strong to
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make sure that you have these rich recreational

experiences that they found a way. And oftentimes what

they've done is, "Well, we'll have this person do

fiscal." Now, that person may not be the official

fiscal person in the Department, but this person is

going to have that task to give us this information.

This person is going to do legislation, this person is

going to do communications. So, essentially, what we

have is almost a mini department within the Department.

What does an ideal organizational structure look

like to me? I don't know the specifics, but what I'd

like to do is to have something in the future that

ties -- that the success of my non-OHV parks and my

Parks Operations Unit is tied to the success of the

Off-Highway Vehicle Division. That the success of my

Admin Division is tied to the success of this

Division -- of the Boating and Waterways Division, all

of the divisions.

Right now the first time that those groups have

to connect is one level below me, and oftentimes that's

too light. That means that I may have one group that's

gone this way and didn't realize that eventually in

this long train ride you were going to have to stop at

this station and get this authority, and you didn't

find out until we have been off on this long ride for a
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year and a half. And that frustrates me that there was

so much wasted passion, effort, engagement. We get the

public excited, and then we find out that we didn't get

all of this buy-in.

Now buy-in. Now, I'll tell you how I work is I

bring everyone along with me, and then I mitigate

surprises. So when we have proposals, we have

sensitive proposals, whether it be a sunset, whether it

be a budget proposal, is that the first time people

within the administration or the Legislature receives

these things is not after everything is really pretty

and with a bow. And when you've dug deep stakes in the

ground and it's hard to kind of change that, you have

to engage far sooner. So engagement, that's a really

important part of us updating our organizational

structure.

Every year, every budget we update within the

administration, the budget in May, to reflect the

additional -- wherever the revenues are, that's why

it's an update in May.

This year the Governor announced that the

Transformation Team had done a review of our

organizational structure and identified that, yes,

there would be benefits, kind of similar to what I've

just discussed with you, and announced that we were
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going to start our engagement with both internal

stakeholders and external stakeholders to think about

what does that future state of the Department look

like?

The next thing that you'll see from us is

there's going to be a report -- a report sounds like a

50-page document. It's probably going to be -- it will

be less than 10 pages, but it's going to talk about

that vision, and it's going to talk about the types of

things that we hope to accomplish through an

organizational structure update.

And at that same time we're going to probably

roll out -- this is going to be our engagement plan.

You can manage, it's so very important to me as the

Director in this Department that our folks feel

informed. So the family of State Parks feels informed

and that we've heard them.

These conversations, just to let you know, are

not going to start with, "Here's the new organizational

structure, you know, get on board."

Instead it's going to be sitting down, talking

about these types of things, and making sure that we

hear folks.

Now I can't say that I'm going to meet with

3,500 employees, that's just not realistic, but we are
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going to have to talk to our top leaders, and we're

talking about now, like, just the logistics in a

decentralized organization, how do I hit as many as I

can. And then we'll probably have some topical

meetings. If we've identified services that we think

are duplicative, let's get everybody, you know, the

leaders of those programs in a room and think about

whether there's ways that we can collapse them and

achieve some -- maximize kind of the expertise that we

have.

We also are plagued with a lot of vacancies.

And so any one of these programs don't even have the

position filled, and sometimes it's just a lack of

expertise in that area. So are there ways to maybe

merge some of these in a way that you take the best

practices and share the wisdom of some of these

programs, but you'll always have to protect the

important services that we provide.

So, anyway, please do know that I am very

available, I'm open to talking about these things, I'm

very interested in the thoughts that you may have. And

I want to talk, frankly, to the people that are the

most nervous. If you're the most nervous, come and

talk to me about this.

The timing of this is particularly ideal. It's
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not news to you that under current law there is a

sunset, that absent an action of the Governor and this

Legislature, that the Off-Highway Vehicle Program would

sunset December 31st of 2017. It's not too soon to

engage and have these conversations. For those of you

that worry that you're working with an administration

that's not supportive and doesn't have a future vision

under which OHV activities are important in the State

of California, I would share a couple of things with

you.

The fact that Commissioner Slavik -- actually, I

think you actually referred to yourself the first time

I met you as the "grandfather of OHV program." He had

a photo album that had all of these pictures of his

engagements, so I think you sense his passion. I would

point to Commissioner Slavik as probably one of the

strongest advocates for off-highway vehicle recreation

in the State of California.

Now his appointment was up for expiration, which

if you don't know how appointments work, whether it be

at a Pro Tem's Office or at the Speaker's Office,

there's always a conversation, "Is this working? Do we

continue this person?"

The fact that this Governor reappointed and

asked Commissioner Slavik to continue to serve, and it
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is service -- I mean, it is a volunteer and it's a

sense of service that they lend, and to continue to

advocate for the off-highway vehicle program as

strongly as he has is a sign and a signal of that

support, so take that as a signal. Don't underestimate

the importance of that. And the same goes for

Commissioner Kevin Murphy who was also recently

reappointed.

There are various vehicles under which this can

happen. It can be proposed by administration through

Trailer Bill. It can also be done through a Policy

Bill. And you also need to know that sunsets are not

rare in this state.

There are programs that cost the State of

California and there is a process that's in place.

Annually, there are programs under which these

conversations happen. But I do think that it's that

moment in time to really think about, let's reflect

back on not just the Department but this particular

program, and are there things that we've learned and

are there things that we can do better going forward.

So, hopefully, you get a sense of kind of my level of

engagement, and I will be personally involved in the

sunset conversations.

And I just want to thank all of you for being so
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supportive and coming to support these activities,

particularly in a time where I think the journey has

been long and it hasn't been easy. And I think, with

that, I'll hand it back over to you. Thank you so

much.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you. Appreciate all

the information. As you can tell, you know, there's a

lot going on. And a lot of this, like I said, this

stuff is reported in the Transformation Advisory

Committee Meetings. With Steve Szaley not being here,

we'd certainly, you know, he has been -- his job is to

report this stuff, so I really appreciate the Director

stepping up and just giving us her insights on this.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON V(A) - PARKS TRANSFORMATION TEAM

UPDATE

CHAIR CABRAL: The next thing we're going to do

is we're going to take public comment on this item.

And, to do that, you have to have filled out one of

these green cards, okay? So if you haven't filled out

a green card and got it over to Vicki, Vicki is over

here. The green cards are out in the back, and then

you give them to her, she'll get it to me, and we'll

get moving on this.

After the public comment period on this, we're

going to take a quick break. And then, from there,
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we'll come back and we'll have Commission discussion on

the subject.

We have some more coming up? I'm going to

start. Let's see here. Don Amador followed by Kyle

Felker.

DON AMADOR: Good morning, Commissioners. Don

Amador with the Blue Ribbon Coalition. I want to

welcome the new commissioner, Kevin Litwin, and

congratulate Commissioner Slavik on being reappointed.

I'm glad to see you back.

I just wanted to make one comment on the

Transformation Team report that the Director gave us.

As most of you know, I've been doing this almost as

long as Paul Slavik, since the early 1990s, and have

been engaged with State Parks since then.

I wanted to say, in all sincerity, that the new

State Park Director that we have here today is the most

engaged and interested State Park Director that I've

ever had interaction with.

So I feel quite a bit reassured with her at the

helm, and I would encourage everybody to take up her

offer to be engaged with her and her office, so thank

you very much.

CHAIR CABRAL: Kyle followed by John Stewart.

KYLE FELKER: Good morning. Kyle Felker, Sierra
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Access Coalition and the Bucks Lake Snow Drifters we're

representing, and we really welcome you to Plumas

County and expose you to that.

I'm involved with the OSV side of it, and I just

wanted to get a couple of clarifications while I've got

you here. And we're trying to develop some OSV sites

here. And one of them is up here at Lake Davis, and

they have a --

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. At this point, though,

we're trying to stick to just the Transformation report

that was just done. So, if you'd like, if you want to

comment on that, it's good. But if we want to do

something of the OSV stuff --

KYLE FELKER: Sure.

CHAIR CABRAL: -- we can do that later on when

we're having that type of information.

KYLE FELKER: Oh, good. You caught me off guard

here.

CHAIR CABRAL: No, that's okay. I want to just

give you that information. Do you want to come back on

the OSV stuff?

KYLE FELKER: Yes.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. We'll do it at that

point. I'll remember that.

John Stewart followed by Dave Pickett.
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JOHN STEWART: Good morning, Commissioners.

John Stewart, California Four-Wheel Drive Association.

I want to thank the Director for the

explanation. She touched on a lot of topics that are

very important, modernizing the program and fiscal

accountability. Those are very important for what is

going on.

I'd also like to point out that after a career

dealing with IT security and security issues, I've been

through a lot of risk management vulnerability

assessment-type issues.

A couple of points that come to mind is when you

look at a centralized versus decentralized system.

Centralized systems lead to bigger, more cumbersome

bureaucracies and lead to more problems developing

fiscal accountability. So it does begin with an end in

mind, and that kind of one thing that I keep seeing

missing or see missing in this whole deal is something

that's clearly defined and articulated is what the

State Park units are expected to provide.

What they provide is going to be different

depending upon the demographics of the area where that

park unit is located. And as some of the earlier

reports pointed out, is that the attendance at the

Hungry Valley over a holiday weekend, families were
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there with a lot of kids.

This is where we have to look at and provide for

opportunity to bring the kids out of the neighborhood

gangs, out of the ghettos, and give them a point where

they can get out and commune with nature, get them

reconnected to the land. This is something I would

stress as being important to support and move forward

with its changes.

And surely the budget issues and activities are

always important, and what people want are always

important. And a classic case in point, this deals

with Anzo-Borrego Desert State Park. Almost three

years ago, Vallecito Road in Anzo-Borrego Desert or

Vallecito Station -- or the road to Vallecito Station

was closed, with a sign that was placed up "closed

temporarily with invasive weed abatement program."

Three years, no action has been taken. That

frustrates visitors to the area. They can only get

there by motorized vehicle, and that takes away what

they want is viewing the wildflowers in the spring.

Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Dave Pickett followed by

Amy Granat.

DAVE PICKETT: Good morning, Commissioners.

Dave Pickett, District 36. May the Chair recognize
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Capital Director Ted Blanchard from Assemblyman Jones

office. He has been working on AB-2175, and I think

it's important that he be acknowledged.

I'd like to thank the Director for coming up

here today and going out and getting dirty with us

yesterday. I personally have 373,000 mosquito bites.

As we move forward with this Transformation

Team, I appreciate the Director being so blunt about

outreach and will continue to look forward to working

with her and the open door policy and, where possible,

we will attend the Transition Team Commission meetings

that Nick Haris and I recently went to. But we need to

look at the partnership -- the strong partnership

including revenue, and the unique part of the OHV

Division is it's self-funded, and that's going to be

difficult to intermingle with General Funds. As we

move forward, we need to keep it separate. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Amy Granat followed by Nick Haris.

AMY GRANAT: Sorry, everyone. I had to get my

special microphone.

Welcome. I'm sorry I couldn't join you

yesterday, but it's wonderful to see new commissioners

as well as all the familiar faces. Congratulations,

Paul and to Kevin, for getting reappointed. I think
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those are very important appointments to our

Commission.

I went to all of the Parks Forward Commission

meetings that I could make. I think I missed two, and

during that time tried to represent OHV interests

because the importance of our parks to our citizens

cannot be underestimated. The importance of our parks

to our families can't be underestimated. Hardcore rock

crawlers may not be the target audience on most of

them, but Hollister Hills has put in a terrific course

just to appeal to hardcore rock crawlers. In fact,

it's one that I took my jeep up a couple of weeks ago

and said, "Yeah, no, I'm not going to break anything."

And just -- oh, there's deer right behind.

Sorry. Got all excited. We're in nature.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: One has got a rack. I

think that's a first.

AMY GRANAT: For me to be speechless is a big

thing.

But I think we should go back and analyze why

the Division was created in the first place, and I'm

going to recommend that Director Mangat meet with Bob

Ham. If you don't know him, Bob Ham was there when the

Division was created and has all the history behind it.

It's most distressing when you go to, as I did
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through the Parks Forward meeting or other meetings, to

hear that California State Parks Foundation recommend

taking money out of the OHV Trust Fund. It's very

distressing when Senator Simitian at the time passed

the bill that takes money every month from the OHV

Trust Fund. And in meeting with him personally say,

"We don't really care about the OHV Division because

that's not our target audience."

These are things that the OHV community has

heard over and over again, so you're going to have to

excuse them if they're a little gun shy. That's maybe

why we fight so hard for what we have because so many

people don't want us to have it.

So as we move along, transparency, especially

people in the community, because when there's a lack of

information, people create information on their own.

So if we can do this in a kinder, gentler manner, I

think it would be better for the community and make

sure that everybody has access to information, and that

stands true for the commissioners. You're our

ambassadors. We depend on you to get information out

to the community. So whatever you can do to help get

that information out so there aren't stories that are

incorrect would be extremely helpful. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Nick Haris followed
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by Dean Stanford.

NICK HARIS: Good morning. Nick Haris, American

Motorcyclist Association. This is why I like to go

kind of last, because there's been a lot of great

comments already, and I just want to echo them.

I have heard a couple of reports on the

transformation process, and this is the most thorough

version that I've heard, and I'm encouraged about what

I hear. And I want to just remind folks that are

having interactions with those -- that committee --

there are a lot of great lessons to be learned in the

OHV program. We've gone through things, we've had ups

and downs, we've had our problems over the years, but I

think that's something, as I've seen in other

organizations, you don't want to lose that knowledge.

You don't want to lose -- Paul, who has been here, and

has learned and has many things to offer -- you don't

want to lose staff. You don't want to lose that

history, so I think it's very important that we

recognize what we do well.

The flip side is, there may be things that

Boating and Waterways does better. I don't know. I

don't know that program as well as I know this one. So

I just wanted to mention that and also to congratulate

everybody on the reappointments, and thanks for being
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here.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Dean Stanford followed by Sylvia Mulligan [Sic].

SYLVIA MILLIGAN: Milligan.

CHAIR CABRAL: Milligan, I'm sorry. I'm in a

hurry.

DEAN STANFORD: Hi, Dean Stanford. I'd just

like to see a way for the public to find out if there

is a bill or who do we talk to for our local

representatives to support a bill to reinstate after

the sunset so we can do that.

Off the record, can we turn on the disco ball?

CHAIR CABRAL: Sylvia?

SYLVIA MILLIGAN: Hi. I'm Sylvia Milligan with

Recreation Outdoors Coalition, and I, too, have been

doing this since the early '90s. And I'm sorry, Nick,

you weren't last.

I am so appreciative of you coming up and of

this Commission coming up because I live here in

Northern California, and we are so neglected in

everything that goes on in this state. It's like we

are a separate entity. So it's so good to see you

here, and I am one of these that's on the outside of

the parameters. So I hear these horrible rumors that

go around, so it was so important to me what you said.
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And it's so important to me, because I am the one that

gets the information out to Northern California about

what's going on, that you be transparent and that you

let me know so that I can help dissuade some of these

horrible rumors that are going around and the anxieties

that we have here in Northern California.

We rely on this Commission. This Commission and

this program has been extremely supportive and, Ted,

you have been awesome. We appreciate the fact that you

recognize we are here and that we have things going on.

And we have been extremely successful up here and we

work very well with the Forest Service and the BLM. We

don't have the problems they have in Southern

California, thank God, but thank you, folks, for doing

what you do, and please do not sunset this program. We

need it desperately.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. And thank you for

your comment. I've kind of adopted Northern California

since I'm the northernmost representative. I would

really love to see the Governor's Office make an

appointee from the Redding or north area because that

part of the state is not represented properly. So that

would be something that would be real important in my

view.

We have -- we're a little ahead of schedule, so
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we have Commissioner discussion coming up, and also the

Director, it looks like she has a few things she'd like

to say, so we'll take the break after our Commissioner

discussion.

So go ahead, Director.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Mr. Chair, if you don't mind,

I think -- I'd like to respond to some of the comments.

I think it might be helpful.

One, there was a mention -- I think Mr. Pickett

talked about the importance of preserving. That

whatever we do going forward, we have to make sure that

we preserve the funds to make sure that they're used

consistent with State statute governing the use of OHV

funds.

And, Mr. Pickett, you need to know that that's

absolutely going to be one of the requirements of

whatever we end up doing going forward, that we

actually already have mechanisms in place that we do

that elsewhere, we're under very strict guidelines, we

can't use bond funding for certain things.

But our State Park systems benefits from a blend

of fund sources already. We have a PCA code, which I

can't believe I'm a Director and I know what that is.

But those PCA codes, we live and die by them, and

that's kind of the fence lines to make sure that we are
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using the funds. So it's an accounting mechanism, but

it's one that's been tried and true in state

government, and so that's probably going to be a

mechanism that we use going forward.

Ms. Granat, I think I saw you at those Parks

Forward Commission meetings, and you were the lone

person speaking on behalf of the off-highway vehicle

recreation activities, so I want to thank you for

coming. But I also just want to flag for you that

there will be another Parks Forward Commission meeting,

no date set yet. I haven't been informed of a date,

but I suspect it will probably be sometime maybe -- I'm

guessing -- late summer. So if you can kind of keep an

eye on that, and we'll try to keep this Commission and

this body informed so you're not surprised by that.

Thank you on the tip on meeting with Mr. Ham.

Ms. Granat, the other thing, you don't realize that you

actually influenced an approach. I think when I met

with you in November, and perhaps you recall talking to

me, and I appreciate your comments here. And that's

why I think it's so important to just get in front of

all of you and let you ask questions of me. Because,

you know, there might be areas where we disagree, but

at least you're dealing with facts and you're not

fighting a ghost.
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And I know that I'm stepping into a situation

which there is a long legacy of you folks feeling that

you don't know what's going on and things just kind of

come out of nowhere, so I appreciate your comments on

that.

Speaking to that point, you shared a story with

me regarding the funding situation and loans and

transfers, and it was very clear to me that there was a

lot of murkiness within the community and, frankly,

within our own parks family about what was a loan,

what's a transfer, what does law require. But yet you

feel that you're at the mercy of kind of the state's

fiscal advisors, say, of the Department of Finance.

So what you should know is that you informed our

approach. It was so very important to me that we get

together with the Department of Finance, and we've

slogged through all of the loans and transfers. And we

went back to, like, the dawn of man, and we captured

everything. Commissioner Lueder and Commissioner

Cabral were so very helpful in that they were able to

provide the information that I kind of asked, what is

the pieces of information that are out there that

people look to that causes confusion? And we provided

that to the Department of Finance.

Next week we're actually going to have a
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meeting. I will be in attendance, Acting Director

Maria Mowrey will join, Commissioner Lueder and

Commissioner Cabral will come, and they will have an

audience with the Department of Finance. I'm rather

surprised that I would say something like this, but it

sounds like it's the first time a meeting like that has

occurred, but I think it's so very important.

So you need to know that that's happening and

that it will be a good forum to ask every question and

to dispel any myths or rumors, and we'll come out of

there looking at one piece of paper and, you know,

"This is kind of the story in what's going on with the

funds."

The other thing I want to share with you is that

I'm already thinking of the Triennial Report. So just

to put on your radar, we have a report that will be due

to the Legislature at the end of December. And so all

of these things flow together.

So, for example, the meeting of the Department

of Finance, that will be kind of the math that will

also inform the report. So all of -- just know that

we're kind of already laying the groundwork in setting

the stage for those things, and I think that that's all

I have to share.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you. And we will
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have an update on the -- we'll have the first step in

the process on the Triennial Report coming up, and

Katie will be doing a report on that later on in the

agenda.

So, like I said, we're a tad ahead of schedule.

So why don't we go ahead and have the commissioner --

have the Commission comments on this here and then some

discussion and we can go from there.

So on this side, do we have anybody that would

have anything they'd like to say?

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: I have no light, but maybe

something is going on here.

I just want to agree with so many of the public

comments that, you know, this is new to me, but for

those folks that have been around, and the history

shows that having a State Director that is hands-on and

engaged with us, I think, is really a good thing. And

looking forward to making sure that, as we move

forward, and the Commission, their engages or whatnot

with the State Park system, how that all works out, you

know.

I think one of the things that I heard the

loudest today, and as a long-time green sticker vehicle

operator is, you know, we're generating our own funds,

and I think that's something that's really important
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over time is the fact that we do our best to keep our

program going.

So I appreciate the public comments on that and

I appreciate the Director here to, you know, hear them

firsthand.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Commissioner Lueder.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Yes. I just wanted to thank

the Director for spending the time with us yesterday

and today. You know, past directors weren't as

available, and so I appreciate that.

I think moving forward with parks

transformation, one of the things that we heard, you

know, from the speakers was transparency. So, moving

forward, transparency, I think, is going to be one of

the key things to build trust. And one of the places,

you know, that I look to for information on parks

transformation is the website, and I have to say it

could be better.

So it seems like there's information, but

there's not a lot of documentation to back it up, so

that would be something that would help inform me, as a

commissioner, as to what -- what was discussed, you

know, at parks transformation meetings.

When you go on the OHV Division website, you can
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see what happened at our meetings because it's been

recorded, there's an agenda. At a minimum, you can at

least look at the agenda, so that would be helpful.

And then the other thing that's always been a

mystery to me is there is, within State Parks, there's

seven types of park units starting with, you know, a

state preserve all the way down to -- or up to -- I

shouldn't say down to -- all the way up to the SVRAs.

And there's no real description and mission and helpful

information to define what each unit is for and what

services they provide and what types of experiences the

public can expect, except for, you know, of course

SVRAs and the OHV Division website is pretty clear.

But some of the other units, if I were to go and

say "What's the mission of State Preserve?" I mean,

preserve implies that it's, you know, some sort of

wilderness-type experience, but I think going forward

in transformation, if you're talking about

restructuring the Department, it's important to

understand that, for operations purposes and all the

different things that go on to manage property, how

you're going to do that.

So I think that's a big piece of it that hasn't

really been discussed, so that's my comments.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.
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Commissioner Litwin.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Once again, I, too, would

like to say my appreciation for the public coming out

and speaking, and now that I'm part of the public

outreach program and education, I hope this is part of

it. I am still brand new, obviously, and I'll meet

with Commissioner Murphy, but, if anything, I think I'm

pretty good at being a loud voice and I enjoy being as

transparent as possible. So if I have to run around

with a horn and going up and down the state from the

north to the south, I am willing to do that. I've got

a lot of energy, so hopefully I can help.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Commissioner Slavik.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: I want to talk a little

about the Triennial Report that the Director brought

up.

So that's a document that is the Commission

Report, correct?

CHAIR CABRAL: Correct.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: I mean, we sign off on it,

it's our report, we're responsible for the information

in there.

I was almost shocked, I guess, probably the word

to say, to hear in discussion with the Director last
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night, informal discussion, that the financial

information that -- remember the page on the report

that I was responsible for as a chairman, there was a

document there and it showed a little path, and the

path was meant to illustrate the financial situation

from year to year and with the takes and the loans and

all the various financial situations that we -- we

wanted to display to the Legislature and the public and

reflect that in our report.

So if that was an error, and I understand -- was

it to some degree an error, I mean, hopefully it's not

completely false, I feel pretty bad about that, that we

were putting something on the ground out there that

wasn't completely true.

So I'm guessing that when you and Eric and the

Director meet with the Finance Committee, that the next

iteration of that document is going to be -- is going

to be truthful -- I don't want to say truthful, but

accurate. Okay, as accurate as possible.

CHAIR CABRAL: Is that it, Paul?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Yeah.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Mr. Chair?

CHAIR CABRAL: Yes.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: If I could respond to some of
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the comments.

CHAIR CABRAL: Absolutely.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Kind of the notion of

transparency. And I just want to make sure that for

people who aren't really government geeks and don't

track these things, I just want to make sure that

there's a clear kind of understanding of the difference

between, say, the Transformation Team at those meetings

versus this body that is established through statute.

So the Department of Parks and Recreation has

four commissions: Boating and Waterways, Historic

Preservation, Parks and Rec Commission, along with this

body.

Those bodies are so very important to inform

policy, and each kind of has a different role. The

Park and Rec Commission, whenever we change a

designation of one of our parks, we go before the Parks

and Rec Commission.

I'm going to go back, and we'll talk to staff to

see if we can get you that type of information that you

requested that kind of describes and helps to kind of

educate people about what is the difference between a

historic park, you know, and recreational areas, and

what does that mean and how do we make that

determination? Because I think you make a really good
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point. And what I appreciate is you highlight how

absolutely diverse the State Park system is, all of

these designations.

And so you imagine that we have all of these

people, that we're protecting all of these special

places. And the challenge is, of not just the

Department, but our very important district

superintendents and our staff who have to try to

provide all of these services.

Now, here as we sit in this room, we talk only

about off-highway vehicle recreation, and the rest of

the California State Park system, I may be a manager of

a historic park, of a natural resource focussed park,

all of the different designations that you talk about.

We actually had a good lively and a good conversation

with staff last night that made me think about how we

can organize ourselves in a way that is kind of more

reflective of that all helps operationally, so -- so I

appreciate that.

You mentioned that there's minutes and things

available for this Commission. We actually, as you can

see with my smart attorney on my left, that we have

certain requirements and Bagley-Keene and those types

of things that apply to a body such as this. It

doesn't necessarily apply to something like the
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Transformation Team.

The transformation effort is really something

that we really could have done quietly and just

internally within the Parks Department and not engaged

at this level, but we thought it was so important to go

the extra mile relative to transparency.

Now, for example, the organizational structure

update that we're talking about is really an internal

organizational structure. So what does that mean? It

means that we're not going to need statutory changes,

so we're not going to have to seek external

authorities. And, typically, Department would kind of

quietly do this and release the report, but we thought

it was so important to stage it and roll it out in this

manner.

I talked about the report that we should be

releasing in a few weeks. I talked about the

engagement. That engagement will result in another

report, which is typical in state government, it's a

transition plan that will describe current state and

move on to the future state, and that's probably along

the fall timeline.

There is a website. I encourage you to look at

it. If there's questions that you have after that

website, two of the most important documents on that
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website are tracking documents. We live and die by

those tracking documents. It's every project that's

transformation related and initiatives, we meet weekly,

and we go over "Where are we on those projects and

where are we falling behind and what are we doing?"

And so I appreciate your comments because I will

think through kind of how can we be more helpful to you

in terms of the transformation update at the next

meeting. We'll try to get you that information.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

You know, in talking, I want to just kind of

address one thing you brought up quickly, is that with

me being on the Transformation Advisory Committee, I'm

not bound by Bagley-Keene, but I can't, by

Bagley-Keene, communicate any of that information from

there to -- throughout to the Commission, so I have to

be very careful how I do that. So, with that, I can do

it in the meeting format here, but I can't send an

email out to all the commissioners about what was on

the Transformation agenda, let's just say.

And I have a list of questions that I was hoping

to ask on the transformation, where it's at, process

and stuff, to kind of see -- to daylight some of the

things in the meeting, but I don't think it is

appropriate at the time based on some of the offline
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discussion we've had, Director, with where some of

the -- you know, just the organization structure and

stuff, and nothing is set in stone at this point. So I

think that it's important to kind of stay away from

that.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: And I appreciate that, but I

think that's very important for people to hear nothing

is set in stone.

CHAIR CABRAL: Right.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: That this public engagement

and internal engagement is going to be very important

to inform. So I think the most important thing is

people need to know that there's not been, you know,

200 decisions that have already been made and can't be

reversed.

CHAIR CABRAL: Exactly.

So, with that, I am going to be a little

critical, though, of a couple of things. And one of

them is I think a question before I get -- I'm critical

about it. But there has been no discussion of any type

of funding source throughout the Transformation

Advisory Committee process.

Now, I didn't know -- I wanted to know if that

was going to be something that was going to come from

the Transformation Team or if that's something that was
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going to come from the Legislature or the Governor's

Office. I mean, where was the idea of the future

funding from parks if there was going to be a new

funding source, and where were those proposals going to

be made from?

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Sustainable funding for parks

is not just a California state issue, it is a national

issue. I will tell you when I talk to directors and

National Park Service, everyone loves their parks, but

typically parks are funded with the slice of pie that's

left over after whether counties, federal governments,

or the state -- and I'm not pointing fingers at the

Legislature, but collectively, right, the

administration and the state.

There's all of these so very important services

that need to be provided to people and the public,

whether it be social services -- and the county folks

in the room, you know, and the federal folks in the

room know, we're all collectively in the same boat.

Health care services, law enforcement services,

and so we all find ourselves that that piece of pie

that's left gets smaller and smaller and smaller and

more groups are fighting for that piece of pie, it

seems like it's a time where we have to think about

kind of a new way of funding and a new way of
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supporting California State Parks.

Now, if you don't track park systems that

closely, you should know that the National Park Service

is having the exact same types of conversations. In

the past, I think we've always gone to the General

Fund. I think that the time is up where we can solely

go to the General Fund. That's why you hear us talking

about maximizing revenue, and we have a new

revenue-generating program that the Legislature set up

for us.

We also are looking at how can we make sure that

we're doing the most with the dollars that we do have,

which goes back to all of the new fiscal systems that I

described to you.

Also, I don't think we have done a particularly

good job to articulate to people what another dollar

yields in the Department, and so that gets to

service-based budgeting.

Two years ago when I was asked, "What would you

do with another $20 million?" I'll be candid with you,

I said, "Do you know what? I would probably just use

the current allocation methodology throughout our 22

districts and just prorate it."

And I'll tell you every district superintendent

that I've met with says, "Do you know what, I haven't
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had my allocation -- my allocation doesn't reflect kind

of not just the needs, not just the level, but the

types of services that I need to provide to serve the

visitors in my particular district."

So I would merely be perpetuating the same

allocation methodology that doesn't tie back to any

robust analysis. So that's why the service-based

budgeting is so very important. We're going to be able

to engage with the public, with all of you, with the

Legislature and all of the folks to talk about, "This

is what another dollar yields you."

Let me talk a little bit in terms of -- so I'm

going to go into kind of my nerdy past. I worked a lot

in health and human services. When you look at

statute, the Medi-Cal budget -- the Medi-Cal program is

establishing statute. It's very clear that funds are

for reimbursements of doctors, you determine the types

of services and who you're going to provide, and it is

all established in statute.

When you look at our budget, it is very broad,

and I think over time we have added more -- more duties

and we've expanded programs and we have tried to be all

things to all people, but we haven't let ourselves let

go some of the other things, so that's service-based

budgeting is going to be very key.
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The Parks Forward Commission, too, was charged

and hope to develop a sustainable funding model and

instead has left it to us.

So if you were paying attention to the Budget

Committee Hearings, it was a very difficult decision,

the Governor's budget that was proposed, and both the

Assembly and the Senate supported that, but you need to

know if you didn't have the opportunity to be in that

room, it was not something that they took lightly. It

was difficult for the administration to propose it and

it was difficult for both the Senate and the Assembly

to adopt it. It was a one-time action, so what this is

is while there was a full repayment of the outstanding

loans to OHV and also to Boating and Waterways, there

was also a redirection of $31 million in fuel tax

revenues that ordinarily would have been deposited in

the off-vehicle fund and instead it went to benefit the

entire state parks system. It was a one-time action.

Both the Senate and the Assembly, they found

themselves in this difficult place where they needed to

make this decision, but they felt so strongly that

there be a stake in the ground to make sure that it's

clear to everyone that it's one time, that they added

budget bill; so language to the budget that specified

that and made that clear.
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And also sent a very strong message to the

administration that they're looking for a sustainable

fund model going forward and to signal to us and

personally ask that on January 10, when we propose the

next budget, that we no longer do these one-time

increases, that we once and for all make these tough

decisions about California State Parks. So I think

that that's very much a very important decision. So

it's not something that's just going to happen from the

Legislature, it's conversations that were already

happening with the Department of Finance and with

partners.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

Well, I think there's been a number of attempts

to fund State Parks over the years that have failed,

and I think one of the reasons they failed was the

public was unwilling to just hand money to a program

that they weren't comfortable with how it was being

run.

And I think that what's going on with

transformation is something that's going to -- if it's

communicated properly to the public -- and I know that

we had Gloria Sandoval pop in here. Where is she at?

There we go. Gloria, you're doing a wonderful job

communicating. Thank you.
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But to see that level increase and to see that

happening, I think that's going to be one of the steps

to get the buy-in from the public as we move forward

with a sustainable funding model for State Parks.

With that, I'm clear with what my role is here,

and that is as I was appointed by the Governor to

represent all of the residents in the State of

California on OHV issues. I think it's important

that -- this process is extremely important for

transformation, but I also very much believe in the

public forum that is provided by these meetings and by

the Commission. And this Commission is an independent

commission that's appointed by Governors and other

parts of state government.

And I think, as we move forward, I've heard this

in the transformation advisory calls, we've had our

Director telling us that the engagement, the outreach,

and the stakeholders, it's important to this process,

but I'm going to ensure that it's important because I

think that we need to have this where we can have a

meeting where we have public comment and that it is all

on public record, and that the Commission could make a

decision on whether they would want to support or not

support the direction the transformation is going.

So, with that, I would like to ask our Acting
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Director to -- I would like to schedule a meeting for

transformation, and I would like to do that -- when

appropriate, but I'd like to have it to be the only

subject and an actionable item, and I would like to see

if we can do that -- I'm saying, you know, we have a

timeline that I've been told, and I would like to clear

this with the Director maybe -- I don't know if it is

appropriate to do it now or to do it privately, but I

know that the timeline we were looking at according to

our call was September-ish when we would start looking

at more concrete things, and around the 1st of December

we would do the transition plan would start -- would be

pretty much in place and, at that point, be something

that can be -- start being possibly implemented.

So I don't know if those time frames are

certainly subject to change, I mean, everything is

subject to change.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: I think what I would share

with you is that because you're kind of very much on

the front edge of the engagement, you have information

that not even the Governor's Office has quite yet, so

I'm certainly happy to talk to you about that.

The report and the roll-out plan is something,

because this is so important, it's something that we're

engaging with, you know, all of our bosses --

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

97

CHAIR CABRAL: Sure.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: -- and the Governor's Office,

and I think we can take back to them kind of a notion

of, "How is it that we can maybe assist you and help

this body to feel informed and the public feeling

informed going forward?" But I'm not sure what time

frame makes sense.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. If we can, you know, I

want to do it within, you know, you have time

restraints based on many things, so I get that, but I

think it's important that we put this in a forum that

is official, and that's something that -- because I

think it would give your transformation process a lot

more credibility with the OHV community if you had the

support from the Commission.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: I will take that back to the

Governor's Office.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. So thank you.

All right. So at this point what I'd like to do

is I'd like take ourselves a break, so why don't we

take about a ten-minute break. It is now -- it's

10:33, so why don't we come around 10:43, 10:45-ish,

somewhere in there. Thank you.

(Returned at 10:49 from a break starting at 10:33 a.m.)

CHAIR CABRAL: Let's bring this meeting back to
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order, please. Commissioners back to your -- oh, here

comes Paul. Beautiful. Okay.

AGENDA ITEM V(B) - CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE MOTORIZED TRAIL

CHAIR CABRAL: Next up on our agenda is

something very near and dear to my heart. California

Statewide Motorized Trail.

So Katie.

KATIE METRAUX: Good morning, Commissioners. My

name is Katie Metraux. I'm the Associate Parks and

Recreation Specialist in the OHMVR Division Planning

Unit. The subject of my staff report is an

introduction to this California Statewide Motorized

Trail. The report can be found in Tab 5 of your

binders and on the back table.

California's Off-Highway Motor Recreation Act of

2003 directs the OHMVR Division to assist in

designating corridors for the California Statewide

Motorized Trail or CSMT. The CSMT would establish

corridors throughout California to accommodate

off-highway vehicle recreation. The CSMT is not a new

concept.

The California Recreational Trails Act of 1974

required the Department to develop a California

recreational trail system plan. This plan has seven

sections called "elements" which required plans for
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recreational activities such as hiking, bicycling,

boating, equestrian riding, cross-country skiing,

heritage corridors, and OHV recreation.

The OHV element completed in 1978 analyzed OHV

recreation in California. It recommended departmental

action to provide facilities on its own land

opportunities for joint and state -- joint state and

federal projects and developed guidelines for providing

OHV grants to local and federal agencies.

This concept has helped shape the current OHMVR

program with the SVRA model in the grants program. One

of the recommendations from this plan was for the OHV

program to designate a system of off-highway vehicle

trails for the state. Planning efforts in the late

1970s and '80s included the concept of the California

Backcountry Discovery Trail, which you guys, if you

were on the tour yesterday, you saw a portion of it,

which was the Lassen Trail.

So this Backcountry Discovery Trail was of

interest of BLM, U.S. Forest Service, and user groups.

In 2002, the California Legislature passed the OHMVR

Act which designated the strategic OHV trail program as

the California Statewide Motorized Trail.

The Division Strategic Plan of 2009 recognized

the increased interest in the statewide long-distance
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motorized trail and set the goal 2 of objective 2.5 to

implement the CSMT by 2020. Several ongoing local and

regional motorized trail efforts of stakeholder groups

could potentially assist in the CSMT project. Examples

of these efforts can be found in the attachment to this

report. And we'd like to add another one from

yesterday, the group that was presenting yesterday, I

don't remember the name, but we're going to add that to

this attachment.

The OHMVR Grants and Cooperative Agreements

Program supports the CSMT in providing grants and

technical assistance at the local, state, and federal

agencies to designate motorized trail corridors in

California. The future Commission meetings would be an

ideal setting to hear public input and assist the

Commission and the Division on the implementation of

the CSMT.

So this concludes my report, and I will turn it

back to the Commission for comment and discussion.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEM V(B) - CALIFORNIA

STATEWIDE MOTORIZED TRAIL

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you, Katie. At this point

we're going to take some public comment on this issue,

and then, from there, we're going to have some

Commission discussions.
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So let's start with Don Amador followed by Kyle

Felker, if you're interested in this subject.

Don?

DON AMADOR: Don Amador with the Blue Ribbon

Coalition. I just want to encourage the Commission and

Division to continue their efforts with the Backcountry

Discovery Trail. As a commissioner in the 1990s, I was

very involved, similar to what Chairman Cabral is, in

supporting the efforts to designate the Backcountry

Discovery Trail. Some of those efforts included a

number of field trips out there reconing trails that

might qualify as a quality route for the program, so we

just want to encourage your efforts as it's a very

important program. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Pass? Okay.

So John Stewart followed by Dave Pickett.

JOHN STEWART: Good morning, Commissioners.

John Stewart, California Four-Wheel Drive Association.

Thank you for the information about the Statewide

Motorized Trail system. I'd like to encourage the

broader outreach effort to go to start looking at some

other trails that are important, such as the Bradshaw

Trail, the Butterfield Stage Route through Southern

California desert regions, and the Old Spanish Heritage

Trail which are important historical routes that are
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still -- some portions are still open to motorized

recreation -- could be part of a great tourism point of

view. And also looking at, say, possibly the Route 66

and the efforts going on through there.

There's a lot of efforts that can be made to

incorporate both the paved routes that have a

historical significance and also a lot of the old

routes coming into the state, and I notice one thing

not listed on here is Immigrant Trail up in Northern

California area.

So this is something that I would love to see --

I know there's a lot of east/west trails that come into

California with the historical points, but at some

point in time I'd like to see the State come up with a

motorized trail that does transfer from north to south

in the state that is connected and does not hit

blacktop. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Dave Pickett.

Mr. Pickett passes.

Amy Granat followed by Nick Haris. Amy? She's

outside? I'll come back to Amy. So Nick Haris.

NICK HARIS: Nick Haris, American Motorcyclist

Association, and there must be static. I just want to

mention that I do think this is a great project, and

don't forget the Transamerica Trail, and a lot of
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people are really encouraged -- I've been hearing from

a lot of riders that are doing that -- there's been a

lot of kind of -- it's almost like the Pacific Crest

Trail, riders start on the East Coast and ride all the

way to Oregon. And it's a similar effort where they

have different types of experiences. I've heard that

the East Coast sections are pretty simple, some of the

Colorado and Utah sections can be very challenging.

And talking to Greg yesterday from the Sierra

Views Trail Stewards, and as kind of the clearinghouse

for this information, I want to encourage all of you to

make sure that these folks are aware of the new NOHVCC

Great Trail guys that came out. He was not aware of

that, and he sounded very interested in it.

So as kind of, like I said, the touch point for

a lot of these folks on a lot of these efforts, please

encourage them to utilize that resource. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Dean Stanford. Dean?

Would you like to comment on the Statewide Motorized

Trail or pass?

DEAN STANFORD: Pass.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Sylvia Mulligan [Sic].

SYLVIA MILLIGAN: Sylvia who?

CHAIR CABRAL: Milligan.
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SYLVIA MILLIGAN: Thank you. I'm Sylvia

Milligan with Recreation Outdoors Coalition, and I'm

one of these that got in on this when it was -- when

they had already done the original plans, and I got in

to try to take a little of the -- actually, we have --

we worked really hard, Recreation Outdoors Coalition

did, to make sure that this was recognized and that it

stays on the table, that we don't forget what this is.

We have also created what we call the 3B Loop in

Lassen which is the Share the Dream Trail that goes all

the way around Lassen Volcanic National Park as a

secondary trail. It is for street legal vehicles at

this point. We're working madly to try to get it as a

shared use trail.

I've also -- when we got to the Plumas and it

kind of stagnated, so for five years I've just begged

and pleaded with them, "You've got the new books out.

They're awesome." The people that laid this out did a

heck of a job. They did a lot of work, and I'd like to

see it continue. We want to get it done all the way

through, but it's done in my part of the state. So

thanks, guys.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Okay, so that

concludes our public comment.

Did we have any new green comment cards come in,
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Vicki? No? Okay. So let's -- oh, Amy, were you

passing?

AMY GRANAT: I just want to acknowledge Sylvia's

efforts, that's all.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. At this point we'll

shift into Commissioner comments.

Commissioner Patrovsky, do you have anything

down there?

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY: I think that the

statewide trail is a great idea. I'd like to see it

happen.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Commissioner Lueder? No?

Commissioner Slavik?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Just briefly. I was

involved on the San Bernardino several years ago when

this concept first came on board, and it seemed like

one of the problems that keeps arising is this

cumulative effects issue where all of a sudden because

we got signs on the trail that more and more people are

going to show up, and that somehow changed the actual

impact -- well, the impact was -- I'm not saying this

right here. It was anticipated there was going to be

more people on the trail than actually realistically

was going to happen, and that was the reason that it
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didn't go through the San Bernardino. You know, that's

a big hunk of the trail in Southern California that's

probably never going to happen.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Anything else?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: That's my comment.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. I'm going to go in a

little different direction with this. I am a huge

proponent of this. I believe it takes -- it's a

program that could easily -- it would be something that

would be extremely beneficial to rural communities in

California for backcountry tourism. They would

be able -- people would be able to access scenic spots,

especially if someone may be disabled, they could be

able to get to some spots that they normally couldn't

get to, like say on the PCT.

And I think it's a state law, it's been on the

books for many years, and we need to look at this. And

so, with that, there was a conference call recently

that I was on with some legal advice and with Division

staff regarding this, and really what it comes down to

is this was presented to the Commission many years ago,

and it was presented in a fashion as a programmatic

document, that it had planning level information in it.

And, with that, it was threatened to be -- the

litigation was threatened based on not having NEPA done
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on the whole -- NEPA or CEQA, either one or both on the

whole trail itself from start to finish.

So the NEPA would have been Mexico to Oregon,

they were all talking CEQA in California, so those were

where it was threats, it wasn't actually something that

was done.

So to move this forward is the question, how do

we do this? And there's a couple of things that I

think we need to look at at the Commission level.

First off, is we need to look at a programmatic-only

plan, and I think that's something that I'd like to see

the Division prepare is to remove the project-level

stuff from the past documentation and get us a

problematic document that's just an overview.

It will accomplish one key thing that's changed

since when the state law came through, and that would

be is that part of the provision of the Statewide

Motorized Trail is to be able to work with the federal

partners agencies and look for corridors through areas

that are -- would be corridors for this type of a trail

system.

With that, it would allow the State to

officially request this, and it also would make it so

the planning process, whether it is wilderness-like

designation on federal properties, those areas when
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they're going to look at them to be wilderness-like and

be viewed as wilderness possibly by Congress, be acted

upon, that we could have -- well, an argument that

there is supposed to be a corridor for motorized use

based on state law.

So it will at least put this at the table and

let us discuss this with the federal agencies as

they're going through their planning process on each

individual property like we're going to see moving into

the Plumas area eventually -- well, actually, in the

near future.

The other thing that this could do is it could

spur the much desired permanent routing of the Pacific

Crest Trail in Southern California. That would -- and

there's a section of the Pacific Crest Trail in

Southern California that runs on the Statewide

Motorized Trail that the existing GPS routes and stuff,

it's multi-use area and it's literally the PCT is on

that. The PCT is supposed to be routed through Tejon

Ranch. The Tejon Ranch Conservancy needs to be prodded

along a little bit, and they could then see the

permanent routing going through the ranch, and that

would eliminate a lot of the conflict that's been

happening in the Kern -- Eastern Kern area with the

private landowners and their trail systems on their
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properties, and it also would eliminate the duel use of

the Statewide Motorized Trail and the PCT.

And I think that would be extremely beneficial

to both types of recreation. I think that PCT

recreationalists would really enjoy being able to not

walk on an L.A. Water Agency aqueduct road through

windmill farms and would much prefer to be walking on

the ridge through Tejon Ranch that is absolutely

gorgeous.

So, with that, I think what we can do next is,

as we kind of discussed a little bit on the phone, is

just to see if we can bring this back as a

programmatic, you know, remove all the project-level

stuff that was in this before where they went and

talked about staging areas and trailheads and systems,

that type of language needs to be completely brought

out of it, and then we can just look at it from an

overview thing, and the Commission could take some

public comment and stuff on that, and maybe after that

we can look at making a decision at a future meeting.

So that's what I'd like to see the direction we go

with. Okay. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Just a question, Katie.

Do we have a map of this trail? I assume we do, that

it shows segments and, you know --
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KATIE METRAUX: We don't have a current map.

There is one that was put together in 1980 that's

now since -- it wouldn't be viable, so we don't have

anything current.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: So that sounds like an

issue. From a planning standpoint, you'd have to have

the corridors -- at least potential corridors.

KATIE METRAUX: There's potentially a lot of

steps we'll have to take to get to the level that

Commissioner Cabral was talking about, yeah, so that

would -- I would agree that would be a good step to

take too.

CHAIR CABRAL: Yeah. This is not a, you know,

we're sticking our toe in the water of a large lake

we're going to swim through, but we've been standing on

the shore for far too long. This is just to kind of

make us to put ourselves in a position that we won't be

threatened to be sued right from the very beginning.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Right.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Right.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

AGENDA ITEM VI(A) - PROGRAM REPORTS

COMMISSIONER CABRAL: The next item on the

agenda, we're going to start moving into Program
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Reports. So the first one up would be --

(Inaudible discussion.)

COMMISSION CABRAL: We did the public comment on

that. It's okay, Don. You were pulling out your inner

commissioner from years ago.

DON AMADOR: Sorry.

CHAIR CABRAL: That's okay. So we're going to

go with Forest Service. Garrett.

AGENDA ITEM VI(A) - USFS REPORT

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: Good morning. My name is

Garrett Villanueva. I'm with the U.S. Forest Service.

I'm the Regional Trail and Program -- Trail and Travel

Management Program leader for -- the region is

California, that's the Pacific Southwest Region.

And I really appreciate that this meeting was on

the Plumas National Forest. I think it's a great

opportunity to connect with our federal public lands by

having an actual Commission meeting on the forest, so

thank you for that. Also thanks to the Elks Lodge for

letting us use this facility as well. And if we can

kick on that disco ball now with the green lights for

the Forest Service, we'll get this party started.

So, you know, just real quick, if I can comment

on the statewide trail. It's a really great idea

conceptually. I completely agree with some of the
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comments, you know, taking a programmatic approach is

probably the only way the Forest Service would be able

to move forward to tackle this, you know, if we're

looking at doing project-level analysis across the

whole state, you know, we're just -- I can't imagine

we're going to be able to chip away at that.

And so a couple of things that occurred to me is

looking at kind of an opportunities and constraint-type

analysis in order to get to the point where we can set

some goals for what this trail would provide, you know,

types of uses. Is it licensed only, is it unlicensed,

and those kinds of things, because I think we need to

further define what are we going to do with this trail,

and then we can start to back up into what routes exist

out there that we can connect and what new sections

might be needed as well as staging areas.

So I just want to throw in my two cents about

the next steps as we move forward, and this might be a

good thing that if we establish regular meetings on,

this is going to be a priority in order to move it

forward with the multiple partners, including land

managers and other stakeholders to define that. So

that's not part of my report, but I wanted to take the

opportunity to provide our Forest Service perspective

on that.
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So I did present this slide last time I was

here, but I wanted to share it again since there's some

new commissioners and there's some other folks that

aren't here.

Just to articulate some of the opportunities on

National Forest System lands. So you can see the dark

green on the map are our National Forest System land.

You know, and the majority of those do exist in the

West Coast in our mountainous regions. So in

California we see the Sierra Nevada region is

highlighted as well as some other regions, but that's

where the majority of the opportunity exists in

California.

I wanted to break out a little further, you

know, kind of the level of opportunity for motorized

use on National Forest System lands. So across all of

California we have nearly 40,000 miles of designated

routes for motorized access, so that's roughly the same

size as our Interstate Highway System across the entire

United States as well, so it's a large opportunity that

exists out there. We have a total of 157,000 miles of

trails, and 40 of which are designated routes on

National Forest.

To be specific to where we are right now, the

Plumas National Forest has a little over 4,000 miles of
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designated routes open to motor vehicle use, and of

that 4,000, I looked it up on their website just a

second ago, 3,842 miles of those routes are open to our

green sticker or unlicensed vehicles. That question

came up yesterday.

So the majority of those routes are open to all

OHVs which is pretty awesome, I think. That's a lot of

miles.

If you look across the state, you know, it

represents the largest motorized trail systems and road

systems across the state. There are a couple others

that are slightly larger, but not by much.

So I also want to talk briefly about the

National Trail Strategy. I'm on the core team for

development of the National Trail Strategy, which is

going to be coming out this summer, and it's going to

establish a framework for how we can move forward with

our trail system. You know, the Forest Service admits

as an agency that we have some challenges and some

bottlenecks.

And so when we look at what's going on with the

Forest Service and what is our major bottleneck, well,

what's our capacity? You know, we're down to one

person in a lot of cases and, in some cases, zero

people in our trail program to be able to move forward
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and work with partners and stakeholders and to even

take care of what we have.

You know, and as I articulated earlier, we have

large trail systems in California that do require

regular maintenance and, in some cases, our trail

systems are legacy trails, so they were never designed.

They kind of grew out of what existed or what routes

existed and over time they were adopted, and they may

not have an actual design that goes by. They manage --

it just kind of happens, and we've tried to manage

those over time.

Well, and as those of us who have done trail

maintenance know that those trail systems require a lot

of maintenance, and they're very expensive and they

aren't necessarily sustainable. They're going through

some of our most sensitive areas on the forest in some

cases. They have fall line alignments, and they're

degrading over time and we can't keep up with it.

And so, as we move forward, some of that trail

system we need to redevelop over time. And we're

looking to our partners and our communities to engage

with them in order to come up with trail systems that

are going to meet our needs into the future and our

community needs. That's a big part of this whole piece

is that our trail systems are meeting our community

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

116

needs for access and for recreation and for wellness,

and we want to connect to our public with our National

Forest System land.

So we're going to see some changes in the way we

approach our trail system and management of our trail

system in the future where we're going to be reaching

out much more to our partners.

And, you know, to give the California OHV

Division and Commission credit, you're an amazing

partner and you've provide a ton of support on National

Forest System lands, and we appreciate every piece of

that. We're not asking for more, necessarily, from you

as a group, but what we are looking for is to increase

our collaboration across different groups and multiple

groups working together.

You know, one of the things Commissioner Cabral

and I were talking about earlier is that I'm spending a

lot of my time, and the Forests are too, in addressing

problems through litigation. That sucks all of our

capacity and it takes away the opportunity for

creativity and the best solutions that could exist and

it's very expensive.

So if we can change that paradigm and move

toward a collaborative approach amongst multiple user

groups and even seemingly opposing user groups, we can
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work proactively and we can do much more together.

So that's what my goal is as we move forward in

this region is to -- is to bridge that gap. And I will

say, you know, when I talked to, say, a non-motorized

advocacy group and a motorized advocacy group, we

talked about what's important to us as individual

users, it's this far apart and it's almost the same

thing. People are saying that they're looking for the

same types of opportunities, it's just somewhere along

the process we get sideways, people take positions, and

people are upset about one particular route and they

make that into a larger issue perhaps. Or maybe the

Forest Service isn't out in front leading those groups

to help bring us together.

So we're looking at all sides of it and we want

to find those types of solutions, and I need to work

with all the people here, really, to make those happen,

make those a reality.

So as part of -- one of the changes that the

Forest Service is looking at internally is

understanding what the benefits are to our visitors.

So when I talk about our local communities, you know,

one of the first things we can talk about is economic

benefits to our local communities, especially when

we're in Northern California, these small towns that
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maybe once were developed as a logging community, and

the logging industry has declined substantially over

time, well, our visitor benefits are huge.

We do understand that, in California, we've

estimated that the economic benefits from recreation is

about a $300 million industry. And our Regional

Forester, Randy Moore, came out with a video that's out

there, you can YouTube it, that identifies that. And

he also talks about some of our other industries that

are out there, such as our timber industry, which is

currently about a $22 million industry annually.

So we can see that recreation is something like

a tenfold increase over -- or a tenfold greater than

our timber industry just as one example, so it's an

enormous industry, it's continuing to grow, and the

off-road industry association and others are starting

to recognize that our National Forest land and other

public federal lands are extremely important to the

future of those industries.

So we have opportunities -- emerging

opportunities to grow beyond what we've been in the

past by seeking those -- those ties to those economic

benefits from not only industry but from our

communities as well. And other small communities like

the Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship has identified --
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they've -- by treating sustainable trail opportunities

in the Downeyville area, for example, they've seen that

community turn around and start to thrive in many ways

that are based and founded in a recreation economy.

And I see that opportunity all across California as an

amazing, beautiful state that offers beautiful national

forests for our public to recreate in, but they have to

have -- they have to know what the opportunities are

and then they have to have that actual opportunity out

there in order to do it in a sustainable way.

We're also going to look at training and skills.

So within our own programs in the Forest Service, you

know, we may have one person on a district say that

it's our trail person, and they may or may not be

trained in trails. They might just be the person doing

all the recreation, they're cleaning bathrooms, they're

addressing complaints, they're putting up new signs

that are getting shot. They're doing the best they

can. It's a skeleton crew to operate 100,000 acres of

National Forest, and it's boiling down to one person.

But we do want to train that person in some

other skills that they may or may not have, which is

partnership skills, how to engage partnerships, how to

engage our public, so those aren't traditional skills

that we've had in our trail program in the past. So
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when you have maybe approached a trail person in the

past and asked them if you can help, they might say,

"Well, yeah, you can volunteer. We're going to have

one day later this month that we're going to volunteer

this summer, but that's kind of all we have planned."

Well, we're looking to train our persons on how

we can change that and how they can use our existing

agreements and tools, such as Challenge Cautionary

Agreements, Voluntary Services Agreement in order to

change the way we're doing business and be more

successful. And that does tie back to engaging our

communities as well.

We're looking at more collaborative planning

approaches. We've already started that in many places,

and we saw a great example of that on Mt. Hough when we

were out there looking at that trail system that was

developed in partnership with the Sierra Butte Trail

Stewardship and the Forest Service and I think others

as well. So we do see that sparking in this area and

we hope to take advantage of that good stuff that we're

already doing and grow it beyond what we've already

done.

We've also seen the Mills Peak Trail that's

getting developed over here. That's not a motorized

trail, but that's being done in partnership and they're
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looking at motorized trails as well, and so I hope that

the folks that are here today and in this room are

engaging with the Forest Service and seeking to work

together to develop those partnerships for motorized

opportunities as well.

And that's how we're going to expand capacity,

my point number 4 there, is by sharing the benefits and

sharing the challenge as well. You know, in a lot of

cases I think our publics don't fully understand the

challenge of doing the job that needs to be done in

order to manage our expansive landscapes and our

expansive trail systems. So as we start to understand

the needs -- the operational needs for managing these

trail systems, we can share the opportunities as well,

and I know there's plenty of skilled folks out there

that do want to help, and they may not have had the

opportunity to work with the Forest Service partially

because of our culture and our approach to it. So

we're looking to change that through our training and

skilled development programs.

And lastly is information. And so I mentioned

yesterday we had some conversations about the motor

vehicle use map and how you find that. As many know,

you know, our motor vehicle use map is kind of a bunch

of lines on a map with very few features to identify
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where you actually are. Well, we are going to move

into an electronic age where we're -- we have a digital

strategy we're already working on, and we're going to

be pushing that data out, we're pushing hard on it,

we're accelerating those programs in order to get our

information out there.

I'm very aware that if you go to a National

Forest website, typically you can't find an actual

trail map. We're looking to change that as quickly as

possible. They do take time, but I wanted to share

with everyone that we are working diligently and

aggressively on that and we're engaging external

stakeholders to seek technological solutions.

Shifting gears a little bit to give an update on

our over-snow vehicle travel management process which

does affect the Plumas National Forest. We have it

going on in the Lassen, the Plumas, the Tahoe, the

Stanislaus, and the ElDorado. All aside, the forests

are moving forward. We have the schedule staggered so

that we're not releasing everything at once. That's

both for our internal capacity and so we don't bombard

our publics with five EISs for review all at the same

time because that's a lot of work.

This is a result of a settlement agreement from

from litigation, and so going to the Plumas, we're
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reviewing our scoping comments, so in all five forests

we've completed public scoping, so that's already

occurred. We outreached to the public, we held public

meetings to get public input, now we're reviewing our

scoping comments for the Plumas.

Once we have those reviewed, we develop

alternatives to address the comments that we received

during scoping.

So we got public comments during scoping. Once

we get those comments, we look through all those

comments, and we develop additional alternatives that

address all of the significant comments.

And by "significant," you know, a comment needs

to be supported, it needs to be factual, it needs to be

supported by science and otherwise relevant. So if

someone just says "I really like this trail," you know,

that might not be quite the type of comment that's

relevant, you know, you need to have "this trail

connects these two places," it's important to provide

this kind of recreation opportunity, not that I just

want this trail, I'm one individual and I like that

trail and you should keep it.

So we look for comments that are relevant and

specific. And on the other side you could see that

maybe someone says, "I don't like snowmobilers." Well,
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okay, but that doesn't mean we're going to close the

whole forest to snowmobiles, okay, so it works both

ways.

So shifting gears once again, we are going

through forest plan revision. The three forest plans,

they're early adopters, we call them, are the Sierra,

the Inyo, and the Sequoia. Thank you. I keep getting

this confused because we're doing travel management.

Anyway, so the drafts are out. The draft plans

are out, so take a look at them. It is an important

step in the process to take a look at the draft

Environmental Impact Statements that the plans will

subsequently be developed based upon.

Now, an important clarification I need to make.

So the next step we're going to take is we're going to

do what we call the middle adopter forest. So the

Plumas is identified as one of those forests, so is the

Lassen, the Tahoe, and the ElDorado are all identified

as middle adopter forests, so they're the next ones

that we're going to be working on a forest plan

revision for.

But one of the things that's in the 2012

Planning Rule that guides forest plan revision is that

we can't conduct travel management as part of forest

plan revision. It can happen before or it can happen
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after but it can't happen during.

So we're going to complete winter travel

management, which is subpart C, on the Plumas before we

start our forest plan revision for this forest. Just

to be very, very clear about that, they don't cross

over, they don't mix. They're different processes.

Oh, and I did have a comment on there. One

thing I'd like to mention that's important is that

travel management is a dynamic process, it's not

intended to be a one-time fix, and we never go back and

address it because conditions change, access needs

change, recreation needs change over time, so we do go

back and we do change and update those plans over time.

For example, as we add new motorized trails, we

go back and we add those into our subpart B, if it's a

summer trail, for example.

So with travel management, we're looking at how

we can kind of get in front of this. I kind of

mentioned that we want to try to address needs upfront

and be proactive and get away from using litigation as

our tool. It's expensive, it limits our capacity, it

takes a long time, and it's -- it stifles creativity is

probably one of the most important things.

So as we move forward, we're looking at working

with Tread Lightly!, the Forest Service, and other
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partners, including the State, we've talked a little

bit about it. We're not necessarily committed, we

don't have a date set yet, but we're looking at 2017 --

in the fall of 2017 to host kind of a collaborative

workshop environment meeting. It might even be

multi-day. We hope to invite experts in the field of

planning and trail design and trail management for both

winter and summer and have a robust dialogue about,

"Where do we want to go?" Let's start to create this

common larger vision of "What do we agree upon? Where

can we move forward? What is minimization criteria?

What does that mean," because that's embedded in the

rule under some misunderstanding about minimization

criteria, for example.

So we hope to start to pin down some of these

things and be able to move forward on what we do agree

upon and then better understand what we don't agree

upon. And I say "we" loosely. I mean, "we"

collectively, not necessarily just the Forest Service

and our partners, but "we" as a larger non-motorized

users, motorized users, equestrian, the whole gamut,

PCTA.

The Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit and the

Inyo National Forest are both moving forward with their

subpart C, then you don't have to wait until they're
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done as early adopter with their forest plan before

they can actually start their NEPA process, but they're

gathering their information, they're meeting with

people to try to get in front of that process and be

proactive. And so is the Lake Tahoe Basin Management

Unit just south of here.

Okay. Shifting gears once again. So

Commissioner Slavik mentioned that he attended our

Tread Lightly! meeting. Thank you for traveling so far

to make that meeting. It was very helpful to have you

there.

And we're looking at developing -- or we are

developing a statewide campaign. We completed a pilot

project at Lake Tahoe, and we have the multiple targets

we're looking at, but one of the things that we found

during our pilot project at Lake Tahoe, that we're

missing that social media component, and that's

arguably the place with the least amount of effort that

we can reach the most amount of people. So we're

really building up a large social media campaign as we

move forward into that project, and we want to share

messages about where it is legitimate to ride on

motorized trails. We're also developing a sticker

that's similar to this, and I have a couple of examples

I meant to bring up, but they're cooler-looking than
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this sticker, but they would go on our route signs that

say, "Hey, this is a designated route." They're very

recognizable, it's got the shape of the California

state there, and everyone seems to really like them.

I know everyone commented on them and some

people even took some examples home with them, so that

was kind of exciting. So we already ordered a bunch of

these to get out to the forests, and those will be

coming out pretty soon, so I hope you start to see

those stickers show up on those Carsonites and other

route markers very soon.

It is a collaborative project. We are looking

forward to working with potentially the state and other

federal agencies and other partners as we move forward.

So even as far getting these stickers onto our

designated route signs, we are going to be looking to

our partners, volunteers, and others to help us do some

of that work as well. And so I think that's a great

example of a proactive educational campaign that will

benefit all of us.

And I think that's my last -- I have one more.

Oh, a couple more examples of some of the public

service announcements that come out. We are looking at

eBikes as well. That's the picture on the right. And

that's not one of them that we actually use, but it was
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kind of a funny one with the guy splashing his buddies

on the right there on the eBikes. And then, of course,

we've got the iconic Rubicon Trail, the one on the left

there, and these were specific to Tahoe. The ones that

are California-wide will say "California" on it, and it

will have the profile of the state on the routes as

well.

So, with that, it is BLM's turn, but if there's

any questions I can answer, I would be happy to address

those now.

CHAIR CABRAL: Do you have any questions,

anyone?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Okay, Garrett, Lisa has

left, but I was going to ask you a question. I was

thinking -- you are very well-spoken and I totally

appreciate -- I think we all do -- your demeanor in

this whole thing is really a positive approach.

Transition Team, would it be appropriate for

Garrett and possibly -- what's her name -- Jane. I'm

sorry, Jane, to make a presentation to the

Transformation Team regarding the partnership

arrangement with OHV and the federal agencies?

CHAIR CABRAL: I think that's something that

could be a private conversation with our Director and

to see whether it gains any legs or something, but that
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is something we could certainly have that discussion.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Thank you, but I do like how

you're thinking because you're picking up on the same

thing I'm picking up. That our federal partners, just

like us, are trying to figure out how do we amplify the

resources that we have.

And, you know, I lost count with how many times

"collaboration" was mentioned and "partnership," and

you're struggling and feeling kind of the fiscal

pressures also and you're trying to figure out how can

we best serve our visitors. So I kind of had the same

thought that it is very much in line with what we're

doing, so we can certainly talk about that.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: That is a great comment, I

think. And I will say that we did meet -- was it last

week -- or was that week before? Anyway, they all

blend together. We did recently meet with the State,

we are looking at sending out regular, like, quarterly

meetings with the State -- between the Forest Service

and the State so we can have those discussions to

identify where our priorities are, where we need to

focus together, and optimize our opportunities, really.

CHAIR CABRAL: You know, that to me is just so

wonderful to hear, because when I came on as a

Commissioner there was barely any communication between
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the State and the Forest Service at that time, and I

instigated getting some communication going. And at

the time that Deputy Director Conlin was happy to meet

with Romero -- and I will butcher his last name if I

try to say it so I won't -- and I was there for that

meeting, and that really kicked it off. And I was able

to develop a relationship with Romero, and I know he's

retired now, but I think part of that relationship I

developed led to you being in this position.

And I think that you've made a tremendous

difference in the perception by the public and for me

of how the Forest Service is working with the

recreationalists. I know it's been a big challenge to

go from a resource-based agency and switch to

recreation, and you guys are really stepping up, and I

appreciate it.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: Thanks, Ted.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Yeah. I can echo those

comments from Ted. I really appreciate your energy and

enthusiasm for what you've been presenting to us for

the last year or two. It's been really refreshing.

Just to kind of put a frame around what the

partnership between State Parks OHV Division and the

Forest Service actually means -- I'm kind of jumping

ahead a little bit to dollars and cents. This year the
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grants program Forest Service applied for a total of

$9.9 million. The grants are oversubscribed this year

for proposals, so maybe that number is not exactly what

it is going to turn out to be, but it's certainly

millions of dollars.

And I think it would be helpful if, and I'm

sorry to put you on the spot, but you talked about

minimal staffing levels for recreational purposes, just

what those dollars actually mean at a staff level to

provide OHV service and recreation to the state and

everybody in California.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: That's an excellent

question, and, you know, we were talking about this

yesterday and on the tour and, you know, there's some

challenges because there's a lot of money on the table

from the Division alone, for example, but that's not

the whole story, you know. We can't just throw money

at the problem. We need to develop the capacity in

order to be effective with that -- those dollars.

So, you know, even though say the Division gave

the Forest $1 million that they didn't receive

previously. If they don't have people in place with

the experience -- the on-the-ground experience and the

ability to effectively implement those programs, it's

just money. It's not really solving the problem. So
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we internally need to be able to develop that capacity

in order to be effective with our partnership

opportunities.

And so that's one of our challenges, and we're

hoping that we start to address that through our

National Trail Strategy, and a big piece of that is

talking about the economic benefits and the scale of

economic benefits to our communities because that

affects, you know, how our land officers make decisions

on where they should be putting their funding.

Another part of the problem is the scale of

fire, in California in particular, you know, 53 percent

of our budget goes to fighting fires typically. So we

plan for a certain amount, but we don't really know how

much fire we're going to have.

And as you probably know, but maybe not everyone

knows, that fire budget is transferred out of our

regular budget. So fires start to hit and our money

starts to get sucked away to go reimburse and pay for

those emergencies. There's not a dedicated budget from

Congress. Now, our Chief of the Forest Service has

been lobbying -- not lobbying -- he's been presenting

to Congress --

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Lobby.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: Well, he can't lobby, but
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he's been asked to provide reports to Congress on the

scale of that transfer. And the hope is someday that

we get a dedicated budget for firefighting because it's

becoming bigger and bigger. And as you're also

probably aware, we've had over 40 million trees die in

this last year alone as a result of -- well, it's

probably drought-triggered, but now there's beetle

infestations and there's rust and there's other things

that are killing off massive amounts of trees from the

Sierra National Forest. And they're saying it's going

to come all the way to Lake Tahoe, and we are seeing a

lot of that already.

So the scale of die-off, if we have all those

dead trees and landscape, then that's fuel for fire in

the future. So we have -- you know, when we start

talking about the need for a trail or a trail project

and we compare that to catastrophic wildfire, well,

catastrophic wildfire is going to win all day long.

So sorry that I got off on a tangent from that,

but part of my point was that we need to build -- we

need to have the capacity, and we need some -- we need

some internal budget for administration of those and we

need the skills, you know, that when we start looking

at the skill set to administer -- effectively

administer partnership dollars, you know, it's not our
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field tech. That's a program level position, and we

don't have a lot of those folks, you know, left on the

Forest that can, you know, not only do that but also

run all the other programs. So we're stretched as thin

as we can get, and we need to rebuild those programs

slowly and efficiently and effectively and

strategically as we move forward.

So what we're looking at is how can we be most

efficient and effective with our partnership dollars,

put the dollars in the right place, and how we can get

there, I think, is -- and what the National Trail

Strategy is saying -- by working together and

identifying those priorities together and then moving

forward upon what we're agreeing upon.

Because what's been happening, is we're kind of

doing either status quo or maybe not work together and

we end up in litigation, and then that takes all our

capacity away, which is already fairly limited. So we

want to be very strategic and work together, and I

think that's how we're going to be most effective with

our partner dollars.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Thank you.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: Sure.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Garrett.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: One more question.
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CHAIR CABRAL: Yes.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: So I'm going to maybe put

you on the spot here and ask a rhetorical question.

Where would the Forest Service be without OHV dollars

from the State?

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: Well, our OHV program

would be much smaller, you know, the amount of

opportunity -- on the Mendocino -- let's take the

Mendocino, for example. So that's a large program --

and ElDorado is too. You wouldn't have those trail

systems open to you if those dollars didn't exist and

hadn't existed continuously.

And, you know, kind of this ties back to Eric's

question about the budget, you know, we can't

effectively plan for one year, okay. If we get $1

million in one year, you know, we don't have the

capacity to go and do a bunch of great things. You

know, we develop these trail systems over many years,

over decades even, and so having some consistency in

that budget over time is extremely important for

successful and sustainable programs as we move forward.

So, you know, when we talk about sustainability,

we looked at it for three prongs of sustainability:

There's economic, there's environmental, and there's

social. And you can fit every piece of that to almost
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every situation if you can think of it kind of

generally. So, you know, tying that back to your

comment where would we be, well, if the economic

component of sustainability doesn't exist, i.e., we

cannot fund the trails we have on the landscape, then

we're going to close those trails -- we're going to be

in a position where we have to close those trails or

those trails wouldn't have been developed in the first

place.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Yes.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: I wanted to go back to

your comments about maps. Yesterday we had an

interesting conversation in our rig after we had left

the first location and where I learned a new word, the

Carsonite. I had that conversation -- I didn't realize

what those were but now I do. I kind of came up with a

little brainstorming idea, and this kind of ties into

the Director's earlier comments about technology and

social media and all that. Maybe it's time that

there's little stickers on some of those Carsonite

signs throughout the park that, you know -- and I don't

have the acronym -- QRS or something.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: QR codes, yeah.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: The QR codes, because one

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

138

of the things that stuck out the most to me was the

very first site that we went to, and I thought I heard

gunshots in the background, and we talked about that

just a little bit, but we also talked about all of the

damage that was done to the property owner.

Quite frankly, standing there without those

rocks, I would not have known, you know, what was and

what was not, you know, national park.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: Uh-huh.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: So to my point and kind of

directing and getting down to the weeds is maybe,

collectively, you know, in a way to save print costs,

which I imagine is a big part of the budget, judging by

the number of maps that I see wherever I go, it might

be an economic savings to the state, to the government.

Just a few stickers along the way, just a suggestion.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: That's a great comment and

I think it's very insightful. On National Forest

System lands, you know, we're looking for partners to

help us with those types of opportunities and do it

internally as well.

So in some places we do have those already, they

do exist, but they tend to be on our most developed

trail systems, not so much on our backcountry trail

systems, but I do think that that's going to start to
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take off much more aggressively than it has in the

past. You know, one of the things, you know, I don't

know about -- you know, Commissioner Cabral had cell

service and I didn't out at that site, so the coverage

and availability of cell service, it affects your

ability to use the QR reader. So we look at that and

it's a great idea. And cell availability is increasing

all the time, so I suspect there's going to be less and

less areas that don't have that kind of coverage.

CHAIR CABRAL: And, with that, though, I do want

to say I think it is important with whoever you're

working with for your mapping apps for the smartphones

that they're the ones that can have the cache maps in

the background so you don't need to have cell service,

because that's a key component to being able to use

your device out in the backcountry. So that would be

something that's good.

And I also just want to bring it up again, but I

think it's very important to start producing these

materials in Spanish, so whether it's signage or the

print stuff, your websites, everything. I notice some

of the websites already are having Spanish options on

them, so I think that's a direction we really have to

look at when you look at the percentage of

Spanish-speaking OHV users in California or just
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visitors of the forest in general just to, you know,

make them aware of the responsibilities and so on of

recreating in a forest. They need to be able to get

that communicated to them.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: I'll do my next report in

Spanish.

CHAIR CABRAL: I better brush up.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: So at the end of the tour

somebody mentioned that it would be great if you share

this out on your social media and whatnot. And there's

a power thereto as well, right? And I guess maybe my

first act on education outreach, I did share this on

mine, I already have 40 likes and 4 comments on the

Facebook, and I have about 5 likes on the LinkedIn, not

as strong.

But I think, just to reiterate, it is people

that were out on the tour, if you share it with your

own social media, it can go far.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: Yeah. Yeah.

CHAIR CABRAL: And also, I've noticed that you

have some forests that I follow on Facebook, and they

really put out some quality information on a regular

basis. Whoever the person is up on Six Rivers that's

doing that stuff up there, and they are on it. I mean,

there is something two or three times a day, there's
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always something coming out, and it's good information

for people who would be using the forest.

Some of it is just informational, some of it is

just breathtaking beauty, and the other parts of it is,

like, "Oh, this road is closed or this is happening or

that is happening," so it is a real nice mix.

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: Yep. Yep. Agree.

CHAIR CABRAL: All right. So I guess we're

going to take public comment on these altogether, so

this and the BLM, so we'll be doing that here shortly,

so I just want the public to know that.

So at this point, Garrett, if something comes up

at public comment, are you going to be here a little

later?

USFS MR. VILLANUEVA: Yeah. I'll be here.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

AGENDA ITEM VI(C) - BLM REPORT

CHAIR CABRAL: I guess the agenda, as we would

have Plumas County making a presentation next, but

Plumas County is not going to be doing a presentation.

So what we're going to be doing is we're going to be

moving to the BLM. So okay.

So Jane.

JANE ARTEAGA: Jane Arteaga, BLM California

State Office. I just want to double-check on the time.
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When did you want to take a break?

CHAIR CABRAL: So lunch break is at 12:30, so we

might be able to squeeze in you and then public comment

and then take a break.

JANE ARTEAGA: Okay. I'm just checking on the

time.

Commissioners, thank you again for inviting us

to come and speak. I just -- I'm going to keep my

presentation fairly short because I have Marisa

Williams here from our Eagle Lake Field Office, that's

Northern California Susanville area, Lassen County --

actually, their office covers more than just Lassen

County.

But I'm going to have her give a presentation on

her program that she has up there and how the grant

programs significantly benefits how we implement things

and the OHV program up in our northern state.

So, with that -- I don't think I'm talking loud

enough so I'll try to talk louder.

I realize about a week ago or so that we're

going to have quite a few new commissioners, and I

think by the next Commission meeting we should have one

more new one, I would think, hopefully, right?

And so, with that, by the next Commission I'll

put together various one-page reports on BLM acronyms
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of all our planning projects.

And I think that will actually help a lot of

folks who have been on board -- or on the Commission

catch up on some of the things that are going on.

So there are quite a few little topics -- well,

fairly large topics, especially in the desert, that are

happening right now within BLM. And so, with that,

I'll have it ready for the next Commission meeting and

have those one-pagers, because I want to keep it at one

page because they could be actually very long documents

if I don't -- I've got to drill them down to one page

for you so it can be quick for you to understand, and

you could ask me questions about those projects if you

want to at the next meeting.

So I was planning on doing an update on WEMO,

which is our travel management plan for -- covering

four field offices and the desert. It covers about 9.2

million acres in our desert, and I will not be updating

those on that.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Acronym?

JANE ARTEAGA: Oh, West Mojave Route Network.

We have five travel management plans in the

desert and desert area down in Southern California, but

I'm not going to cover that. I'm going to move on

because there's really not much of an update yet, and
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I'm hoping by our next meeting we will have an update.

What is important in the desert area is the

shared use area that we have in our Johnson Valley with

the Marines. They will be closing down the shared use

area for public access August 1st through the 30th.

And that's another briefing I have to give you because

that would take five pages if I fully describe that

now.

So that's pretty important. If you go -- and in

my report I have links for the public, and also we will

be putting this on our website. They could go ahead

and downlink to the Marine website and download an app,

kind of -- I'm not sure if it is an Avenza kind of

deal, but they're supposed to be able to download the

map and be able to determine whether they're in or

out --

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay.

JANE ARTEAGA: -- of the shared use area. As

you know, we don't have a fence around it and,

hopefully, we will never have a fence around it, so

hopefully that will help with that. And they're

supposed to be patrolling under their agreement -- that

they're supposed to be patrolling and assisting the

public to stay out of that area during maneuvers.

Another thing that's going on in the desert that
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Teri Roml, our district manager, is no longer in her

position. She got a promotion to the Washington

office, so Tom Zale, who is our field office manager

for El Centro Field Office, is currently detailed into

the position as the district manager, so which is good,

because we have someone who knows all the local

problems down there and knows all the -- our -- who all

our partners are, and especially with working with the

tribal governments down there.

So Tom Zale, and in his place at El Centro is

Carrie -- I'm forgetting Carrie's last name -- she is

his associate has stepped up to be a field office

manager, so kind of there's some movement there.

And just a few days ago I found out Este Stifel,

who is the Central California district manager, is

going to be detailing to Washington D.C. and working on

a special project in the NLCS program, National

Landscape Conservation -- yeah. So I forget all our

acronyms too. So she will be going to D.C. and, as you

know, she's sorry she couldn't attend this meeting but

she's at another public meeting right now, so she

wasn't able to come here before she went on her detail.

But she did want to come. So that's just for a few

months, so we're losing her for a few months, and the

good thing about it is, you know, when she goes over
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there and works in D.C., we could -- we have a

lobbyists for -- to get funding for all our new

monuments so we can do all those new plans that we have

to do, especially the travel management plans that we

tend not to get funding for. And so that's why I said,

"Good, go to D.C., get me money."

So one of the end report I kind of

highlighted -- I highlighted Imperial Sand Dunes. As

you know, that's one of our largest recreational areas

that we have within California.

You know, we just -- I just got our latest

updates. We had just -- so we're up -- we measure

according to the federal fiscal year, so September to

September, so that's our federal fiscal year. So our

season is not over with down there, although it's going

to slow down tremendously.

We had over 760,000 visitors so far this year in

Imperial Sand Dunes. Unfortunately, we've had over 320

medicals and six fatalities, so it kind of gives you an

idea of that program.

Again, the grants program, we succeed because of

that, and also the Imperial County gets funding -- the

sheriffs get funding, and they're able to help us in

that area also. So that's good news.

With that, you know, it seems like the
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fatalities are always related to drinking and driving,

you know. And so they created a program, the rangers

down there, that's called Fatal Vision, and they do

these workshops, and it's one-on-one workshops. We

have about five different workshops with the public,

you know, as they're visiting, you know, the area per

week down there during the busy season. So, you know,

every day there's one or two workshops going on.

So this Fatal Vision is you put these goggles on

and you try to walk this course, and it assimilates as

if you're drunk. So it kind of gives them an idea,

okay, now you try to drive, you can't. So it's a

pretty great concept that has been, you know, it really

gives us an opportunity for our law enforcement rangers

to do that outreach, you know, not just our -- not just

our recreation technicians, it's also our rangers.

So they're doing public outreach just like our

recreation-type technicians and not always doing

enforcement, you know, because it's education,

education, education, right? We want to do that. It's

a great program and it's turning out pretty successful.

This is the first year they've actually done that.

So another thing that's happening down in the

desert is our area Barstow Field Office, they're going

to be doing a management plan. It is a Rasor Road
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off-highway vehicle area, so for you guys who are

familiar with that area. So we want to -- we're doing

public scoping right now. And this is more of the

activity level plan, so what is it that the public

likes? Do they like rock county, what kind of OHV?

It's all OHV -- what kind of OHV use do you want? And

so we can design our program around that and try to

field positions and those kinds of things.

There's multiple dates. The next one is

tomorrow for our public meeting, and then after that

would be on the 11th, so those are coming up. And

that's about all I had to say because I want to leave

time for Marisa.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay, thank you.

JANE ARTEAGA: Any questions about anything?

CHAIR CABRAL: Any questions?

JANE ARTEAGA: Okay, thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: I didn't know we were going to

have virtual reality drunkenness. That was a concept

that never occurred to me.

JANE ARTEAGA: You know, it's working out pretty

well down there. We're going to try to spread it out

to the rest of the field offices.

CHAIR CABRAL: It might be real popular

considering people won't have hangovers once they take
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their goggles.

JANE ARTEAGA: I know. There you go.

CHAIR CABRAL: So we'll move on.

MARISA WILLIAMS: All right. As Jane said, I'm

Marisa Williams, BLM's Eagle Lake Field Office, and so

during this presentation I just want to focus a little

bit on what we have done with the OHV grant funding.

And what button do I push, the middle?

Okay. So within the BLM Eagle Lake Field Office

we have 1,000,022 acres of public lands, and about

7,000 miles of OHV roads and trails. So we have not

asked for funding for all of those areas, and so I'm

going to talk about the areas that we have asked for

funding, but keep in mind that we do have a lot more

opportunity outside of what I'm going to talk about

today in Lassen County.

So where we have asked for funding and received

it and done work is the Fort Sage and Rice Canyon OHV

areas, the BLM wilderness study areas, and then the

Wendel Dune is a future project site that I will show

you at the end.

So Fort Sage OHV area is in Doyle, California,

and that is basically in between Reno, Nevada, and

Susanville, California, and so we get visitors from all

over, Chico, Sacramento, San Francisco, mostly Northern
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California, but hopefully some of the Southern

California recreationists will come eventually.

So it's managed, obviously, for casual and

competitive OHV use. The Lassen Motorcycle Club is

going to be having their 50th anniversary race, so

they're going to make that a big one and we're really

excited. You can see behind the words, that's the

Widowmaker Trail and the Widowmaker Trailhead, so they

go down that and watch all the riders go down, so it's

pretty entertaining.

So I started in 2009 here at this office. I

came from the El Centro Field Office where I was a rec

planner down there, and I was really devastated how

people treat the lands in El Centro. We were

constantly picking up trash. And when I got to Fort

Sage in Lassen County, it was the same devastation.

The facilities were all at least 23 years old. They

were originally developed with State Parks OHV grant

funding, and nothing had really been done. You can see

everything was just dilapidated. We had the toilet, I

tried to repaint the inside and the outside. I tried

to glue the little signs on, you know, small things,

just no funding, pick up trash, you know, repair signs

if I could, but it wasn't working, and so we got the

grand idea to apply for grant funding.
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And you can see each time I'd go out there, this

is what it would look like. I did not want to go out

there because I knew I was going to be picking up all

this trash that was scattered, vehicles left abandoned.

And I was kind of scared to go out there too, you know,

being alone, and it just seemed like a terrible place.

So we turned it around.

Some of the major accomplishments that we have

had so far is a new CXT toilet, trail and trailhead

planning -- these are going fast -- a new map that we

printed, and we hope to reprint that next year. And I

know we talked about -- you guys talked about the QR

code. We are planning on doing that to at least link

to the BLM web page, but I think it's a great idea to

be able to link it to one of those apps, so get more in

with that eventually.

Successful restoration projects and successful

acquisition of private lands.

So this is just some of the work in progress,

and most of this is just photos. Go back to that one.

So lots of heavy equipment work, replacing cable and

posts, utilizing others from other BLM field offices

that could have special skills that could help us do

the work.

This is what our kiosk looked like before and
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this is what it looks like now. That was actually

designed by an artist.

And new toilet, as I said and trash cans. And

this is what the area looks like now. We constantly go

out and still pick up trash, but it's micro trash, you

know, and people keep the trash in the trash cans. We

have more of them installed now. I haven't seen any

signs shot, barely any vandalism, and it's because we

are using these funds to constantly go out there and

talk to the visitors and just have them help us keep it

up, and it really works.

And then, of course, trail maintenance has been

really important from use and just keeping the trails

nicer. Visitors have told me that they didn't want to

go to Fort Sage at all in the past because the trails

are just so terrible, but some of those visitors now

are coming back and they really enjoy it.

So some of the new OHV use, and I'm excited we

got a planning grant in 2012, and we're hoping to do

some future development with partial OHV funding, but

we have done some of that development on our own with

BLM funding.

So this was an old trash dump site, and we

started designing it into the new Diamondback OHV

staging area, and so you can see there's use that is
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taking place still at the trailhead that needs further

development, and they will include installing the CXV

toilet.

And then another trailhead which would be up

above for large trailers, you can see the cleared area,

that's where people are currently parking. So we want

to expand that a little bit and make it an actual area

to park, not just something that you just created, and

that's above the main trailhead.

As we've seen on Memorial Weekend, people are

parked down the road because there's no place to park

in the small main trailhead.

And then new trail development. We've had

trails constructed through that planning grant from the

Lassen Motorcycle Club, they helped us build some of

those trails.

And then acquisitions. That's been a major one.

That little guy is going to go across. So on the map

you can see the green is the first purchase that we did

in 2009, just a small parcel, and it's got some trails

that go through it. The light blue and the dark blue

we just purchased in 2015, and we're planning on

building this connector trail across which will connect

the Widowmaker to the uphill, and that way visitors

don't have to access the other side, the northern side
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of the Fort Sage OHV area or ride the county road to

get to the rest of the trail system. So we have a lot

of people excited about that.

And, actually, I just got a comment from a user

who he's really excited because he says he never goes

down the Widowmaker because he doesn't want to cross

all the way over. The northern end of Fort Sage is

very, very sandy, you almost need a paddle tire. So

it's such a different terrain than the upper that a lot

of people don't want to cross over.

So we were working on the pink piece, and that

will also have a trail that goes across it, and that

will allow users to -- they'll primarily probably use

it most likely in the races but casual use too.

So we want to keep on applying for lands. I

went a little fast there. You can see all the white

that is in there, we're actually are coming in for a

planning grant to try to work with all of those

landowners and acquire -- Lassen County has been

getting quite a few people buying land lately for

commercial operations, and the large -- the light blue

parcel, a guy wanted to purchase that, but luckily I

had been working with the landowner for so long that

she saved and waited to sell it to us.

And then successful restoration of illegal use.
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This is the Turtle Mountain Wildlife Area, and we had a

lot of illegal use, and the State was getting upset, so

was I, so we did a lot of restoration. And we have

that all over Fort Sage, and it's been really

successful.

That's it for Fort Sage, but I just want to

quickly talk about some of the other areas. The

Antelope/Shaffer/Bald Mountain Special Recreation

Management Area -- I did not come up with that name --

it has the Rice Canyon's OHV open area in it, and

that's the small area in the corner here. So you can

see that there's a lot of roads and trails beyond that

open area that users can use. And so what we plan on

doing, and we did receive the development grant, which

we should be hopefully requesting funding -- the

payment soon, is to develop this area. And it's

located just a few minutes out of Susanville, ten

minutes. It's only 105 open acres, but again, it's

within that 60,000-acre special recreation management

area where people will use this as a hub to park or to

do play riding and train their kids that they can go to

the other areas.

It was also a trash dump, so we've been cleaning

it since 2009, and we were able to secure some RF funds

to get a brochure and a kiosk, but that's the extent of
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the development. So this new development grant will

include loading ramps, shade structures, public

education signs, so better trails, trail maintenance.

So this is what it is starting to look like now.

Like I said before, it was also a trash dump. And so

this was a Facebook post that I saw the other day, and

I thought, "Hey, that's Rice Canyon," so that's pretty

exciting. And a lot of kids out there just kind of

riding around, learning how to use their bike. And a

lot of public input. People have told me that they're

really excited to see this area developed and not be,

you know --

And that's just kind of a little map that shows

the trails in that area, and the green is the new

trails that we plan on constructing just to give a

little more opportunity in the area.

And then the wilderness study areas. We have

also received grant funding to do restoration and

planning. Our planning was to map out a legal route

and then we came in for restoration. So that's kind of

the map.

There's 660,000 acres of wilderness study areas

in the Eagle Lake field office. And these are just a

couple of before-and-after photos. We're trying to use

minimum tools, signing and talking to visitors and

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

157

patrolling and, in some cases, you can see there was a

fire that went through between 2012 and 2015, and so

restoration has become more difficult. And so we may

have to take more drastic measures to restore. But

this is a three-year grant and it had just started, so

just to see a few photos.

And so for the future of the wilderness study

areas, what we want to do is create maps and let users

know where they can go versus where they can't go. I

think that that is a really good way to get the OHV

community to care more about the wilderness study areas

but still be able to enjoy them. Because you can get

off your bike and you can go out and hike around and

look and have fun out there too.

And then the last one is the Wendel Dune. This

is an odd project. It's surrounded by BLM land, and

there's one dune. And I thought, "Well, it's so small,

probably no one uses it." But, in talking to users,

people love it out there and, unfortunately, it's

private at the moment, but we are going to be looking

into acquiring it.

You can see the yellow around is the BLM, and

then a lot of the use is on the private land, and the

dune is that area in the blank spot.

So another Facebook post. This was just the
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other day, and I thought, "Hey, that's Wendel Dune," so

just some exciting opportunities here to maybe acquire

that land and to be able to manage it. It's just a

sandy area. There are more roads and trails than what

this map shows, we just don't have a current mapping of

it.

And that's the end. Any questions?

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioners? No?

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Over in the Fort Sage

area, you had the renovation of the bathroom, but is

there camping over there too as well? Are you going to

put in pits and whatnot?

MARISA WILLIAMS: Yeah. It has picnic tables,

fire rings, barbecues, loading ramp, the vault toilet

facilities, and it is for camping.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: So it is not just for day

use. Are all of them like that?

MARISA WILLIAMS: Yeah. All of them are for

camping. You can camp anywhere in any designated

trailhead.

And the only other thing that I didn't mention

is with trying to reach out to the public, the BLM does

have the Facebook page, and I've been seeing Redding's,

and they're posting a lot of stuff. So I called and I

was, like, "Hey, could you post some stuff for us?"
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So I think some of you saw a portion of the

video that we're working on, but we're going to be

having videos coming out on the OHV areas and

opportunities just to get the word out for the public

and, you know, so --

CHAIR CABRAL: Well, thank you. That's

wonderful news, really, to see what's going on up

there, you know, that for a lot of us that are in the

more metropolitan areas, it's nice to be able to go to

a completely different ecosystem and be able to have a

different experience. And whether it is just the

terrain a person is recreating on or just the visual

escape, so it's good to see that you guys are really

doing such a good job cleaning it up and organizing it

and getting it managed, so thank you.

MARISA WILLIAMS: Yeah. And thank you to the

OHV Division too because they've been instrumental in

helping us, and this funding -- I mean, it's really

turned our program around, and I want to continue to

keep working out there so I'm excited.

CHAIR CABRAL: Great. Thank you.

MARISA WILLIAMS: Thanks.

(Audience applause.)

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEM VI(A-C) - USFS AND BLM

REPORTS
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CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. So we're getting close to

lunch, and we can hear it back there coming together.

So, with that, we have some public comment, and then

after the public comment we'll be taking a lunch break.

After the lunch break, at 1:30 promptly, we're going to

be doing public comment on the non-agenda items, which

is going to be blue cards, blue papers.

So if anyone has something that has come up and

they want to talk about or anything, that's the card

you need to fill out and go from there.

With that, we'll jump right into the public

comment on the last two items. And we'll start off

with Don Amador followed by Kyle Felker.

DON AMADOR: Don Amador, Blue Ribbon Coalition

and Quiet Warrior Racing. I'll try to keep it short.

I just wanted to commend the Forest Service for their

National Trail Strategy. Blue Ribbon Coalition has

been attending meetings and webinars since November,

and we're really excited about where the Forest Service

is going with directors from Washington D.C. throughout

the country as the Forest Service moves from a

timber-based resource management -- resource-based

economy to recreation, that they have embraced the

trail concept.

And I just want to say we're fortunate in

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

161

California to have, for the last 25 or 30 years that

I've been working on trail issues, a trail champion

regional office, starting with Tom Crimmins and Rich

Farrington, Captain Nick, and now Garrett, as well as

with the BLM. We've had Jim Keeler and Mark Conley and

now Jane Arteaga. You know, people don't realize how

fortunate we are to have that leadership and support

from the regional office because there's many states

and regions that, if you were to call the state

association, they would have no clue who their trail

champion is at the State office.

Quickly, I wanted to continue to urge the Forest

Service and BLM State Park to develop a trail hotshot

crew. As we have dryer winters now, I feel it is very

important to get the best utilization out of our trail

crews, master performers, and equipment. Also, support

bilingual trail management signs and the Stanislaus

National Forest, for one, has started a bilingual

program. I think it's very important to do that as

outreach to the Spanish community. They are, as we

heard earlier today, getting out more on public lands.

Also important for Tread Lightly! and our narratives in

land use ethics to develop that bilingual land use

ethic educational materials because we can't expect the

Latino community to appreciate land use ethics if we're
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not communicating with them.

Then lastly, we saw a presentation on -- from

the BLM about moving an area from an unmanaged area

where we had garbage dumps, now we have a quality

signing program. And, from my experience, a

well-maintained signing program is key to showing the

public that the agency cares for the land. Because if

your program looks crappy, the public isn't going to

care. But if the public sees that you care as an

agency, then they're going to care. Thank you very

much.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Kyle followed by John

Stewart.

KYLE FELKER: Kyle Felker with Bucks Lake Snow

Drifters Snowmobile Club as well as Sierra Access

Coalition, and I'm representing them and specialized in

the OSV part of it.

And this is the first time I've been to these

meetings and it's really good to see this. I usually

work at the project level and implementation and

planning, and so it's really nice to see all the

support up at the higher levels that I'm not familiar

with here.

So a couple of things. I want to give you some

heads-up as I'd like to be sure to get some support.
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On the OSV, we recognize these little map packages in

the kiosks here. These are real vital here for trails,

and this is the local area here, our lakes and basins

up here. And also on this here is the Lake Davis

Trail. We're having a hard time getting this printed

by the Forest Service. They have said that they will

print this in these public meetings as well as the

Coordination Council meetings with the Plumas County

Coordinating Council, and we haven't seen these printed

and they seem to be dragging their feet and seem to be

questions if they're groomed snowmobile trails and

those issues, but it would be great to help getting

this reproduced.

And I want you also to know we, as Sierra Access

Coalition, have submitted groom trails and input to the

process here, and we're proposing some new groom

trails. We know that there's no money available for

this, but we want this to be the time that we do the

environmental analysis for these proposals, and that's

all it is. And if some of these other trails do fall

out through the process, there will be some in the

hopper there. So there's some big issues, and I want

you to be aware we know that.

Also, we're working where the PCT goes through

here in these crossings, it's really unique issues
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right up here on the ridgetops. There's no roads,

Pacific Crest Trail crossings, you know, snowmobiles

just can't find the Pacific Crest Trail. We can't even

find the road going up to the trail let alone the trail

itself, you know, it's 20- to 30-feet deep in places.

So it's creating those issues of crossings here.

I've developed some crossing input and will be

putting that into the Forest Service to amend what

we've already put in there, so that's kind of unique to

this area. And it's amazing that we don't know where

the PCT is up there, even on dry days with no snow.

Tahoe has it in one place, GPS, Plumas has it in

another place. We're talking a third of a mile

difference. And up on that ridgetop, that's a long,

long ways if you're going to be up behind a half mile

buffer treatments or crossing areas.

CHAIR CABRAL: Your time has run up.

KYLE FELKER: Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Appreciate it. Good

information.

John Stewart followed by Dave Pickett.

JOHN STEWART: Good morning, Commissioners.

John Stewart, California Four-Wheel Drive Association.

I'll get the hard question out of the way for Garrett

first.
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On your map that you provided with the trail

numbers or open roads and trails in miles, you also

have open areas and acres. I'd like to draw your

attention to one thing, is I know the Cleveland

National Forest, the 284 miles of road sounds about

right, but 14 acres when they have two OHV areas, and I

know Corral Canyon is considerably larger than

14 acres, so I'd encourage you to go back and redo your

math on the number of open acres.

For both the Forest Service and the BLM, I am

encouraged to see the change of approach that they're

taking in looking at more of your collaborative

approaches and partnerships and looking at more of

getting the public involved. I would encourage them to

continue this and reach out because, like the young

lady from Eagle Lake stated, that they recognize if

they tell the people where they can go, that's where

they will go. But if you tell them they can't go there

or don't give them a place to go, they will go there

and seek out and create their recreation opportunity

possibly in an area that you don't want them.

One of the main things that's -- themes that

have come out between the two agencies and their

approach seems to resonate with a change in the way

people have approached the perception of lands,
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starting off with, first off, we were an extraction

industries, with BLM and Forest Service, they were

involved in an extraction issue.

Then we had an era of environmentalism where the

wilderness areas and wilderness lands were designated.

Now, all of a sudden, the bigger emphasis is coming up

to recreation and knowing that -- and it's being proven

that the recreation is the driving force for the future

for economics.

I'd encourage the agencies to begin to really

build on these collaborative and stakeholders groups to

understand the visitors' ideas of what they want. If

you give them what they want, you'll have easier

planning, easier management in the future.

Collaborative prep planning is essential. And

expanding capacity, knowing that you do not put a plan

in place today that is going to restrict your planning

options for the future. Recreation styles and issues

are going to change over time, so do not get real

constrictive and restrictive in your plans today.

Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Dave Pickett followed by Nick Haris.

DAVE PICKETT: Dave Pickett, District 36. As I

watch that slide show presentation by Marisa at BLM, it
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just makes me smile because that's what this whole

program is about. They took a trash heap and turned it

into gold. And talking to Marisa a little bit

yesterday, that area is now bringing folks back because

they want to go back and they have pride in their OHV

area. This is awesome stuff. This is where the

funding that goes to it makes the difference. And when

you have pride in the place you go to recreate, you're

going to pick up that trash, you're going to bend over

for somebody else's mistake and take care of it.

That's the best thing that you can see about our

program.

If we could just apply that up and down the

whole state, it would be phenomenal. I'd like to also

mirror the comments that Mr. Amador made about the

process and the relationships that have been built

through the years with the Forest Service Region 5 and

down to the field level. It has improved dramatically.

Ditto the BLM.

My only hiccup is we need to be working on

permitted events where we have a rain event that takes

place, and we've had a few of our events that have been

cancelled with a half inch of moisture, and they were

cancelled the day of the event when we had a lot of

people. This is not a new issue. For those of you who
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have been on the Commission for a while, we bring it

up. We need to re-visit these moisture standards

because soil type is a big deal. And when you have

areas that you can go have an event, where 45 minutes

after they closed, the sun came out, it was perfect,

but everybody loaded up and went home. So we've got to

work on this structurally, and it's frustrating for us

in the field. So I'm passing it on behalf of our

clubs. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Nick Haris followed

by Amy Granat.

NICK HARIS: Good afternoon. I'll try to keep

it short so we can get to lunch. I was reminded,

seeing these presentations, and these were wonderful.

And I'm not familiar with the Eagle Lake area, so it

was really interesting to see and to see the

transformation. I'm blown away by the numbers for

Imperial Sand Dunes, like I always am. I mean, 750,000

visitors is mind-boggling.

But I was reminded hearing these presentations

that I went to a state recreation planner meeting in

Wyoming in late April. I happened to be out there, and

I got done with the Lander, and I'm not trying to throw

anybody under the bus, but the different level of

sophistication and engagement and knowledge about what
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we all like to do recreation-wise that you see from all

the staff that we all interact with here versus there,

I don't want to say it was shocking, but it was just a

very eye-opening moment to hear people talk about their

experiences.

Like some of the stories we heard earlier about

calling up your local BLM Field Office or your local

Forest Service and, in this case, it was BLM. And who

do you talk to, where do you go, what kind of

information is available? And, I mean, they just

really truly work -- they're 20 years behind where we

are here. And so I think that -- it reminded me of,

once again, of what a model this is, and it's really

nice to see these presentations today. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Amy Granat followed by Dean Stanford.

AMY GRANAT: Amy Granat, California Off-Road

Vehicle Association. It looks like I'm going to be the

fly in the ointment here. The presentations are great

and the OHV community represents anywhere from 80 to

90 percent of the volunteer workforce on Forest

Service, and that's per our Deputy Regional Director's

testimony to the State Water Board. We have a lot to

be proud of. That said, travel management eliminated

or limited a lot of opportunities for the OHV
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community.

This Commission, in 2001, directed somewhere

around $12 million to the Forest Service to evaluate

all roads that had OHV use. It was never done. Only

15 to 17 percent of the roads on any given forest were

evaluated and added to the system. That means that

people, regardless of what it showed up there, because

a lot of the paved roads were included in those

amounts, which most people don't like to travel on for

OHV recreation. They didn't do their job. And,

because of that, and there are six partners that

entered into a lawsuit against the Forest Service.

Now, I agree that lawsuits aren't the way to go

about partnership agreements with a federal agency, but

every now and then you have to step up to the plate and

say, "My community was hurt, my county was hurt," and

together with Plumas County, Butte County, Sierra

Access Coalition, CORVA, myself, and Corky Lazzarino

were working with Pacific Legal Foundation on a lawsuit

against the Forest Service.

We've put everything in the last six years we've

had into it, we don't know whether it will be

successful, but what the Forest Service has learned out

of this is that we will fight for our rights. We have

a right to access maintenance level 3 roads on green
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sticker vehicles. That was taken away in travel

management.

We also have a right to park more than one-car

length off of a designated road or trail. You imagine

parking in the disabled person one-car length off of a

road and trail trying to get a disbursed recreation

site. How am I supposed to do that? I mean,

literally, it's a question I've asked the Forest

Service over and over again, and the Forest Service,

all they have to say is, "We've complied with all ADA

laws." That may be the case, but does that relieve

them of responsibility for disabled, for elderly, for

families with children? What we're saying is no. And

again, this doesn't take away from the partnerships we

have with the Forest Service because we're working very

hard, but sometimes it is necessary and it's not

entered into in any way lightly.

With the BLM, we have a meet-up group now, which

is a new non-traditional form of club that wants to

adopt a field office, and we're going ahead and working

with the BLM. It's a group of 60 people that just want

to do whatever they can to help this field office.

So people are out there who care, and

off-roaders are amazing, amazing people. So as much as

the federal agencies help us at times, we have to tell
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them when they do something wrong as well. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Dean Stanford.

DEAN STANFORD: Pass.

CHAIR CABRAL: Pass, okay.

Sylvia Milligan.

SYLVIA MILLIGAN: Sylvia Milligan with

Recreation Outdoors Coalition. Amy, I have to agree

with you on that. There's always have to -- it seems

like there's always one forest that needs to be poked.

My group has had tremendous success with the

Forest Service and the BLM. We love our Forest Service

and our BLM, and I can show you some examples of

projects that we have been able to do. This is an MVUM

where the forest, the Shasta-Trinity came to my

organization and asked us, "Would you look at this

particular area, there's 110 acres for parking."

And so we talked about it, and we said, you

know, we can't just walk in and say, "Find these places

to park." We have to do a study on the whole area to

find out what's the use there? What obstacles do we

have to go to, how many WSAs, how many, you know, all

these different areas that we have to look at, so we're

completing this project. It will be done in June.

We're going to be -- we also had some private property
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right-of-away issues, and our group is working with a

local landowner to take care of those. And we now will

have new maps coming out this year, so we're very proud

of that.

We got a RAC grant for $53,000, and we have

$21,000 of it left because we had the experts to do the

work and didn't have to charge.

We also have another area called Beegum area

where they did a water restoration project. And they

didn't notify -- they notified me but they didn't

notify the county, so we had a meeting with the Forest,

and there were 23 of us there.

And I said -- before we started the meeting, I

said, "I'd like everybody to introduce themselves."

When the Forest found out how many knowledgeable people

were in that room, they asked me, they said, "Sylvia,

would you consider writing an alternative for this

project?" Which we did, and it looks like we're going

to get 95 percent of what it is that we asked for.

Plus we've also gotten all of the roads that we need in

the Shasta-T to do the loops, the ML3 roads they've

changed for us, Shasta-T was very good about doing

that.

I'm now working with six counties around the

Lassen National Forest because they're dragging their
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feet. But we want those ML3 roads too for historical

use, otherwise you ride in an area, you have to trailer

up and go to another one, or you encourage people to go

cross country and create new routes.

We don't want that. We're into managed

recreation. We want to keep the people here in

Northern California healthy and active, and the way to

do it is to provide sustainable, manageable

recreational opportunities, and we're very thankful

that our forest is working with us.

All the counties up here have their unpaved

roads open for multiple use. That helps. So, you

know, there are some success stories. I see you

blinking my little light.

CHAIR CABRAL: It's not me.

SYLVIA MILLIGAN: Yeah. But, anyway, thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: It's automated. I love our

people that come to our meetings.

So, with that, Commissioners, I think we've

already kind of commented. Did anything else come up?

No?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Yeah. I think, real

quickly, I wanted to ask a question of both the BLM and

the Forest Service. Their positions, I believe, are

funded through the grant program; is that correct? So
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if, for some reason, that changed, we would lose that

leadership at that level of government?

JANE ARTEAGA: My position? No.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: No?

JANE ARTEAGA: Her position is, but my position

is not.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Okay. So I'm wrong on

that.

CHAIR CABRAL: What we're doing here, though, is

we're kind of messing up our recording here. So if

anyone is going to be speaking, they've got to come up

to the podium.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Let's take it off the

table.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

Okay. So with that, we're going to come back at

12:30 -- or excuse me -- at 1:30 with public comment on

non-agenda items, like we mentioned earlier, and right

now we're going to take a break for lunch and,

unfortunately, I'm two minutes late behind schedule.

So, with that, we have some wonderful food from the

folks from the Elks Club over here.

(Returned at 1:31 from a break starting at 12:33 p.m.)

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

CHAIR CABRAL: All right. Let's reconvene this
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meeting. We're going to dive right into the public

comment for the non-agenda items, so anyone that's

interested in that that may not have filled one of

these out? Going, going, gone. We're ready.

Okay, first person for public comment on

non-agenda items would be Don Amador.

DON AMADOR: Pass.

CHAIR CABRAL: Pass, okay.

Dean Stanford followed by Amy Granat.

DEAN STANFORD: Hello, Dean Stanford. During

the refresh of the parks, I would like to see if

there's a way you could be more flexible with your

funding, perhaps team up with the cities or counties to

actually run a park on their property or fund the park,

not through the grant program, so the city doesn't

think they're rolling dice every year. Some way they

could decide a project is worthwhile and go ahead and

run it in perpetuity or some other way without having

to purchase the land, so that's what I'd like to see.

Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: He should probably give a

little update to the new commissioner what he's talking

about.

CHAIR CABRAL: Why don't you describe the park
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that you are talking about, the one that you've been

working on.

DEAN STANFORD: Okay. I call it the zero

emission park. It's land that's being reclaimed around

the San Jose sewage treatment plant that's currently

sludge ponds. And I went through their planning

process, they have an EIR that designates this large

area just at the bottom of San Francisco Bay as

flexible space. The flexible space, they kind of

tricked everyone at EIR showing it open. It could

still be industrial development, so I'm trying to

convince the city to allow an electric OHV park on that

land, but it could include also a trail around the pond

out in the Bay.

So I'm trying to tell them, you know, allow a

park -- the park funding could be used for the

environmental habitat species stewardship and provide

the recreation and then stop the development. So I've

got support from the local council member, the

California assembly member of the district, the Santa

Clara County supervisor president. And, as you know,

we had a meeting with the mayor's office. So I'm

trying to convince them that it is a good idea and,

hopefully, it will work out.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Great. Thank you, Dean.
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Amy Granat followed by Dave Pickett.

AMY GRANAT: Amy Granat, California Off-Road

Vehicle Association. Just very quickly because

Commissioner Cabral touched on the national monuments.

They are required to do new management plans with the

changes, so they get three years to do it, and they can

get an extension if they really need it.

The important thing to know about that for the

San Gabriel National Monument, it is a National Forest

Foundation that is running it for the three new

national monuments, Mojave Trails included, which is

very important to off-roaders. It's the Conservation

Lands Foundation. You know, I had never heard of them

either, I don't know if you guys have, but I've since

created a really good relationship with their

California director.

The plans are already in works. The problem

that I have is, and that we should all have, is that we

were not consulted at all before these extremely

environmentally-bent organizations were consulted.

They're considered partners; we are not. I'm not

exactly sure why, but it would be a good thing. We're

pursuing it right now within CORVA because we think

it's important.

If there are any concerns that anybody has,
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we're already on the San Gabriel National Monument of

the stakeholders group, so we've had very good

influence on that so far, and I received the same on

the stakeholders group for the other three national

monuments, so let me know.

CHAIR CABRAL: All right. Thank you.

Dave Pickett followed by John Stewart.

DAVE PICKET: Dave Pickett, fat, dumb, and happy

after that lunch, District 36. I just have a couple of

things that I want to throw out here during the open

public comment.

And one of those, for the Commission to

consider, is we need to follow up on something that I

still don't know why it remains out there. But at one

time we had given Riverside County approximately a

$20 million loan or planning document, money to develop

things. My understanding is that loan has never been

paid or the money returned. That's serious cash flow

that this Division could desperately use right now, so

I would ask that that be looked into.

The other thing would be I attended two

subcommittees last month, and there was some discussion

concerning the Attorney General's opinion that at that

time Chairman Slavik had put in, by the direction of

the Commission, to ask for a legal opinion concerning
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our OHV Trust Funds, and that's what it's remained all

these years is an opinion.

But based on some of the support documents that

I saw the LAO submit to the committee chair and the

committee members on both the Senate Budget Committee

and the Assembly Budget Committee, it appeared to be,

as you read it, that it's actually law.

So I don't know how we can fix that to get a

legal document put together that can decide whether

that opinion has merit or not.

Thank you for this consideration. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

And then John Stewart followed by Jeff Blewett.

JOHN STEWART: Good afternoon, Commissioners.

John Stewart, California Four-Wheel Drive Association.

I'd like to talk a little bit about the OHMVR program,

and one of the -- in 1971 the Chappie-Z'berg Act

established this off-highway motor vehicle recreation

program, and it has successfully provided for

self-funded high-quality recreation program throughout

the state. And it has -- it's been noted that, yes, it

is recognized that the federal partners are part of it,

but I want to point out that the OHMVR program is

important, and it is actually a core part of the State

recreation program in general. The SVRAs are just a
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small component of it. The major point is the OHMVR

Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program, and without

the Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program, there is

no recreation -- Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation

program within the State of California.

The State OHV program is a pay to play. The

funds supported -- or supported by funds derive from

the very people that use this resource, and this is

very important to consider moving forward. There is

legislation that moves underfoot right now that will

divert a bulk of this fuel tax funds out of the OHMVR

Trust Fund and to other uses that would have a

devastating effect on the program.

And there's been some words bantered about it,

about, "Well, the declining recreation." No,

recreation is not declining. Recreation is becoming

more and more important and more of a viable activity

for families. And this is something that I would

encourage the Commission to begin looking at and

identifying the demographics of who the recreation

users are and really taking a serious look at the types

of users and the types of recreation that are being

demanded by the residents of the State of California.

And also look at how those recreation interests that

are reflected in the tourists to help the rural
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economies.

And, lastly, the State Bureau of Land Management

runs the Desert Advisory Council. There is a -- you

know, there's something that I believe that the OHMVR

Commission should be sending a representative to the

Desert Advisory Council which meets about quarterly

just to begin to exchanging ideas and to build on these

cooperations. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Jeff Blewett.

JEFF BLEWETT: Good afternoon, Commissioners.

What I'm here to talk about is I brought up a couple

times about renaming the Clay Pit safety area after Don

Klusman. And I was just wondering how -- if that's

moving along or where it's going?

CHAIR CABRAL: Actually, that was something that

we had discussed with Chris Conlin, and now I should

ask Maria. Do you have a status on the renaming of the

Clay Pit training area?

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: I don't have a

status at this time.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay.

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: But there is

statute where we are allowed to rename areas within

State Parks. We'll look at the authority for you.
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CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Is there any process that

Jeff should follow? I mean, should he make an official

recommendation through an email or something like that

to make it so this actually starts moving forward?

DIRECTOR MANGAT: I might respond to that.

CHAIR CABRAL: Yes.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: I must confess, I'm not

particularly clear on what the process is through this

Commission. I am familiar with what the Parks and Rec

Commission process is. I think it's sufficient, just

know that you have our commitment, that we'll go back

and figure out what the process is, and we know how to

contact you. And if we need a formal submittal, we'll

reach out to you.

JEFF BLEWETT: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. So that concludes the

public comment on -- oops. This is non-agenda. If you

wanted to, you have to fill out a --

SYLVIA MILLIGAN: Public comment.

CHAIR CABRAL: Public comment on non-agenda

items. If you want to -- the green one is for agenda

items.

SYLVIA MILLIGAN: I filled out a blue one. He's

telling me what to do just because I'm a woman.

CHAIR CABRAL: I don't have one from her.
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THE CLERK: I don't have one.

CHAIR CABRAL: Well, let's be official.

SYLVIA MILLIGAN: I'm going to write in

shorthand. Hi. My name is Sylvia Milligan, and I'm

with ROC. I have been listening to all of this all day

long and thinking about all the different projects and

opportunities that we have here in the north state that

have been directly correlated through the support of

the Division.

I have heard what the Director has said, and I

was very impressed with it, but my concern is if

something should happen to this funding, what will

happen to us here in Northern California? All of our

opportunities will go by the wayside because the Forest

Service and the BLM does not have the funding to keep

doing this.

So I think what I'm saying is I'm directing a

challenge at you because we knew exactly what you've

said today, that you will follow through and there will

not be any cuts to this program and it will continue

into the future. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

Okay. So that concludes where we're at with our

public comment on non-agenda items.

AGENDA ITEM VI(D) - OHV SAFETY EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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CHAIR CABRAL: So we're going to go back into

our program reports. We have Off-Highway Vehicle

Safety Education Committee. Greg.

GREG SCHUMAKER: Good afternoon, Commissioners.

Greg Schumaker, Off-Highway Vehicles Safety and

Training Coordinator. My subject is the Off-Highway

Vehicle Safety and Education Committee Update. The

report can be found behind Tab 9 in your binder.

The Off-Highway Vehicle Safety Education

Committee has been reconvened. On April 28th, members

of the Off-Highway Safety Education Committee met in

Sacramento. Committee members included Off-Highway

Motor Vehicle Recreational Commissioner Paul Slavik,

California Highway Patrol designee Captain Kevin Davis,

Department of Motor Vehicle's designee Robert Benson,

and staff members from the OHMVR Division.

The focus of the first meeting was designed to

bring new members or new-to-OHV members of the

committee up to speed. The topics for this first

meeting included the history of the OHV program, the

history of the Off-Highway Vehicle Safety Education

Committee, California ATV laws, current ATV safety

certificate program, and the Department of Motor

Vehicle requirements to become an ATV safety training

organization.
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At the conclusion of the meeting -- at the

conclusion of the first meeting, Commissioner Slavik

recommended that the new-to-OHV members of the

committee take an ATV rider course.

On May 10th, members of the Off-Highway Vehicle

Safety and Education Committee met with an ATV Safety

Institute representative and participated in an ATV

rider course at Prairie City State Vehicle Recreation

Area. Further Off-Highway Safety and Education

Committee Meetings, we'll address the ATV safety

certificate challenges that may affect the development

of the minimum criteria for certification for an ATV

safety training organization.

The next meeting of the Off-Highway Safety and

Education Committee is yet to be determined.

And, just a reminder, that June 6th through the

12th is National ATV Safety Week. This concludes my

report.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Commissioners? Nope?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: So a question for Greg.

So what do we anticipate the next meeting to be? After

summer sometime or what are you looking at?

GREG SCHUMAKER: Yeah. Hopefully, this summer

is what we had planned. It just depends on everybody's
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schedule.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Yeah. I'd hate to see the

momentum drag on with -- you know, the dates dragging

on.

GREG SCHUMAKER: Yeah. The next step in the

process is to determine the minimum criteria for an ATV

safety training organization.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Well, thank you.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: So I welcome the

opportunity to be on this committee because I have a

young daughter, and I talked about this, she's gone

through the state program, and the need for a program

that is universal, it is very important.

I know that a lot of folks that I know take the

online course for Oregon to ride in California to get

certified here. We needed to figure out exactly how --

why we don't have that same ability or process, so as

part of the committee we'll work on that, I imagine,

but I want to get into the record, do we have such a

process or --

GREG SCHUMAKER: This is the process, the

Off-Highway Vehicle Safety and Education Committee, and

that's one of the things we're looking into is to have

an online component followed up by a challenge course.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: Okay.
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CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

And we will be doing a public comment on that

item after we do the Triennial Report.

AGENDA ITEM VI(E) - OHMVR COMMISSION TRIENNIAL PROGRAM

REPORT

CHAIR CABRAL: So now we move on to the

suggested content for the 2017 OHMVR Commission Program

Report. Katie?

KATIE METRAUX: Good afternoon, Commissioners.

My name is Katie Metraux. I am an Associate Park and

Recreation Specialist for the OHMVR Planning Unit. The

subject of my staff report is to present the suggested

content and outline for the 2017 OHMVR Commission

Program Report. The report can be found behind Tab 10

of your binders and on the back table.

Public Resource Code Section 5090.24(h) requires

the OHMVR Commission to prepare and submit a report for

California's OHMVR program every three years. This

report, known as the OHMVR Commission Report, or, for

short, the 2017 Report, is due on or before January 1,

2017, and is sent to the Governor and Legislature.

The report addresses the status of the OHMVR

program, the OHV recreation, and other required

components including -- I have it -- this is the

schedule, sorry, the Strategic Plan accomplishments,
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condition of natural and cultural resources in areas

and trails funded by the OHV Trust Fund, conflict

resolution relative to areas and trails funded by the

OHV Trust Fund, status of the OHMVR Division Grant

Program for restoration projects, summary of the OHMVR

Division resource monitoring and restoration projects

that's within the SVRAs, and actions taken by the OHMVR

Division to reduce OHV trespass and other

program-related environmental issues.

The OHMVR Commission shall adopt the 2017 Report

after discussing the contents at two or more OHMVR

Commission meetings, so this could be one of the two.

This staff report provides suggested contents

and an outline for the 2017 Report, which is an

attachment to your report -- this report.

The OHMVR Division staff are now seeking

recommendations for content from the Commission. And

so we're really looking for, like, the big themes that

you wanted to have, you know, you want to discuss in

this report, and any, you know, any comments on the

suggested outline because we're going to start to write

this report in the next couple of months for the first

draft. And the first draft is going to be presented at

the September Commission meeting.

So any suggestions would be greatly appreciated.
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So this concludes my report. I'm turning it back to

the Commission for discussion.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay, Commissioners? Anyone have

any comment? Commissioner Lueder.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: I think it would be

extremely valuable to include, under goal 5,

cooperative relationships, the history of the

relationship between the OHMVR program and the Forest

Service and BLM, including the total grant funding that

has been put out to those agencies over the existence

of the program because it's such a huge factor in the

overall recreational opportunities that currently exist

in the state.

Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner Slavik?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Okay. A couple of things

I'm thinking. In this report, are we going to be up to

date on the General Plan process that's going on and

specifically Carnegie? Under the conflict resolution

bullet point here, it seemed to me here that that's

something that we ought to address.

KATIE METRAUX: Dan, do you want to talk about

that?

DAN CANFIELD: Yes. Just yes, the affirmative.

KATIE METRAUX: He says yes.
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COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Okay. So there was

another item I was looking at. It's basically, I

guess, how do we deal with the conflict resolution, and

I know in the past in the reports we've kind of just

did some summary information on it, you know, it was

kind of general information, but it seemed with what

went on with the Carnegie General Plan, the last

meeting we had in Tracy, it really was an 800-pound

gorilla that raised his head there. And I think, you

know, it goes back to these discussions we've had about

how do we -- how do we tell our story to the general

public? Because, obviously, there's people who haven't

gotten the message. So it's a public relations tool

that we need to somehow figure out, and I'm wondering

if this is the mechanism for doing that or if we need

to go to some other, you know, avenue to take care of

that situation. But we've definitely got a public

relations problem. Thank you.

KATIE METRAUX: Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner Lueder?

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Under Report Requirement 6,

it covers program-related environmental issues. I

think it would be helpful to include the collaborative

efforts that have been undertaken to bring in

stakeholders outside OHV user groups, so environmental
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groups, educational, scientific experts, and other

groups that have input to OHV recreation that have

concerns. Law enforcement would be another one to kind

of highlight how collaborative the OHV program really

is because I don't think that the Legislature

necessarily always understands just how collaborative

and how far we try to reach out to get an approach that

is sustainable for the recreation. Thank you.

KATIE METRAUX: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Anyone else?

Okay. I have a couple items also on the Report

Requirement 6. I'd like to see the Berryessa Snow

Mountain National Monument. I'd like to see some

information in there about that because that is a very

unique situation with the OHV opportunity along with

the conservation that goes in hand there. And then

when we get going back to the beginning of the report,

the introduction, I don't know if we have this

information, but it always concerns me when we make a

rather large report that doesn't include economic

impact and also doesn't have the demographics of the

OHV users in California.

Now I know that is a difficult task on the

demographics because there hasn't really been any

quality studies done on that, and I also know that our
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Economic Impact Reports, anything we have are also

somewhat vague, they're educated guesses at best. And,

with that in mind, I'd like to see maybe something

that -- I don't know if the Commission can look at it

separately down the road -- but we need to figure out a

way to be able to have that information available to

you guys for when the next time we have to do a report

so it's not, you know, so much kind of playing darts

blindfolded.

So I don't know what information can be judged

up now, but going ahead I think that that might be

something that we can work on for maybe the September

meeting, we can kind of look at the possibility of

getting a process together to gather that information.

I know that we've talked in the past about doing

something collaborating with -- I think it was either

Sac State or U.C. Davis, one of the two, was interested

in doing some kind of a report, you know, where we can

kind of dive in a little deeper on what is an OHV user

and how much does it affect our economy in California.

And the reason I point that out is because I

think the State -- all of us are making an investment

with this OHV program. I mean, the OHV Trust Fund has

made an investment in Plumas County and the Plumas

National Forest and how does that relate to what do we
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get? What is our return on investment?

And I think that's something that this kind of

report can kind of start pointing us in the direction

of answering those types of questions.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: I think, Mr. Chair, let me

kind of respond twofold.

CHAIR CABRAL: Sure. I'd love it.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: I like the idea of conducting

some sort of study. I'm looking at my folks. My folks

should feel comfortable to tell me that I'm off-base if

I'm saying something that is incorrect, but it would be

very hard for me to believe that we have any sort of

robust economic analysis. I think we have a lot of

anecdotal, like you do, that kind of sums up the

economic analysis, but I'm not aware of a study that's

been conducted that would hold the weight and kind of

have the type of merit -- the type of data that we

would like to put in a report like this.

CHAIR CABRAL: Uh-huh.

MS. MANGAT: But it is certainly something that

I think would be interesting and intriguing to discuss

from a going-forward perspective, so I just want to be

realistic about what our staff would be able to do with

any credibility.

Now, the notion of demographics and who is using
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these OHV parks, I will tell you we are struggling with

that across our 280-park system, and it's very

difficult to gather that. I just had a meeting with

Coastal Commission staff last week, and we talked about

who is it that is using our Sonoma parks.

For us, the who is using our park is so

important because we think about the longevity of

parks. We want youth to come. We want to engage

Californians, and we want to make sure that we're

relevant to the current demographics of the State of

California. So that's actually an issue that goes

beyond OHV, and I know that some of the conversations

we've had has shown that it is really hard to gather

that data.

Now, one thing that we've been -- that's kind of

interesting, and I don't know if it's been really

tracked here is that we are updating our reservation

system -- does that impact the OHV usage?

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: They're one of

the --

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So, currently, we've had an

arrangement for 14 years with Reserve America. They're

one of the largest vendors and concessionaires that

does campground reservations and allows for public

access to these public lands, and we went out for
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competitive bid. And we've awarded the bid to Xerox.

So we actually are going to have a new system that

comes up that will be stood up in the fall of 2017.

What might be interesting is to have Xerox come and do

a demonstration for you so you can see what they do,

but it's going to allow us to interact with our users

in a more modern way, but it's also going to allow us

to gather more data than we do today, which is no data.

So that might be an interesting tool to think about for

the future too.

KATIE METRAUX: We do have some tools in our

pocket too, like the California Outdoor and Recreation

Plan that was put out recently, I think it was a couple

of years ago, so it's a couple of years old. But we

can use some of that data put out by our Department and

things like that, and we have the attendance study that

was published last year.

CHAIR CABRAL: Correct.

KATIE METRAUX: We could use some of that

information, you know, to get some ideas that we could,

you know, start with those.

CHAIR CABRAL: And I know that the industries

that support the off-highway vehicle recreation

certainly has data. So, you know, I don't know that

that's data that we would want to be used, but I think
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that we, maybe going forward, that's stuff that we can

kind of look at and that can be part of a future study.

The reason I'm bringing this up is not saying,

"We've got to have this in this report perfect," but

this is an issue that we kind of talked about the last

time we did this report and we didn't have this stuff.

And looking at the planning that's going on

right now for State Parks, this would be valuable

information to have, and I think that that's something,

with this process, I'd like to jump start being able to

get better information. I think better data is going

to help all of us in the long run to manage any type of

program, especially this program.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: One of the things I think we

were talking about recently is the notion of whether

there's any value in including data relative to

visitation on federal lands also in this report, so I

offer that as something for you to consider also given

that most of the OHV recreation occurs on non-state

property.

CHAIR CABRAL: Good point.

Mr. Slavik?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: I was pretty sure that

there was a national report, and broken down by state,

that we reviewed during one of these Triennial Reports.
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Dan, do you remember anything like that, a

national report coming out of either the Motorcycle

Industry Council or -- what's that --

DAN CANFIELD: Hello, Commissioners. Dan

Canfield, OHMVR Division, Planning Manager. For the

2014 report, there is a two-page article on economic

impact associated with outdoor recreation. The two

main sources for that were the Motorcycle Manufactures

Industry Data and then a report published by the

Outdoor Recreation Industry, which both are circa 2012

reports.

I'm not aware of anything more recent coming

out, so largely we've depended upon private sector

efforts, you know, business-driven efforts to provide

that data. So that's kind of how we've done it in the

past, and so what I'm hearing here is we'd like to take

a look at in the future how we're doing that.

Ted makes a good point with this 2017 report,

you know, Katie will be writing that next week, so

we're getting started on writing it. We have a lot of

data, so we haven't sat around eating bon-bons for the

last two years, we've been in data-gathering mode.

We're fortunate that through the parks transformation

process there's been this great wealth of information

that's being derived by what's going on out in the park
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areas, SVRAs, and other park units. So we've been

capturing that as it's come up.

So now we have this great wealth of information

and data that now Katie will be charged with plugging

into that outline that you see. And then with the

feedback that we've been receiving from this process,

fine-tuning it, and then you'll see a draft.

But, with that said, I understood that there's a

desire to have some better data on who is visiting our

facility, state and federal facilities, how often are

they coming, how much money are they spending, how far

did they come to get there? And that's all good stuff

I think we should work towards capturing.

CHAIR CABRAL: Maria?

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: So data is

always going to be a consideration whenever we do our

reports, and all the commissioners have great ideas,

our staff have a lot of resources, and I think maybe

the option would be to have an ad hoc committee to help

pull this stuff because it is in statute that we're

supposed to collect this information, we just have not

had the bandwidth to complete it, and we need it every

three years for this report. So just a suggestion.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you. I think that's

good input.
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Yes, Commissioner Slavik.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Well, let me just do the

follow-up and I'll turn it over, but I think that data

also ought to be correlated with potential increase of

population in California, and that -- because we're

talking about Onyx -- we're hopefully talking about

Onyx down the road here. California has projected some

astronomical increases in population, and if we pretend

like it's status quo and -- it ain't going to work. Do

you know what I'm saying?

The Onyx Acquisition, I hope that's included in

the Triennial Report as under increase in OHV

opportunity, but we need to really build on that as --

as based on what I'm saying about a population

increase, especially in Southern California. That's a

park that's, you know, basically it's Southern

California accessible.

And if we could do that park right, we'll go a

long way in meeting our Strategic Plan.

DAN CANFIELD: And we should have that data that

you're talking about.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Absolutely. Yeah,

absolutely.

CHAIR CABRAL: The other thing too, what about

the Western Governors' Association? They, I believe,
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have a recent report on the impact on that type of

stuff, so that might be something that would be

accessible and it is recent.

DAN CANFIELD: I'll track that down.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Maybe, Maria, that would

fall under the education and outreach. For me to

understand a target audience that would really help, so

instead of creating a whole other ad hoc committee, we

could just roll it under that?

CHAIR CABRAL: I think that has merit, so --

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: I think it has

merit also, but I think data is so important it might

require -- and there are so many different sources for

this data. But if you want to take it on as a part of

that committee, that's fine, we can just say education

and outreach/data. I don't know.

KATIE METRAUX: I believe the target audience is

going to be the Legislature and the Governor, so that's

kind of where -- that's how the report will be written

too, I believe.

CHAIR CABRAL: We're not going to be in a rush

to grab, you know, just for us to be able to gather

data now for this report, so what I'm thinking is I

like where he's going with this, but let's just discuss
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this and have this be an issue in our September meeting

and make them possibly an addition to the ad hoc

committees or be absorbed into one current one.

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: That sounds

good.

CHAIR CABRAL: All right. Anything else? Okay.

We're done.

KATIE METRAUX: Thank you very much.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEM VI(D-E)

CHAIR CABRAL: We're running slightly ahead of

schedule. So what I'd like to do, I think, is why

don't we go ahead and have public comment on those two

items that were just presented, and then we'll go into

the Deputy Director's Report.

So why don't we start with Don Amador. Don is

out of here. Kyle Felker.

KYLE FELKER: Pass.

CHAIR CABRAL: Pass. Okay.

John Stewart followed by Dave Pickett.

JOHN STEWART: Good afternoon, Commissioners.

John Stewart, California Four-Wheel Drive Association.

I like the concept of moving to get some demographics

and some economic data. It's always best to make

decisions that are backed up by data and knowing that

you're making wise decisions.
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As far as source, let me offer you some sources

of national big Forest Service data that is -- and it's

an item called the National Visitors Use Monitoring.

That is a report that the Forest Service generates

every four years as required by Act of Congress. I'm

not sure when the next one is due, but this is a

National Visitors Use Monitoring.

Pacific Southwest Research Station, again, I'm

from the Forest Service, has a sociology branch that

has done quite a bit of demographics use and research

within the visitor's capacity and some caring capacity

of some of the forests in the state in Region 5. That

would be another source.

Deb Whitehall is a sociologist that is on staff

at Region 5 headquarters with the Forest Service. She

is the wealth of knowledge about demographics and of

available economics.

The Colorado -- the State of Colorado and the

Forest Service in Colorado have recently completed --

about six months to nine months ago -- recently

completed a major economic impact survey of recreation

in the State of Colorado.

There are a lot more of these, and the Forest

Service seems to be the biggest one that has been

pursuing avenues along this way. And, as a source,
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we're looking at recreation trends. A gentleman by the

name of Ken Cordell who works out of the Forest Service

Southwest -- yes -- Southern Research Station down in

the southeastern area of the nation has done some of

the best research into demographics of the recreation

types and usages that is available to date.

So, yeah, I'd encourage you to look at that, and

if there's any other questions I can provide some other

links and perhaps even documents to you offline. Thank

you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

Dave Pickett followed by Nick Haris.

DAVE PICKETT: Dave Pickett, District 36.

Triennial Report, one of my favorites.

Goal 1, sustaining opportunity -- existing

opportunity. If you look at the words underneath that

bullet point, this sends a big huge arrow to Oceano

Dunes and the problems that we're having down there

with the Air Resources Board in the San Luis Obispo

County, situations like that to keep OHV recreation

viable. We've been fooling around with particulate

matter down there for years. We've invested probably

millions of dollars. This needs to be a highlighted

thing inside of the Triennial Report to let the

Legislature know that we're having environmental
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battles with counties where recreation is in jeopardy.

That's a big one.

I can add Carnegie to that. We're in the same

type of situation to sustain existing opportunity

that's been in process for 20 years, and now we're up

against the wall. We have Alameda County that says we

don't support State Parks, we've got the City of

Livermore that says we don't support State Parks, and

we've got lies that are going in the newspaper saying

that the elected officials are supporting legislation,

which is not true.

We need to have a mechanism in this report so we

can take faster action to react to these types of

things. These are two major recreation areas, not to

mention the socioeconomic impact of the surrounding

communities that do support OHV recreation.

We need to talk in this next issue of the

Triennial Report of a new review of in lieu funds that

are going to counties that no longer offer OHV

recreation. I could reference Alameda County as one,

okay?

Why are we giving them money when they're

telling us to basically to go fly a kite and State

Parks doesn't mean anything to the people of Alameda

County, which we know is not true. That needs to be
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addressed there.

Other counties that are getting funds, we're

going to end up having to do someday the same thing we

did to San Mateo, San Francisco, and Marin County that

offers no legal OHV recreation. Find out where those

residents go to recreate and redirect those funds. I'd

like to see that in the Triennial Report.

Cooperative relationships. The goal that we had

in this new process as you move forward is bringing in

organization and government agencies. I would like to

see more involvement from DPR Director level and well

as Secretary of Resources to come to some of these open

house meetings where we've got massive conflict such as

Carnegie, such as Oceano Dunes.

These county government folks only hear from the

OHV folks. They need to hear that DPR, the OHV

Division is part of DPR which is a part of Natural

Resources. We need somebody like Secretary of

Resources John Laird and Director Lisa Mangat there

that shows them that we're supported totally on these

types of programs. And what can I do in eleven seconds

or am I over?

CHAIR CABRAL: Yeah.

DAVE PICKETT: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.
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Nick Haris followed by Amy Granat.

Nick Haris passes. Amy Granat?

AMY GRANAT: Pass.

CHAIR CABRAL: Dean Stanford.

DEAN STANFORD: Pass.

CHAIR CABRAL: Sylvia Milligan. She's gone?

She left? That's a pass. Okay.

AGENDA ITEMS VI(F) 1-7 - DEPUTY DIRECTOR REPORTS

CHAIR CABRAL: How about we, in that case, we

dive into the Deputy Director Reports.

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: Good afternoon,

Commissioners. Maria Mowrey, Acting Deputy Director

for the OHMVR program. Thank you everyone for

attending the meeting today. We had a great tour of

the Plumas National Forest and county roads yesterday,

and I really want to compliment the National Forest of

Plumas and the County of Plumas for all of their work,

cooperating together, and providing great recreation

that's sustainable out there.

I also wanted to thank the public for attending

the tour and coming to today's meeting. Your

comments/questions only serve to make this program

better, so thank you.

I also want to thank Lisa for being here today

supporting the program. Her update on transformation
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is very helpful to us. I want to explain that I am

part of the Transformation Team. I am a member of the

re-org subcommittee. We also have other staff here who

are on committees, such as Susan Brock, she's on the

Human Resources Committee, so she's helping with

seasonal pay issues, consolidation of the seasonal

classifications.

We have another manager down in Ocotillo Wells,

Steve Quartieri, who is on the Interpretive Education

and Outreach subcommittee. So his program down in

Ocotillo Wells, and the program that we have at the

Division that Donna McGuire manages are being used as

examples for what parks can do for their education and

outreach. So I just wanted to let you guys know that

that is happening.

I do want to thank the staff. Without them I

wouldn't be able to do what I'm doing now. As you can

imagine, this job has been difficult, it's been a huge

learning curve for me as we're in between deputy

directors. The tour yesterday was the shining example

of hard work and organization skills that my staff

have. And, without them, we wouldn't look this good,

so thank you guys.

Lisa, I want to tell you that we look forward to

the engagement meetings; hopefully, I can be at each
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one of those with you so I can help the staff

understand what we're trying to do with this

transformation.

Just a few updates from me as Deputy Director.

I did attend the Hangtown National Motocross event.

Weather was a consideration for the attendance there.

Staff provided me an update that the attendance was

10,000 strong. It was a bit lower just because of

inclement weather. I also attended that photo

opportunity with Lisa at the Honda donation that same

weekend.

In April, I toured Oceano Dunes regarding air

quality issues of PM10 with Richard Corey, the

Executive Director of the Air Resources Board.

So that meeting with Richard Corey and Kurt

Karperos was a very successful meeting. We looked at

the air quality monitors down at San Luis Obispo

County. We got the ruling from the county courts down

there regarding whether or not the park is needing Tab

A permit to operate. Instead, he ruled against that

and said that we are to continue mitigating for air

quality issues down there. So continuing to do that

work, we meet every month with ARB. They've been a

good partner with us in our work with the County Air

Pollution Control District.
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I'm going to allow my staff to continue with

reports. You'll hear stuff on the OSV program here in

the National Forest, and we'll have a budget report

from myself and some legislation from Tina, so I will

go ahead and let them come up.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. First, quickly, I'd like

to see if any commissioners have a report for their

Deputy Director?

Commissioner Lueder?

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Yes. Deputy Director

Mowrey, I noted today that there's some really

significant information that was reported from the

Commission, the Director, and staff. And, in the past,

we had used our court reporter's minutes, a transcript

to generate our minutes in a much more robust style,

and I'd like to request that, in this instance, that we

revert to that type of minutes versus the summary

minutes that we've adopted recently. So I was

wondering if we could entertain that idea for this

meeting.

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECT MOWREY: We could consider

it, yes.

CHAIR CABRAL: Any other commissioners? Nope?

Okay. Why don't we move ahead.

AGENDA ITEM VI(F)(1) - OVER-SNOW VEHICLE PROGRAM
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KELLY LONG: Great. Good afternoon,

Commissioners. My name is Kelly Long. I'm the manager

of the Winter Recreation Program, administered by the

OHMVR Division.

Behind Tab 11, and also on the back table here,

you will find a report about a small but important

program administered by the OHMVR Division. This

program is called the Over-Snow Vehicle Program, or the

OSV Program, and I'm actually pretty excited to make

this presentation to you today, just the conversations

that I think we've all had yesterday and a lot of the

comments today, I think in some ways we can see the OSV

program as kind of microcosm of a lot of the things

that happen at the Division that really depend on

partnerships and collaboration, so I hope I do this

justice in this presentation today.

So a little bit of background. The OSV program

has been in existence since the 1980s, and it

essentially provides groomed snowmobile trails and

access to winter trailheads.

Today -- we can go to that first slide -- today

the program encompasses 26 groomed trail systems

located on 11 national forests. Those are the colored

items here on the map here, obviously running all the

way from the Modoc on the Oregon border down to the
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Sequoia National Forest down near Bakersfield. These

trail systems account for over 1,700 miles of

snowmobile trails.

We also include as part of this program plowed

parking areas in the winter, restroom facilities at 34

trailheads, and plowed access of approximately 97 miles

of road to get, again, to these locations in the

winter.

These trails are maintained primarily with

snowmobile use in mind, although that's definitely

evolving. As the technology changes, we're seeing a

number of different tracked motorized vehicles that are

also appearing on the trails that we provide. And

these trails are also -- the trails and the trailheads

are also used by a number of other user groups via

cross-country skiers, snowshoers, dog sledders actually

enjoy getting out on our trails as well.

In the past this program has been supported by

annual competitive grant funding. You might imagine

how precarious that would be if perhaps the ElDorado

National Forest or the Lassen didn't get funded on any

given year, that system of 1,700 miles of trail gets

fractured if one of these forests is not successful.

So in the past the decision was made to treat

this as a statewide program, and since 2005 funding for
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the OSV program has been included as part of the

operational budget for the OHMVR Division.

The Division has taken on and completed a number

of important administrative actions in the last few

years, and certainly in the time since we've had any

updates, I think, on the OSV program, so I'll just

recap a couple of these. The biggest being in the

2010, an Environmental Impact Report was prepared.

This impact report, this EIR, considered the effects of

continuing the OSV program at its existing program

levels and also looking into potential growth

opportunities for this program.

This EIR was adopted by the Division and

assessed the operational period of essentially from

2010 to 2020. On a very related note, last year the

Division and the Pacific Southwest Region of the United

States Forest Service renewed our Master Challenge Cost

Share Agreement. We did that in 2015. This Cost Share

Agreement is a very important tool. It's what allows

the State to enter into contracts, essentially, with

these 11 national forests in order to maintain --

continue this program.

This Cost Share Agreement, the Master Agreement

also will continue to the end of 2020.

Now, let's get on to some of the fun stuff,
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stuff on the ground. This might be kind of -- this

will be a little different. I know a lot of our

commissioners are from Southern California. We might

not see this stuff all the time because it's kind of

fun and it's good opportunity. We're going to have

some interesting local things here.

Let me go to the first slide. Most of the

grooming for this program, that 1,700-mile system that

we have, most of the grooming is accomplished by a

fleet of 15 State-owned grooming tractors stationed

throughout the state. This is a grooming tractor

actually located up at Bucks Lake here on the Plumas

National Forest. If we continued up the paved road, at

the beginning of our tour yesterday, we would have

potentially been able to get up, take a look at this

tractor.

This tractor is identical. You'll see the same

sort of thing on ski slopes, you know, if you go to

Squaw Valley or Mammoth, this is what they use there,

this is what we use here. Interestingly enough, this

tractor is what we call a tier 4 tractor. Tier 4 being

the highest level available for clean-burning,

low-emission diesel engines. This tractor was the

first one deployed in the State of California period.

Not just with the Division, that includes all of the
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ski areas. This is the first one; pretty happy to have

it. It got delivered, set up, and put into action this

past December.

As you might imagine, it's kind of important, we

do a continual upgrade of our fleet. This tractor here

replaced one that was, I think, a 1992 model year, so

it's seen some serious miles. The emissions

requirements at that time were considerably different.

This, I think, is just a fantastic upgrade.

Let's go to another. Here you'll see this is

another one of our tractors in action. I'll just give

you a little explanation of what I'm talking about when

I'm talking about a groomed trail system. If we go to

this next slide, on the left you'll see that is a

tractor is what we call a blue bird day. The night

before it snowed, it is a beautiful, clear day out, and

we're getting in first tracks right here. It's using

the plow on the front of this tractor, pushing the snow

out of the trail. And I should back up a little bit.

All of our trails, the 1,700 miles, they're

co-located over existing roads, and Forest Service

roads, county roads, in some instances, so that's where

our system of 1,700 miles comes from.

So you can see on the upper left, making the

first pass, pushing the snow out of the way. On the
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back of the tractor there's what we call a tiller which

is essentially just spinning blades, it breaks up any

ice, it melts the snow, it packs it down, and you get

the groomed trail down on the lower right hand there.

That trail is anywhere from 10 to, in some

cases, 30-feet wide depending on where we are. It's a

very smooth, safe surface, very even, accessible to

your beginner/intermediate riders. I know a lot of the

folks, and I don't know how many we have in the

audience, a lot of the folks that are more experienced,

they don't want to spend their day -- don't want to

spend their day riding on these trails, but they're

going to take these and access them on the backcountry

areas, but it's a very important part for them. We

have the trailheads, they can use this and get 10, 20,

50 miles into the backcountry that they want to go play

in.

So just to give you an idea of the scope of the

amount of work that this program is doing, this past

year, the 2015 winter -- '15/'16 winter, right, the

State-owned tractors tallied over 1,500 hours of

grooming. There were additional hours in some

instances, some of the forests actually contract out

with the private groomers. There's a volunteer club

that has their own tractor that does some of the
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trails, so -- but the State accounted for over

1,500 hours of grooming.

This is a pretty dramatic change over the last

couple of years. Last year, 300 hours of grooming.

The year before, the statewide fleet, 100 hours. So it

kind of speaks to the scope of what we've seen over the

last few years in the winters -- or nonexistent

winters.

Also, you might imagine the impact that these

programs and the availability of grooming, availability

of recreation or not availability of recreation might

have on a lot of the local -- local communities that

depend on it, you know. Here in Graeagle, some of our

other locations on the forest, a lot of the small rural

communities really, really need something to get them

through these winter months when we're in the snowy

areas. This program is an important economic catalyst

for it.

So, in closing, I would just highlight that the

program really is a very strong collaborative effort

between the State Parks, the National Forest Partners

that we work with, the counties that we work with in a

number of situations, and the volunteers. And since

I'm here, I'm just going to take the opportunity, here

on the Plumas National Forest we have about 180 miles
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of groomed trails, and most of that is groomed through

the efforts of volunteer groups. Up at Bucks Lake we

have the Bucks Lake Snow Drifters. A little further

away on the other side of the forest south of here, we

have the La Porte Snowmobile Club, and we also have the

Sierra Buttes Snowbusters located out of Bassetts,

which is actually on Highway 49 on the Tahoe National

Forest, but they do get a portion of the trails here on

the forest.

So that concludes my report. If I can offer

any -- or answer any questions, I'm here to help.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioners? Commissioner

Lemmon?

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: Just a simple one on

dollars and cents. What does a rig like that cost?

KELLY LONG: The latest one we bought was about

$280,000.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: What is a typical season,

November to March?

Typically, actually, December into March/April.

This year we got into -- we got into March, had a

little bit of late snow in April, some of the tractors

were able to get out, but ideally April.

In the past, there have been times when the

tractors have been grooming into June. We may run out
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of money before we get there, so it's always a

balancing act between the funds available, the snow

available.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you very much.

AGENDA ITEM VI(F)(2) - BUDGET REPORT (Fiscal Year

2016/2017)

CHAIR CABRAL: The next item we have up will be

Jennifer Davis on the budget, '16/'17.

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: I'll be

providing that report, Commissioner.

CHAIR CABRAL: That's right.

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: Yeah. Jennifer

didn't make it.

CHAIR CABRAL: That's okay.

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: Maria Mowrey,

Deputy Director for the OHV program providing the

fiscal year '16/'17 Budget Report which you will find

behind Tab 12.

Let's see here. So not much has changed since

the January Governor's Budget and the May revise. Just

to remind you that all of the outstanding OHV loans are

being repaid, so the remaining 112 million are being

repaid in this proposed budget.

There's also the redirect of $31 million of fuel

tax revenue going into SPRF instead of the OHV Trust
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Fund, but, as Lisa has mentioned before, this has been

a one-time action. And with the repayment of the loan

and the action of this budget, the fund reserve would

be $149 million.

We've been attending budget hearings, and the

base budget for the Department has passed out of both

Houses, so the status as of right now is we're waiting

for it to come out of the floor and the Governor to

sign the budget.

On the screen you'll see -- if you go back one

slide -- you'll see our beginning balance of $63

million, the revenues that go in, the repayment of the

loans, so the total availability into the Trust Fund is

about 223. Once the budget is enacted, we have

expenditures totaling about $91 million.

If you go to the next slide, you can see where

those $91 million are going. $26 million to local

assistance programs, $3 million into capital outlay,

and $62 million into support operations. $32 million

of that $62 million is going directly to the field, and

the remaining money is for supporting the entire

program, including the field and the grants program.

So that concludes my report. I am here to

answer any questions.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioners?
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Commissioner Slavik.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Has there been any change

in the budget for the General Plan for Onyx or that's

still not a --

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: There is no

available funding for that project.

CHAIR CABRAL: Did you have something? Yeah.

Go ahead, Eric.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: A couple things. So has

there been any change in the moratorium on budget

change proposals other than for health and safety

projects?

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: There has been

no change to that budget letter, no.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Okay. So we have a fund

reserve at the end of the day of $149 million; however,

we can only spend funds if the Legislature approves

budget change proposals, and those budget change

proposals will only allow health and safety projects;

is that correct?

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So I'm going to be looking

over my shoulder at staff to make sure that I'm not

saying anything incorrectly.

So before it even gets to the Legislature, so

within the administration there's a whole review
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process that goes from the Department to the National

Resources Agency and also to the Department of Finance

before it is then packaged and gone off to the

Legislature. So as I'm sitting here, I must confess

that I'm not particularly certain about the moratorium

that you're discussing, so I'm kind of looking at folks

to help me out. This is the staff work on the fly.

DAN CANFIELD: Hello, Commissioners. Dan

Canfield, OHMVR Division. I believe Eric is referring

to what was originally a budget letter in the year

2014-'15, I believe. It was a budget letter that

directed all Departments of AG that are underneath the

Governor to restrict their requests for capital outlay

funding except for certain important things.

That policy was renewed in budget letter year

2015 and hyphen I don't remember. It continues as is.

And again, it's directing all agencies that are

underneath the Governor's umbrella to restrict these

cap outlay requests except for those real important

issues.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So, yes. So now that's

ringing a bell. So that is a budget letter, it is by

the Governor's fiscal advisors, the Department of

Finance, so that's not just a departmental policy.

But, having said that, if there are certain things that
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you think are absolutely critical and absolutely

important, it's worth having a conversation, I'm open

to having that discussion -- not necessarily here on

this, but it would be interesting to have that

conversation.

And I know Onyx Ranch was a little interesting,

because Onyx was actually established through statute.

Whether you realize it or not, you're actually the envy

of a lot of the non-OHV parks. One of the most

difficult conversations I have with individuals who

have in-holdings, have properties that they've been

holding on for, say, five years and they want to give

it to us for free, and I'm in this terrible position

where I can't acquire it because we don't have the

resources under which to operate these properties.

Now, I do recognize on the OHV side there is a

different situation, so I think it's worthy of a

conversation, and I just need to get a little smarter

on the Onyx Ranch. My engagement was kind of, in terms

of air support, when there is a hiccup in terms of an

acquisition, particularly with regard to the -- the

Onyx Ranch with the -- the appraisal. There was some

hiccup with the appraisal. I got very involved with

that and started working very closely with the

Department of Finance and DGS to kind of establish a
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blind task for that, but I can go back and we can talk

amongst ourselves on that. And we are right now in the

process of thinking about developing the June 10

proposals, so now is kind of a good time to talk about

those things.

CHAIR CABRAL: That would be great if we could

do something to jump start the planning process and the

things we need to do for Onyx. I think that's a very

important new facility down in Southern California.

Yes, Commissioner?

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: So we've got -- am I up?

So there was a comment earlier about an underperforming

loan of -- I think it was $20 million to Riverside or

San Bernardino, I don't remember exactly which. Is

there a situation where we can get that money back or,

you know, it was interesting to hear that we made a

grant and then -- that's a lot of money, obviously,

so --

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: So that

acquisition project back in the '90s, we weren't able

to complete that acquisition due to -- was that the

valley fever or is that a different project? Anyway,

there was some grant moneys there. The staff person

who was working on that is actually not here, but I can

go back and work that out and we can get you more
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information about that.

Our grants team does work very hard on getting

reimbursements made back to the program. So now that

it's brought up and brought to light, we'll definitely

look into that for you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner?

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Do we make public actuals

and budget variances and quarterly reports? I'm a

business guy so I monitor that stuff daily and monthly.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Sorry. So help me understand

kind of what your question is? I will say in terms of

the nerdy budget documents, right, is that kind of what

you're asking?

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Sure.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So, annually, there's budget

documents. The Governor's Budget is proposed on

January 10th. It is proposed for consideration by the

Legislature. Right now we're kind of undergoing those

discussions with the Legislature, and then you have

both Houses take action on any particular item and then

they get together. On any particular budget request if

there's a difference between the two Houses, they work

that out before a budget is put to the floor and voted

on and the Governor signs. So that's kind of really

the information on that.
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Now, in terms of once the budget takes effect,

my sense is that we always provide a budget and update

at each of these Commission meetings.

Does that answer your question?

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Almost. So my company, I

set a budget, I have a fiscal year, and then this month

here in June, at the end of June/July, mid-July, I'm

going to sit there. I'm actually going to look at my

actuals, what my expenses were and compare to my budget

to see if I'm on target or not, and then I come back

and I review that. And so I was wondering more about

the actuals, but budgets are benchmarks. Are we

misthinking it or not?

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Actually, you're hitting on

something that's really interesting. So when I spoke

earlier about some of the things that the auditor had

highlighted for us, that was one of the things that

they requested that we do, that we weren't tracking

that funding at that degree. So now we put some new

fiscal systems in place where we're getting better at

that.

So I think today we have -- and I'm looking -- I

don't know, Dan, you're the person, but we have more

information -- we don't necessarily report that at each

of these meetings, but we do track that kind of
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information.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: It's not made public

anywhere?

DIRECTOR MANGAT: No. Departments don't --

typically, in state government, departments are not

reporting their monthly expenditures and actuals

through their accounting systems, but we constantly

respond to their particular questions.

What else was I going to say? Oh, and then

also -- so service-based budgeting, what I spoke about

previously is going to allow us to provide that type of

information and on an annual basis in far greater

detail. So it's not just going to be -- what you don't

see there is you see a number, but you don't know what

does that mean, right? So what kinds of services are

being provided? How much of that money, so Oceano

Dunes District, how much of that money went to these

restoration projects, how much of that money goes

towards law enforcement? How much of that money goes

towards grooming trails?

So service-based budgeting is going to allow us

to engage with you and have that type of information.

That's something that has been specifically asked by

the Parks and Rec Commission.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: I guess I'm wondering,
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too, is how do you do your budgets? How would you

notice then $5.2 million on law enforcement and, you

know, we increase the attendance at the parks and the

police officers need more. But you don't know that,

it's just, "Well, it's 5.2. Did we make it or not?" I

don't know.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So in terms of our budget,

what's interesting about California, our Department of

Parks and Rec budget is that we have very large

appropriations. We're not appropriated down to the

program. So, for instance, in some State departments

there's a specific appropriation for perhaps AIDS/HIV

treatment, and a pot of money is put before the public,

the Legislature approves that, the Governor signs the

budget, and there's a fence line. That's the money

that goes toward that particular program. Or it can

even be scheduled at even a lower level of detail.

The way we operate, we get one OHV appropriation

and one SPR for appropriation, one harbors and

watercraft appropriation, and then we're provided

tremendous latitude to allow for some flexibility in

both contracting and partnerships.

And so what we do is we then take that amount of

money and then we allocate it throughout the various

districts. So you see four districts there, we push
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money out to those districts, and it's really left to

the discretion of that individual district

superintendent to make decisions about how to allocate

their resources, and that's the current practice. But

that is exactly the kind of thing that we're talking

about through service-based budgeting.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: And where does the grant

moneys come out of this?

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So then there's also the

grants money that's actually -- that's a program that's

operated out of headquarters, so that's not a program

that's operated out in the field. So we're a

decentralized organization. So you have programs that

are administered through headquarters and then programs

that are administered through the field.

So the grants program is definitely a program

that's administered through the OHV Division at

headquarters.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner Lueder?

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Yes, I had one more

question. So the Governor's Budget redirects/takes, is

the term in your report, $31 million from fuel tax

revenue from OHV Trust Fund and deposits it one time in

the State Parks and Recreations Fund, SPRF. What is
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that money going to on the ground in SPR?

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So right now the total

appropriation in the State Parks and Recreation fund to

support the 271 parks that are not OHV were running

about a $30 million/$31 million operating deficit. So

because of how our appropriation is arranged, as I just

kind of described, that's funding that will be going

out to the field, and it would be going to a variety of

services, similar to how the OHV fund goes out, and

it's at the discretion of whether it's law enforcement,

environmental restoration project, et cetera, et

cetera, that's the same approach that's being taken on

the State Parks and Recreations Fund.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Okay. And does that require

a budget change proposal to authorize that?

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Yes. So the mechanism to put

that before the Legislature was a budget change

proposal, so that was provided to the Legislature for

their consideration as part of June 10th budget, and

that was the mechanism and that was the basis of the

analyses that the legislative analysts produced and

responded too. And then also the budget analysis that

you saw in the agenda items for both the Senate and the

Assembly as they were considering the item.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Thank you.
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CHAIR CABRAL: Any other comments/questions?

Okay. I think we're finished. Okay. Thank you.

Let's take a ten-minute-or-so break here. It is now

2:49, so let's go for 3:00 o'clock to come back and

re-adjourn.

(Returned at 3:03 from a break starting at 2:49 p.m.)

AGENDA ITEM VI(F)(2) - GRANTS PROGRAM

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Let's reconvene the

meeting. We're in the homestretch. The homestretch is

here. It's exciting. We have a commissioner that is

still working his way back, one, uno, dos -- see,

Spanish. That's some public record, isn't it? All

that Spanish I took in school really went to good use.

I should have paid attention a little more.

Okay. So the next report we have here is the

staff report on the Grants and Cooperative Agreements

Program.

George.

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: Thank you, Chair --

Mr. Chairman. Good afternoon, Commissioners. I'm

George MacDougall, Northern California Grant

Administrator for all the OHV grants.

First, like to say that I'm proud to be a part

of the process that resulted in some of the excellent

work we saw yesterday and also some of the
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presentations today. It makes me feel good that I was

a part of that program and helped it come to fruition.

I spent a lot of time coming up here to

Susanville -- to Plumas, Quincy, and Susanville working

with local governments to get that going and making

sure that it's sound on the ground-wise and

administratively.

I'm here to give you an update on the

Departments and the Division's main OHV grants program.

The Grants Program Update sheet is located in Tab 13 in

your binders and on the back table for the public.

Since the last Commission meeting, there were

194 preliminary grant applications submitted by

prospective grantees by the deadline of March 7th.

During the ensuing month the Division was analyzing

those applications and formulating Division comments.

There was also a public comment period that ended on

April 4th.

Grantees aren't allowed to make any changes

between their preliminary and final unless it is based

on a Division or public comment. At final, there were

185 final grant applications submitted on May 2nd,

totalling a requested $31.3 million. There is a

projected $26 million in funding available, and that

funding, of course, is dependent upon the annual
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legislative action of adopting the Governor's budget.

The grant staff has been working diligently in

the past weeks in teams reviewing those final

applications and determining the final awards. The

intent to award notification will be posted this coming

Monday, June 6th, on the Division's website. After

that there will be a 30-day appeal period which the

applicants have the right to appeal.

If there are no appeals, the final awards will

be posted on Wednesday, July 7th, and those awards will

be discussed at our September Commission meeting. And,

of course, the staff is always available for questions.

This concludes my report. Please let me know if

you have any questions. My counterpart, Matt Whammond,

is also here available to answer any questions on the

RTP program, which is the second attachment to your

handout.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Commissioners? We

have a few of them here, so let's start with

Commissioner Lemmon.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: So mine is kind of simple,

I guess, just trying to get the interaction between

your report and the report previously. You're saying

we're $5 million short here, but, just previously -- am

I right?
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GEORGE MacDOUGALL: Well, the previous handout

looked very similar to this at the last Commission

meeting but --

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: No, no, no. I'm sorry.

I'll be more specific. When we're looking at the

budget.

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: Okay.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: So there I thought we had

extra money; here we don't have enough money. I'm

trying to figure out the balance between the two.

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: Are you talking about the

previous slide where it had the budget tab?

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: Yeah.

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: Right. Maybe you could back

up a slide. That left slide is your annual grant's 26

million appropriation, and under that column you have

50 percent, which is your operations and maintenance,

$13 million is available, and as reflected in the

blue-shaded tabs there on your handout. If you go down

the "Restoration" column, you'll see there are

$6.5 million, just as reflected up there, law

enforcement, and so on. And on the other columns it

says what's the total of the requested amount?

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: I'm looking at, I guess,

the ending balance. Now I see where the difference is.
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GEORGE MacDOUGALL: Okay.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: That's where we're

settling, but we're leaving a bunch on the table.

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: Right. Maybe that's a

little confusing because the grants appropriation

hasn't changed much in the last few years. There's

always a 26 million, as I mentioned, subject to

approval by the Governor. And the split is codified in

the Public Resources Code and was set during the last

revise, so that's where we get the 50 percent and the

25 percent and the 20 and so on.

The grants are then funded in descending order

because it is a competitive program. So they're funded

until the money runs out, and then there are some

projects that aren't funded.

Does that answer your question?

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: It answers the question,

but it doesn't explain the big pot of money at the

bottom of the rainbow.

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: Right.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Maybe I can take a crack at

this. I think the distinction that you're seeing there

is that that's a fund balance. So that means that

that's the amount available in the fund, but we're

limited in our expenditures by our appropriation
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authority.

So the amount that the 20 -- I'm looking at you

to keep me honest here. So that $26 million, I assume,

is established in the budget as that's the fence line.

So in order for us to increase the $26 million in the

next fiscal year, so beginning -- so we would put

forward a proposal on January 10, we would need to

request that that amount be increased for the following

year.

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: That's correct.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: And that ending fund balance,

that's a significant jump recently just because of the

outstanding -- the loan repayments.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner, go ahead.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: I might have been late to

the party. The total project is 185? Is that --

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: There are 184 -- 185

projects that were submitted for final, and there were

like 194 submitted for preliminaries. So that means

that preliminary -- between preliminary and final, nine

projects dropped off that grantees decided not to

submit.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: And where can we view this

as a Commission? What was submitted, the projects?

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: We're very transparent and
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it's all on our website through our online grant

application system. I'd be glad to sit down with you

and show you how to use that and access that

information.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: That would be great. And

I'd like to understand better the guidelines on what it

would take to get a grant.

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: Okay.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner Slavik.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: So, George, in the budget

presentation, I noticed on the bottom of the page there

it said that there was the Governor's grant -- the

Governor's budget included $7 million from RTP funds.

When I was looking at RTP fund information and

your -- well, I don't know if this is that --

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: I was looking for my

counterpart.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: I don't see that number

showing up anywhere here. And it seemed to me that

$7 plus million that's in the Governor's budget is a

pretty good increase over what we've been getting for

RTP funds in the past. I don't know if you can explain

that or not.

MATT WHAMMOND: Yeah.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: And how does that
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reconcile with your, you know, the stuff on your page?

MATT WHAMMOND: My name is Matt Whammond with

the OHMVR Division Grant Administration Team. The RTP

is a separate. It comes from the Federal Highway, so

we don't include that with our OHV Division, $26

million.

Now those programs can be a match considerate

for it, so let's say we have a certain county or a

certain project that wants to use an RTP, they can use

those funds to one of our OHV programs if they wanted

to match something coming from the federal side.

The reason for the increase -- typically, we get

about 1.5 million from Federal Highway every year. We

had about a two- to three-year gap where we didn't have

any funding come in -- or they were kind of on hold on

the federal side -- but we still had spending authority

given to us. And then, finally, they opened it up so

that we could actually use the money.

So that's the reason why the increase was such a

dramatic -- and that's why we had to actually use those

funds quite quickly just because we were losing the

federal spending authority. So even though they were

kind of on hold, they kind of held anything, and then

they gave us green light to use it.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: So now it says in yellow
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here you have $5.7 million requested.

MATT WHAMMOND: Yeah. This past -- for the

'15/'16, we had 5.6.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Okay. So you had a

surplus?

MATT WHAMMOND: So we had a little bit of a

surplus because we have the next year coming in. So

what we ended up doing was we ended up taking that

extra that we did have and funding more projects in

this past fiscal cycle, and then we're just going to

set up the PCA codes to drop them in when it goes

through, so --

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Okay. Very good.

MATT WHAMMOND: The remaining will be used

towards the next fiscal cycle, so we're just going to

roll it over to the next one.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: It sounds like things are

getting better instead of worse.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Yeah, we're trying.

MATT WHAMMOND: Any other questions on the RTP

program?

CHAIR CABRAL: So I have a question on the fund

itself, the grant itself fund, the amount. It's been

the same for how long?

MATT WHAMMOND: Well, a couple of years back, if
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you recall, it was dropped to $10 million because of

the budget problems that the State was having, and then

I guess the feeling at the time was even though the

money was out of the Trust Fund, it didn't seem

appropriate to continue to fund it at the same level

when the rest of the state was broke. However, we've

been able to increase it back to $26 million, and it

stayed there, I want to say, probably five, six cycles

now.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay.

MATT WHAMMOND: Probably since the '08. I think

it was the -- the Geo -- we're in G-15 cycle now, and

around G-09 is when it went up to 26, my best

recollection.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. These are construction

projects, and my concern is that construction costs

have gone up in that period of time. And I'm thinking

that it might be a decent component to have in our

program, as it gets renewed and goes forward, that

there's some kind of a costs adjustment on the

appropriations when appropriate, especially when we

have a fund balance, to be able to increase or --

because a lot of the costs that are increased in

construction are obviously labor costs, but the other

things are for environmental processes that you have to
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follow while you're doing that construction work.

So whether it's simply putting waddles, silt

defense, those type of things up. Those are distinct

costs that have come aboard during these last 10,

15 years. So that's one thing.

And the other thing that we talked about with --

I had a lot of conversation with Chris Conlin regarding

having -- as the program moves forward, having an

emergency fund a part -- a component in the grants

program similar to what he was witness to in the

Boating and Waterways Department. And just because we

have our Director here, I wanted to kind of lay that --

go back over that idea again. Is that this would be a

classic example, yesterday's tour, some of the

infrastructure and stuff that we've seen if there was a

catastrophic wildfire that comes through. We're going

to have the crews for the fire are going to come in and

they're going to use a lot of the OHV they can and do

often use the OHV trails or road network for fire

breaks.

And one of the things they'll do for that is

they'll drive an extremely-large bulldozer down that

trail and they'll wipe out all water controls. And if

the fire does burn through the area, it will take out

any of the -- like, if the delineators, you know, if

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

242

you have a trail that's been dropped down to a 50-inch

size, so there will be a wooden structure going in,

fencing, all that kind of stuff to keep people out of

sensitive areas.

So what happens is, is to reopen the OHV area,

it becomes very expensive and it takes longer, because

when they go out and do the restoration work right

after the fire, if we had an emergency fund that could

be -- so they can apply for an emergency grant that can

be fast tracked. What that will allow them to do is to

just get that infrastructure while the bulldozer is out

there doing the regular work, they can put the water

controls into the trails that would be up to OHV

standards, not up to the regular standards for like a

typical forest road that's not for OHV use.

So it would be a great benefit and it would

stretch out our funds a little longer because what's

happening now is they have to wait, they come in and

then there will be another season or two into it, and

then they reapply for a grant, then they'll go and do

the work then.

So the recreationalists lose time, the people

doing the recreation work have to do it more or less

twice, and it's just a way we can possibly be much more

efficient and stretch our dollars a little further on
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that.

So I just wanted to throw that concept out, you

know, how it would all work, how it could happen,

that's above my pay grade, and I'm cool with that, but

I just think it is something that should be a component

going forward.

Anyone else? No? We're good. Thank you,

George.

GEORGE MacDOUGALL: Thank you.

AGENDA ITEM VI(F)(4) - SVRA GENERAL PLANS

CHAIR CABRAL: General Plans Update.

Dan.

DAN CANFIELD: Hello, Commissioners. My name is

Dan Canfield. I work for California State Parks. I

help coordinate the planning efforts of the Off-Highway

Motor Vehicle Recreation Division. A big part of that

is our general plans for our SVRAs.

I'm presenting a report on the status of the

SVRA General Plan, you have a report in your binder

behind Tab No. 14. For members of the public, there's

some available on the sign-in table.

You may be asking, "What is a General Plan?"

Well, a General Plan is the primary guiding planning

document for a unit of the State Park system like

SVRAs. These General Plans provide a vision and a
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framework of goals and guidelines that direct future

recreation and resource management activities as well

as facility development.

These documents look out 20, 30 years into the

future and try to provide that roadmap to guide where

the park unit is going into the future to provide

facilities for recreation and conserve resources.

Now the staff report you have in your binder

provides an update for the active SVRA General Plan

projects; we do currently have four active projects.

Attached to your report is a cool chart showing the

status of the General Plans for the SVRAs. As I

mentioned, four of the SVRAs are currently updating

their General Plans.

Now, primarily, these active projects are

updating General Plans from the 1980s. And as

Commissioner Litwin so keenly observed on his trip to

Hungry Valley, the face of OHV recreation today is much

different than it was 20 years ago. Commissioner

Litwin remembered primarily young males, I would

imagine in pickup trucks with dirt bikes in the back.

Paul remembers it too; he was one of them.

Well, those young males have grown up and gotten

families and have children and spouses. And they have

a pickup still, but now they have an RV and a toy
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hauler, and they're coming out to the federal lands and

they're coming out to the SVRAs. So we're upgrading

these 1980s era General Plans to do a better job of

serving those people because that's what we're all

about.

I'd like to highlight a couple of the projects

and some recent developments. First, I'd like to speak

to Carnegie SVRA, which is located in San Joaquin and

Alameda Counties. Some of the commissioners may

remember back in February we met in Tracy, California,

where we toured Carnegie. And at that meeting the

Commission conducted a hearing on the Carnegie SVRA

General Plan Environmental Impact Report or EIR, as we

like to call them. We have a great picture of that

meeting.

At that meeting the Commission received a report

on the Carnegie SVRA General Plan EIR from the General

Plan Team, and the Commission received public input

from approximately 60 folks that were interested in the

project.

Now, many of these stakeholders also presented

comment letters in addition to their oral comments.

After that meeting, the Carnegie General Plan Team took

that testimony, which was provided by a great company

that does our transcripts for us, and the additional
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written letters that were provided, and are

incorporating those into the document along with

responses.

That document is now -- so the General Plan Team

is going through that process and preparing the General

Plan of the EIR to be brought back before the OHMVR

Commission for consideration of approval. And I know

Ted had talked earlier today about a possible

summertime meeting, if that is a possibility, late

July/early August would certainly be a great time for

that document to come back before the Commission.

Plan B would be to have it go into the

currently-slated September meeting.

Our newest General Plan project is for Hungry

Valley SVRA. This is located near the Los Angeles

metropolitan area along Interstate 5 near the community

of Gorman. Hungry Valley SVRA is adjacent to the Los

Padres National Forest, which is a real cool feature.

Now, for this Hungry Valley SVRA General Plan, a

project website has been launched,

planhungryvalley.com. It's kind of the initial step in

starting to engage the public and to collect

information.

This project website will allow all interested

parties to track the project progress and to provide
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input on the plan development. Great news, this

website is also compatible with your smartphones, your

pocket computers, so I encourage all interested folks

to go to planhungryvalley.com, either on your

smartphone or on whatever device you want to use, and

sign up onto the email list so that you'll get email

notifications when major milestones of the project are

reached.

Over the Memorial Day weekend when Commissioner

Slavik and Litwin were visiting Hungry Valley SVRA, the

General Plan Team had survey takers on the property,

recognizing that Memorial Day weekend is a high

visitation period, we took an opportunity to start

gauging the interests from the folks that use the

SVRAs.

I would like to point out that, as part of that

survey process, the General Plan Team members, they

were equipped with iPads, and they would encounter

visitors and they would ask them a set of survey

questions. It was also available for our

Spanish-speaking visitors, so we had a bilingual member

of each team embedded to accompany that.

Also, when you go to the planhungryvalley.com

website, there's a feature that we're still fine-tuning

that will allow you to get the information also in
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Spanish, so we really want to -- given the location of

Hungry Valley SVRA relative to the Los Angeles

metropolitan area, we want to make sure we're not

putting up any barriers to our Spanish-speaking

visitors.

I'm glad to hear from the commissioners who were

on site. It was a busy day because that will help us

get good survey numbers.

For folks that are interested and that weren't

at Hungry Valley on Memorial Day weekend, through the

project website, planhungryvalley.com, you can look at

that same survey that was given and you can respond to

it. Keep in mind that the survey was geared towards

visitors asking them age, gender, zip code of origin,

how far did you travel to get there, how often do you

visit? When you visit, how long do you stay? How much

money do you spend locally? What is your favorite

feature of Hungry Valley? What is your least favorite

feature? A long list of these survey questions.

Now I'm starting to touch back a little bit to

our conversation we had under the Triennial Report

where we recognized that the more data we have on these

demographics, the better. So through these General

Plans, we're doing it in more of a microcosm geared

towards that particular facility. So it may be a model
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we can look at as we work towards this bigger picture.

As soon as we crunch all the numbers on that

survey, and it is also, as I mentioned, available

through the end of June on the project website, the

General Plan Team will boil down the major themes and

data, and we'll package that up and put it up onto the

website for folks to look at. And, as we move forward,

I look forward to appearing before this Commission many

times in the future to report on the progress of the

Hungry Valley General Plan.

That completes my report, and I turn it back

over to the commissioner.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you. I appreciate

it. I think we'll have some questions here real quick,

but I want to say one thing before we get going, and I

definitely do not want to have the Carnegie General

Plan meeting to be with anything else. I think it's

important that we have a separate meeting, and I think

that we need to look at the time frame at the end of

July. If we can look at that there to possibly put

something together, I also would like to have it in

Sacramento to keep costs down, and I would say that we

would want to -- because that should put it in a

50-mile radius from the SVRA?

DAN CANFIELD: The requirement in the Public
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Resource Code is the meeting be held within a 100-mile

radius of the nearest major metropolitan center

identified in the list in the code. It is PRC 5002.3.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay.

DAN CANFIELD: So for Carnegie we need to be

within 100 miles of San Francisco, which Sacramento

does qualify.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. So Sacramento would be my

preferred location.

DAN CANFIELD: Sorry I was talking fast.

CHAIR CABRAL: I just wanted to get that out

there to begin with before we start with the other

commissioners' comments.

So Mr. Patrovsky.

COMMISSIONER PATROVSKY: I agree with you. This

should be a standalone item.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner Slavik?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Dan, can you report a

little bit on the progress of the comments that were

received during that meeting?

DAN CANFIELD: Absolutely. The planning team is

in the final steps of the editorial. So the planning

team, which has State Park staff and our contractors on

them, took that transcript that was prepared from the

last meeting -- that portion of the meeting -- and the
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additional letters. They were all scanned and they

bracketed them. The brackets indicate a theme that was

identified in each letter, and then each bracketed item

is responded uniquely by that General Plan Team. They

then packed it all together and sent it up to myself

and my counterparts for editorial review.

So we're wrapping that up now, and then it will

basically just be the word processing part of putting

the edits into the documents and putting them back up

on the website for the public to look at. And,

simultaneously, I'll let the commissioners know it's

available, I can provide written copies at that point,

as desired, or it is also available for online review.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Okay. So a follow-up to

that. Have you noted any additional comments that

required significant changes in the General Plan as we

have already, you know, gone through it?

DAN CANFIELD: No, sir.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: So we're good. I think

we're good.

CHAIR CABRAL: You know, I want to kind of go

down that road a little bit, too, that Commissioner

Slavik just went down.

That meeting, I was very focused on running an

efficient meeting and making sure that everyone was
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heard because there was such a large public comment

meeting, and it could have had the potential to be very

contentious, and I understood that.

With that, though, it was hard for me to take

some of the comments that were put in by officials

because it ran completely opposite of what my

experiences are with the county committee that I chair

that is over a much larger watershed than the one that

was available for the Carnegie SVRA. And a couple of

areas I had major concerns with were the amphibians and

how they were going to manage the amphibians. Because

the Resource Conservation District made a presentation,

and they were saying that the use of OHVs needed to

be -- and I'm wrong, like it's somewhere -- they said

like a half a mile or a mile away from amphibians. And

my experience in Sonoma County is that we have one of

the busiest county roads that goes to the central

landfill that had a significant issue with the --

whatever they call it -- California tiger salamander.

And with that the mitigation and the -- we had

the breeding grounds on one side of the road and their

habitat where they lived on the other side of the road,

so they put amphibian tunnels in the road, and it

turned out to be a very successful program. And this

is, like I said, one of the busiest, by count, roads in
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the county.

We also have the other one in my county that we

have a lot of problems with water quality issues is

from vineyards, and it really struck me that an

organization that would save the vineyards was pouting

how, you know, horrible the State Park was going to be,

yet they were, you know, proponents of large tracks of

land that had all the top soil removed, was amended, it

had a non-native species planted on it that would

basically create a poison that tastes really good that

is something that kills more people in the United

States than disease.

So I had, on a certain level, I had a little

problem with that, and especially to see with the

document you put together and the efforts that's being

put together for the improvements on the existing land

and also the -- how the area that's already been

purchased, how that would be developed.

And I also was concerned with the people that

were proud to say that they were trespassing on state

property and going out and hiking through the area

without permission and telling us how wonderful it was

and this and that, and I just -- it's hard at times,

and when -- I understand my role here, but I'm going to

be really blunt, is I know when I'm being BS'd, and
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that's what was happening. And I think that just

because someone makes forceful comments and backs it

with tons of paperwork, it doesn't carry any more

weight than science.

And I've toured the facility, I've operated a

vehicle on the facility for many years, I know that we

have other commissioners on here that have, but we also

have two commissioners here that have no knowledge of

the facility. I know Commissioner Lemmon was there for

the meeting and got to see how that went.

So, as we move forward, I'd like to see -- for

this document that you've put a lot of effort into to

get real fair representation -- I think it would be

important for these commissioners to have some type of

experience out there prior to the meeting.

So possibly they could come in a day before the

meeting and get a little tour out there with Randy and

his crew and then we could go from there. So they

would be able, you know, to see with their own eyes to

see what was going on, because I anticipate a lot of

public comment during that period when we're looking at

possibly accepting a General Plan and possibly -- or

rejecting a General Plan and the final EIR. So that's

my two cents on that.

But it was just something that, like I said, on
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an accounting side what I've been seeing -- and we're

really proud of the work we've done in the watershed in

the Petaluma River which basically turns into the

northern part of San Pablo Bay/San Francisco Bay. So

it's a big deal, and it was counter to many of the

things that were reported there. So, anyway.

Okay. I think that's it. Anyone else?

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: I like the idea of getting

together, since I did -- am I on? I'd also like to

have a conversation about a closed session, maybe it

would be appropriate to have a closed session meeting

prior to the meeting, and specifically so that -- well,

I'll just ask that question, that way if you need a

reason for closed session I'll state it, but is that a

possibility?

COUNSEL TOBIAS: Generally, closed session is

allowed under the law for discussion on pending

litigation, the threat of litigation, personnel

matters, and on pretty specific types of issues, so I'm

not -- I don't know exactly what you were thinking.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: Well, I guess my biggest

fear, and it has to deal with litigation, you know, the

do's and don'ts.

CHAIR CABRAL: Yeah.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: And I can see real value
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in having that conversation either as a group or

individually or --

COUNSEL TOBIAS: So are you talking about

Carnegie?

CHAIR CABRAL: Yes.

COUNSEL TOBIAS: Okay. Sorry. I was not sure

that's what you were talking about.

The problem with -- I guess, you know, with the

Carnegie issue, we've not been sued. We probably

anticipate being sued.

If you are concerned about the hearing aspect

and what you can say, you know, generally the

Commission has the full ability to discuss whatever

they want on -- on an issue like that. So, you know, I

guess what I would suggest is that if you've got some

specific concerns, you might want to just talk to me

individually about what those might be because a lot of

times I can kind of help you form what it is and not

run into any things.

I think the most important thing is to not take

a position prior to hearing the item because you need

to basically be able to hear the public and any groups,

you know, anybody who wants to come before the

Commission, they need to have an unbiased hearing,

so --
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CHAIR CABRAL: Correct.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Commissioner, if I might add,

given my participation on multiple commissions. I

think partly your question comes kind of as a new

person to the Commission and wanting to serve and do

the right thing. So one of the things that I know, and

I'm looking over at our smart legal counsel. One of

the things that we have done for new commissioners is

that our legal folks can kind of talk to you about kind

of what the plan is and kind of the legal requirements

of us and what's appropriate on a very broad level, but

for something like the General Plan, it is really

important to kind of have this public vetting of this

issue.

I can tell you the closed sessions that I've had

in other commissions truly are limited to pending

litigation, so litigation -- and I understand that we

haven't had that, which has been very nice, in this

Commission for quite some time.

But I want you to feel that you're informed and

you kind of understand that, as serving as part of this

Commission, that you understand kind of the process and

the important things to be mindful of in general.

CHAIR CABRAL: Yes. The plan would be for that

Commission meeting is that we'll have our presentation,
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and then after the presentation we'll take the public

comment on it with no discussion from the Commission

until after all public comment is heard. At that point

we will close, that will be end of public comment for

the General Plan and the final EIR. And at that point

the Commission would have discussion, we would go over

as many issues as we wanted.

Can we -- would we be able to call up -- would

we want to be calling up anyone or -- I think we should

just move whatever direction we would be moving after

discussion, but you might want to talk to the

commissioners about it as far as calling up either

staff or other people that have made comments how that

could affect things.

COUNSEL TOBIAS: It's somewhat of a fine line on

how you handle the comments of the public and then

being able to ask staff what their response to that is.

The way we usually do that is that staff is busy taking

notes as each person is speaking, and I think almost

100 percent of the time are catching the different

points.

So you may want to ask, you know, at the end of

the public hearing, if staff has any responses to the

public comments. And then that way if you do have a

further question you could still ask somebody.
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The tricky part is, basically, closing the

public hearing and then not really bringing the public

back up to the podium at that point because you're

really kind of reopening the hearing.

CHAIR CABRAL: Exactly. So that's what I wanted

to kind of get to is, as far as commissioners, once the

public comment period is closed, we shouldn't be

talking, bringing up any more public comment whether

asking someone to come back or anything. If we have a

question, it's going have to be kind of hanging in our

own head.

COUNSEL TOBIAS: Well, if you have a question,

the best way to do that is to ask, you know --

generally, each person who gets up, they have three

minutes. If you have a question -- if the commissioner

has a question, then they should ask it at that time as

long as, you know -- the difficulty often becomes if

one person is engaged by one commissioner, other

speakers expect to have the same opportunity to engage

with other commissioners. So it's really running a

good meeting while making sure we talk about --

CHAIR CABRAL: Exactly, yeah. So with that

also, I mean, there's going to be some documentation

for the commissioners to read ahead of time. And for

our new commissioners, I want you to just go over --
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you may not have had Bagley-Keene training, but

Bagley-Keene is something that's important.

Okay, you did. No, I just want to say because

that's going to be important because, you know, if

there's questions that -- on anything you read, you

want to direct them towards Division not towards other

commissioners, I just want to make that clear.

COUNSEL TOBIAS: I will also add that for new

commissioners who wish to vote on this, what they

really should do is immerse themselves in the EIR, in

the draft EIR, in the final EIR, and also they should

watch the video of the -- they're going to have to

basically read the transcript of just that item. But,

otherwise, if they don't do that, then there's a

concern that they are not fully cognizant of all the

issues that have been brought up. So they'll have a

little bit of homework to do.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. So yeah. Well, you were

there for the meeting, so that means definitely some

homework because, you know, it's a situation that's

going to be -- we need to make sure everything is just

right moving forward with this one because I'm sure

that we're probably going to get all of our emails,

public record requests on everything as we move

forward.
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Thank you, Dan.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Well, I guess I'm

struggling with how this is going to transpire during

this Commission meeting. If new information is brought

forward by public comment, are we required to then go

back and rehash the whole thing again?

CHAIR CABRAL: No, because what we did was -- is

that was a final hearing when I stated that at the end

of our last meeting, so that was it. They could not

open -- the EIR had its final hearing, and it went back

to Division to get certified. So as far as that

document goes, it's had its final amount of public

comment.

So what the public is supposed to be doing at

this point is they're going to be commenting on the

General Plan, whether it should be accepted or not.

That's what their role would be. And then our role as

a Commission, of course, is to make the decision,

because it comes down to decision time for the General

Plan document and the final EIR.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: And our responsibility is

to make an informed decision?

CHAIR CABRAL: Absolutely. So we need to make

sure that we all should read the documentation

thoroughly, and we should be aware of the public
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comments that were made at the last meeting and we

should be prepared.

COUNSEL TOBIAS: Let me add information that the

Chair just provided on that new information. The staff

has -- I don't know if they're totally finished doing

the final comments, but I think they're pretty much

done. And we do not believe there was any new

information that came out as a result of those comments

that would call for a recirculation of the documents.

So that's the only time when you would have -- you

know, if somebody submitted comments saying, "Well, you

never looked at the banana slug and there were banana

slugs on the property, that's a place where the

document could be basically, you know, looked at again,

and then that particular part of it would be sent out.

Staff is not making that recommendation. We believe

that there's no new information that wasn't covered in

the existing document.

(Commissioner Patrovsky left the proceedings.)

AGENDA ITEM VI(F)(5) - LEGISLATION

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay, great. Next item, we have

Legislative Updates. Tina.

TINA WILLIAMS: Good afternoon. Tina Williams,

California State Parks, OHMVR Division.

Today we have with us the Department's Deputy
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Director of Legislation, Marivel Barajas. I'd like to

take the opportunity to thank Marivel and her staff,

Megan Florida and Melinda Ochoa, who reviewed the

reports and are accessible when there are questions.

My report is located behind Tab 15. There are

ten legislative items. With the permission of the

Commission, I would like to discuss four of those

items: Two items from the California State Legislature

and two from Federal Legislation.

We have with us, as it was announced earlier,

Ted Blanchard, who is the Capital Director for

Assemblyman Brian Jones' Office, which is located in

Eastern San Diego County.

He is here to read a letter of support. So with

those items discussed, I'd like to get started with SB

1345. This is the Combined Motorized Use Pilot

Project. This legislation would extend the Inyo County

Combined Use Project until January 1, 2020.

This piece of legislation was recently amended,

and it also states that this bill would prohibit

combined use segments from not exceeding ten miles.

Along with that, this bill would require

California State Parks, CHP, and Caltrans to

collaborate with Inyo County to develop and submit an

evaluation report on the pilot project to the
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Legislature by January 1, 2019.

The latest major action on this particular piece

of legislation was on the 27th of May, and it is

currently re-referred to the Committee on

Transportation.

Next I'd like to go over AB 2175. This is the

fuel tax Off-Highway Vehicle Trust Fund initiative.

This bill was recently amended. It basically states

that this legislation would eliminate the State

Controller requirement from withholding $833,000 a

month from the Off-Highway Vehicle Trust Fund which was

being transferred to the General Fund. It was recently

amended and it would state, if passed, this piece of

Legislature would go into effect June -- excuse me --

July 1, 2017.

At this time I'd like to ask Ted to come up and

read his letter of support and give us any other

information on the legislation.

Ted.

TED BLANCHARD: Thanks, Tina.

Hello, Commissioners. Ted Blanchard with

Assemblyman Brian Jones. This legislative proposal

came to us from Bob Ham. He was very adamant about the

fact that, you know, this money ought to be staying in

your account, and we agreed. My boss is a very avid
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mountain biker and a motorcycle enthusiast, and he

agreed, so we introduced it.

The latest status, two days ago it passed the

assembly on a vote of 64 to 0. We have not received

any "no" votes. Now we go to the Senate. Technically,

sitting in the Senate Rules Committee right now waiting

re-referral, and we anticipate it will be referred to

the Senate Transportation Committee like it was in the

Assembly. And then it will go on to the Appropriations

Committee. Now, that's the one that we probably have

the biggest concern about is whether or not it stays on

the Senate Appropriations. We hope it doesn't, and we

could use all the help we could get to make sure this

bill gets to the Governor.

My guess is the Governor is -- it's very likely

that he might veto it, but with the kind of support

that we are seeing in the Legislature right now, he

might change his mind. This is your money and it

should be used -- hey, we could give out more grants

with that money.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: To be clear, it is

$833,000 a month.

TED BLANCHARD: That's $10 million a year.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Yeah. Because it doesn't

say so in this text.
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TED BLANCHARD: Right. It's $833,000 every

month and it's ongoing. If we don't do something, it's

going to keep going out the back door. So that's where

we are, and I'd be glad to answer any questions, and

thank you for allowing me to take a few minutes of your

time and get to meet you all, and I hope I can be a

source of information for you folks.

CHAIR CABRAL: Yes. Actually, what I'd like to

do here is if you could be here for a few more minutes,

why don't we have Tina continue her report. And then

if there's any questions from the commissioners at the

end, that we can bring you back up.

TED BLANCHARD: I'd be glad to.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Thank you.

TED BLANCHARD: You bet.

TINA WILLIAMS: Okay. I'd like to move on to

the federal legislation at this point. I'd like to

start with HR 4060. Basically, this directs the

Department of Interior to transfer BLM land to the

State of California as a part of Anza-Borrego Desert

State Park and transfers land to Imperial County. The

last major action on this bill was re-referred to the

Subcommittee on Federal Lands.

And, lastly, I'd like to end with HR 5129, the

Guides and Outfitters Act, also known as the GO Act.
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This bill would allow the Secretary of the

Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture to streamline

the processes of issuing special recreation permits and

OHV clubs and outfitters and guides, basically, to

streamline the processes of getting those special use

permits that we hear a lot about.

CHAIR CABRAL: Yes.

TINA WILLIAMS: This measure also would cap

permit fees and, basically, eliminate any duplication

in the permit process. The last major action on this

bill was on April 29th, 2016. It was referred to the

Committee on Natural Resources and Committee on

Agricultural.

This concludes my report. We're available to

take questions at this time.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Commissioners? I see

Commissioner Patrovsky has left. He had to catch a

flight.

Commissioner Lueder.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Thank you, Tina. I was just

wondering if there's -- I know that there's still some

action on SBX1, and I was just wondering if you have

any information on that that you can share at this time

with us?

TINA WILLIAMS: I believe you're referring to
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the transportation funding environmental mitigation

oversight legislation. I do, and have prepared a

statement, and I would hope that Marivel could come and

explain how this bill works in a special session.

Basically, this bill, as far as the OHV Trust

Fund, addresses Section 25, and it would amend the

Revenue and Taxation Code, and I've got to look at the

numbers, 8352.6. And, basically, this would redirect

funding from the motor vehicle account, which has been

derived from the OHV Trust Fund to the General Fund

since 2012.

This would divert those funds to the highway

users tax account, and they would utilize this fund,

along with many other funds, to fix California's

highways, if passed.

And I'd like to ask Marivel to come up and

explain the special session, if you have questions.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Actually, perhaps I can help

because if you don't live, eat, and breathe that stuff,

that may not be really kind of helpful.

So let me kind of take a crack at it. The

important thing is that, unlike the Jones Bill, which

is talking about -- so, currently, 800 some odd

thousand dollars a month goes into the General Fund.

The Jones Bill would stop that, okay, so that's a
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direct benefit to the OHV Fund.

This SBX1, what it does is that -- we have

not -- the OHV Fund has not been receiving these moneys

since 2012, and I'm looking at Marivel to make sure I

am correct. And that at that time was kind of a

correction. So it was kind of -- that was actually

statutory cleanup to correct an error that was done in

previous legislation.

So we've never anticipated that funding, so we

haven't been receiving that funding since that

correction in 2012. Having said that, what this bill

does, it goes into a certain pot through the General

Fund, and this bill would instead divert it. Instead

of it going to the General Fund, it would instead go to

the --

MARIVEL BARAJAS: HUTA, the Highway Users Tax

Account.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So it doesn't have an impact

to the OHV Fund, but I think it's important to kind of

explain it in that manner.

MARIVEL BARAJAS: Yes. Marivel Barajas --

CHAIR CABRAL: I'm sorry. I need you to state

your name for the record.

MARIVEL BARAJAS: Yeah. That's what I'm doing.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. Take your time.
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MARIVEL BARAJAS: So, Mr. Chair and

Commissioners, Marivel Barajas, Deputy Director for

Legislative Affairs.

Yes, Lisa is correct. So this money is just

redirected from the General Fund to the new HUTA Fund,

so it doesn't impact as what we read in the bill OHV,

because they haven't been receiving this money since

2012. The bill, as it reads right now, doesn't amend

sections of the formula on the fuel tax nor the study,

so this is just creating this redirection.

And I also want to state that the Department and

the Administration has not taken a position on any of

the bills that were stated, so I just want to make that

clear and state that for the record.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. So I guess my question is,

what happens if the Jones Bill passes?

MARIVEL BARAJAS: If --

CHAIR CABRAL: And if that passes, because it is

an Assembly bill --

MARIVEL BARAJAS: Uh-huh.

CHAIR CABRAL: -- and let's just say it

actually -- and it goes through the Senate too, so does

that null and void this one?

MARIVEL BARAJAS: No. So in SBX1, it doesn't

amend nor does it delete that portion of the bill. In
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Section -- it's the Revenue and Tax Code Section

8352.6, it doesn't amend that section. That same

section, 8352.6, Section 3.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay.

MARIVEL BARAJAS: So that's a different --

CHAIR CABRAL: I understand.

MARIVEL BARAJAS: -- funding, yeah.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. So now the correction.

And I'm not clear, I'm trying to wrap my head around

correction. Because how this redirect was presented to

me in 2000 and -- when it first happened -- actually,

prior to it happening, I was at the lobby days in

Sacramento, my only lobby days I've ever done as part

of the OHV stuff, and I spoke with -- I think her name

was Catherine Freeman and --

MARIVEL BARAJAS: With the Budget Committee,

uh-huh.

CHAIR CABRAL: And then she kind of explained to

us what the situation was and what this whole deal was,

and that money was supposed to be a temporary redirect,

is how she explained it to me at that time.

MARIVEL BARAJAS: Uh-huh.

CHAIR CABRAL: So maybe she misspoke or was this

some type of a larger correction? I'm not clear.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So, first of all, I'm going to
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say that this is why it's so very important this

meeting that we have with the Department of Finance

next week. You should feel comfortable asking those

questions. Catherine Freeman does staff the Senate

Budget Committee. I can't speak to kind of what

conversation you had, but this is a very noble thing.

It is a statutory thing. I think what's really

important to -- I think what's really important to talk

about, though -- so let's talk about that next week,

and we can actually bring that back -- information back

to this body at our next meeting.

But I just want to make sure that everyone

understands what Marivel is saying, is that these are

two different code sections that we're talking about,

because now I see what you're talking about. You were

worried about a sequencing thing, right?

CHAIR CABRAL: Yes.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: And a sequencing thing doesn't

occur here because they're totally two completely

separate code sections and statutes, so I just want to

make sure that everyone is comfortable with that.

MARIVEL BARAJAS: It is a separate fund.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay, I see.

Commissioners, any questions? No?

Commissioner Slavik, did you have a question?
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COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: I don't know. I guess I'm

mystified. $10 million a year is coming out of the OHV

Trust Fund and being redirected to the General Fund,

correct?

MARIVEL BARAJAS: Correct.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Did I get somewhere in

this dialogue that that money was not actually going to

the General Fund, you weren't spending it somehow?

MARIVEL BARAJAS: So, no.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: So let me just follow up

with what I'm trying to think. So the $10 million is

going to the General Fund, and now somehow the Jones

Bill has come up to change that -- to correct that

situation so we don't have that diversion anymore. I

don't understand where this other part is coming in. I

mean, I'm not a numbers guy, so help me out.

TED BLANCHARD: Let me try. They could both

pass and you guys still keep the $10 million, okay?

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Wait, say that again?

TED BLANCHARD: Both these bills could pass and

you guys still get to keep the $10 million. The

$10 million of 2175 would still go away to the OHV Fund

and you guys could keep it. The redirect under SB1 --

DIRECTOR MANGAT: Yes.

TED BLANCHARD: -- of the special session --
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first special session is that money coming from the

fuel tax to the General Fund, and all this thing does

is say that same diversion, it doesn't change anything,

is no longer going to the General Fund, it's just going

to go to HUTA -- HUTA -- who dat.

TED BLANCHARD: Okay. And so, as far as I can

tell, the $10 million is separate from that. I don't

think SB1X is going to go anywhere. We haven't seen

any action in that special session at all, anything.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: It's not something we're

particularly excited about, but for you to understand

it has no impact to the OHV Fund --

TED BLANCHARD: That's exactly right.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: So thank you for your -- you

were more eloquent about that.

TED BLANCHARD: Yeah, right.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Did you have a

question?

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: So right now, the month of

June, we cut a check to the General Fund for $833,000.

Okay. So this has been going on for how long? 2012.

So are we getting that money back?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: No. All our bill does is they

quit taking our money.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Got it.
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CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. I should be careful. But

this is our system that we have right now, okay, this

is the system that prevails with our State government,

and this is a system that also prevails with our

federal government. It's something that there is

discussion going on with different legislators in

California to do a constitutional amendment that would

make it so the fuel tax funds would have to go to their

source, and so that would make the Fuel Tax Study much

more -- it changed things -- I'm not even going to go

into all of this, but it changed things.

And this is -- like I said, I'm trying to be

careful here, but the important thing is -- I guess

it's just the general public needs to understand. If

we want to have a certain level of services from our

State government, it's going to cost us X amount of

dollars, okay. So how they get that money can come

from all this -- a shell game or it can come from us

paying a little more taxes.

So, with that -- that's just something that's

going to have to be presented down the road. Governor

Brown is the only politician I know recently that

stepped up and said, "Look it, folks, you need to pay a

little more in taxes," and that's happened a couple

years back.
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And the Legislature has kind of danced around

the subject, and I think that's something that we need

to, you know, as citizens, it's our responsibility when

we get frustrated with things like this, it is

something that we need to make it known that -- I mean,

I'm willing to pay a little more money every year to be

able to have things to be proper, but I want to make

sure things are done right, that the money is not

wasted.

And I think that's what gets lost in this is

that there's a point where the public doesn't really

trust the process. And the reason I'm saying this

because it circles all the way back around to the

transformation stuff that we're talking about because

that's tied into the moneys and everything else, is I

think what they're trying to do here with the

transformation of the State Parks is that we're looking

at modernizing, streamlining, being more efficient,

those types of processes.

And, with that, that's going to make the public

have more trust to know that their money is going to go

a little further. So then down the road they'd be

willing to support State Parks at a level that they

haven't wanted to support State Parks in the past.

So, with that, we can work through these
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frustrating times. We're all just going to have to pay

attention and work through it. The Director of the

State Parks has graciously called myself and the Vice

Chair into a meeting, and we're going to get all this

stuff laid out with the Department of Finance.

So I know a lot of people have been -- there's

been a lot of emails and a lot of -- I get emails

probably weekly on financial and budgetary stuff and

laws and everything else. It's my role, I understand

it, I get these emails, that's part of my job as a

Commissioner and especially the Chair, and I want to be

accessible to the public.

And then, Director, when I ask these questions,

it's just because I want to have some form of a decent

response I can have instead of in some ways --

sometimes I have to literally ignore emails because I

feel that my ignorance level is high enough that if I

do comment on it other than saying "I appreciate your

input and I'll make sure to pass it along," that I

could get myself in hot water.

So that's why I really appreciate this meeting

coming up because that's going to make things much

clearer for me and it will make me educated further and

I'll be able to answer things more clearer.

DIRECTOR MANGAT: And I appreciate it. And I
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appreciate, for example, that you brought up SB1X,

because if that's something that you're hearing, this

gives us an opportunity to make sure that people are

informed and have the accurate information.

And we also recognize, these are complicated

things, and so people have day jobs and lives, and so

it really helps when you have all this to be able to

try to explain it, and thank you for giving us a chance

to explain it multiple times until we kind of got it

right.

CHAIR CABRAL: No, thank you. I appreciate it.

So, with that, Commissioners? Anyone else?

Okay.

Thank you, Tina. Thank you. Appreciate it.

AGENDA ITEM VI(F)(6) - OUTREACH/EDUCATION (2015 Recap)

CHAIR CABRAL: All right. We're really closing

in on the finish line here. Okay, so Outreach and

Education.

Donna.

DONNA McGUIRE: Good afternoon, Commissioners.

My name is Donna McGuire. I work with the OHMVR

Division as the Education Outreach Program Manager. I

will present the 2015 -- yes, you haven't seen me for a

while -- 2015 Statewide Education Program Report, and

you will find it behind Tab 16.
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The Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation

Division provides a very active, engaging, and

flourishing statewide Education and Outreach Program.

During 2015, we proved to be very successful by

reaching a broader, more diverse audience with

interpretive programs that educate the public about

safe, lawful OHV operation and environmental

stewardship.

Now, in addition to many types of in-park

programs, the Division provides outreach at a variety

of events: County fairs, and many of them, community

events, sports events, OHV events, and we partner with

agencies, like BLM, for the youth summit.

The Division also provides outreach programs

that address State Parks initiatives, such as engaging

younger generations and under-served youth in order to

connect them with nature, the outdoors, and hopefully

to become land stewards and with a longevity of State

Parks.

One strategy to reach underserved youth who may

not have the opportunity to go to a park or maybe even

think about going to a park is bring the park to the

students in the form of an after-school Junior Ranger

program.

Now this Community Outreach Program is offered
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on a weekly basis throughout the school year, so think

about the staffing commitment. The interpreter goes to

two schools each week, that's a huge commitment, so how

important is this? Well, I used to teach at a Title I

school, so I know it's very important for these

students; they look forward to the program. The

interpreter educates them about nature and their local

history and talks about opportunities at Heber Dunes.

This is the highlight of their week. If, for some

reason, she can't come, and they call her "Mother

Nature," they are very disappointed.

So this is a very valuable program. They

wouldn't be there -- this is volunteer. They wouldn't

be there if they didn't value their learning. And

other SVRAs are also offering after-school Junior

Ranger programs.

By implementing science camps at Hollister

Hills, first-time visitors participate in a

curriculum-based education program. Most of these

students have not had much time out of their

neighborhoods and have fears of the outdoors and going

to parks.

After the staff relieved the fears of ticks,

snakes, poison oak, and mountain lions, the learning

can begin. Students participate in geocaching
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activities to learn about the local plants and animals,

geology, and management practices to balance OHV

recreation and resource protection. They assist staff

in projects involving re-vegetation with native plant

species, removal of invasive species, and habitat

monitoring with a hands-on approach of digging in the

dirt and observing wildlife scientifically, these

students have a higher probability of bringing their

families to the parks and ultimately becoming park

stewards.

During the annual Kids Adventure Connection

Weekend at Ocotillo Wells, children complete a series

of outdoor activities based on the Children's Outdoor

Bill of Rights with an OHV twist. After gearing up,

families go on an off-highway trail ride to discover

California's past. At one destination, members of the

Imperial Gem and Mineral Society share the history of

prospecting in the area. The kids step back in time a

bit more and try their luck at dry panning for gold.

The day tops off with a hotdog dinner,

stargazing, songs and stories around a blazing

campfire, and, of course, s'mores.

Following a night in a sleeping bag under the

stars, in the morning families spend time exploring the

desert, playing tug of war, and engage in pickup

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

282

football games. Through these outdoor meaningful

experiences, youth connect with nature and their

heritage.

And as a strategy to reach teens, the OHMVR

Division completed its first year partnership with a

SportStars magazine that is marketed to youth and their

partners. The Division publishes a monthly article and

ad. The topics of the articles include ATV safety and

training, the career path of a young dirt biker who

became an OHV Ranger, and the success of two teens as

hill climb bikers. You can guess where that was,

right? The hill climb champion.

The ad promotes visitation to the SVRA and a web

address for subscribers to learn how to recreate safely

and responsibly. With a distribution of 300,000 print

copies to school libraries and other locations and an

additional 150,000 online subscribers, SportStars

magazine is a valuable communication platform that's

accessible to teens.

The OHMVR Division Statewide Education

Interpretation Outreach Program proved to be highly

successful during 2015, serving more than 230,000

people.

And I'd like to put that in a little bit of

perspective because with the report last year in 2014,
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combined efforts for the two years, we have educated

over a half a million people, California citizens, and

that's how to recreate a little bit more safely and

responsibly, so I think that's pretty huge.

So talented and dedicated staff throughout the

state will continue to provide high-quality

interpretive programs that are relevant to a diverse

population and encourage the public to become part of

an educated community for sustainable recreational

opportunities.

I'd kind of add a little bit more here for an

update in 2015. The OHMVR Division hosted a dynamic

week-long training program in May for the Division of

Statewide Interpretive Staff with a content-rich and

action-packed syllabus. Training sessions focused on

interpretive methods that included technology-based

learning tools and best practices to educate today's

audience.

The training generated such enthusiasm that the

interpreters will continue to collaborate on statewide

interpretive projects that include consistent messaging

aligned with our Division's mission and strategic plan.

And Maria was in the room, and I think you felt

the excitement and the energy of all of us working

together, and they requested training on an annual
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basis. So we'll be getting together once a year and

otherwise working remotely. That concludes my report.

Are there any questions or comments?

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner Lueder.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Thanks, Donna. I appreciate

your report. Just a comment, and I don't know about

the rest of the commissioners, but, personally, I'm

afraid of ticks, snakes, and poison oak, so maybe you

could have a Commissioner Ranger Program.

DONNA McGUIRE: A warming-up exercise.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: Yeah. That would be great.

DONNA McGUIRE: Okay. Sounds good.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner Lemmon.

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: What an awesome program.

I mean, get them young. That's just a great way to set

the future. I appreciate all your hard work.

DONNA McGUIRE: We're having a lot of fun and we

have a lot of help.

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner Litwin.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: A little bit earlier we

were talking about gathering data, and this is a real

specific number, this 233,000 number.

DONNA McGUIRE: Uh-huh.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: What made that up?

DONNA McGUIRE: How do we base our number?
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COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Yeah. Were you doing a

clicker?

DONNA McGUIRE: We have a clicker, yes, we do,

at every event.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: Oh, okay.

DONNA McGUIRE: We just attended the Sacramento

County Fair, first time there. We had no idea what to

expect. We were clicking away like crazy. We had over

8,100 people visit our booth over five days. And

they're not just picking up a brochure, they're going

through these interactive education activities, so --

CHAIR CABRAL: Commissioner Slavik.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Yeah. Thanks again,

Donna. That was awesome stuff you guys were doing.

One thing that's missing here somehow.

DONNA McGUIRE: Okay.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: The Off-Road PAL program.

I didn't see anything about that.

DONNA McGUIRE: That is right. It is missing.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Yeah. So where does that

fit into this picture?

DONNA McGUIRE: Uh-huh. Well, do you know what,

I think we need to have that discussion.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: We're going to get a bunch

of new bikes from Honda, remember?
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DONNA McGUIRE: Yeah, I know. Yes, and we got a

new interpreter out there at Prairie City, and he wants

to bring community groups out there, so it sounds like

a perfect fit for CALPALs, and I think we've got to

start up those engines, those motors again.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Maria, where is she? I'm

going to direct a question at Maria.

DONNA McGUIRE: That might be under Greg at this

point, yeah. Greg.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Maria, I just wanted to

bring up the fact that -- it seemed like the Off-Road

PAL program always seems to be kind of an afterthought.

I'd like to figure out a way, as a Commission and as

staff, to elevate that program further into what you're

doing into interpretation and include that into it.

And that kind of follows along -- these kids don't have

to buy ATVs and motorcycles, but to get the experience

on them is hands-on stuff.

ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOWREY: No, that's a

good point, and the -- our new Commissioner Litwin is a

part of that ad hoc committee and can definitely help

out with that program, so we'll ramp that up.

DONNA McGUIRE: Yeah. Yeah.

CHAIR CABRAL: Good. I think Commissioner

Slavik's input there is right on. It's something
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that's important to be able to introduce those young

children and the kids to that type of recreation but

also to those type of people, you know, when you're

talking as far as role models and stuff. I think

that's a very important thing.

DONNA McGUIRE: Very important.

CHAIR CABRAL: Yes. I've witnessed -- I make it

a point every time I go to an OHV event of any type or

wherever you guys are at -- I even purposely went to

California State Fair just to see the booth and to go

through and to see how you guys were being presented.

DONNA McGUIRE: Uh-huh.

CHAIR CABRAL: And how the OHV program is being

presented. And just I can't say enough about it. I

know I always rave about it, but --

DONNA McGUIRE: Uh-huh.

CHAIR CABRAL: I even went so far as in the very

early part of the transformation, and I don't know --

or the Advisory Committee. I don't know if I had

any -- if I had an impact on it, but I really spent a

few minutes just talking up the program and how it was

a great outreach program and stuff. And now that I

hear that this is being worked into the whole

transformation process, it makes me feel good because I

think this is one of the shining stars with our whole
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program.

It's just -- like I want to go back to the

Berryessa Snow Mountain thing. Just to see that whole

group of young women just go right over there and just

were so engaged. And just the way everyone handled

them, and how they were -- you know, whether they were

playing with the radio-controlled jeeps and staying on

trails or getting on the ATV simulator, it was

extremely cool.

DONNA McGUIRE: Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: I love the work that you're doing

and I'm glad that we're a part of it, and I can't wait

to see what's next.

DONNA McGUIRE: Thank you for your support.

CHAIR CABRAL: You're welcome.

Okay. So I think that next we'll move on.

Thank you very much.

AGENDA ITEM VI(F)(7) - LAW ENFORCEMENT

CHAIR CABRAL: And we are to our last

presentation, and then we will get to some public

comments. So law enforcement. We have Mark.

MARK HADA: Good afternoon, Commissioners. I'm

Mark Hada. I'm the Visitor Services Manager for the

OHMVR Division. I'll be giving you an update on

various law enforcement projects that are occurring in
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our Division. You can find these reports behind Tab

17.

Consistent with the Division policy of the

transparency, the Law Enforcement Grant Site Visit

Reports are now being posted online, on the Division

website. You can find those in the grant section.

We've got three posted there currently, so you can go

ahead and take a look at what our team, most of whom

are running around in the back here or standing around,

and see what they've been up to and what the -- what

your money is being spent on from the Grant's Division.

This is led by Superintendent Kim Baker who was

not able to be here today due to some graduation issues

or something, I'm not sure what.

The OHV's Law Enforcement's goal is to

standardize law enforcement law as much as possible

throughout the state between the various agencies.

Right now the last time that we had a class was in

January of 2014; however, due to the efforts of our

team in May, Stanislaus Forest got the first one in two

years.

We do have two more scheduled and you can look

for -- as we train up more people, bring them online,

it's going to go out through the state even further.

I do have fliers for this particular course
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available out in the hallway, it's the blue one, not

too many colored ones out there.

The Pacific Crest Trail Information Kiosk

Update. As you know, back in February of 2015, we

established four sites out there that had information

kiosks on where you could ride and some of the rules to

keep in mind in the area of the Southern Kern County.

These -- we checked on these kiosks, they look

like they were in good shape. For whatever reason,

people are respecting them, and they don't seem to be

suffering from any kind of abuse at all. We've worked

with the wind farm project down there, EDF, and they

are -- we worked with the operations manager, and we

found a site out there that would be acceptable to him,

and, as far as he knows, with his environmental and his

tech people. So we'll be putting in another one pretty

soon here.

OHMVR will support various law enforcement

climates throughout the state in the coming year and

several months. Out on the Rubicon Trail, we look like

we're going to be having several there. I think the

first of which is scheduled to be within the next three

weeks. We'll send teams of officers out there to

assist, provide educational opportunities for the

off-highway enthusiasts there.

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

291

In 2017, we'll be going out to the King of the

Hammers again. We'll probably have somewhere around

10, 11 officers out there providing educational and law

enforcement context.

At Tierra Del Sol we didn't have any officers

available; however, we were able to assist by providing

some additional funding for them to bring in some more

officers and get some dispatch support.

The law enforcement team is also coordinating

efforts in the Onyx Ranch area to assist with the law

enforcement out there until they're able to come on

board fully. And these are being coordinated by

Superintendent Steve Shore who is in the back.

No public safety report would be complete

without acknowledgment in the significant events in the

world of law enforcement, and so I would like to end my

report to you with Happy National Donut Day.

(Audience applause.)

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay, Commissioners. Do we have

any comments, thoughts, questions?

COMMISSIONER LEMMON: Speechless of the donut

joke. No.

CHAIR CABRAL: No, nothing?

Commissioner Litwin?

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: The tour we did in the
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Hungry Valley, one of the things I think we did forget

to mention too as well is the Officer Gary --

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Hughey.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: -- Hughey. He also

mentioned how they worked really hard at lowering the

alcohol-related incidents, and so I just wanted to say

congratulations on that as well. He did a really good

job. I think the time we were there to the Memorial

Day prior, they had so many incidents. And we really

just had that one incident with the gentleman that

broke his leg, and I think that was just a mishap, so

really great job on your team's part.

MARK HADA: Supervisor Hughey does a great job

down there. He's also very supportive of overall

efforts throughout the state. He's got a couple of

members of his team who are a part of our instruction

crew.

CHAIR CABRAL: I would like to talk about the

Pacific Crest Trail Kiosk Update. I think that's a

first step in some of the things we need to do on the

Pacific Crest Trail in some of these disputed sections.

So one thing that has come up through the

meetings with the different stakeholders for the

Pacific Crest Trail and also off-highway vehicle

recreation is that the importance of the signage at the
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crossings. So the focus has always been on the signage

for OHV crossings. The Pacific Crest Trail Association

and Beth Boyce are both now looking at the need for

signage for the Pacific Crest Trail hikers -- through

hikers or just sectional hikers.

I think that our next stage, because I made it

clear to them that they weren't going to get Pacific

Crest Trail sign grants, that we would take care of our

stuff and they would have to take care of their stuff.

And, with that, I think it would be really good and

good faith on the OHV side to be able to start looking

at putting in some type of signage when an OHV is

approaching the Pacific Crest Trail and at the Pacific

Crest Trail from both sides, and I think we can go

through the details on this offline so we don't have to

extend this meeting a bunch longer, but I think we

should look at a phase two on the PCT. Because it

would eliminate conflict and keep people on each side

on the proper trails. So, okay. And I appreciate all

your efforts. Thank you.

AGENDA ITEMS 6D, 6E, 6F 1-7 - PUBLIC COMMENT ON OHV

SAFETY COMMITTEE, 2017 TRIENNIAL REPORT, AND DEPUTY

DIRECTOR REPORTS

CHAIR CABRAL: So we're going to finish up.

This is the cherry on top of the sundae, so we're going
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to go into public comment.

So Kyle Felker followed by John Stewart.

KYLE FELKER: Kyle Felker, Sierra Access

Coalition and Bucks Lake Snow Drifters. I wanted to

follow up on Kelly's grooming program. We are the

recipients of the new groomer this year, an awesome

machine, and it's nice because it's operating so much

cheaper -- not only cheaper, it's twice as fast, so

you're using twice as less fuel and you're twice as

fast. So from the 5 to 7 miles an hour it used to

groom at, we're up to 12 to 18 miles an hour. So you

can cover a whole bunch of more ground for half the

cost, so we're hoping to get a little bit more --

another loop put in out there. So great program, and I

really appreciate that.

The other one is, Ted, you made a comment about

catastrophic fires on OHVs and stuff. You're right on

and you need to pursue this. I am on a fire team and

deal with that type of stuff. In that, in fires,

there's fire suppression rehab and then there's fire

rehab. When there's a big fire that's affecting any

OHV moneys/trails, I feel, personally, that we probably

need to embed somebody from your shop to carry these

forward, the rehab and the suppression repair. And if

you need more, I can meet with you after a while, but
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let me point you that way, anyway.

Thank you, you guys. Great meeting.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

KYLE FELKER: Any questions?

CHAIR CABRAL: No. All right.

John Stewart followed by -- Haris left. Nick

left, okay. Amy Granat. She's gone. So Dean

Stanford.

So John Stewart followed by Dean Stanford.

JOHN STEWART: Good afternoon, Commissioners.

John Stewart, California Four-Wheel Drive Association.

I've got to tag onto something that Ted, the

Chair, and the last gentleman spoke to you about

recovery and fire recovery efforts.

There are several initiatives around the state

to look at fuels reduction efforts to eliminate the

possibility of a fire. And, within the grants program,

if there could be some kind of indication or setup put

in there to actually help assist with a grant or a

fuels reduction effort with the auspices of any trails

involved are not restored out of existence. But yet,

you know, kind of help preserve in a proactive manner

then rather than be constantly reactive.

I appreciate the outreach effort that Donna

McGuire presented. I have seen the OHV trailer at
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several events, and it is always well-received, very

popular with the young kids. And, Paul, you're right,

that's an age that we have to reach.

With respect to the budget and transparency

issues on moving forward, I've got to say that having a

program that fully funds to the maximum extent possible

the grants program, the Grants and Cooperative

Agreements is going to be critical to keeping public

involvement in a supportive manner. The moment that

the public begins to perceive that they have lost their

recreation opportunity or they're in danger of losing

it, you will begin to create a state of anarchy out

there where they won't care, they'll go where they

want. We can't have that happen. We have to have a

responsible recreation program, and the Grants and

Cooperative Program -- or Agreements Program is at the

forefront of creating and maintaining that recreation

opportunity. So whatever happens with any of these

parks transformation, we've got to keep that grants

program alive and fully funded. And at $26 million,

it's not enough now. It's got to get up to $35 to $40

million. Thank you.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you. Dean Stanford

followed by Dave Pickett.

DEAN STANFORD: Hi. Dean Stanford. I'd just
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like to say that although that bill that redirects

funds for street repair doesn't affect the budget

currently, it's an ongoing effect that those moneys

could have been used for projects and other, you know,

budget items.

I'd also like to thank the Director for being

here and putting up with these uncomfortable chairs for

all this time, and thank you for your support. Please

don't let this die.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

Dave Pickett.

DAVE PICKETT: Dave Pickett, District 36. I'd

ask the Chair for consideration because we have seven

heavy-duty reports that were in there, and to get it

into three minutes is almost impossible, so I'll go as

quickly as possible.

Donna and her report was awesome. Stay with the

youth as she's doing, but I find it coincidental, as an

Amador County resident, that Amador County has 39,000

residents, and 38,151 of them visited the OHV display

that she had on place at the state fair. Remarkable.

Let's see real quick. On the grants report that

was there, zeroing-in on the two-color one, if you wish

to follow along. If you look at local agencies, law

enforcement, 44 projects ask for $6,360,000. If you
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reviewed all the grants, all 185, such as some of us

did, you will see a huge jump in the individual cities

that are applying for law enforcement grants.

City of Sacramento is an example. They asked

for an outrageous amount of money when they're getting

in lieu funds and they have a County Sheriff that's

already receiving money. Those kinds of things are

going to destroy the LE funding source if we have to go

with that after everybody and help everybody that we

possibly can because there's a lot of cities in the

State of California.

Bear with me one second. General Plan,

Carnegie. I hope I don't expire before we get that

open.

On the budget, let's see what we had. The

ending balance on that budget on that sheet, I didn't

quite catch a total understanding. There was

$149 million that was still available. I would like to

know the process for an individual OHV representative

could ask the Commission how can I get $9 million,

$1 million each to go to our individual SVRAs with

$100,000 for environmental and $900,000 for projects.

Because as I talk to superintendents and

district rangers up and down the state, they have all

50 individual little projects over the last eight years
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because they've had zero resources to do fill-in. I

don't know how this can happen. We have the funding,

they would help the SVRA units, perhaps you can find

out from Finance if that's a possibility. It would be

welcome relief for all of them.

Maybe that relates to what Director Mangat just

said about limited in appropriation authority, I don't

quite understand that so maybe we could expand on that.

The next topic was the legislative report by

Tina. I'd like to acknowledge District 36 supports SB

1345, AB 2175, HR 1838, HR 3668, HR 4060 and HR 5129,

and thank you for the extra time.

CHAIR CABRAL: Thank you.

DAVE PICKETT: Questions?

CHAIR CABRAL: We're good. I think we're just

about talked out. But if Vicki had more of that dark

chocolate up here I'd probably keep going. But, with

that, I think we had a good tour yesterday, all in all,

and we had a good meeting today.

I'd like to go back and just, in my mind's eye,

re-visit the real pictures that we got from Marisa on

the BLM, the efforts up there in that area. I think

that really illustrates what happens to -- when you

have a managed OHV area versus an unmanaged OHV area.

And when you have just the garbage thrown out there and

OHV COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting - Graeagle



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SCRIBE REPORTING & LEGAL COPYING

916-492-1010 916-492-1222 Fax

300

trails going everywhere and it's just an ugly picture,

and then you have something that's a lot nicer and

there's a much better recreation opportunity.

And what John Stewart pointed out in his last

comments about the grant program being important, I

think that's the photo -- the examples of what can

be -- how the grant program works and what it does. So

I am really interested in seeing that, you know,

extended and being a big part of our future.

As far as the staff, once again, thank you very

much. I appreciate everything everyone has done

putting this together.

Director, it was awesome having you here, it was

great going around and touring everything with you

yesterday in the four-wheel drive and the conversation

last night and just getting things clarified and your

energy and stuff. And I just want you to know that

you're always invited to every event we have. So

whether it's a tour or a Commission meeting or

whatever, you're more than welcome to be here and we

enjoy your company on this.

So, with that, would anyone like to put a little

motion up -- you have something? Yes, go ahead.

COMMISSIONER SLAVIK: Sorry. I have one thing

that I forgot, and I need to say this. October 16th
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and 17th at Lake Castaic, we're having a Youth

Recreation Day, which we did last year. We did one

day. We're going to do it two days this year, and I

just wanted to emphasize that because that's a

collaboration between OHMVR and State Parks' normal

park unit, so we have a complete cooperation there --

the director with the superintendent at Cascade Lake

for ATV/boating recreation safety day for the kids.

CHAIR CABRAL: Okay. So our next scheduled

Commission meeting, the tour would be September 8th and

the meeting would be September 9th. The possibility

exists that we might be looking at the General Plan

Update for Prairie City and plus other assorted items.

And then we have, in the works, a special

Commission meeting for Carnegie that would be something

that we will be looking at for late July, possibly, in

Sacramento. And that one needs a 30-day notice, so we

are going to have to set that date up.

COUNSEL TOBIAS: And just for the record, let me

point out, and I know everybody does this, but it is

not a special meeting, it would just be a scheduled

meeting. A special meeting is a different kind of

meeting.

CHAIR CABRAL: No, no. Thank you. Thank you.

So a scheduled meeting that's not on our calendar
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currently. So we will be looking at that one, but it's

going to need that 30-day notice.

So, with that, would anyone like to make a

motion to end this meeting? Yes? Anything else?

Nope.

VICE CHAIR LUEDER: I'll make a motion to

adjourn.

COMMISSIONER LITWIN: I'll second it.

CHAIR CABRAL: We don't need a roll call. We

can just go "done." Okay. Thank you.

(Meeting adjourned at 4:39 p.m.)

--o0o--
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Reporter in and for the State of California, duly

commissioned and a disinterested person, certify:

That the foregoing transcript was taken before

me at the time and place herein set forth;

That the statements of all parties made at the

time of the proceeding were recorded stenographically

by me to the best of my ability and thereafter

transcribed into typewriting;

That the foregoing transcript is a record of the

statements of all parties made at the time of the

proceeding.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I subscribe my name on this

29th day of June, 2016.

______________________________
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